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Looking	for	a	way	to	pass	the	time	and	get	away	from	reality?	Digging	through	the	pages	of	books	from	the	past	is	a	great	way	to	do	this.	History	is	a	messy	thing,	but	most	of	it	isn't	really	ugly	and	isn't	all	that	difficult	to	process.	The	more	you	know	about	it,	the	more	important	the	unrest	is	in	both	historical	and	contemporary	contexts.	Here	are
some	of	the	best	history	books	that	will	give	you	great	knowledge	in	enjoyable	prose.	While	the	best	word	is	easy	to	use,	it	is	harder	to	define.	In	the	case	of	the	best	history	books	ever	written,	the	best	is	a	very	subjective	distinction	that	depends	on	your	point	of	view.	Someone	who	is	considered	the	best	person,	born	in,	say,	Los	Angeles,	may	be	very
different	from	someone	who	grew	up	in	Tokyo.	However,	it's	pretty	easy	to	spot	the	best	books	that	should	be	on	any	true	history	buff's	reading	list.	To	that	end,	and	without	further	ado,	here	are	a	few	history	books	that	should	be	on	the	bookshelf	of	every	amateur	historian.	Our	top	picks	include	"Time"	and	"The	World,"	but	you	can	see	that	many	of
our	favorites	have	to	do	with	western	civilization,	recent	history,	and	the	United	States	of	America.	More	Books	to	Read	Best	Classic	Novel	Best	Non-Fiction	Western	Philosophy	Books	What	is	History?	Edward	Hallett	Kerr	An	exception	to	this	list	because	it	does	not	refer	to	any	particular	period	or	event	in	history,	Kerr's	book	is	nevertheless	a	must
read	because	it	teaches	you	how	to	read	and	understand	history.	Initially	criticized	as	"dangerous	relativism",	the	book	is	now	considered	a	cornerstone	in	the	field	because	it	explains	how	point	of	view	and	bias	can	affect	how	we	interpret	historical	events.	This	is	definitely	your	first	book	if	you	are	making	your	first	forays	into	history.	1491	Charles	S.
Mann	As	we	all	know	from	the	school	nursery	rhyme,	in	1492	Columbus	sailed	on	the	blue	ocean.	Then	he	"discovered"	America.	Of	course,	this	is	an	accurate	representation	of	history	only	ifwants	to	ignore	millions	of	people	who	were	already	living	in	complex	societies	when	he	got	there.	In	this	book,	Mann	not	only	debunks	the	myth	of	Columbus's
discovery,	but	also	describes	in	detail	the	various	civilizations	that	inhabited	North,	Central	and	South	America,	explains	their	customs	and	culture,	provides	insight	into	a	lost	way	of	life	and	reminds	us	that,	for	better	or	worse,	Story	Stories	are	told	by	the	victors,	not	losers.	Pre-Colonial	Black	Africa	Cheikh	Anta	Diop	When	it	comes	to	African
history,	most	"Western"	readers	look	only	to	"Western"	historians	for	information.	Accordingly,	they	end	up	with	a	very	one-sided	view	of	the	continent's	past.	Here,	renowned	Senegalese	historian	Cheich	Anta	Diop	introduces	readers	to	the	history	of	many	forgotten	African	civilizations,	shedding	light	not	only	on	their	history	but	also	on	their	key	role
