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In	the	vast	world	of	Christianity,	two	branches	stand	out:	Methodism	and	Protestantism.	Although	they	share	some	common	roots,	they	have	evolved	into	distinct	belief	systems	with	their	own	unique	practices	and	ideologies.	Understanding	the	differences	between	Methodism	and	Protestantism	is	key	to	appreciating	the	diversity	within	the	Christian
faith.	So,	let’s	dive	deep	into	these	fascinating	denominations	and	explore	what	sets	them	apart.	Defining	Protestantism:	A	Brief	Overview	Before	we	venture	into	the	specificities	of	Methodism,	let’s	first	get	a	clear	understanding	of	what	Protestantism	is	all	about.	Protestantism	emerged	during	the	16th-century	Reformation	period	and	was	a	response
to	certain	practices	and	doctrine	upheld	by	the	Roman	Catholic	Church.	Protestantism	emphasized	the	authority	of	the	Bible	and	rejected	the	authority	of	the	Pope.	It	placed	emphasis	on	individual	faith,	salvation	through	grace,	and	the	priesthood	of	all	believers.	The	Origins	of	Protestantism	The	roots	of	Protestantism	can	be	traced	back	to	Martin
Luther,	a	German	monk	who	famously	nailed	his	Ninety-Five	Theses	to	the	door	of	the	Wittenberg	Castle	Church	in	1517.	Luther’s	call	for	reform	spread	like	wildfire,	igniting	a	movement	that	would	forever	change	the	face	of	Christianity.	The	Reformation	gathered	momentum	with	influential	figures	such	as	John	Calvin,	Ulrich	Zwingli,	and	John	Knox
contributing	to	its	theological	development.	As	the	Reformation	gained	traction,	various	Protestant	denominations	began	to	emerge.	Each	denomination	had	its	own	unique	beliefs	and	practices,	but	they	all	shared	a	common	desire	to	reform	the	church	and	return	to	the	teachings	of	the	Bible.	These	denominations	included	Lutheranism,	Calvinism,
Anglicanism,	Anabaptism,	and	many	others.	The	diversity	within	Protestantism	allowed	for	a	wide	range	of	theological	perspectives	and	worship	styles.	One	of	the	key	aspects	of	Protestantism	was	its	emphasis	on	the	priesthood	of	all	believers.	Unlike	the	Catholic	Church,	which	reserved	the	role	of	priests	for	a	select	few,	Protestants	believed	that	all
believers	had	direct	access	to	God	and	could	serve	as	ministers	of	the	Gospel.	This	idea	empowered	individuals	and	encouraged	them	to	take	an	active	role	in	their	faith	communities.	Key	Beliefs	and	Practices	of	Protestants	Protestants	uphold	several	core	beliefs	that	distinguish	them	from	other	denominations.	They	believe	in	the	sole	authority	of	the
Bible,	known	as	Sola	Scriptura,	viewing	it	as	the	ultimate	guide	for	faith	and	practice.	This	belief	stems	from	the	conviction	that	the	Bible	is	the	inspired	word	of	God	and	contains	all	the	necessary	teachings	for	salvation	and	Christian	living.	In	addition	to	Sola	Scriptura,	Protestants	advocate	for	salvation	by	faith	alone,	emphasizing	the	need	for	a
personal	relationship	with	Jesus	Christ	as	the	basis	for	salvation.	They	believe	that	salvation	is	a	gift	from	God,	received	through	faith,	and	cannot	be	earned	through	good	works	or	religious	rituals.	This	emphasis	on	faith	and	grace	highlights	the	Protestant	belief	in	the	unmerited	favor	of	God.	While	there	is	diversity	among	Protestant	traditions,	most
uphold	the	sacraments	of	baptism	and	communion	as	important	acts	of	obedience.	Baptism	is	seen	as	a	symbolic	representation	of	a	believer’s	identification	with	Christ’s	death,	burial,	and	resurrection.	Communion,	also	known	as	the	Lord’s	Supper	or	the	Eucharist,	is	viewed	as	a	commemoration	of	Jesus’	sacrifice	and	a	means	of	spiritual
nourishment.	It	is	important	to	note	that	the	significance	and	practices	of	these	sacraments	may	vary	among	different	Protestant	denominations.	Some	denominations	practice	infant	baptism,	while	others	only	baptize	believers	who	have	made	a	personal	profession	of	faith.	Similarly,	the	understanding	of	communion	ranges	from	a	symbolic	act	to	a
belief	in	the	real	presence	of	Christ	in	the	elements.	Overall,	Protestantism	is	a	diverse	and	dynamic	movement	within	Christianity.	It	encompasses	a	wide	range	of	beliefs,	practices,	and	traditions,	all	united	by	a	common	desire	to	follow	the	teachings	of	the	Bible	and	live	out	their	faith	in	a	personal	and	meaningful	way.	Unraveling	Methodism:	An
Introduction	Now,	let’s	shift	our	focus	to	Methodism,	a	branch	that	originated	within	the	Protestant	movement.	Methodism	emerged	in	18th-century	England	as	a	revival	movement	led	by	John	Wesley	and	his	brother	Charles	Wesley.	It	quickly	gained	popularity	for	its	emphasis	on	personal	piety,	communal	worship,	and	social	justice.	Today,	Methodist
churches	can	be	found	all	around	the	world.	The	Birth	of	Methodism	Methodism	owes	its	name	to	the	systematic	approach	to	spiritual	disciplines	and	lifestyle	advocated	by	its	early	leaders.	John	Wesley	encouraged	his	followers	to	adopt	a	methodical	approach	to	spiritual	growth	through	prayer,	Bible	study,	fasting,	and	acts	of	charity.	The	Methodist
movement,	known	for	its	energetic	and	emotional	style	of	worship,	drew	large	crowds	and	made	Christianity	accessible	to	a	wider	spectrum	of	society.	As	the	Methodist	movement	spread,	it	faced	opposition	from	some	established	churches.	However,	the	passion	and	dedication	of	its	followers	could	not	be	contained.	They	formed	societies	and	classes
where	they	could	gather	for	worship,	study,	and	mutual	support.	These	small	groups	became	the	backbone	of	the	Methodist	movement,	providing	a	sense	of	community	and	accountability.	One	of	the	key	aspects	of	Methodism	was	its	commitment	to	social	justice.	John	Wesley	believed	that	faith	in	Christ	should	lead	to	a	transformation	of	the	individual
and	society.	He	actively	spoke	out	against	social	injustices	such	as	slavery	and	advocated	for	the	rights	of	the	poor	and	marginalized.	This	emphasis	on	social	justice	became	a	defining	characteristic	of	Methodism.	Fundamental	Tenets	and	Rituals	of	Methodism	Methodism	upholds	many	of	the	core	beliefs	found	in	Protestantism	but	also	places	specific
emphasis	on	social	justice	and	holiness.	Methodists	believe	in	faith	in	Christ	leading	to	transformation,	known	as	sanctification,	over	a	lifetime.	They	are	encouraged	to	actively	engage	in	works	of	mercy,	seeking	justice	and	tending	to	the	needs	of	the	marginalized.	In	addition	to	their	commitment	to	social	justice,	Methodists	also	practice	two
sacraments:	baptism	and	communion.	Baptism	is	seen	as	a	symbol	of	initiation	into	the	Christian	faith	and	a	sign	of	God’s	grace.	Communion,	also	known	as	the	Eucharist	or	the	Lord’s	Supper,	is	a	sacred	ritual	where	Methodists	believe	they	partake	in	the	body	and	blood	of	Christ.	These	sacraments	are	seen	as	outward	signs	of	God’s	grace	at	work	in
their	lives.	Methodist	worship	services	are	characterized	by	their	vibrant	and	participatory	nature.	Congregants	are	encouraged	to	actively	engage	in	singing	hymns,	praying,	and	listening	to	sermons.	The	music	plays	a	significant	role	in	Methodist	worship,	with	hymns	often	expressing	the	theology	and	values	of	the	Methodist	tradition.	Methodism
has	had	a	profound	impact	on	society	throughout	history.	Its	emphasis	on	personal	piety,	social	justice,	and	community	has	inspired	countless	individuals	to	work	for	positive	change	in	the	world.	Methodist	churches	continue	to	be	places	of	worship,	fellowship,	and	service,	providing	a	spiritual	home	for	millions	of	people	worldwide.	Protestantism	vs
Methodism:	A	Comparative	Analysis	Now	that	we	have	established	a	foundation	for	both	Protestantism	and	Methodism,	let’s	delve	into	deeper	distinctions	between	the	two.	While	Methodism	falls	under	the	umbrella	of	Protestantism,	it	possesses	its	own	theological	and	liturgical	characteristics	that	set	it	apart.	Protestantism,	as	a	broad	term,
encompasses	various	Christian	denominations	that	originated	from	the	Reformation	movement	in	the	16th	century.	Methodism,	on	the	other	hand,	emerged	as	a	distinct	movement	within	Protestantism	in	the	18th	century,	led	by	John	Wesley	and	his	brother	Charles	Wesley.	Theological	Differences	One	key	theological	difference	between	mainstream
Protestantism	and	Methodism	lies	in	the	understanding	of	salvation.	While	both	emphasize	salvation	by	faith,	Methodism	takes	it	a	step	further	by	emphasizing	the	process	of	sanctification,	the	ongoing	transformation	of	believers	into	Christlikeness.	This	focus	on	holiness	shapes	Methodists’	understanding	of	sin,	redemption,	and	the	Christian
journey.	Methodism	places	a	strong	emphasis	on	personal	piety	and	the	pursuit	of	holiness	in	everyday	life.	This	emphasis	is	rooted	in	John	Wesley’s	belief	in	the	possibility	of	Christian	perfection,	where	believers	can	attain	a	state	of	entire	sanctification	and	live	a	life	free	from	willful	sin.	This	concept	of	perfectionism	sets	Methodism	apart	from	many
other	Protestant	denominations.	Differences	in	Worship	Style	and	Rituals	Another	notable	difference	between	Protestantism	and	Methodism	lies	in	their	worship	styles.	While	many	Protestant	churches	often	embrace	a	more	informal	and	contemporary	approach	to	worship,	Methodist	services	retain	a	more	traditional	and	structured	format.
