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Amazon	soil	test	kit

The	article	reviews	various	soil	test	kits	available	on	the	market,	comparing	their	accuracy,	dependability,	and	ease	of	use.	For	serious	gardeners,	comprehensive	tests	that	measure	soil	pH,	nutrients,	and	organic	matter	are	recommended,	costing	around	$20	to	$25.	However,	for	home	gardeners,	a	convenient	option	is	purchasing	a	soil	test	kit
online.	The	article	highlights	three	main	categories	of	soil	test	kits:	*	Mail-in	professional	tests,	such	as	the	MySoil	Test	Kit	and	Soil	Savvy	Soil	Test	Kit	*	At-home	chemical	testing	kits,	including	the	Luster	Leaf	1662	Soil	Test	Kit	and	Luster	Leaf	1605	Digital	Soil	Test	Kit	*	Simple,	instant-read	testers	like	the	Garden	Tutor	Soil	pH	Test	Strips	Kit	and
Whitetail	Institute	Laboratory	Soil-Test	Kit	The	article	emphasizes	the	importance	of	accuracy	in	soil	test	results,	citing	a	comparison	with	Kansas	State	University	soil	testing	lab	results.	It	concludes	by	recommending	that	home	gardeners	look	for	kits	that	are	easy	to	use	and	provide	accurate	results.	The	MySoil	test	kit	offers	a	professional	testing
process	for	gardeners	to	analyze	their	soil's	nutrient	levels.	The	results	are	detailed	and	easy	to	understand,	with	options	to	compare	them	to	optimal	levels.	This	kit	includes	a	scoop,	collection	cup,	and	instructions,	making	the	process	straightforward.	The	Soil	Savvy	test	kit	also	provides	in-depth	analysis	of	micronutrients,	NPK,	and	macronutrients,
as	well	as	recommendations	for	synthetic	and	organic	fertilizers.	While	providing	results,	some	users	might	find	it	helpful	to	break	down	nutrient	ratios	for	new	gardeners,	as	the	lab	tests	for	14	common	nutrients	plus	pH	level.	A	simple,	analog	probe	called	Soil	Savvy	can	be	purchased	on	Amazon	or	at	the	Soil	Savvy	website	and	doesn't	require
batteries;	it	measures	moisture,	pH,	and	light	levels	with	immediate	results.	The	device	is	easy	to	use,	highly	accurate,	and	offers	good	value	for	its	price.	It's	suitable	for	gardeners	who	want	to	know	their	soil's	pH	level	or	lighting	conditions	but	don't	need	a	comprehensive	nutritional	analysis.	However,	another	option,	the	Atree	soil	pH	meter,	can
provide	those	answers	accurately	at	an	affordable	price.	We	tested	it	by	inserting	the	probe	into	various	spots	in	our	flower	garden	and	found	it	picked	up	on	amendments	we	had	made	to	specific	areas.	It	also	measured	moisture	and	light	levels	with	accuracy.	For	users	who	are	satisfied	with	their	soil's	health	but	want	to	check	its	draining	or	lighting
conditions,	this	tester	can	be	a	great	choice.	Would've	included	moisture-absorbent	packs	with	strips.	Initially	tested	about	20	strips,	all	fine.	Three	weeks	later,	pH	pads	turned	brownish	due	to	moist	air	entering	the	bottle.	Get	the	Garden	Tutor	soil	test	kit	at	Amazon	or	Garden	Tutor.	Photo:	amazon	Provided	accurate	results	Looks	intimidating	but
relatively	easy	to	use	No	need	to	send	off	a	sample	and	wait	days	for	results	All	components	fit	into	a	small	kit	that's	easy	to	store	Did	not	have	enough	solution	to	complete	40	tests	Type	of	test:	Chemical	(at	home)	Tests	for:	pH,	nitrogen,	phosphorus,	potassium	Result	time:	Varies	by	the	test	but	all	within	a	few	minutes	Our	Ratings:	Ease	of	Use	4/5;