in	the	development	of	the	modern	world.	The	Weapons	of	August	by	Barbara	Tuchman	Few	events	have	changed	the	course	of	world	history	as	dramatically	as	World	War	I,	and	few	people	have	a	clear	understanding	of	why	and	how	the	war	began	in	the	first	place.	If	World	War	II	had	obvious	enemies	and	causes,	the	origins	of	the	so-called	"War	to
End	All	Wars"	were	much	more	obscure.	Here,	Tuchman	looks	back	at	the	month	leading	up	to	the	tragic	conflict,	unraveling	its	many	threads	and	presenting	day-to-day	events	with	a	clarity	and	intensity	unmatched	by	any	book	that	has	followed.	Plutarch's	Parallel	Lives	Now	let's	delve	into	the	classics.	Written	by	the	great	Greek	philosopher	and
historian	Plutarch	sometime	in	the	first	half	of	the	second	century	AD,	Parallel	Lives	(often	known	simply	as	Lives)	consists	of	23	side-by-side	biographies	comparing	the	lives	of	historical	Greek	and	Roman	figures	with	similar	ones.	the	fates	suffered.	For	example,	Theseus,	the	founder	of	Athens,	resembles	Romulus,	the	founder	of	Rome.	In	the	next
chapter,	Alexanderis	against	Julius	Caesar.	It	is	considered	one	of	the	earliest	works	of	history	as	we	understand	it	and	is	a	must-read	for	anyone	interested	in	antiquity.	The	Battle	for	Spain	by	Antony	Beevor	Although	Beevor	is	known	for	writing	some	of	the	greatest	books	on	the	Second	World	War,	this	book	has	the	distinction	of	being	often
considered	the	most	comprehensive	examination	of	the	trial	war	that	directly	led	to	it.	Spanish	Civil	War.	With	in-depth	analysis	of	multiple	factions,	detailed	maps	of	the	clashes,	and	explanations	of	foreign	support	from	future	enemies	such	as	Germany	and	Russia,	who	used	the	conflict	as	a	proxy,	the	book	offers	a	fascinating	insight	into	the	war	that
spiraled	directly	into	World	War	II.	.	Daughters	of	the	Samurai:	A	Journey	from	East	to	West	and	Back	by	Janice	P.	Nimura	In	the	1870s,	five	girls	from	Japan	visited	the	United	States	with	the	intention	of	learning	about	Western	culture	and	then	bringing	it	back	to	their	homeland.	They	spent	about	ten	years	in	the	US	before	returning	home	with	new
ideas	about	women's	education	and	their	place	in	society.	Nimura's	book	is	powerful	reading	for	anyone	interested	in	understanding	the	development	of	women's	rights	and	the	emergence	of	early	global	connections.	Thomas	Asbridge's	The	Crusades	Almost	universally	hailed	as	the	most	comprehensive	study	of	the	series	of	conflicts	that	affected	the
Levant	and	the	Mediterranean	in	the	Middle	Ages,	Asbridge	here	examines	not	only	the	Crusades	themselves,	but	their	impact	on	the	world	afterward.	Not	only	is	this	a	great	read	for	anyone	looking	for	a	deeper	understanding	of	the	subject	at	hand,	but	it's	also	an	engaging,	sometimes	downright	suspenseful	narrative.	This	Is	Your	Mind	on	Plants	by
Michael	Pollan	The	newest	book	to	hit	our	list.	Here	we	are	not	looking	at	an	event	or	period,	but	at	specific	plants	and	their	impact	on	our	society.	While	Pollan	has	looked	at	different	plants	before,	here	he	zooms	in	on	themand	tea,	opium	poppy	and	mescaline	cacti,	exploring	the	history	of	plants	and	their	impact	on	our	bodies,	minds	and	society.
