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Catholic	answers	forum.

There	are	many	resources	available	at	St.	Rose	to	enhance	your	faith	and	understanding	of	the	Catholic	Church.	In	addition	to	these	resources,	there	is	also	the	internet.	Unfortunately,	Internet	content	is	rarely	regulated	and	as	such,	Internet	content	must	be	examined	with	a	careful	eye.	The	links	below	have	been	examined	and	appear	to	be	faithful
to	Catholic	teaching.	With	that	said	however,	these	sites	are	not	monitored.	When	you	read	information	from	these	sites,	remember	that	you	must	have	an	informed	conscience	as	to	what	is	being	said	and	professed.	Just	because	it	is	on	the	internet	does	not	necessarily	means	the	information	is	valid.	The	sites	linked	on	this	page	are	not	endorsed	of
any	kind	or	type.	These	sites	have	their	own	privacy	policies	which	are	not	controlled	by	or	through	St.	Rose	of	Lima	Church,	Gaithersburg,	MD.	Clicking	on	these	links	and	any	results	therein	are	the	responsibility	of	the	end	user.	*Conference	schedule	subject	to	change.	Please	check	for	updates	prior	to	the	event.	3	hours	Get	checked-in	and	load	up
with	everything	you	need	for	the	conference.	You'll	receive	your	name	badge,	conference	program,	and	some	free	stuff!	2	hours	Watch	the	live	broadcast	of	Catholic	Answers	Live	with	host	Cy	Kellett	and	our	apologists.	Attendees	may	ask	their	questions	during	the	live	show.	hours	A	special	event	for	Catholic	Answers	Founders	Circle	and	President's
Club	members.	The	VIP	reception	invitation	is	indicated	on	the	back	of	your	name	badge.	45	minutes	What’s	the	connection	between	the	Real	Presence	of	Christ	in	the	Eucharist,	and	our	own	salvation	and	bodily	resurrection?	In	particularly,	why	does	the	Catechism	call	the	Eucharist	“a	pledge	of	the	life	to	come,”	and	“an	anticipation	of	the	heavenly
glory”	(CCC	1402)?	What	did	early	Church	Fathers	like	St.	Irenaeus,	St.	Augustine,	and	St.	Gregory	of	Nyssa	have	to	say	on	this	topic?	And	how	does	all	of	this	help	us	to	make	sense	of	Jesus’	claim	that	“I	am	the	living	bread	which	came	down	from	heaven;	if	any	one	eats	of	this	bread,	he	will	live	for	ever;	and	the	bread	which	I	shall	give	for	the	life	of
the	world	is	my	flesh”	(John	6:51)?	45	minutes	Jesus’	teaching	in	John	6—“eat	my	flesh	.	.	.	drink	my	blood”—is	often	the	go-to	passage	to	give	biblical	support	for	the	belief	in	Christ’s	Real	Presence	in	the	Eucharist.	But	many	Protestants	think	we’re	wrong	in	our	interpretation,	and	they	have	reasons	why	they	think	this.	In	this	talk,	Karlo	will	examine
these	Protestant	counter-responses	and	show	why	they	don’t	succeed,	allowing	believers	in	the	Real	Presence	to	continue	appealing	to	John	6	for	evidence	that	Jesus	intended	us	to	actually	eat	his	flesh	and	drink	his	blood	in	the	Eucharist.	60	minutes	Join	us	for	a	concert	of	beautiful	sacred	music	along	with	some	classic	favorites.	Floriani	is	a	men’s
vocal	ensemble	dedicated	to	serving	the	Church	and	saving	the	culture	through	the	beauty	of	sacred	music.	60	minutes	Join	us	for	morning	Mass	in	the	Aventine	Ballroom.	45	minutes	In	this	presentation	Trent	explains	the	wild	yet	surprisingly	common	objections	fundamentalists	make	against	the	Eucharist	and	gives	you	some	practical	tips	for



