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With new iPhones, AirPods and iPads imminent, Apple’s recent decision to make changes to the App Store and to permit developers of reader apps to sidestep the App store payments system may not be altruism. It permits Apple to compete.Services for the rest of usThink about it. We already know Apple’s services vision extends beyond its own
platform. Key services, Music, TV, and iCloud work across multiple platforms.Why wouldn’t it choose to offer News+, Arcade, and (potentially, but at present, unlikely, given Apple Watch integration) Fitness across multiple platforms — not to mention other services it may have planned. (Health? Podcasts? Payments?)The problem under existing App
Store rules is that if it takes a chunk of revenue from competitors in the same service categories providing services on its own platform, but fails to compete on an equal footing against them on others, Apple will be seen as anticompetitive.The solution? Exactly what the company has done: Begin to open up its own market in order to avoid such
accusations.What this meansI think this means that at some point soon Apple may begin offering additional Apple services on other platforms to compete with others. News seems an obvious choice. The idea that a family might invest in the Apple One service to access News on any device and on any platform makes a lot of sense. News being an
obvious “reader app,” perhaps Apple’s recent App Store changes lay the foundation for such a move. And the recent News Partner Program may help the company build local news on a global basis.In a client note discussing the latest App Store changes provided to me, Morgan Stanley analyst Katy Huberty hints at such a step, writing: “We also see
the latest changes as a move by Apple to self-regulate in order to dampen legal/regulatory pressures,” she adds, “and/or to pave the way to becoming more competitive with its own branded reader apps including Apple Music, Apple TV+, and Apple News+.” What is the cost of this change?The cost of Apple’s move to open up for reader apps isn’t
huge. Morgan Stanley estimates that the top 50 such apps account for 13% of App Store revenue. That’s across entertainment, music, books, and news apps.The thing is, instituting their own payment systems doesn’t make sense for all these apps, prompting the analyst to say that only the “top 10 or so” have the scale, brand, budget, and loyalty to
“absorb the friction of circumventing the App Store payments platform."At worst, the analysts estimate the move will equate to a 4% reduction in Apple Services revenue for such apps via the App Store.Apple will certainly want to find some way to claw back such lost income. And one obvious way might be to introduce new services across additional
platforms — and to intensify its competitive push into alternative platforms. That means existing services such as Music and TV+ will be mercilessly promoted across platforms Apple now supports. It also means the company will be seeking new services it can offer to global audiences, which perhaps is what its recent Primephonic purchase is all
about.Of course, anticipating an intensification in Apple’s offer around its services packages isn’t particularly far-fetched. We know the company wants to juice TV+ sales as it seeks to transition existing free subscribers to pay. And we know the company seeks to push revenue in its services segment higher as that’s what it has said it wants to do.
Particularly if part of its plans involve abandoning its highly profitable search deal with Google, which will shave billions off of its bottom line.What about games?In the event Apple chooses to unleash News across other platforms, it surely makes sense to port Arcade in the same way. In the short term, maybe not.Huberty writes: “Our checks indicate
there is no intention for Apple to bring these changes to gaming apps. While reader apps collectively make up just 14% of T12M App Store developer revenue, Gaming apps are the App Store cash cow, accounting for 63% of developer revenue in T12M.” Never say never, of course.“That said, given the importance of the gaming category, it will be a
space we watch closely, especially with the decision in Apple's legal dispute with Epic Games expected to be announced any day now,” the analyst said.This may be true, but given the reader app changes aren’t expected to be made available until early next year, and that Apple is also expected to make significant announcements around AR in 2022,
it’s hard to ignore the momentum.I think this energy potentially translates into a cross-platform games service with augmented reality as the prize. That would, of course, explain the current bad blood between Apple and Epic, given the latter’s determination to rule the multiverse.Things look likely to become interesting in the coming months — so
long as Apple doesn’t shed trust.Please follow me on Twitter, or join me in the AppleHolic’s bar & grill and Apple Discussions groups on MeWe. Copyright © 2021 IDG Communications, Inc. iMore is supported by its audience. When you purchase through links on our site, we may earn an affiliate commission. Here’s why you can trust us. Google’s