History	of	the	Peloponnesian	War	by	Thucydides	Written	some	2500	years	ago,	it	is	a	detailed,	with	an	emphasis	on	detail,	study	of	the	great	war	between	Sparta	and	Athens.	This	is	an	incredibly	intense	book	that	no	one	expects	you	to	read,	but	if	you	read	it,	you	will	become	part	of	a	particularly	patient	group	of	history	buffs.	This	is	Everest	from	the
history	books.	A	History	of	the	20th	Century	by	Martin	Gilbert	Don't	have	time	to	read	Sir	Martin	Gilbert's	entire	multi-volume	History	of	the	20th	Century,	which	covers	almost	every	major	event	of	the	20th	century?	Then	this	brief,	abridged	volume	will	suffice.	Of	course,	this	is	more	of	a	primer	than	an	"all	you	need	to	know"	book,	but	to	get	a
general	idea	of	​​what	happened	in	the	last	century	that	shaped	this	book,	or	to	start	your	journey	through	history	to	find	the	areas	you	want	go	deep,	it's	a	quick	and	fun	read.	Just	know	that	this	man,	who	has	written	extensively	on	wars,	politics,	the	Holocaust	and	more,	is	much	more	than	that.	Susan	Wise	Bauer's	book	A	History	of	the	Ancient	World:
From	the	Earliest	Records	to	the	Fall	of	Rome,	published	by	Susan	Wise	Bauer's	Weekly,	will	help	readers	quickly	and	beyond.	an	in-depth	tour	of	the	ancient	worlds	of	Sumer,	Egypt,	India,	China,	Greece,	Mesopotamia	and	Rome.	I	would	call	it	a	great	compilation.	When	you	close	this	vast,	nearly	900-page	book,	you	won't	know	the	aftermath	of	the
Battle	of	Thermopylae	or	the	intimate	details	of	the	plot	that	led	to	Caesar's	assassination,	but	you	will	have	a	complete	understanding	of	how	every	early	civilization	developed,	rose,	and	ultimately	fell	(or	at	least	changed)	merged	or	merged	with	another)	in	addition	to	how	they	influenced	each	other.	If	you	forgot	most	of	your	ninth	grade
ancientGreat	(not	me,	by	the	way,	Mr.	Farquahar!),	then	this	book	is	a	good	starting	point	for	your	re-education.	Looking	for	something	to	listen	to	instead?	We	just	found	the	best	history	podcasts.	Guns,	Germs	and	Steel	by	Jared	Diamond	Guns,	Germs	and	Steel:	The	Fate	of	Human	Societies	is	not	a	story	about	a	particular	place,	race	or	time	period,
it	is	a	study	of	what	happened	to	several	people	in	different	places	and	times	based	on	agriculture	,	diseases	and	other	factors	such	as	luck.	History	happened	the	way	it	did,	not	because	one	group	of	people	was	inherently	better	than	any	other,	but	simply	because	some	people	first	developed	better	weapons	or	learned	to	grow	more	food	than	other
crops.	But	for	a	small	change,	everything	could	have	been	different.	(Not	necessarily	better,	mind	you,	just	different.)	A	World	Lit	Only	by	Fire	William	Manchester	Historian	William	Manchester	humanizes	many	of	our	centuries	in	A	World	Lit	Only	by	Fire:	The	Medieval	Mind	and	the	Renaissance:	A	Portrait	of	an	Age.	the	ancient	ancestors	who	bring
to	life	those	people	we	know	only	from	pictures,	worked	in	strange	profiles	with	expressionless	looks,	with	faded	tapestries,	or	with	carved	faces	that	look	sternly	at	us	from	stained	glass	windows.	It	vilifies	those	who	deserve	harsh	treatment	and	highlights	the	cruel	absurdity	of	torture	and	death	in	the	name	of	religion,	the	centuries	in	which
civilization	did	not	advance,	and	the	brutality	of	medieval	warfare.	The	book	covers	from	the	fall	of	Rome	through	the	Middle	Ages	to	the	Renaissance	with	a	focus	on	the	High	Middle	Ages.	Over	the	Edge	of	the	World	by	Laurence	Bergrin	If	you	want	to	know	what's	crazy,	read	Over	the	Edge	of	the	World:	Magellan's	Terrifying	Voyage	Around	the
Globe	by	Lauren	Bergrin.	And	just	to	remind	you,	I	don't	mean	crazy	like	crazy,	I	mean	wild,	awesome,	scary,	hilarious	and	many	other	words	that	are	not	exaggerations	at	all.Discuss	the	three-year	journey	through	largely	unknown	parts	that	began	in	1519.	In	many	ways,	it's	crazy	that	Magellan	decided	to	go	around	the	world	alone.	It's	crazy	how	he
died.	It	is	a	shock	that	some	of	his	men	actually	recovered.	In	addition	to	the	compelling	account	of	the	actual	voyage	provided	by	the	crewman's	journal,	Bergrin	places	the	voyage	within	the	larger	story	of	the	Age	of	Exploration,	an	age	that,	of	course,	also	discovered	this	so-called	new	world	on	the	other	side.	the	Atlantean.	1776,	David	McCullough.