Accuracy	5/5;	Value	4/5	Additionally,	the	Luster	Leaf	soil	test	kit	determines	soil's	pH	level	and	pinpoints	the	amount	of	three	most	common	macronutrients:	nitrogen,	phosphorus,	and	potassium.	The	chemical	test	doesn't	require	sending	a	sample	to	a	laboratory.	Initially,	we	were	surprised	by	the	number	of	vials	and	solution	bottles.	After	reading
instructions,	found	it	simple.	Testing	involves	gathering	soil,	adding	specific	liquid/powder,	and	shaking	the	vial.	Compare	the	color	to	an	included	chart	for	results.	To	determine	accuracy,	compared	mail-in	test	results	with	Luster	Leaf	tests.	Results	were	close	for	NPK	tests	but	not	pH.	The	downside?	Kit	only	performs	15	tests,	not	40	as
manufacturer	claims.	Get	the	Luster	Leaf	1662	soil	test	kit	at	Amazon.	Photo:	amazon	Digital	results	are	straightforward	and	easy	to	interpret	Testing	requires	inserting	sample	and	pressing	a	test	button	Includes	booklet	with	pH	preferences	for	over	450	plants	Only	5	capsules	per	test	for	nitrogen,	phosphorus,	and	potash	Type	of	test:	Chemical
(digital	results)	Tests	for:	Nitrogen,	phosphorus,	potassium,	and	pH	Result	time:	Within	a	few	seconds	Our	Ratings:	Ease	of	Use	4/5;	Accuracy	5/5;	Value	4/5	The	second	Luster	Leaf	kit	tests	for	nitrogen,	phosphorus,	and	potassium	using	color-coded	capsules.	It	also	provides	easy-to-read	digital	display	results.	I	began	by	inserting	the	hole	at	the	top	of
my	digital	reader	into	the	test	button	corresponding	to	the	evaluation.	This	was	the	same	test	as	the	first	Luster	Leaf	kit,	but	it	featured	improved	user-friendliness	and	color-coding	for	better	comprehension.	The	digital	reader	displayed	the	results	on	a	lit-up	button,	indicating	whether	the	soil	had	an	excessive	amount	of	a	nutrient	(registered	as
"surplus")	or	lower	levels	("sufficient,"	"adequate,"	"deficient,"	or	"depleted").	Although	it	didn't	show	the	exact	low	or	high	point	for	each	nutrient,	I	could	refer	to	the	accompanying	booklet	for	optimal	NPK	levels	and	suggestions	on	how	to	adjust	the	soil	accordingly.	The	Luster	Leaf	1605	soil	test	kit	is	available	at	Amazon	or	Earth	Easy.	The
accuracy	of	pH	readings	with	certain	tools	requires	a	calibration	solution,	which	is	not	provided	with	one	particular	device.	We	had	to	obtain	7.0	and	4.01	pH	solutions	from	our	local	high	school's	chemistry	class	in	order	to	calibrate	the	Bluelab	pen.	This	process	involves	placing	it	in	each	solution	consecutively	and	pressing	the	calibration	button,
after	which	we	were	able	to	test	the	pH	and	temperature	of	our	potted	plants'	soil	using	this	device.	The	results	surprised	us	due	to	its	precision,	measuring	pH	to	a	tenth	of	a	degree	with	clear	display	on	the	LED	screen.	The	readings	compared	favourably	with	previous	tests,	especially	in	terms	of	accuracy,	and	the	temperature	feature	was	also
useful.	This	tool	would	be	highly	beneficial	for	hydroponic	or	commercial	growers	requiring	precise	growing	temperatures.	Soil	properties	vary	significantly	from	location	to	location.	Some	regions	have	ideal	conditions	for	growing	veggies	and	flowers,	while	others	need	organic	matter	amendments	to	support	plant	growth.	Four	common	soil	types
