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Lead is a toxic metal used for many years in products found in and around our homes. Although lead-based paint was banned for use in residential structures in 1978, deterioration of old buildings, remodeling and renovation of older houses, and lead in dust and soil result in a continuing health threat — especially for young children. Lead-Based Paint
Abatement Activities On September 26, 2000, the State of Tennessee Lead-Based Paint Abatement Rule became effective for activities conducted in “target housing” and “child occupied facilities”. The Toxic Substances Program certifies lead professionals, provides accreditation for the proper training programs, and provides work practice standards
for conducting lead-based paint abatement activities. Lead Abatement Certification Professionals working with lead-based paint in "target housing" and "child-occupied facilities" must be trained and certified to ensure that they follow lead-safe work practices to protect citizens and the environment. Lead Abatement Compliance Guidelines The Toxic
Substances Program monitors the compliance of contractors and workers conducting lead abatement projects in target residential dwellings and child occupied facilities built prior to 1978. A Lead-Based Paint Compliance Notebook is provided to assist lead-based paint certified supervisors, project designers and firms who conduct lead abatement
activities in target housing and child-occupied facilities within the state. Lead - Renovation, Repair and Painting (RRP) Common renovation activities can create hazardous lead dust and chips by disturbing lead-based paint. The U.S. EPA requires contractors performing renovation, repair and painting projects that disturb lead-based paint in homes,
child care facilities, and schools built before 1978 to be certified and follow specific work practices to prevent lead contamination. Let us help you learn more about this federal program. Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention The Toxic Substances Program collaborates with the Department of Health to identify the source of lead exposure for children
with elevated blood-lead levels. As part of the Elevated Blood-Lead Levels (EBLL) Investigations risk assessment report, actions families can take to reduce the child’s risk of lead exposure are outlined. Learn more about Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention. NOTICE! A Tennessee contractor's license is required BEFORE bidding or offering a price!
Reciprocal agreements do NOT allow using another state's license. (Note: Must bid/contract in exact name as licensed!) If it is hard for you to read, speak, or understand English, please see our Language Assistance webpage for more information about our free language assistance services. Tennessee Rule Chapter 1200-01-20 Asbestos Accreditation
Requirements became effective June 23, 2009, for training providers, training courses, firms, and asbestos professionals in Tennessee. The current regulatory requirement is Tennessee Rule Chapter 0400-13-02, which became effective on May 20, 2025, replacing Tennessee Rule Chapter 1200-01-20. Rule Chapter 0400-13-02-Asbestos Accreditation
Requirements is effective May 20, 2025. It replaces and amends Rule Chapter 1200-01-20, which implements Tennessee Code Annotated (T.C.A.) T.C.A. §§ 62-41-101 et seq., Chapter 41 - Tennessee Asbestos Contractor Accreditation and Regulation Act of 1993. The new amended Rule outlines procedures and requirements for accrediting training
programs, training courses, firms, and accrediting five disciplines of professionals to conduct asbestos activities. The Rule also defines the asbestos activity that each discipline can conduct. The Rule stipulates that only Tennessee-accredited persons shall perform asbestos activities in schools or public and commercial buildings in Tennessee.