answering	them.	45	minutes	Many	Christians	believe	in	the	Real	Presence	and	the	sacrifice	of	the	Mass.	But	many	others	reject	them.	Both	appeal	to	Scripture	to	try	to	prove	their	case.	But	what	did	the	early	Church	Fathers	believe?	In	this	fascinating	talk,	Jimmy	Akin	(author	of	The	Fathers	Know	Best)	looks	at	writings	from	the	dawn	of	Christian
history	to	explore	what	the	Church	Fathers	actually	taught—and	why!	1	hour	30	minutes	Perfect	break	to	run	and	grab	a	quick	lunch	or	stay	around	for	a	bonus	talk	by	Father	Paul	Check.	45	minutes	In	1	Corinthians	10:17,	St.	Paul	says	that	“because	there	is	one	bread,	we	who	are	many	are	one	body,	for	we	all	partake	of	the	one	bread.”	Instead	of
the	Church	having	the	Eucharist	to	celebrate	our	oneness,	Paul	suggests	that	the	Eucharist	creates	our	oneness.	In	this	talk,	Simone	will	explore	this	relationship	between	the	Eucharist	and	the	Mystical	Body	of	Christ,	with	an	emphasis	on	the	reality	that	partaking	in	the	Eucharist	is	what	makes	ecclesial	union	possible.	2	hours	Ask	your	questions
from	the	floor	of	the	Catholic	Answers	Conference	during	the	live	show	-	Catholic	Answers	LIVE	with	Cy	Kellett.	60	minutes	Casual	evening	under	the	stars	with	good	food	and	great	fellowship.	60	minutes	Holy	Mass	Holy	Mass	Saturday	morning	at	the	Catholic	Answers	National	Conference.	1	hour	30	minutes	Grab	a	bite	to	eat	after	Mass.	Fuel	up	for
another	day	of	amazing	talks,	shopping,	and	community.	45	minutes	In	this	presentation,	Tim	Staples	demonstrates	how	St.	John’s	Gospel	presents	the	revelation	of	at	least	4	essential	doctrines	of	the	faith	with	a	clarity	and	emphasis	that	far	exceeds	any	of	the	other	Evangelists	who	penned	the	Gospels.	He	reveals	a	key	reason	for	St.	John’s	clarity
when	he	introduces	his	audience	to	the	infamous	Heresiarch	Cerinthus,	who	it	is	believed	was	once	a	Christian	before	leaving	Christ	and	his	Church.	Learning	the	truth	about	this	“odd	man	behind	the	Gospel	of	St.	John,”	will	both	revolutionize	the	way	you	see	and	appreciate	the	Gospel	of	John.	45	minutes	Why	did	Jesus	institute	the	Eucharist?	The
Eucharist	corresponds	to	the	love	of	Jesus	the	Bridegroom,	who	wills	to	dwell	with	us,	sacrifice	Himself	for	us,	and	give	Himself	totally	to	us.	The	Eucharist	is	a	mystery	of	Presence,	Sacrifice,	and	Communion,	and	all	three	aspects	are	abundantly	prefigured	in	the	Old	Testament.	1	hour	30	minutes	Perfect	break	to	run	and	grab	a	quick	lunch	or	stay
around	for	a	bonus	talk	by	Father	Paul	Check.	1	hour	30	minutes	Tim	Staples,	Trent	Horn,	Jimmy	Akin,	Karlo	Broussard,	and	Joe	Heschmeyer	on	the	stage	to	answer	questions	from	the	audience.	2	hours	We	live	in	a	time	in	which	one	person’s	“right”	to	unfettered	self-definition	trounces	a	Catholic’s	right	to	freely	practice	his	religion.	We	live	at	a
time	when	polling	surveys	indicate	that	more	than	two-thirds	of	Catholics	do	not	believe	in	the	true	presence	of	the	Eucharist,	yet	two-thirds	of	Catholics	also	feel	strongly	that	public	figures	who	objectively	place	themselves	outside	of	communion	with	the	Church	have	a	right	to	receive	the	Eucharist.	We	live	in	an	age	of	incoherence.	Precisely	at	this