exhibit	distinct	characteristics:	-	**Silt**:	This	fine-grained	soil	is	often	found	in	areas	that	experience	frequent	flooding.	Although	it's	suitable	for	most	plants,	silt	soils	benefit	from	added	organic	matter	to	enhance	drainage	and	may	require	fertilizers	based	on	their	nutrient	content.	-	**Loamy**:	A	well-balanced	mix	of	silt,	sand,	clay,	and	organic
matter	makes	loamy	soil	an	ideal	choice	for	gardeners.	It	drains	efficiently	while	resisting	compaction	as	it	dries	out.	Loamy	soil	supports	the	growth	of	a	wide	variety	of	plants,	including	fruits,	vegetables,	flowers,	and	shrubs.	-	**Clay**:	Although	clay	soil	is	rich	in	nutrients,	its	ultra-fine	particles	cause	them	to	stick	together	when	wet,	becoming	hard
when	dry.	Plants	struggle	to	grow	in	clay	due	to	their	roots'	difficulty	pushing	through	thick	clay	layers.	To	make	clay	suitable	for	plant	growth,	it	must	be	amended	with	organic	matter.	-	**Sandy**:	Sandy	soil	offers	more	space	between	grains	for	roots	to	grow	than	clay	but	lacks	the	nutrient	density	of	loam.	It	drains	well	and	is	ideal	for	growing
bulbs	like	tulips	and	root	crops	such	as	potatoes	and	carrots.	When	preparing	the	soil	before	a	new	planting	season,	adding	organic	matter	helps	retain	moisture	and	improves	soil	quality	for	various	plant	types.	Several	tools	are	available	for	determining	soil	nutrients	and	macronutrients,	including	lab	tests	and	at-home	kits	that	can	provide	helpful
measurements.	**Simple	Soil	Testing	Methods:**	1.	**pH	Strips**:	These	coated	paper	strips	indicate	the	current	acidity	or	alkalinity	level	of	the	soil	by	changing	color	when	inserted	into	a	distilled	water-soil	mixture.	Users	compare	the	resulting	color	to	a	chart	provided	with	the	pH	test	strip	for	accurate	readings.	2.	**Analog	Testers**:	Used
primarily	for	moisture	content,	pH	levels,	and	light	exposure	testing,	these	tools	often	feature	aluminum	probes	that	react	to	wetness	in	the	ground	or	require	batteries	for	operation.	3.	**Digital	Testers**:	Similar	to	analog	testers,	digital	devices	usually	include	probes	to	measure	moisture	content	and	pH	levels.	They	typically	require	batteries	and
can	be	used	in	conjunction	with	chemical	tests	to	determine	nutrient	levels.	**Chemical	Tests**:	At-home	chemical	soil	testing	involves	adding	specific	chemicals	to	the	soil	to	analyze	its	nutrient	content.	A	“reagent”	to	a	soil	sample	helps	show	the	health	of	the	soil	by	revealing	chemical	composition	and	nutrient	levels.	Chemical	soil	tests	allow	for
examination	of	multiple	factors	such	as	pH	and	specific	nutrients	like	nitrogen	or	calcium.	Professional	soil	tests	involve	mailing	a	sample	to	a	laboratory	where	it's	analyzed	for	structure	and	various	nutrients	before	sending	results	back	to	the	gardener.	Testing	kits	and	instruments	help	pinpoint	soil	characteristics,	enabling	gardeners	to	better
maintain	their	gardens	by	understanding	soil	makeup.	However,	researching	specific	plant	requirements	is	crucial	due	to	varying	nutrient	needs	among	plants.	The	three	primary	macronutrients	required	for	healthy	plant	growth	are	nitrogen	(N),	phosphorus	(P),	and	potassium	(K).	Each	fertilizer	bag	includes	an	NPK	number	indicating	the	amount	of
