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waiver to be granted, a man would have to convince a court that they were true conscientious objectors, rather than cowards. The courts have the power to grant exemption from military service; to assign specific civilian functions; or to reject the claim and enforce the conscription. In the latter case, the conscientious objector would be subjected to
military punishment if they were not enlisted when ordered to do so. One third of the registered conscientious objectors were imprisoned by the war. Some 1500 ‘absolutists’ were locked up for the whole war. Few people in the public had a lot of sympathy for the conscientious objectors who were imprisoned. They were mocked in the press and peace
campaigns sometimes opposed violently by people.
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