Methodists	follow	a	liturgy	that	includes	hymns,	prayers,	responsive	readings,	and	a	sermon.	This	intentional	structure	helps	foster	a	sense	of	reverence	and	order	within	the	worshiping	community.	Methodist	hymnody	holds	a	special	place	within	the	tradition,	with	hymns	like	“And	Can	It	Be”	and	“O	for	a	Thousand	Tongues	to	Sing”	being	widely	sung
and	cherished.	These	hymns	not	only	express	theological	truths	but	also	serve	as	a	means	of	spiritual	formation	and	communal	worship.	Organizational	Structure:	How	They	Differ	In	terms	of	organizational	structure,	Protestantism	encompasses	a	wide	range	of	denominations	with	varying	levels	of	hierarchical	organization.	Some	Protestant
denominations,	such	as	Presbyterianism,	have	a	more	centralized	structure	with	governing	bodies	like	synods	and	presbyteries.	Others,	like	Baptist	churches,	tend	to	have	a	more	congregationalist	approach	with	each	local	church	being	autonomous.	On	the	other	hand,	Methodism	follows	a	connectional	system	whereby	churches	are	grouped	into
conferences	overseen	by	bishops.	This	system	allows	for	collaboration	and	accountability	among	Methodist	churches	while	providing	a	sense	of	unity	in	mission	and	purpose.	The	highest	governing	body	in	Methodism	is	the	General	Conference,	which	meets	every	four	years	to	make	decisions	on	matters	of	doctrine,	polity,	and	social	issues.	Methodist
bishops,	unlike	bishops	in	some	other	Christian	traditions,	are	not	seen	as	having	a	higher	sacramental	authority	but	rather	serve	as	spiritual	leaders	and	administrators	within	the	connectional	system.	They	are	responsible	for	appointing	and	overseeing	pastors,	ensuring	the	spiritual	well-being	of	the	churches	under	their	care,	and	promoting	the
mission	of	the	Methodist	Church.	Furthermore,	Methodism	places	a	strong	emphasis	on	lay	leadership	and	involvement.	Laypeople	are	encouraged	to	actively	participate	in	the	life	and	ministry	of	the	church,	serving	in	various	roles	such	as	lay	preachers,	class	leaders,	and	members	of	administrative	committees.	In	conclusion,	while	Methodism	falls
under	the	broader	category	of	Protestantism,	it	has	distinct	theological,	liturgical,	and	organizational	characteristics	that	set	it	apart.	The	emphasis	on	sanctification,	the	structured	worship	style,	and	the	connectional	system	of	church	governance	contribute	to	the	unique	identity	of	Methodism	within	the	Protestant	tradition.	Common	Misconceptions
About	Methodists	and	Protestants	Throughout	history,	misunderstandings	and	misconceptions	have	inevitably	arisen	around	different	denominations.	Let’s	debunk	some	common	misconceptions	associated	with	Methodism	and	Protestantism.	Misunderstood	Beliefs	Contrary	to	popular	belief,	Methodism	is	not	a	separate	religion	but	rather	a	distinct
branch	within	Protestantism.	Methodists	fully	embrace	the	foundational	beliefs	of	the	Protestant	faith,	with	their	distinct	emphasis	on	holiness	and	social	action.	Similarly,	Protestants	are	not	a	homogeneous	group	but	encompass	a	wide	variety	of	denominations	with	differing	beliefs	and	practices.	Clarifying	the	Confusion	It	is	crucial	to	approach
discussions	regarding	denominational	differences	with	an	open	mind	and	a	willingness	to	learn	from	one	another.	Engaging	in	interfaith	dialogue	can	dispel	misconceptions	and	foster	a	deeper	understanding	of	our	shared	Christian	heritage.	Remember,	unity	in	faith	does	not	require	uniformity	in	practice.	The	Impact	of	These	Differences	on
Individual	Believers	Understanding	the	differences	between	Methodism	and	Protestantism	goes	beyond	mere	academic	curiosity.	These	differences	have	profound	implications	for	individual	believers	as	they	navigate	their	spiritual	journeys.	Choosing	a	Path:	Personal	Implications	For	individuals	seeking	a	church	community,	understanding	the
distinctive	beliefs	and	practices	of	Methodism	and	Protestantism	can	help	guide	their	decision-making	process.	Factors	such	as	theological	alignment,	worship	style,	and	opportunities	for	community	engagement	are	significant	considerations	that	can	impact	one’s	spiritual	growth	and	sense	of	belonging.	Community	and	Cultural	Differences	The
diversity	within	the	Christian	tradition	is	beautiful	and	enriching.	By	recognizing	and	appreciating	the	nuances	between	Methodism	and	Protestantism,	we	foster	a	spirit	of	unity	while	embracing	the	beauty	of	our	differences.	Community	and	cultural	variances	can	shape	the	worship	experience,	church	traditions,	and	social	outreach	efforts,	presenting
believers	with	opportunities	to	engage	with	a	wide	range	of	expressions	of	faith.	In	Conclusion	Methodism	and	Protestantism,	though	sharing	common	roots,	have	distinct	characteristics	that	set	them	apart	within	the	expansive	Christian	tradition.	From	the	origins	of	Protestantism	to	the	birth	of	Methodism,	and	from	theological	differences	to	worship
styles,	it	is	crucial	to	acknowledge	and	appreciate	the	diversity	within	the	Christian	family.	Understanding	these	differences	empowers	believers	to	make	informed	choices	and	engage	in	meaningful	dialogue,	promoting	mutual	respect	and	fostering	a	deeper	understanding	of	faith.	Methodism	and	Anglicanism	are	distinct	branches	of	Christianity,
though	they	have	a	closer	relationship	to	each	other	than	to	other	denominations	and	traditions.	Because	of	their	unique	connection,	Methodists	and	Anglicans	have	a	lot	in	common,	but	they	have	significant	differences,	too.	Anglicanism	is	a	midway	point	between	Catholicism	and	Protestantism	in	doctrine	and	practice,	while	Methodism	is	Protestant.