Oh	David	McCullough,	he's	been	giving	us	knowledge	for	decades.	As	is	often	the	case	with	his	books,	1776	contains	almost	everything	you	need	to	know	about	the	subject	-	in	this	case,	the	birth	of	the	United	States	of	America,	a	nation	forged	in	the	fires	of	war	but	built	on	ideals.	In	these	pages,	George	Washington	is	not	a	mythical	figure,	he	is	flesh
and	blood,	but	no	less	impressive.	And	the	British	commander,	Sir	William	Howe,	is	not	a	villain	either,	but	a	formidable	and	worthy	adversary.	McCullough's	writing	is	authoritative	but	readable.	The	Battle	Cry	of	Freedom	by	James	McPherson	It	is	important	to	note	the	subtitle	of	James	McPherson's	book	The	Battle	Cry	of	Freedom:	The	Civil	War
Era.	While	this	famous	volume	covers	all	the	major	battles	and	introduces	all	the	major	officers	on	both	sides	of	the	war,	it	also	expands	on	the	wider	context	of	the	politics	of	the	war	years,	the	events	leading	up	to	the	outbreak	of	hostilities	in	1861,	and	the	aftermath	of	America's	deadliest	conflict.	This	is	one	of	the	best	single	volume	stories	ever
written	about	the	Civil	War,	and	probably	one	of	the	best	single	volumes	on	a	subject	of	this	magnitude.	The	Liberation	Trilogy	by	Rick	Atkinson	Rick	Atkinson	didn't	write	a	book	about	WWII,	he	wrote	books.	His	three-part	series	Army	at	Dawn:	The	War	in	North	Africa,	1942-1943,	The	Day	of	Battle:The	War	in	Sicily	and	Italy,	1943-1944	and	Guns	by
Last	Light:	The	War	in	Western	Europe,	1944-1945	are	perhaps	the	best	resource	anyone	could	ask	for	when	it	comes	to	a	comprehensive	overview	of	America's	role	in	the	West.	Theater	of	the	Second	World	War.	When	reading	the	books	for	the	first	time,	it's	shocking	how	poorly	America	was	prepared	for	war,	and	it's	amazing	how	well	we've
handled	it	in	less	than	half	a	century.	Throughout	the	book,	you	follow	the	generals	and	soldiers	as	the	course	of	events	slowly	but	steadily	moves	from	a	harrowing	defensive	struggle	against	the	Axis	powers	to	certain	and	complete	victory.	Why	read	history	books?	When	you	start	reading	the	great	history	books,	you	will	learn	a	lot	of	new	things	-
maybe	something	that	will	give	you	a	glimpse	into	the	present.	As	Shakespeare	wrote	in	The	Tempest:	"The	past	is	prologue."	Far	from	studying	events	that	are	no	longer	relevant,	the	study	of	history	is	the	enlightenment	of	everything	that	made	each	of	us	human	and	who	we	are,	and	only	by	understanding	what	was,	we	have	hope	to	meet	what	lies
ahead,	because	the	future	does	not	come.	easily;	it	is	handmade.	As	a	species,	we	have	experienced	countless	famines,	plagues,	and	wars.	It's	amazing	that	we	still	play	football,	to	be	honest.	Moreover,	it	is	even	more	amazing	that	we	have	been	able	to	create	and	develop	literature,	art	and	democracy,	cross	the	endless	oceans,	soar	in	the	sky	and
even	go	beyond	the	boundaries	of	our	planet.	Editor's	Choice
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