Android is now the second most popular mobile operating system in the world - second only to Nokia’s Symbian OS, according to Gartner’s third quarter report. Apple’s iOS comes in third, followed by Research In Motion’s (RIM) BlackBerry OS, and Microsoft Windows Mobile. In just a year, Android gobbled up over a quarter of the worldwide mobile
OS market (25.5 percent), outclassed only by Nokia’s Symbian, which has 36.6 percent of the market. iOS, now on iPhones, iPads and iPod Touches, has 15.7 percent of the pie, and RIM has just under 15 percent. Windows Mobile is last, with 2.8 percent (this doesn’t include the newly released Windows Phone 7 sales). This time 2009, Android was an
upstart mobile OS with a huge potential representing a mere 3.5 percent of a market dominated by Nokia (44.6 percent) and RIM (20.7 percent). Apple had just over 17 percent and Windows Mobile 7.9 percent. Twelve months later, the picture is radically different. Android has overtaken Microsoft, RIM and its bitter rival iOS, with only Nokia’s giant
operations standing in its way. The Android Army Fights Back Gartner’s report says that sales of Android devices were particularly dominant in North America, thanks to offerings from Verizon, Sprint, and T-Mobile - all rivals of AT&T, the exclusive carrier of the Apple iPhone for the last three years. Gartner estimates Android phones accounted for
75 percent to 80 percent of Verizon’s trade. The report mentions that Android’s explosive growth was also rocketed by cheap smartphone sales, as well as various offers such as two-for-one. Click to Zoom Samsung sold seven million Android Galaxy S phones worldwide, and three million of those were in the U.S., making the phone a huge success.
This helped Samsung’s smartphone market share to reach 17.2 percent in the third quarter of 2010, again, only outclassed by Nokia (28.2 percent). Apple has only 3.2 percent of worldwide phone sales, RIM has 2.9 percent, with Motorola and HTC, two big manufacturers of Android phones, having 2.1 and 1.6 percent respectively. Gartner says Apple
sold 13.5 million units in the third quarter of 2010. The Next Battle: Tablets And Beyond Rivals are still scrambling to put together their defenses against Apple’s iPad, which has a 4 million units sold head start. In the Android gang, there is the Samsung Galaxy Tab, now on sale, and several other tablets expected from other manufacturers. But
Google is yet to release a version of it Android OS optimized for tablets. Gartner forecasts that the tablet market will be huge in 2011, as almost 55 million units could be sold altogether. Follow Daniel Ionescu and Today@PCWorld on Twitter Planning to load up on apples while they're in season? Here's a list of the best apples for eating fresh. All of
these varieties are juicy, flavorful, and crisp. Sweet apples are great for snacking, healthy desserts, and balancing with salty and savory foods, notes There's an Apple for That, a website that's all about apples. Some of the best sweet apples are: Crispin (Mutsu)FujiGolden DeliciousGala You'll often see sweet apples paired with sharp cheeses on a
cheeseboard. If you love acidic flavors, then tart apples are for you. They're easy to find in most markets and include varieties like: Granny SmithBraeburnMcIntosh Tart apples are great with peanut butter or tossed into salads. There are the apples that fall somewhere in the middle; not quite sweet and not quite tart, including: CameoGinger
GoldHoney CrispLibertyMcIntosh These are great baking apples. The Spruce / Jie En Lee Many of the apples that you find at the grocery store, including Red Delicious, have been bred to look good and ship well—taste is a mere afterthought. So, if you want a flavorful apple, seek out the heirloom varieties. Visit a local farm or farmers' market to
discover varieties that never make it to the grocery store. If you happen upon a variety that you really love, consider planting a few in your backyard. It takes some time for an apple tree to start producing, but after that, you'll be set. Many apple varieties will stay fresh for months, refrigerated, or during the cooler months, at room temperature, so it's
definitely worth stocking up if you find a good deal on an apple that you enjoy. As a general rule, late-season (harvested in October or November), thick-skinned, tart apples store best. Ask a farmer to recommend a variety or select apples that will stay good all winter. You'll be glad you did when you're still eating tasty apples in January. Seems like
there's an individual apple for every purpose! Planning to make apple butter? You'll want different apples for that. Try other recipes such as apple pancakes, donuts, muffins, and crisps. As the colder days approach, set some time aside to learn how to make applesauce. Not only is it healthy and delicious, it'll keep the comforting smell of cooked
apples in your kitchen throughout the winter. And last, but certainly not least, don't forget to have the kids deliver a couple of apples to their favorite teacher!
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