The	reformation	efforts	of	John	Wesley	created	tension	inside	the	Church	of	England	in	the	18th	century,	which	led	to	a	separation	between	his	followers,	the	Methodists,	and	the	Anglican	communion.	What	were	the	disagreements	between	Wesley	and	the	Anglican	church?	What	is	the	difference	between	“Methodist,”	“Anglican,”	“the	Church	of
England,”	and	“Episcopalian”?	What	do	Methodists	and	Anglicans	agree	on	and	disagree	about	today?	Keep	reading	to	learn	more.	Also	see	Roman	Catholic	vs.	Protestant	vs.	Eastern	Orthodoxy:	Differences	to	learn	more.	Compare	Methodist	and	Anglican	beliefs	below.	John	Wesley	(1703-1791),	the	founder	of	Methodism,	never	intended	to	start	a
new	denomination.	Instead,	he	wanted	to	reform	the	Church	of	England	through	a	renewed	focus	on	spiritual	disciplines.	He	also	criticized	other	aspects	of	the	English	church.	Anglican	leadership	resisted	Wesley’s	efforts	and	eventually	banned	him	from	preaching	in	their	churches.	(Also	see	Methodist	vs.	Pentecostal:	What’s	the	Difference?)	People
called	Wesley	and	his	followers	“methodists”	as	a	criticism	because	they	disagreed	with	his	allegedly	legalistic	and	rigid	approach	to	Christian	living.	Wesley	and	his	followers	started	using	the	term	to	describe	themselves	in	1729.	“A	methodist	is	one	who	lives	according	to	the	method	laid	down	in	the	Bible,”	Wesley	said.	Today,	the	terms
“Methodist,”	“Anglican,”	“Church	of	England,”	and	“Episcopal	Church”	can	lead	to	confusion.	While	their	meanings	partially	overlap,	there	are	differences	between	them,	as	the	table	below	reveals.	TermMeaningMethodist	denominationA	branch	of	Protestant	Christianity	that	was	started	by	John	Wesley	and	his	brother	Charles.	Though	Methodism	is
often	referred	to	as	a	denomination,	the	tradition	includes	multiple	denominations,	the	largest	of	which	is	the	United	Methodist	Church.Anglican	CommunionOften	used	synonymously	with	the	“Anglican”	church,	in	narrow	use,	the	term	describes	the	Christian	church	in	England	itself.Church	of	EnglandOften	used	synonymously	with	the	“Anglican”
church,	in	narrow	use,	the	term	describes	the	Christian	church	in	England	itself.Episcopal	ChurchAfter	the	Revolutionary	War	in	America	(1775-1783),	the	Anglican	Church	adopted	the	name	“Episcopal	Church.”	From	the	Greek	word	for	“bishop,”	the	name	refers	to	the	type	of	church	government	found	in	the	Anglican	tradition,	which	is	bishop-led.
Did	Wesley	have	success?	Yes.	Wesley	organized	pastors	and	evangelists	to	travel	and	proclaim	the	gospel	of	Jesus	Christ.	He	sent	preachers	to	places	the	Church	of	England	had	not	effectively	reached	at	that	time.	Wesley	valued	the	marginalized,	the	poor,	and	the	outcast.	His	strategy	of	using	itinerant	evangelists	to	preach	the	gospel	to	all	people
was	a	profound	success.	(Also	see	Methodist	vs.	Roman	Catholic:	What’s	the	Difference?)	Did	Wesley	have	setbacks?	Yes.	Though	he	experienced	personal	and	ministry-related	setbacks,	Wesley	and	his	followers	proclaimed	the	gospel	to	thousands	in	England	and	America.	Though	Wesley	was	known,	in	part,	for	his	rigid	approach	to	different	aspects
of	the	Christian	life,	he	believed	that	God	uses	all	people,	not	just	the	ordained.	He	said,	“Give	me	one	hundred	preachers	who	fear	nothing	but	sin	and	desire	nothing	but	God,	and	I	care	not	whether	they	be	clergymen	or	laymen;	they	alone	will	shake	the	gates	of	Hell	and	set	up	the	kingdom	of	Heaven	upon	Earth.”	Something	many	people	wonder
about	Christianity	is,	Do	All	Denominations	Go	to	Heaven?	Follow	the	link	to	learn	the	answer	to	this	critical	question.	When	was	the	Anglican	church	started?	See	below	The	first	table	below	provides	an	overview	of	Methodism	and	Anglicanism.	The	second	table	compares	their	beliefs	on	several	doctrines.	Readers	are	encouraged	to	use	this
information	as	a	starting	point	to	learn	more	about	each	tradition.	OVERVIEWMethodismAnglicanismOriginJohn	Wesley	founded	Methodism,	which	arose	out	of	the	Church	of	England	in	the	mid-18th	century.Christianity	in	England	dates	to	the	first	few	centuries	after	Christ.	However,	the	Church	of	England	declared	independence	from	the	Roman
Catholic	Church	under	King	Henry	VIII	(1491-1547)	in	the	Act	of	Supremacy	(1534).Early	influencer(s)Besides	John	Wesley,	Charles	Wesley	(1707-1788)	and	George	Whitefield	(1714-1770)	played	critical	roles	in	the	formation	of	the	denomination.Thomas	Cranmer	(1489-1556),	King	Edward	VI	(1537-1553),	Richard	Hooker	(1554-1600)Significant
writing	outside	the	BibleThe	term	“connectionalism”	describes	the	network	of	relationships	among	Methodist	churches.	“Bishops”	lead	churches	within	the	framework	of	the	Episcopalian	polity.The	Apostles’	Creed,	The	Nicene	Creed;	the	Book	of	Common	Prayer	(1549);	39	Articles	of	Religion	(1571),	which	are	included	in	the	Book	of	Common
Prayer.Institutional	leadershipThe	“high	church”	refers	to	Anglicans	who	value	tradition	and	wish	to	conserve	the	historical	teachings	of	the	church.	The	“low	church”	refers	to	Anglicans	who	believe	some	traditions	and	doctrines	are	outdated	and	embrace	modern	social	trends	that	they	believe	make	the	church	more	relevant.The	Archbishop	of
Canterbury	is	the	head.	Synods	consisting	of	lay	people,	clergy,	and	bishops,	are	charged	with	making	significant	decisions	for	the	churches	in	the	communion.DivisionsThere	are	many	denominations	in	the	Methodist	tradition.	The	United	Methodist	Church	is	the	largest	and	has	adopted	liberal	perspectives	on	many	social	and	theological	issues	in
recent	decades.	Other	small	denominations	maintain	conservative	positions.*The	“high	church”	refers	to	Anglicans	who	value	tradition	and	wish	to	conserve	the	historic	teachings	of	the	church.	The	“low	church”	refers	to	Anglicans	who	believe	some	traditions	and	doctrines	are	outdated	and	embrace	modern	social	trends	that	they	believe	make	the
church	more	relevant.	*There	isn’t	a	single	Methodist	denomination.	It’s	more	accurate	to	speak	of	the	“Methodist	tradition,”	comprising	different	denominations.	The	largest	Methodists	denominations	are,	The	United	Methodist	Church	(UMC):	estimated	7.6	million	members	African	Methodist	Episcopal	Church	(AMEC):	estimated	2.5	million
members	African	Methodist	Episcopal	Zion	Church	(ECO):	estimated	301,000	members	Christian	Methodist	Episcopal	Church	(CMEC):	estimated	290,000	members	Also,	see	What	Do	Methodists	Believe?	to	learn	more.	What	does	the	Anglican	church	believe	about	the	Bible?	See	below	In	Methodism	and	Anglicanism,	there	are	conservative	churches
and	members	and	liberal	ones.	Liberal	churches	and	members	challenge	certain	historical	teachings	of	their	tradition,	embracing	ideas	consistent	with	social	trends	and	movements.	Conservative	perspectives	champion	the	historic	teaching	of	the	church,	which	is	sometimes	in	contrast	with	modern	values	and	priorities.