time,	Eucharistic	Coherence	is	an	urgent	and	necessary	starting	point	for	a	return	to	reality	and	truth.	60	minutes	Join	us	for	Mass	to	end	the	Catholic	Answers	Conference	on	a	high	note.	Catholics	do	everything	the	hard	way.	Just	look	at	our	saints:	rich	people	who	decided	to	be	poor,	attractive	people	who	became	nuns,	powerful	people	whom
everybody	respected	until	they	decided	to	be	all	picky	about	doctrine	this	or	dogma	that.	Then	there	are	countless	people	who,	in	the	prime	of	life,	practically	volunteered	to	be	dead.	These	people	are	the	Catholic	Church’s	celebrities.	The	thing	is,	nobody	thought	so	at	the	time.	Everybody	thought	they	were	nuts.	Nobody	looked	at	St.	Francis	and
said,	“Someday	you	are	going	to	make	a	great	garden	statue.”	They	said,	“You	just	gave	up	a	fortune	to	live	like	a	leper.	Aren’t	you	taking	this	God	thing	a	little	far?”	It	was	that	way	with	all	of	them.	They	stood	against	the	idols	of	their	day—which	practically	no	one	saw	as	idols.	It	was	only	later	that	people	came	to	see	things	the	saints’	way.	(“You
know,	Maximilian,	I	gotta	hand	it	to	you.	Nazism	really	was	twisted.	You	called	it.”)	Of	course,	the	saint	was	usually	dead	by	then,	victim	of	the	idol	du	jour.	Right	now,	the	idol	du	jour	is	sex.	A	certain	kind	of	sex:	free,	having	no	consequences,	and	ideally	performed	by	people	who	are	not	married	to	each	other	and	are	really,	really	good-looking.
Movies	attest	that	this	is	how	it’s	done.	Then	there’s	the	Catholic	Church,	which	exists	just	to	butt	in	and	ruin	everybody’s	fun.	If	you	follow	its	“rules	about	sex”	(an	oxymoron),	people	think	you’re	nuts.	They	drop	little	hints,	like,	“You	are	nuts.”	It’s	all	for	your	own	good.	You	obviously	never	heard	that	there	was	a	sexual	revolution,	or	if	you	did,	you
are	in	denial	about	how	liberating	it	was.	You	are	trying	to	live	the	way	people	did	for	2,000	years.	Just	because	the	vast	majority	of	people	grew	up	in	the	same	house	with	both	of	their	parents	and	went	on	to	have	long-lasting	marriages	of	their	own	does	not	mean	their	marriages	were	personally	fulfilling.	How	do	nutcases	like	my	husband	and	me
begin	to	explain	why	we	live	according	to	Church	teaching?	Would	we	seem	less	crazy,	and	therefore	more	credible,	if	I	told	you	the	rules	are	hard	for	us,	too?	There	are	lots	of	sacrifices	involved	in	living	contrary	to	the	idol	du	jour.	Everyone	thinks	we’re	nuts.	Why	make	life	harder	than	it	needs	to	be?	Because	it’s	actually	easier.	Consider	just	three
of	the	rules	people	find	the	craziest:	Sex	is	for	marriage	only.	Dating	anybody	but	a	fellow	die-hard	believer	is	nearly	impossible	for	Catholics,	because	the	new	normal	is	to	get	intimate	after	a	couple	of	dates.	Most	young	people	have	heard	parents	and	teachers	say,	“They	are	going	to	do	it	anyway.”	The	only	absolute	rule	is	to	use	protection.	(Parents
and	teachers	don’t	say	this	about	other	things.	They	want	you	to	study	hard	and	make	sacrifices	so	you’ll	have	a	great	career.	They	don’t	just	hand	you	a	cheat	sheet.)	Once	begun,	there	is	little	to	stop	people	from	giving	themselves	repeatedly.	Some	use	sex	recreationally.	Others	use	it	hoping	they	will	find	the	one	person	who	will	love	them.	People
are	test-driving	each	other,	and	it	seems	to	make	sense.	But	people	are	not	cars.	They	are	insecure	beings	looking	for	acceptance.	They	care	if	they	get	used	and	then	dumped.	Whoever	says	it’s	healthy	to	experiment	with	sex	overlooks	the	broken	hearts	or	having	to	face	a	co-worker	or	classmate	who	has	seen	him	naked.	Sometimes	they	pick	up
