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Xiaomi's new Mi Mix 2 and Mi Note 3 smartphones just broke cover. In terms of looks, the two handsets are worlds apart, but they do share some similarities in the specs department.For example, both devices rely on image sensors which can be found on the Xiaomi Mi 6 - the Mi Note 3 borrows the full 12MP + 12MP dual-camera combo, while the Mi
Mix 2 only features a single 12MP camera at the back. The Chinese company did share a bunch of official photo samples taken from the two handsets, so let's dive in and see if we can find something interesting.Apart from offering 2x optical zoom, the dual-cam on the Mi Note 3 is also pretty good at reproducing the so-called bokeh effect - one that
allows you to take photos with a blurry background in order to emphasize on the main subject in the photograph, much as a skilled photographer would with a dedicated camera by using a wide aperture setting. The Mi Mix 2 won't be able to emulate the bokeh effect, but its new sensor is an improvement over the original version. The new 12MP
shooter features OIS and larger 1.25pm pixels, which translates to more stable images/videos and improved low-light capabilities. No new notifications You'll get updated when important things are happening, and when you engage with our community. The Xiaomi Mi MIX was certainly one of the most interesting products of 2016: in fact, one could
argue it was the device that kickstarted the bezel-less design trend we've seen gain immense popularity over the course of the past year, with everyone from Samsung to LG jumping on the trend.But even though Xiaomi positioned the Mi MIX more as a proof-of-concept than an actual mainstream product — quantities were limited, and the phone was
only sold in a handful of countries — it was a pretty effective PR move, pushing people's perception of Xiaomi away from the "just another Chinese manufacturer" mindset.So today's reveal of the Xiaomi Mi MIX 2 is not at all a surprising move. But as mentioned, the bezel-less look is no longer the unique and exciting feature it was last year — so
without the advantage of a shocking design, how does the Mi MIX 2 stack up against its competition? Design-wise, the MIX 2 takes several deviations from the course set by its predecessor. First and foremost, there's the size: the MIX 2 is noticeably smaller in size, with its display sporting a relatively tame 6-inch diagonal, down from 6.4 inches. But
this is further amplified by another major change: while the original had a peculiar 17:9 aspect ratio, the MIX 2 has moved to an even slimmer 18:9, the same as the LG G6, for example.As a result, the front now features an even slimmer bottom bezel, which once again contains the front camera. A notable change is the earpiece above the screen,
which was not present in the original which used an experimental piezoelectric speaker instead. All of this is once again accented with a stylish ceramic back, though Xiaomi claims it has made the material denser and stronger to reduce the chances of it breaking. The rear also features another small but notable change, in the form of a camera
bump.And as for the camera, there are no real surprises to be found: the sensor used is the same 12 MP one you'll find inside the Mi 6, except here it's in a single-camera configuration.On the hardware side of things, the Mi MIX 2 doesn't disappoint, either: it sports the current top-of-the-line SoC from Qualcomm, the Snapdragon 835, and combines it
with a generous 6 GB of RAM. There are three storage options: 64 GB, 128 GB, and 256 GB. Battery capacity isn't skimpy, either, at 3,400 mAh, though it is a notable downgrade from the original's 4,400 mAh. The Xiaomi Mi MIX 2 Special Edition — note the singular ceramic shell Xiaomi also announced a Special Edition of the Mi MIX 2, featuring a
slightly modified design: instead of just the back, the entire shell is made out of a single piece of ceramic. This is accompanied by a slight specs bump to 8 GB of RAM and 128 GB of storage.But here's where things start to get even more interesting: the Mi MIX 2 will support an expanded set of 43 wireless bands, including WCDMA ones. Or to put it in
simple terms, the device will be significantly more compatible with US networks. The full list of supported bands Availability by country hasn't yet been announced, though we imagine it will once again be limited to China and some of its neighbors. But even if the device does have a wider release than its predecessor, Xiaomi doesn't operate directly in
the United States, so those who would like to buy it will have to settle for dealing with resellers.Price-wise, the MIX 2 doesn't disappoint, either: it costs the equivalent of $506, $552, and $613 for the 64, 128, and 256 GB editions, respectively. The Special Edition, on the other hand, is a significantly pricier $720, though this is still cheaper than most
other flagships on the market. However, it's worth noting that this is the price in China, which doesn't take taxes and import costs into account, so the end price will probably be higher worldwide. Xiaomi Mi 11 review (Image credit: Apoorva Bhardwaj / Android Central) Xiaomi has released the first internal beta version of MIUI 12.5 based on Android