BELIEFSMethodismAnglicanismOverviewMethodists	are	Protestants,	believing	that	salvation	is	by	grace	through	faith	and	not	according	to	works.	Methodist	theology	is	sometimes	called	“Wesleyan	theology”	or	“Wesleyan-Arminian	theology.”Some	describe	Anglicanism	as	Protestant;	others	describe	it	as	a	middle	way	between	Catholicism	and
Anglicanism;	others	describe	it	as	a	middle	way	between	Presbyterianism	and	Lutheranism.	The	Chicago-Lambeth	Quadrilateral	is	intended	to	summarize	Anglican	beliefs.*GodMethodists	believe	in	the	TrinityAnglicans	believe	in	the	TrinityIs	Jesus	God?YesYesIs	the	Holy	Spirit	God?YesYesThe	BibleThe	Bible	is	inspired	according	to	traditional
Methodist	teaching.	Some	conservative	Methodist	denominations	in	America	accept	and	use	the	term	“inerrancy,”	which	means	that	Scripture	is	without	error.The	Bible	is	inspired	according	to	traditional	Anglican	teaching.SinMethodists	believe	in	original	sin	but	not	total	depravity.Anglicans	believe	in	original	sin	but	not	total
depravity.SalvationMethodists	are	Arminian,	as	opposed	to	Calvinists	or	Reformed.Anglicans	baptize	infants	for	regeneration,	church	membership,	and	the	forgiveness	of	sins.SanctificationTraditionally,	Methodists	believe	in	“Christian	perfection”	of	the	heart	before	death,	as	opposed	to	other	Protestant	denominations	that	believe	that	occurs	at
death	for	the	believer.Anglicanism	doesn’t	teach	the	doctrine	of	“Christian	perfection.”BaptismMethodists	baptize	infants	as	a	sign	of	regeneration.Methodists	believe	in	the	Real	presence	of	Christ,	making	it	more	than	a	memorial	like	in	some	Protestant	traditions,	but	they	don’t	believe	in	transubstantiation	as	Catholicism
teaches.CommunionMethodists	believe	in	the	Real	presence	of	Christ,	making	it	more	than	a	memorial	like	in	some	Protestant	traditions,	but	they	don’t	believe	in	transubstantiation	like	Catholicism	teaches.Anglicans	reject	transubstantiation	and	the	memorial	view	of	the	bread	and	cup.	Instead,	people	receive	the	elements	of	the	body	and	blood	of
Christ	through	faith.EschatologyThe	Second	Coming	of	Christ	is	a	primary	doctrine;	the	millennium	is	understood	according	to	Amillennial	theology.The	Second	Coming	of	Christ	is	a	primary	doctrine;	the	millennium	is	understood	according	to	Amillennial	theology.	Also	see	Methodist	vs.	Lutheran:	What’s	the	Difference?	*	The	Chicago-Lambeth
Quadrilateral	describes	Anglican	theology,	worship,	and	church	structure.	In	addition,	the	church	uses	it	to	summarize	Anglican	teachings.	The	quadrilateral	is,	The	Holy	Scriptures	of	the	Old	and	New	Testaments	as	“containing	all	things	necessary	to	salvation”	and	as	being	the	rule	and	ultimate	standard	of	faith.	The	Creeds	(specifically,	the	Apostles
and	Nicene)	are	sufficient	statements	of	the	Christian	faith.	The	dominical	sacraments	of	Baptism	and	Holy	Communion.	The	historic	episcopate	locally	adapted.	Please	see	the	related	articles	below.	References:[1]	Source[2]	Source[3]	Source[4]	Source	If	you	have	studied	the	evolution	of	Christianity,	you	may	already	know	the	seven	major	Christian
denominations:	Anglican	/	Episcopal,	Assembly	of	God,	Baptist,	Lutheran,	Methodist,	Presbyterian,	and	Roman	Catholic.	While	the	various	types	of	Christianity	share	some	basic	beliefs,	they	differ	on	many	issues.	Read	on	to	learn	more	about	where	these	faith	groups	intersect	and	where	they	diverge.	Christian	denominations	differ	in	what	they	use
for	the	basis	of	their	doctrines	and	beliefs.	The	biggest	split	is	between	Catholicism	and	the	denominations	that	have	roots	in	the	Protestant	Reformation.	Here	are	what	the	seven	major	types	of	Christianity	base	their	religion	on:	Anglican/Episcopal:	The	Scriptures	and	the	Gospels,	and	church	fathers	Assembly	of	God:	The	Bible	only	Baptist:	The	Bible
only	Lutheran:	The	Bible	only	Methodist:	The	Bible	only	Presbyterian:	The	Bible	and	the	Confession	of	Faith	Roman	Catholic:	The	Bible,	church	fathers,	popes,	and	bishops	The	Apostles	Composing	the	Creed	by	Somme	le	Roy.	Public	Domain	To	understand	what	different	types	of	Christians	believe,	you	can	start	by	studying	ancient	creeds	and
confessions,	which	spell	out	the	denominations'	major	beliefs	in	a	short	summary.	The	Apostles'	Creed	and	the	Nicene	Creed	both	date	back	to	the	fourth	century.	Below	are	the	creeds	and	confessions	of	the	major	types	of	Christianity:	Anglican/Episcopal:	Apostles'	and	Nicene	Creed	Assembly	of	God:	Statement	of	Fundamental	Truths
Baptist:	Generally	avoid	creeds	or	confessions	that	might	compromise	commitment	to	the	Scriptures	as	the	sole	rule	of	faith	Lutheran:	Apostles'	Creed,	Nicene	Creed,	Athanasian	Creed,	Augsburg	Confession,	Formula	of	Concord	Methodist:	Apostles'	Creed	and	Nicene	Creed	Presbyterian:	Apostles'	Creed,	Nicene	Creed,	Westminster	Confession
Roman	Catholic:	Many,	yet	focus	on	the	Apostles'	Creed	and	Nicene	Creed	Christian	denominations	differ	in	their	view	of	the	authority	of	Scripture	(the	Bible).	The	inspiration	of	Scripture	identifies	the	belief	that	God,	by	the	power	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	directed	the	writing	of	the	Scriptures.	The	inerrancy	of	Scripture	means	the	Bible	is	without	error	or
fault	in	all	that	it	teaches,	but	only	in	its	original	handwritten	manuscripts.	The	following	is	how	the	different	Christian	denominations	view	the	inerrancy	and	inspiration	of	Scripture:	Anglican/Episcopal:	Inspired	(Book	of	Common	Prayer)	Baptist:	Inspired	and	inerrant	Lutheran:	Both	the	Lutheran	Church	Missouri	Synod	and	the	Evangelical	Lutheran
Church	in	America	consider	Scripture	to	be	inspired	and	inerrant	Methodist:	Inspired	and	inerrant	Presbyterian:	"For	some	the	Bible	is	inerrant;	for	others,	it	is	not	necessarily	factual,	but	it	breathes	with	the	life	of	God."	(PCUSA)	Roman	Catholic:	God	is	the	author	of	Sacred	Scripture	and	Catholics	believe	the	Bible	teaches	everything	they	need	to
know	for	salvation	without	error.	(Catechism	–	2nd	Edition)	Trinity	Knot	or	Triquetra	Symbol.	smartboy10	/	Getty	Images	All	seven	denominations	agree	on	the	basic	structure	of	the	Trinity,	the	belief	in	one	God	with	three	distinct	entities	(the	Father,	the	Son,	and	the	Holy	Spirit).	These	are	three	distinct	persons	in	one	God,	not	three	gods	nor	three
parts	of	God,	but	all	coequally	and	coeternally	God.	The	main	differences	lie	in	how	each	tradition	emphasizes	the	roles	and	interactions	of	the	Trinity	in	Christian	life	and	practice.	For	instance,	Pentecostal	traditions	like	the	Assembly	of	God	may	focus	more	on	the	Holy	Spirit,	while	Roman	Catholics	integrate	the	Trinity	deeply	into	their	sacraments
and	liturgies.	Despite	these	differences,	the	doctrine	of	the	Trinity	serves	as	a	unifying	theological	foundation.	In	their	own	words,	here	is	how	the	various	types	of	Christianity	view	the	Trinity:	Anglican/Episcopal:	"There	is	only	one	living	and	true	God,	everlasting,	without	body,	parts,	or	suffering;	of	infinite	power,	wisdom,	and	goodness;	the	Maker,