diseases,	too.	Females	get	pregnant	because,	even	without	protection,	“They’re	going	to	do	it	anyway.”	Sometimes	they	choose	to	raise	a	child	alone,	because	the	days	when	a	man	felt	he	had	to	get	married	and	take	responsibility	are	over.	Child	support	is	the	most	an	unwed	mother	has	a	right	to	expect.	Many	children	grow	up	with	cash	as	a
substitute	for	the	care	of	one	of	the	parents	who	made	them.	Sometimes	this	is	avoided	through	abortion,	wherein	everybody	pretends	the	pregnancy	never	happened.	But	the	mother	never	forgets.	The	womb	is	designed	to	be	the	most	protected	place	in	the	world—cushioned,	tucked	safely	away	right	under	the	protective	arms	of	the	mother.	Invading
it,	plundering	its	treasure,	is	always	a	violent	act.	Either	she	enshrines	this	right	to	violence—“We	won’t	go	back!”—or	she	weeps	alone	at	night	for	herself	and	her	child,	both	victims	of	the	idol	du	jour.	None	of	this	happens	when	you	wait.	You	give	your	most	intimate	self	to	a	person	who	has	asked	God	and	your	parents	and	all	the	people	who	love
you	to	witness	that	he	will	be	faithful	to	you.	He	has	not	presumed	you	would	give	him	your	body	without	this	lifelong	pledge	of	honor.	He	enters	marriage	with	a	proven	record	of	being	able	to	endure	sacrifice.	That	person	will	make	many	sacrifices	for	you	over	the	course	of	your	married	life.	You	will	do	the	same	for	him.	You	both	are	worth	it.	No
contraception	or	sterilization.	Suppose	you	go	on	CatholicMatch.com,	and	you	find	someone	to	marry.	Yay!	Ready	or	not,	you	are	going	to	become	parents.	Whoa!	It	comes	as	a	big,	huge	surprise	even	if	you	are	expecting	it.	Then,	before	your	first	child	is	out	of	diapers,	you	are	going	to	have	another	one,	and	another	and	another.	Even	if	you	are	fully
on	board	with	Catholic	teaching,	there	will	come	a	time	when	you	will	look	at	that	little	plus	sign	on	the	pregnancy	test	and	weep.	You	commence	raising	your	family,	AKA	working	your	butt	off.	Three	or	four	years	in,	you	look	back	and	remember	that	you	and	your	spouse	were	both	once	really	selfish.	It	was	great.	Parts	of	it,	anyway.	Like	staying	up
late	at	parties.	Or	getting	to	eat	what’s	on	your	plate	all	by	yourself.	Your	unmarried	friends	still	get	to—though	they	do	have	memberships	at	CatholicMatch.	What’s	hardest	about	all	this	is	not	the	hard	work.	It’s	that	society	doesn’t	back	you	up.	Just	in	case	you	don’t	know	you	have	your	hands	full,	people	count	your	children	and	inform	you	of	the
fact.	The	rude	ones	tell	you	you’re	nuts;	the	kind	ones	shake	their	heads	as	though	you	need	a	chaperone.	But	I	ask	you,	what’s	nuts	about	respecting	nature?	Conversely,	what’s	sane	about	mutilating	a	perfectly	healthy	set	of	reproductive	organs?	Why	is	it	that	everyone	realizes	that	food	has	a	biological	function	and	that	it’s	disordered	to	eat	only	to
throw	up,	but	the	biological	function	of	sex	is	singled	out	for	attack	and	destruction?	The	ability	to	generate	new	life	is	the	body’s	only	superpower.	And	it’s	not	just	any	life.	It’s	life	that	you	love	the	second	you	lay	eyes	on	it.	It’s	life	that	looks	like	you	and	at	the	same	time	like	this	other	person	you	love.	You	claim	it	together:	“Our	son.	Our	daughter.