these	nutrients.	The	types	of	NPK	nutrients	come	in	various	forms,	such	as	potassium	carbonate	for	phosphorus.	Micronutrients	like	copper,	iron,	and	manganese	may	also	be	needed	by	plants,	with	a	soil	tester	identifying	optimal	levels.	Soil	pH	ranges	from	0	to	14,	with	most	garden	plants	preferring	slightly	acidic	conditions	between	6	and	7.	Testing
soil	temperature	is	comparable	to	human	temperature	measurement,	helping	commercial	growers	start	production	early	in	the	spring	and	hobby	gardeners	ensure	seedlings	receive	suitable	warmth.	Light	meters	determine	whether	a	location	is	optimal	for	specific	plant	varieties,	while	moisture	meters	gauge	soil	drying	levels.	Soil	Variations	Across	A
Garden	And	The	Importance	Of	Testing	Different	sections	of	a	garden	may	have	varying	levels	of	nutrients	and	pH	due	to	factors	such	as	sunlight,	leaf	decomposition,	or	previous	plant	types.	Choosing	the	right	test	kit	can	be	challenging	but	selecting	one	with	clear	gauges	and	solid	probes	will	aid	in	accuracy.	Multiple	tests	should	be	performed	in
different	areas	to	avoid	errors.	The	quickest	results	come	from	pH	and	moisture	testing,	which	can	provide	results	in	seconds.	At-home	kits	offer	fast	results	for	these	two	factors,	while	chemical	tests	may	take	longer	due	to	the	need	to	combine	soil	with	water	and	settle	before	performing	a	test.	Light	and	moisture	meters	can	also	provide	quick
results	and	retesting	can	be	done	frequently	to	check	light	quality	and	moisture	levels	throughout	the	day.	Professional	laboratory	testing	takes	the	longest,	requiring	the	gardener	to	collect	and	mail	samples	for	analysis.	Key	Things	To	Consider	When	Choosing	A	Soil	Testing	Kit	Q.	Why	Do	I	Need	To	Test	My	Soil?	If	plants	are	thriving,	there's	no
need,	but	if	they're	struggling,	soil	testing	can	identify	nutrient	deficiencies	or	structural	issues.	Q.	Can	I	Test	My	Own	Soil?	Yes,	DIY	kits	are	available	for	various	tests,	and	sending	samples	to	a	lab	will	yield	more	accurate	results.	Q.	Are	Digital	Soil	Testers	Accurate?	They	usually	are	reasonably	accurate,	especially	with	clear	instructions	and	probes.
Soil	Testing	Methods	Can	Increase	Garden	Accuracy	Home	gardeners	can	improve	test	accuracy	by	testing	different	spots	in	their	garden	and	comparing	results.	There	are	several	soil	testing	methods,	including	at-home	kits	with	pH	strips,	meters,	and	chemical	testing.	These	kits	usually	come	with	directions	for	use.	Professional	testing	is	also
available	by	sending	a	soil	sample	to	a	lab,	which	will	provide	results	within	a	few	days	or	weeks.	pH	Testing	Measures	Acidity	A	pH	test	measures	the	acidity	and	alkalinity	levels	of	the	soil,	which	affects	plant	health	and	nutrient	absorption.	Achieving	the	ideal	pH	level	for	specific	plant	types	is	crucial	for	a	thriving	garden.	Adjusting	Soil	pH	Soil
treatments	can	raise	or	lower	the	pH	level,	depending	on	the	type	of	plants	being	grown.	Natural	amendments	like	garden	lime,	bone	meal,	peat	moss,	and	sulfur	can	also	be	used	to	adjust	pH	levels.	It's	essential	to	use	these	methods	correctly	to	achieve	the	desired	results.	Soil	Test	Kit	Expiration	Soil	test	kits	with	pH	strips	may	expire	after	a	few
months	if	not	stored	properly.	Meters	and	monitors	do	not	expire	but	will	require	new	batteries	when	they	run	out.	Chemical	kits	can	last	for	2	to	5	years.