and	Preserver	of	all	things	both	visible	and	invisible.	And	in	unity	of	this	Godhead	there	are	three	Persons,	of	one	substance,	power,	and	eternity;	the	Father,	the	Son,	and	the	Holy	Spirit."	(Anglican	Beliefs)	Assembly	of	God:	"The	terms	'Trinity'	and	'persons'	as	related	to	the	Godhead,	while	not	found	in	the	Scriptures,	are	words	in	harmony	with
Scripture…We,	therefore,	may	speak	with	propriety	of	the	Lord	our	God	who	is	One	Lord,	as	a	trinity	or	as	one	Being	of	three	persons…"	(AOG	Statement	of	Fundamental	Truths)	Baptist:	"The	Lord	our	God	is	the	one	and	only	living	and	true	God;	Whose	subsistence	is	in	and	of	Himself…In	this	divine	and	infinite	Being	there	are	three	subsistences,	the
Father,	the	Word	or	Son,	and	the	Holy	Spirit.	All	are	one	in	substance,	power,	and	eternity;	each	having	the	whole	divine	essence,	yet	this	essence	being	undivided."	(Baptist	Confession	of	Faith)	Lutheran:	"We	worship	one	God	in	Trinity,	and	Trinity	in	Unity;	Neither	confounding	the	Persons,	nor	dividing	the	Substance.	For	there	is	one	Person	of	the
Father,	another	of	the	Son,	and	another	of	the	Holy	Ghost.	But	the	Godhead	of	the	Father,	of	the	Son,	and	of	the	Holy	Ghost	is	all	one:	the	glory	equal,	the	majesty	coeternal."	(The	Nicene	Creed	and	the	Filioque:	A	Lutheran	Approach)	Methodist:	"We	join	with	millions	of	Christians	through	the	ages	in	an	understanding	of	God	as	a	Trinity—three
persons	in	one:	Father,	Son,	and	Holy	Spirit.	God,	who	is	one,	is	revealed	in	three	distinct	persons.	'God	in	three	persons,	blessed	Trinity'	is	one	way	of	speaking	about	the	several	ways	we	experience	God."	(United	Methodist	Member's	Handbook)	Presbyterian:	"We	believe	and	teach	that	God	is	one	in	essence	or	nature…Notwithstanding	we	believe
and	teach	that	the	same	immense,	one	and	indivisible	God	is	in	person	inseparably	and	without	confusion	distinguished	as	Father,	Son	and	Holy	Spirit	so,	as	the	Father	has	begotten	the	Son	from	eternity,	the	Son	is	begotten	by	an	ineffable	generation,	and	the	Holy	Spirit	truly	proceeds	from	them	both,	and	the	same	from	eternity	and	is	to	be
worshipped	with	both.	Thus	there	are	not	three	gods,	but	three	persons…"	(What	We	Believe)	Roman	Catholic:	"Thus,	in	the	words	of	the	Athanasian	Creed:	'the	Father	is	God,	the	Son	is	God,	and	the	Holy	Spirit	is	God,	and	yet	there	are	not	three	Gods	but	one	God.'	In	this	Trinity	of	Persons	the	Son	is	begotten	of	the	Father	by	an	eternal	generation,
and	the	Holy	Spirit	proceeds	by	an	eternal	procession	from	the	Father	and	the	Son.	Yet,	notwithstanding	this	difference	as	to	origin,	the	Persons	are	co-eternal	and	co-equal:	all	alike	are	uncreated	and	omnipotent."	(Dogma	of	the	Trinity)	The	seven	major	Christian	denominations	all	agree	on	the	nature	of	Christ—that	Jesus	Christ	is	fully	human	and
fully	God.	This	doctrine,	as	spelled	out	in	the	Catechism	of	the	Catholic	Church,	states:	"He	became	truly	man	while	remaining	truly	God.	Jesus	Christ	is	true	God	and	true	man."	The	early	church	debated	other	views	regarding	the	nature	of	Christ,	with	all	being	labeled	as	heresy.	shutterjack	/	Getty	Images	All	seven	denominations	agree	that	the
resurrection	of	Jesus	Christ	was	a	real	event,	historically	verified.	The	Catechism	of	the	Catholic	Church	says,	"The	mystery	of	Christ's	resurrection	is	a	real	event,	with	manifestations	that	were	historically	verified,	as	the	New	Testament	bears	witness."	Belief	in	the	resurrection	means	that	Jesus	Christ,	after	being	crucified	on	the	cross	and	buried	in
the	tomb,	rose	to	life	from	the	dead.	This	doctrine	is	a	cornerstone	of	Christian	faith	and	the	foundation	of	Christian	hope.	By	rising	from	the	dead,	Jesus	fulfilled	his	promise	to	do	so	and	solidified	his	pledge	to	his	followers	that	they,	too,	would	rise	from	the	dead	to	experience	eternal	life	(John	14:19).	Both	Protestants	and	Catholics	generally	agree
on	God's	plan	of	salvation.	Both	believe	in	the	necessity	of	God's	grace	for	salvation,	and	Jesus	Christ’s	role	as	Savior	is	central	in	both	traditions.	The	most	significant	difference	lies	in	the	role	of	works.	Protestants	generally	view	works	as	a	natural	outcome	of	genuine	faith,	not	as	a	contributor	to	one's	salvation.	Catholics,	however,	see	works	as
going	hand-in-hand	with	God’s	grace	in	the	process	of	being	saved.	More	so	than	Protestants,	Catholics	emphasize	the	sacraments	and	the	authority	of	the	Church	as	essential	to	salvation.	Protestants	usually	believe	that	individuals	will	be	saved	if	they	truly	accept	Christ.	Catholics,	however,	think	of	salvation	as	a	lifelong	process	whose	ultimate
success	is	influenced	by	one's	ongoing	faith	and	actions.	In	their	own	words,	this	is	what	the	major	types	of	Christianity	say	about	salvation:	Anglican/Episcopal:	"We	are	accounted	righteous	before	God,	only	for	the	merit	of	our	Lord	and	Saviour	Jesus	Christ	by	Faith,	and	not	for	our	own	works	or	deservings.	Wherefore,	that	we	are	justified	by	Faith
only,	is	a	most	wholesome	Doctrine…"	(39	Articles	Anglican	Communion)	Assembly	of	God:	"Salvation	is	received	through	repentance	toward	God	and	faith	toward	the	Lord	Jesus	Christ.	By	the	washing	of	regeneration	and	renewing	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	being	justified	by	grace	through	faith,	man	becomes	an	heir	of	God,	according	to	the	hope	of	eternal
life."	(AG.org)	Baptist:	"Salvation	involves	the	redemption	of	the	whole	man,	and	is	offered	freely	to	all	who	accept	Jesus	Christ	as	Lord	and	Saviour,	who	by	His	own	blood	obtained	eternal	redemption	for	the	believer…There	is	no	salvation	apart	from	personal	faith	in	Jesus	Christ	as	Lord."	(SBC)	Lutheran:	"Faith	in	Christ	is	the	only	way	for	men	to
obtain	personal	reconciliation	with	God,	that	is,	forgiveness	of	sins…"	(LCMS)	Methodist:	"We	are	accounted	righteous	before	God	only	for	the	merit	of	our	Lord	and	Saviour	Jesus	Christ,	by	faith,	and	not	for	our	own	works	or	deservings.	Wherefore,	that	we	are	justified	by	faith,	only…"	(UMC)	Presbyterian:	"Presbyterians	believe	God	has	offered	us
salvation	because	of	God's	loving	nature.	It	is	not	a	right	or	a	privilege	to	be	earned	by	being	'good	enough'…we	are	all	saved	solely	by	the	grace	of	God…Out	of	the	greatest	possible	love	and	compassion	God	reached	out	to	us	and	redeemed	us	through	Jesus	Christ,	the	only	one	who	was	ever	without	sin.	Through	Jesus'	death	and	resurrection	God
triumphed	over	sin."	(PCUSA)	Roman	Catholic:	Salvation	is	received	by	virtue	of	the	sacrament	of	Baptism.	It	may	be	lost	by	mortal	sin	and	regained	by	Penance.	(CE)	Original	sin	is	another	basic	Christian	doctrine	accepted	by	all	seven	denominations.	This	idea	comes	from	the	story	of	Adam	and	Eve	in	the	Garden	of	Eden.	When	they	disobeyed	God,