Our	child.”	Granted,	this	is	an	experience	most	people	want.	It’s	still	recognized	as	one	of	life’s	greatest	joys.	It’s	just	that	most	people	want	this	top-shelf	joy	in	moderation.	Cheaper	joys—money,	cars,	vacations—bring	them	on.	Little	people	you	love	more	than	your	own	life?	Let’s	not	have	too	much	of	a	good	thing.	Such	people	feel	overwhelmed	just
thinking	about	it.	That’s	why,	after	counting	your	kids,	they	tell	you,	“I	could	never	do	that.”	Look,	don’t	even	get	me	started	on	feeling	inadequate.	I	can’t	do	it,	either!	Money	is	tight.	My	husband	and	I	both	work	so	hard	we	need	to	make	an	appointment	to	talk	to	each	other	alone	for	more	than	a	few	minutes.	And	on	top	of	all	that,	we’re	crazy
homeschoolers.	But	people	like	us	are	not	really	doing	it	alone.	Every	new	life	that	comes	into	the	family	is	welcomed	by	the	little	lives	that	came	before	it.	Your	children	help	you	raise	your	children.	I	don’t	mean	they	change	diapers—though	sometimes	they	do.	I	mean	their	very	presence	makes	it	impossible	to	buy	into	expensive	trends.	You	will	not
be	able	to	afford	a	birthday	party	every	year	at	an	indoor	gym.	They	will	not	get	their	own	rooms.	They	will	not	be	protected	from	trials	or	hardships	or	sacrifices.	They	will	not	be	allowed	to	put	off	taking	responsibility	for	as	long	as	possible.	But	these	negatives	are	all	positives.	They	learn	to	share,	to	be	content	with	less,	to	get	along	when	they	don’t
feel	like	it.	(When	they	grow	up,	the	very	people	who	told	you	that	you	were	nuts	will	ask	you	how	you	raised	such	great	kids.)	But	it	isn’t	just	the	absence	of	being	spoiled.	Your	children’s	confidence	that	comes	from	belonging	to	a	supportive	community	will	last	their	whole	lives.	Love	and	attention	do	not	get	thinned	out	and	used	up	as	people
suppose.	The	more	it	is	shared,	the	more	it	multiplies.	People	should	really	come	over	to	your	house	to	see	for	themselves.	There	is	always	a	party	there.	Once	married,	always	married.	Even	if	you	don’t	like	the	person	anymore,	you’re	stuck.	And	so	is	he.	When	you	marry,	you	say	words	like	“in	sickness	and	in	health,	for	better	for	worse.”	“Until
death”	means	that	your	spouse	doesn’t	get	to	desert	you,	even	if	you	lose	your	looks	or	your	health	or	even	your	mind.	Even	if	you	can	no	longer	live	together	in	the	same	house,	you’re	still	married	in	the	eyes	of	God.	Your	spouse	can’t	date.	Your	kids	don’t	have	to	call	someone	else	“Mom”	or	“Dad.”	They	don’t	have	to	struggle	to	be	accepted	in
someone	else’s	home.	You	don’t	have	to	be	poor	because	you’ve	spent	your	nest	egg	on	a	divorce	lawyer	and	you	now	have	to	pay	for	two	households	rather	than	one.	This	is	all	presuming	that	you	meant	your	vows	when	you	said	them,	which	is	what	annulment	tribunals	investigate.	If	you	meant	them,	they	are	binding.	They	will	remain	even	if	you	can
no	longer	live	in	the	same	house.	But	people	who	believe	they	aren’t	allowed	to	scrap	their	marriage	and	start	over	have	a	good	shot	at	staying	together.	The	Catholic	Church’s	rules	about	family	life	strike	many	people	as	relics	of	a	past	from	which	we	have	freed	ourselves,	while	the	Sexual	Revolution	has	given	us	all	happier,	freer,	more	fulfilling
lives.	It’s	like	a	product	with	gorgeous	packaging	that	promises	instant	gratification	and	foolproof	way	to	enjoy	a	successful	life.	Someday,	I	am	confident	that	future	generations	will	say,	“You	know,	John	Paul,	I	gotta	hand	it	to	you.	The	sexual	revolution	really	was	twisted.	You	called	it.”	Until	then,	we	nutcases	will	happily	go	on	making	our	lives
difficult—because	it’s	easier.	This	article	is	adapted	from	Catholic	Answers	Magazine.
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