Asbestos activities include developing management plans for schools, developing project designs, conducting response actions, conducting inspections, and collecting clearance air samples. The purpose is to ensure that individuals are properly trained and accredited. Training programs are accredited to ensure that the training curriculum for each
asbestos discipline adheres to specific requirements. The amended rule requires firms to obtain a three-year accreditation and provides for a dual accreditation as an asbestos inspector/management planner. The amended rule allows training programs to offer online refresher training courses, if appropriately accredited and with limitations. It also
establishes new fees for the accreditation of individuals and firms, and training program courses. Penalties for non-compliance are also described. Click here to access the amended state lead-based paint Rule on the Tennessee Secretary of State’s website. Rule Chapter 0400-13-01 Lead-Based Paint Abatement implements Tennessee Code Annotated
(T.C.A.) Section 68-131-401 et seq., Part 4-Tennessee Lead-Based Paint Abatement Certification Act of 1997. It is effective June 5, 2024 and replaces and amends Rule Chapter 1200-01-18.The State of Tennessee Lead Hazard Program became an EPA authorized program on January 17, 2001. The Rule outlines procedures and requirements for
accrediting training programs, certifying professionals, and establishing work practice standards for conducting lead-based paint abatement activities. The purpose is to ensure that individuals are properly trained and certified to conduct lead-based paint (LBP) activities in target housing and child-occupied facilities. Training programs are accredited
to ensure that training curriculums adhere to specific requirements for each LBP discipline. The amended rule removes annual renewal of certification fees for firms and individuals and requires each to obtain a three-year certification. The amended rule allows training programs to offer online refresher training courses, if appropriately accredited
and with limitations. It lowers the concentrations of dust-lead hazards and clearance levels, which are both congruent with current federal standards. It also establishes new fees for certification of individuals and firms, lead hazard reduction project notifications, accreditation of training programs. Penalties for non-compliance are also described. A 5-
day Notification to the State (see the Notification of Lead-Based Paint Activity) is required prior to the commencement of risk assessments, inspections, clearances, and abatement projects. In addition, Tennessee's Lead-Based Paint Abatement Rule requires the distribution of Pre-Renovation Education prior to renovations in target housing and child-
occupied facilities. The 'Renovate Right' brochure is the current document used to fulfill Pre-Renovation Education requirements (Spanish version also available). For additional information about the Commissioner’s Exam or about how to become a certified LBP firm or professional in Tennessee, call toll free: 1-888-771-LEAD. NOTICE! A Tennessee
contractor's license is required BEFORE bidding or offering a price! Reciprocal agreements do NOT allow using another state's license. (Note: Must bid/contract in exact name as licensed!) The Division of Solid Waste Management’s Rule Chapter 0400-13-01-Lead-Based Paint Abatement is effective June 5, 2024. It replaces and amends Rule Chapter
1200-01-18, which was effective September 26, 2000. Rule Chapter 0400-13-01-Lead-Based Paint Abatement implements Tennessee Code Annotated (T.C.A.) Section 68-131-401 et seq., Part 4-Tennessee Lead-Based Paint Abatement Certification Act of 1997. The State of Tennessee Lead Hazard Program became an EPA authorized program on
January 17, 2001. The pending changes and additional rulemaking package information are accessible on the Tennessee Secretary of State’s website: . This can cause: Lower IQ Decreased ability to pay attention Underperformance in school Seizures, coma and even death can occur from very high levels of lead. Who is at risk of lead poisoning?
Individuals of all ages can be affected by lead poisoning; however, it is a more serious threat for children. What causes lead poisoning? Several things in and around the home can cause lead poisoning: Lead-based paint - A common source of lead exposure in young children is deteriorating paint found in older homes and buildings. Soil - Soil can be
contaminated by exterior lead paint chips and dust, past use of lead-based insect sprays, or remodeling projects. This contaminated soil may be tracked inside on shoes and clothing. Air - Air may be contaminated from dust caused by sanding, scraping, or burning during removal of lead based paint. Lead contamination may also occur from living
near a manufacturing plant or smelter. Jewelry - Some adult and children’s jewelry has been found to contain lead. Toys - Some toys and other consumer products have been found to contain lead. Water pipes - Lead pipes, brass plumbing fixtures and copper pipes soldered with lead can release lead into tap water. What are risk factors for lead