sin	entered	the	world,	causing	all	humans	to	be	born	with	a	sinful	nature.	However,	the	seven	denominations	differ	in	their	interpretation	of	how	people	can	overcome	sin—some	focus	on	the	role	of	personal	faith,	while	others	emphasize	the	sacraments	and	God's	grace.	Below,	learn	how	different	kinds	of	Christians	see	original	sin	in	their	own	words:
Anglican/Episcopal:	"Original	sin	standeth	not	in	the	following	of	Adam…but	it	is	the	fault	and	corruption	of	the	Nature	of	every	man."	(39	Articles	Anglican	Communion)	Assembly	of	God:	"Man	was	created	good	and	upright;	for	God	said,	"Let	us	make	man	in	our	own	image,	after	our	likeness."	However,	man	by	voluntary	transgression	fell	and
thereby	incurred	not	only	physical	death	but	also	spiritual	death,	which	is	separation	from	God."	(AG.org)	Baptist:	"In	the	beginning	man	was	innocent	of	sin…By	his	free	choice	man	sinned	against	God	and	brought	sin	into	the	human	race.	Through	the	temptation	of	Satan	man	transgressed	the	command	of	God,	and	inherited	a	nature	and	an
environment	inclined	toward	sin."	(SBC)	Lutheran:	"Sin	came	into	the	world	by	the	fall	of	the	first	man…By	this	Fall	not	only	he	himself,	but	also	his	natural	offspring	have	lost	the	original	knowledge,	righteousness,	and	holiness,	and	thus	all	men	are	sinners	already	by	birth…"	(LCMS)	Methodist:	"Original	sin	standeth	not	in	the	following	of	Adam	(as
the	Pelagians	do	vainly	talk),	but	it	is	the	corruption	of	the	nature	of	every	man."	(UMC)	Presbyterian:	"Presbyterians	believe	the	Bible	when	it	says	that	'all	have	sinned	and	fallen	short	of	the	glory	of	God.'"	(Romans	3:23)	(PCUSA)	Roman	Catholic:	"…Adam	and	Eve	committed	a	personal	sin,	but	this	sin	affected	the	human	nature	that	they	would	then
transmit	in	a	fallen	state.	It	is	a	sin	which	will	be	transmitted	by	propagation	to	all	mankind,	that	is,	by	the	transmission	of	a	human	nature	deprived	of	original	holiness	and	justice."	(Catechism	–	404)	Getty	Images	The	doctrine	of	atonement	deals	with	the	removal	or	covering	of	sin	in	order	to	restore	the	relationship	between	humans	and	God.	All
seven	denominations	believe	that	atonement	for	sin	is	necessary	and	that	Jesus	Christ's	sacrificial	death	and	resurrection	are	central	to	this	process.	The	Assembly	of	God	and	Baptists	emphasize	the	importance	of	personal	faith,	while	the	other	denominations	also	place	importance	on	the	sacraments	and	God's	grace.	Learn	how	each	denomination
discusses	atonement	for	sin:	Anglican/Episcopal:	"He	came	to	be	the	Lamb	without	spot,	who,	by	sacrifice	of	himself	once	made,	should	take	away	the	sins	of	the	world…"	(39	Articles	Anglican	Communion)Assembly	of	God:	"Man's	only	hope	of	redemption	is	through	the	shed	blood	of	Jesus	Christ	the	Son	of	God."	(AG.org)Baptist:	"Christ	honored	the
divine	law	by	His	personal	obedience,	and	in	His	substitutionary	death	on	the	cross	He	made	provision	for	the	redemption	of	men	from	sin."	(SBC)Lutheran:	"Jesus	Christ	is	therefore	'true	God,	begotten	of	the	Father	from	eternity,	and	also	true	man,	born	of	the	Virgin	Mary,'	true	God	and	true	man	in	one	undivided	and	indivisible	person.	The	purpose
of	this	miraculous	incarnation	of	the	Son	of	God	was	that	He	might	become	the	Mediator	between	God	and	men,	both	fulfilling	the	divine	Law	and	suffering	and	dying	in	the	place	of	mankind.	In	this	manner,	God	reconciled	the	whole	sinful	world	unto	Himself."	(LCMS)Methodist:	"The	offering	of	Christ,	once	made,	is	that	perfect	redemption,
propitiation,	and	satisfaction	for	all	the	sins	of	the	whole	world,	both	original	and	actual;	and	there	is	none	other	satisfaction	for	sin	but	that	alone."	(UMC)Presbyterian:	"Through	Jesus'	death	and	resurrection	God	triumphed	over	sin."	(PCUSA)Roman	Catholic:	"By	his	death	and	resurrection,	Jesus	Christ	has	'opened'	heaven	to	us."	(Catechism	–	1026)
All	denominations	agree	that	Mary	was	the	mother	of	Jesus	and	played	an	important	role	in	God's	plan.	Roman	Catholics	differ	significantly	from	Protestant	denominations,	however,	with	a	special	devotion	to	Mary	and	a	belief	that	she	can	intercede	with	God.	The	other	denominations	focus	more	on	Jesus	and	do	not	believe	in	praying	to	Mary	or
attributing	special	powers	to	her.	Here	are	varying	beliefs	about	the	nature	of	Mary:	Anglican/Episcopal:	Anglicans	believe	Jesus	was	conceived	and	born	of	the	Virgin	Mary	by	the	power	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	Mary	was	a	virgin	both	when	she	conceived	Jesus	and	when	she	gave	birth.	Anglicans	have	difficulties	with	the	Catholic	belief	in	her	immaculate
conception—the	idea	that	Mary	was	free	from	the	stain	of	original	sin	from	the	moment	of	her	own	conception.	(Guardian	Unlimited)	Assembly	of	God	and	Baptist:	Mary	was	a	virgin	both	when	she	conceived	Jesus	and	when	she	gave	birth.	(Luke	1:34–38).	Though	"highly	favored"	by	God	(Luke	1:28),	Mary	was	human	and	conceived	in	sin.
Lutheran:	Jesus	was	conceived	and	born	of	the	Virgin	Mary	by	the	power	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	Mary	was	a	virgin	both	when	she	conceived	Jesus	and	when	she	gave	birth.	(Lutheran	confession	of	the	Apostles'	Creed.)	Methodist:	Mary	was	a	virgin	both	when	she	conceived	Jesus	and	when	she	gave	birth.	The	United	Methodist	Church	does	not	subscribe
to	the	doctrine	of	the	Immaculate	Conception—that	Mary	herself	was	conceived	without	original	sin.	(UMC)	Presbyterian:	Jesus	was	conceived	and	born	of	the	Virgin	Mary	by	the	power	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	Mary	is	honored	as	"God-bearer"	and	a	model	for	Christians.	(PCUSA)	Roman	Catholic:	From	conception,	Mary	was	without	original	sin,	she	is	the
Immaculate	Conception.	Mary	is	the	"Mother	of	God."	Mary	was	a	virgin	when	she	conceived	Jesus	and	when	she	gave	birth.	She	remained	a	virgin	throughout	her	life.	(Catechism	–	2nd	Edition)	Print	Collector	/	Contributor	/	Getty	Images	The	seven	major	Christian	denominations	all	believe	in	angels,	who	appear	frequently	in	the	Bible.	They	agree
that	angels	are	spiritual	beings	created	by	God	to	serve	God,	often	delivering	important	messages	or	helping	people.	While	Roman	Catholics	emphasize	angels	in	their	worship	and	daily	practices,	members	of	other	denominations,	such	as	Baptists,	Presbyterians,	and	Methodists,	focus	more	on	their	relationship	with	God	and	Jesus.	Here	are	some
specific	teachings:	​Anglican/Episcopal:	Angels	are	"the	highest	beings	in	the	scale	of	creation…their	work	consists	in	the	worship	of	God,	and	in	the	service	of	men."	(​A	Manual	of	Instruction	for	Members	of	the	Anglican	Church	by	Vernon	Staley,	page	146.)	Assembly	of	God:	Angels	are	spiritual	beings	sent	by	God	to	minister	to	believers	(Hebrews
1:14).	They	are	obedient	to	God	and	glorify	God	(Psalm	103:20;	Revelation	5:8–13).	Baptist:	God	created	an	order	of	spiritual	beings,	called	angels,	to	serve	Him	and	do	his	will	(Psalm	148:1–5;	Colossians	1:16).	Angels	are	ministering	spirits	to	the	heirs	of	salvation.	They	are	obedient	to	God	and	glorify	God	(Psalm	103:20;	Revelation	5:8–13).