12 for the regular Mi 11.The update does not seem to be available at the moment for the other devices in the Mi 11 series.MIUI 12.5 beta is currently accessible only in China.Xiaomi has apparently started beta testing MIUI 12.5 based on Android 12 for the Mi 11, a tipster has shared on Twitter. The release comes just a few days after Google rolled
out the latest Android 12 beta, bringing it a step closer to its final release.The testing marks the rollout of the first internal version of MIUI 12.5 since Xiaomi joined the Android 12 beta update party in May along with other OEMs, as per XDA Developers. At that time, the Chinese phone maker began seeding its own Android 12 beta to the flagship Mi
11 Ultra, Mi 11, the China-only Mi 11 Pro, and the Mi 11i (sold as Mi 11X Pro in India and as Redmi K40 Pro in China). However, that update included only the vanilla Android 12 build, without a MIUI flavor on top.It's a bit odd, though, that the MIUI 12.5 beta has landed only on the regular Mi 11. It remains to be seen when the company will push the
update to the Mi 11 Ultra and Mi 11 Pro, which are among the best Android phones on the market.The closed beta build is also available only in China for now, meaning it doesn't come pre-loaded with Google Play Services or any Google apps. Not much is known about what features Xiaomi will introduce in the Android 12-based build since it's in
internal testing, so we'll have to wait a bit longer before we get to see the changes.Have you listened to this week's Android Central Podcast?Every week, the Android Central Podcast brings you the latest tech news, analysis and hot takes, with familiar co-hosts and special guests.Subscribe in Pocket Casts: AudioSubscribe in Spotify: AudioSubscribe
in iTunes: Audio (opens in new tab) Xiaomi's next major launch event is scheduled for September 11, just one day ahead of Apple's big reveal. The Chinese company is expected to unveil its new flagship, the Xiaomi Mi MIX 2, but that's not the only device that could be announced next week.Another high-end Android smartphone has been recently
teased by Xiaomi, the Mi Note 3. Rumored to pack beastly specs, the Mi Note 3 is likely to compete with the other flagship that Xiaomi plans to launch on Monday, the Mi MIX 2.The teaser image published by Xiaomi today confirms the Mi Note 3 will come with a dual-camera setup, but other than that not much else is revealed in the picture.Previous
reports claim the high-end device will be equipped with a Qualcomm Snapdragon 835 processor, 8GB RAM, and 256GB internal memory. Although it's hard to believe the Mi Note 3 will indeed pack that amount of memory, it's not impossible.The dual-camera setup comprises of two 12MP cameras, which feature dual-LED flash as well. Finally, the Mi
Note 3 is supposed to be powered by a 4,070 mAh battery and it's likely to run MIUI based on Android Nougat. We'll know more early next week unless new info leaks until then.source: Weibo via Playfuldroid Xiaomi Mi 10 (Image credit: Xiaomi) Xiaomi has finally revealed its plans for the global launch of the Mi 10 and Mi 10 Pro.The phones' launch
was delayed due to the cancellation of MWC 2020.The launch event will now take place on March 27 and will be an online-only affair.Owing to the growing severity of the coronavirus pandemic, the biggest mobile showcase of the year has been canceled. And as MWC 2020 went down in flames, so too did most phone makers' meticulously planned
launches of their latest wares.Among those affected was Xiaomi, which was expected to unveil its new flagships to the rest of the world in the last week of February. Finally, almost a month after the news broke, Xiaomi is informing its fans of the new date for the phones' global launch: March 27.Just like the launch in China, this launch will also be an
online-only affair and will be live streamed on Twitter, Facebook, and YouTube. It's scheduled for March 27 at 2 PM GMT+1 (that's 9 AM for those of you on the Eastern Coast and 6 AM on the Pacific Coast).Both phones feature a 90Hz AMOLED display and are powered by a Snapdragon 865. The major differences between the two relate to the
battery (the Mi 10 Pro has a smaller battery but comes with a faster charging rate) and the cameras. Both phones have the same 108MP primary sensor, but the Mi 10 Pro packs an additional 12MP short telephoto lens, 8MP long telephoto lens, and a 20MP ultra-wide lens. The Mi 10, meanwhile, makes do with a 13MP wide-angle lens and two 2-
megapixel shooters.Xiaomi Mi Note 10The first phone to lay claim to a 108 MP camera, the Mi Note 10 certainly packs a punch in the camera department. It's even got two zoom lenses, for a total of five cameras on the back. The 5,260mAh battery is extremely generous and should last you more than a day with ease. The Snapdragon 730G under the
hood is decidedly midrange, but that's about the only thing about this phone that doesn't scream premium.$459 at Amazon (opens in new tab)$495 at Walmart (opens in new tab)
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