poisoning? Factors that may increase the risk of lead poisoning include: Age - Infants and young children are more likely to be exposed to lead than older children or adults. Children may chew paint chips. Or, children may contaminate their hands with lead and then put their finger into their mouth. Young children absorb lead more easily than
older children or adults. Living in an older home - The use of lead-based paint was common until it was banned in 1978. Anyone living in a home or remodeling a home built before 1978 is at greater risk of lead poisoning. Certain hobbies - Refinishing old furniture could put a person in contact with layers of lead-paint. What are symptoms of lead
poisoning? Initially, symptoms of lead poisoning can be hard to detect. Signs and symptoms usually don’t appear until dangerous amounts have accumulated. Irritability Loss of appetite Weight loss Sluggishness and fatigue Abdominal pain Vomiting Constipation Learning difficulties Babies who are exposed to lead before birth may show signs of lead
poisoning. Symptoms in newborns include: Learning difficulties Slowed growth Although children are primarily at risk, lead poisoning is also dangerous for adults. Symptoms in adults include: High blood pressure Declines in mental functioning Pain, numbness or tingling of the extremities Muscular weakness Headache Abdominal pain Memory loss
Mood disorders Reduced sperm count, abnormal sperm Miscarriage or premature birth in pregnant women A lead paint inspection will identify the presence of lead-based paint. Trained and certified inspectors often use x-ray fluorescence machines commonly called "XRF," to test for lead-based paint. Paint chips can also be sent to a laboratory for
testing. For more information on assessing any possible lead in your building, see the Tennessee Childhood Poisoning Prevention’s webpage. What should you do to protect your family from lead hazards? Get your young children tested for lead, even if they seem healthy Wash children’s hands, bottles, pacifiers, and toys often Make sure children eat
healthy, low-fat foods and get calcium in their diet Get your home checked for lead hazards Regularly clean floors, window sills, and other surfaces Wipe soil off shoes before entering the house Fix surfaces in the home with peeling or chipping paint, using appropriate lead-safe home repair methods Take precautions to avoid exposure to lead dust
when remodeling or renovating Don’t use a belt-sander, propane torch, high temperature heat gun, scraper, or sandpaper on painted surfaces that may contain lead Don’t try to remove lead-based paint yourself Lead in drinking water Metal water pipes may weaken over time. To help protect your family, always let the cold water run for two to three
minutes when using tap water the first time each day. This will flush out lead or copper that may have settled over time. Do not use hot water for drinking, cooking or making formula. Metals are more likely to dissolve into hot water. It is better to run cold water and then heat it on the stove or in the microwave. For information on healthy drinking
water, visit our Healthy Homes Drinking Water page. Uncommon places to find lead that can harm your family While the majority of lead poisoning comes from lead-based paint, lead in water or other common sources of lead, there are many places where lead is found that are not as well known. Some examples include imported spices, imported
makeup, folk medicine and candy. For more information on lead, see our Environmental Health Topics section. EPA Growing Gardens in Urban Soils EPA Cultivando Huertos en Suelos Urbanos The Green & Healthy Homes Initiative (GHHI) released a Lead Funding Toolkit: a publicly-available, web-based practitioner’s guide including over 40 sources
of funding for residential lead inspection, lead-based paint hazard remediation, lead service line replacement and soil remediation. The Lead Funding Toolkit on the GHHI website outlines specific strategies for leveraging and deploying private, public and philanthropic lead funding in your jurisdiction. The Toolkit includes proven lead funding
solutions and innovations on the horizon to help make your community a leader in finding sustainable support for lead hazard remediation of homes and to eliminate the life-long impact of childhood lead exposure. Infectious agent: N/A Description of illness: Lead poisoning is a serious environmental threat to children’s health. There is no safe blood
lead level. Elevated blood lead levels can impact the central nervous system, affect the body’s production of hemoglobin, and interfere with the body’s ability to use calcium. Life-long effects, such as lowered IQ, learning disabilities and behavioral problems can result from even low levels of lead exposure; rarely, seizures, coma and death have been
reported with very high lead levels. Lead can be ingested or inhaled, and routes of exposure include contaminated air, water, soil, food, or consumer products. Most children encounter lead in their own homes, as a result of exposure to lead-based paint, which was routinely used in homes until banned by the federal government in 1978. All blood lead
levels (normal and elevated) are reportable to the Tennessee Department of Health.
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