Lutheran:	"Angels	are	God’s	messengers.	Elsewhere	in	the	Bible,	angels	are	described	as	spirits…The	word	'angel'	is	actually	a	description	of	what	they	do…	They	are	beings	who	do	not	have	a	physical	body."	(LCMS)	Methodist:	Founder	John	Wesley	wrote	three	sermons	on	angels,	referring	to	biblical	evidence.	Presbyterian:	Beliefs	are	discussed	in
Presbyterians	Today:	Angels	Roman	Catholic:	"The	existence	of	the	spiritual,	non-corporeal	beings	that	Sacred	Scripture	usually	calls	"angels"	is	a	truth	of	faith…They	are	personal	and	immortal	creatures,	surpassing	in	perfection	all	visible	creatures."	(Catechism	-	2nd	Edition)	Mainline	Christian	denominations	generally	believe	that	Satan,	the	Devil,
and	demons	are	all	fallen	angels—real	beings	who	rebelled	against	God.	They	see	Satan	as	the	leader	of	these	fallen	angels	and	moving	people	away	from	God	and	towards	sin.	Differences	arise	in	the	emphasis	placed	on	these	forces	and	the	methods	of	opposition.	Roman	Catholics	have	detailed	rituals	for	fighting	evil,	while	Baptists,	Methodists,	and
Presbyterians	focus	more	on	prayer,	the	Bible,	and	trusting	in	God's	power.	Below	is	what	they	say	about	these	beliefs:	Anglican/Episcopal:	The	existence	of	the	Devil	is	referred	to	in	the	Thirty-nine	Articles	of	Religion,	part	of	the	Book	of	Common	Prayer,	which	defines	the	doctrines	and	practices	of	the	Church	of	England.	While	the	baptismal	liturgy
in	the	Book	of	Common	Worship	contains	references	to	battling	the	Devil,	an	alternate	service	was	approved	in	2015	and	eliminates	this	reference.	Assembly	of	God:	Satan	and	demons	are	fallen	angels,	evil	spirits	(Mat.	10:1).	Satan	rebelled	against	God	(Isaiah	14:12–15;	Ezek.	28:12–15).	Satan	and	his	demons	do	everything	in	their	power	to	oppose
God	and	those	who	do	God's	will	(1	Pet.	5:8;	2	Cor.	11:14–15).	Though	enemies	of	God	and	Christians,	they	are	defeated	enemies	by	the	blood	of	Jesus	Christ	(1	John	4:4).	Satan's	destiny	is	the	lake	of	fire	for	all	eternity	(Revelation	20:10).	Baptist:	"Historic	Baptists	believe	in	the	literal	reality	and	actual	personality	of	Satan	(Job	1:6-12;	2:1–7;	Matthew
4:1–11).	In	other	words,	they	believe	that	the	one	referred	to	in	the	Bible	as	the	Devil	or	Satan	is	a	real	person,	though	they	certainly	do	not	perceive	him	as	the	caricatured	red	figure	with	horns,	a	long	tail,	and	a	pitchfork."	(Baptist	Pillar	–	Doctrine)	Lutheran:	"Satan	is	the	chief	evil	angel,	the	'prince	of	demons'	(Luke	11:15).	Here	is	how	our	Lord
Jesus	Christ	describes	Satan:	'He	was	a	murderer	from	the	beginning,	not	holding	to	the	truth,	for	there	is	no	truth	in	him.	When	he	lies,	he	speaks	his	native	language,for	he	is	a	liar	and	the	father	of	lies'	(John	8:44)."	(LCMS)	Methodist:	See	the	Sermon	on	Satan's	Devices	by	John	Wesley,	founder	of	Methodism.	Presbyterian:	Beliefs	are	discussed	in
Presbyterians	Today:	Do	Presbyterians	believe	in	the	devil?	Roman	Catholic:	Satan	or	the	devil	is	a	fallen	angel.	Satan,	though	powerful	and	evil,	is	limited	by	God's	divine	providence.	(Catechism	–	2nd	Edition)	Benjamin	Howell	/	Getty	Images	Beliefs	concerning	the	balance	of	human	free	will	versus	predestination	(God's	control)	have	divided
Christian	denominations	since	the	Protestant	Reformation.	However,	all	seven	denominations	believe	that	God	has	a	plan	for	everyone	and	that	humans	can	choose	to	follow	God.	Generally	Baptists,	Assembly	of	God,	and	Methodists	emphasize	free	will	and	Presbyterians	emphasize	predestination.	Anglicans/Episcopalians,	Lutherans,	Roman	Catholics
believe	in	more	of	a	balance	This	is	what	the	different	types	of	Christians	think	about	free	will	and	predestination:	Anglican/Episcopal:	"Predestination	to	Life	is	the	everlasting	purpose	of	God,	whereby…he	hath	constantly	decreed	by	his	counsel	secret	to	us,	to	deliver	from	curse	and	damnation	those	whom	he	hath	chosen…to	bring	them	by	Christ	to
everlasting	salvation…"	(39	Articles	Anglican	Communion)	Assembly	of	God:	"And	on	the	basis	of	His	foreknowledge	believers	are	chosen	in	Christ.	Thus	God	in	His	sovereignty	has	provided	the	plan	of	salvation	whereby	all	can	be	saved.	In	this	plan	man's	will	is	taken	into	consideration.	Salvation	is	available	to	"whosoever	will."	(AG.org)	Baptist:
"Election	is	the	gracious	purpose	of	God,	according	to	which	He	regenerates,	justifies,	sanctifies,	and	glorifies	sinners.	It	is	consistent	with	the	free	agency	of	man…"	(SBC)	Lutheran:	"…we	reject…the	doctrine	that	conversion	is	wrought	not	by	the	grace	and	power	of	God	alone,	but	in	part	also	by	the	co-operation	of	man	himself…or	anything	else
whereby	man's	conversion	and	salvation	is	taken	out	of	the	gracious	hands	of	God	and	made	to	depend	on	what	man	does	or	leaves	undone.	We	reject	also	the	doctrine	that	man	is	able	to	decide	for	conversion	through	'powers	imparted	by	grace'…"	(LCMS)	Methodist:	"The	condition	of	man	after	the	fall	of	Adam	is	such	that	he	cannot	turn	and
prepare	himself,	by	his	own	natural	strength	and	works,	to	faith,	and	calling	upon	God;	wherefore	we	have	no	power	to	do	good	works…"	(UMC)	Presbyterian:	"There	is	nothing	that	we	can	do	to	earn	God's	favor.	Rather,	our	salvation	comes	from	God	alone.	We	are	able	to	choose	God	because	God	first	chose	us."	(PCUSA)	Roman	Catholic:	"God
predestines	no	one	to	go	to	hell"	(Catechism	-	1037;	See	also	"Notion	of	Predestination"	–	CE)	The	doctrine	of	eternal	security	deals	with	the	question:	Can	salvation	be	lost?	Christian	denominations	have	been	divided	on	this	subject	since	the	time	of	the	Protestant	Reformation.	All	these	denominations	agree	that	salvation	is	a	precious	gift	from	God.
Some,	like	Baptists	and	Presbyterians,	believe	that	once	you	are	saved,	you	are	saved	eternally.	Others,	like	Methodists,	Lutherans,	Roman	Catholics,	Assembly	of	God,	and	Anglicans/Episcopalians,	believe	a	person	can	lose	salvation	by	turning	away	from	God	and	their	faith,	but	that	God’s	grace	can	always	be	relied	on	to	help	them	return.	Let's	take
a	look	at	the	varying	viewpoints:	Anglican/Episcopal:	"Holy	Baptism	is	full	initiation	by	water	and	the	Holy	Spirit	into	Christ's	Body	the	Church.	The	bond	which	God	establishes	in	Baptism	is	indissoluble."	(BCP,	1979,	p.	298)Assembly	of	God:	Assembly	of	God	Christians	believe	salvation	can	be	lost:	"The	General	Council	of	the	Assemblies	of	God
disapproves	of	the	unconditional	security	position	which	holds	that	it	is	impossible	for	a	person	once	saved	to	be	lost."	(AG.org)Baptist:	Baptists	believe	salvation	cannot	be	lost:	"All	true	believers	endure	to	the	end.	Those	whom	God	has	accepted	in	Christ,	and	sanctified	by	His	Spirit,	will	never	fall	away	from	the	state	of	grace,	but	shall	persevere	to
the	end."	(SBC)Lutheran:	Lutherans	believe	salvation	can	be	lost	when	a	believer	does	not	persist	in	the	faith:	"…it	is	possible	for	a	true	believer	to	fall	from	faith,	as	Scripture	itself	soberly	and	repeatedly	warns	us…A	person	may	be	restored	to	faith	in	the	same	way	he	or	she	came	to	faith…by	repenting	of	his	or	her	sin	and	unbelief	and	trusting
completely	in	the	life,	death	and	resurrection	of	Christ	alone	for	forgiveness	and	salvation."	(LCMS)Methodist:	Methodists	believe	salvation	can	be	lost:	"God	accepts	my	choice…	and	continues	to	reach	out	to	me	with	the	grace	of	repentance	to	bring	me	back	to	the	way	of	salvation	and	sanctification."	(UMC)Presbyterian:	With	reformed	theology	at
the	core	of	Presbyterian	beliefs,	the	church	teaches	that	a	person	who	truly	has	been	regenerated	by	God,	will	remain	in	God's	stead.	(PCUSA;	Reformed.org)Roman	Catholic:	Catholics	believe	salvation	can	be	lost:	"The	first	effect	of	mortal	sin	in	man	is	to	avert	him	from	his	true	last	end,	and	deprive	his	soul	of	sanctifying	grace."	Final	perseverance
is	a	gift	from	God,	but	man	must	cooperate	with	the	gift.	(CE)	The	doctrinal	question	of	whether	salvation	is	by	faith	or	by	works	has	divided	Christian	denominations	for	centuries.	Baptists,	Lutherans,	and	Presbyterians,	believe	that	salvation	relies	on	faith	alone	and	that	good	works	result	from	true	faith.	Roman	Catholics	believe	that	both	faith	and
good	works	are	necessary	for	salvation.	Anglicans/Episcopalians	and	Methodists	believe	that	salvation	is	by	faith,	but	also	believe	that	good	works	are	an	important	response	to	God’s	grace	and	a	demonstration	of	faith.	The	following	is	how	different	Christians	view	faith	vs.	works:	Anglican/Episcopal:	"Albeit	that	Good	Works…cannot	put	away	our
sins…yet	are	they	pleasing	and	acceptable	to	God	in	Christ,	and	do	spring	out	necessarily	of	a	true	and	lively	Faith…"	(39	Articles	Anglican	Communion)	Assembly	of	God:	"Good	works	are	very	important	to	the	believer.	When	we	appear	before	the	judgment	seat	of	Christ,	what	we	have	done	while	in	the	body,	whether	good	or	bad,	will	determine	our
reward.	But	good	works	can	only	issue	out	of	our	right	relationship	with	Christ."	(AG.org)	Baptist:	"All	Christians	are	under	obligation	to	seek	to	make	the	will	of	Christ	supreme	in	our	own	lives	and	in	human	society…We	should	work	to	provide	for	the	orphaned,	the	needy,	the	abused,	the	aged,	the	helpless,	and	the	sick…	"	(SBC)	Lutheran:	"Before
God	only	those	works	are	good	which	are	done	for	the	glory	of	God	and	the	good	of	man,	according	to	the	rule	of	divine	Law.	Such	works,	however,	no	man	performs	unless	he	first	believes	that	God	has	forgiven	him	his	sins	and	has	given	him	eternal	life	by	grace…"	(LCMS)	Methodist:	"Although	good	works…cannot	put	away	our	sins…they	are
pleasing	and	acceptable	to	God	in	Christ,	and	spring	out	of	a	true	and	lively	faith…"	(UMC)	Presbyterian:	Positions	vary	depending	on	the	branch	of	Presbyterianism.	Roman	Catholic:	Works	have	merit	in	Catholicism.	"An	indulgence	is	obtained	through	the	Church	who…intervenes	in	favor	of	individual	Christians	and	opens	for	them	the	treasury	of	the
metis	of	Christ	and	the	saints	to	obtain	from	the	Father	of	mercies	the	remission	of	the	temporal	punishments	due	for	their	sins.	Thus	the	Church	does	not	want	simply	to	come	to	the	aid	of	these	Christians,	but	also	to	spur	them	to	works	of	devotion…(Indulgentarium	Doctrina	5,	Catholic	Answers)	Share	—	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any
medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	—	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	—	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You
may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	—	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	—	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally
restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other
rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	Methodist	and	Orthodox	are	two	distinct	branches	of	Christianity	with	some	key	differences.	Methodist	churches	tend	to	have	a	more	democratic	structure,	with	decisions	being	made	by	a	council	of	elected	representatives,	while	Orthodox	churches	are	hierarchical,
with	authority	coming	from	bishops	and	patriarchs.	Methodists	also	place	a	strong	emphasis	on	personal	faith	and	individual	interpretation	of	scripture,	while	Orthodox	churches	emphasize	tradition	and	the	teachings	of	the	early	church	fathers.	Despite	these	differences,	both	Methodist	and	Orthodox	churches	share	a	commitment	to	serving	others
and	spreading	the	message	of	Jesus	Christ.	Methodist	and	Orthodox	Christianity	are	two	distinct	branches	of	the	Christian	faith	with	their	own	unique	beliefs	and	practices.	Methodists	believe	in	the	Trinity,	the	divinity	of	Jesus	Christ,	and	the	importance	of	scripture	in	guiding	their	faith.	They	also	emphasize	the	concept	of	grace,	believing	that
salvation	is	available	to	all	through	the	grace	of	God.	On	the	other	hand,	Orthodox	Christians	also	believe	in	the	Trinity	and	the	divinity	of	Jesus	Christ,	but	they	place	a	strong	emphasis	on	tradition	and	the	teachings	of	the	early	church	fathers.	They	believe	in	the	importance	of	sacraments,	particularly	the	Eucharist,	as	a	means	of	experiencing	the
presence	of	God.WorshipMethodist	and	Orthodox	Christians	have	different	styles	of	worship	that	reflect	their	theological	beliefs.	Methodists	typically	have	more	informal	worship	services	that	may	include	contemporary	music,	sermons,	and	prayers.	They	place	a	strong	emphasis	on	community	and	fellowship,	often	gathering	for	meals	and	social
events.	In	contrast,	Orthodox	worship	is	more	formal	and	liturgical,	with	a	focus	on	ancient	rituals	and	traditions.	Orthodox	services	may	include	incense,	chanting,	and	elaborate	ceremonies	that	have	been	passed	down	through	generations.	Both	traditions	value	the	act	of	worship	as	a	way	to	connect	with	God	and	strengthen	their
faith.LeadershipMethodist	and	Orthodox	churches	have	different	structures	of	leadership.	Methodists	are	governed	by	a	system	of	bishops,	pastors,	and	lay	leaders	who	work	together	to	make	decisions	for	the	church.	Bishops	oversee	multiple	congregations	within	a	region,	while	pastors	are	responsible	for	the	day-to-day	operations	of	individual
churches.	Lay	leaders	play	a	role	in	decision-making	and	ministry	within	the	church.	On	the	other	hand,	Orthodox	churches	are	led	by	bishops	who	are	considered	to	be	the	successors	of	the	apostles.	Bishops	have	authority	over	priests	and	deacons,	who	serve	under	their	guidance.	The	hierarchical	structure	of	Orthodox	leadership	reflects	the
importance	of	tradition	and	continuity	within	the	church.ScriptureBoth	Methodist	and	Orthodox	Christians	value	the	Bible	as	a	central	source	of	authority	for	their	faith.	Methodists	believe	in	the	importance	of	interpreting	scripture	in	light	of	tradition,	reason,	and	experience.	They	see	the	Bible	as	a	living	document	that	can	speak	to	contemporary
issues	and	guide	their	beliefs	and	practices.	Orthodox	Christians	also	hold	the	Bible	in	high	regard,	but	they	interpret	scripture	within	the	context	of	the	teachings	of	the	early	church	fathers	and	the	traditions	of	the	church.	They	believe	that	the	Bible	is	a	sacred	text	that	should	be	read	and	understood	within	the	framework	of	the	church's
teachings.SacramentsMethodist	and	Orthodox	Christians	both	practice	sacraments	as	a	means	of	experiencing	the	grace	of	God.	Methodists	recognize	two	sacraments,	baptism	and	communion,	as	important	rituals	that	symbolize	the	believer's	relationship	with	God.	They	believe	that	these	sacraments	are	a	means	of	grace	that	help	believers	grow	in
their	faith.	Orthodox	Christians	also	practice	baptism	and	communion,	but	they	recognize	seven	sacraments	in	total,	including	marriage,	confession,	and	ordination.	Orthodox	sacraments	are	seen	as	mystical	encounters	with	God	that	bring	believers	closer	to	the	divine	presence.TraditionTradition	plays	a	significant	role	in	both	Methodist	and
Orthodox	Christianity,	but	in	different	ways.	Methodists	value	tradition	as	a	source	of	wisdom	and	guidance,	but	they	are	also	open	to	new	interpretations	and	practices	that	reflect	contemporary	culture.	They	see	tradition	as	a	living	tradition	that	can	evolve	over	time.	Orthodox	Christians,	on	the	other	hand,	place	a	strong	emphasis	on	preserving	the
traditions	of	the	early	church	and	the	teachings	of	the	church	fathers.	They	believe	that	tradition	is	a	source	of	stability	and	continuity	that	should	be	upheld	and	passed	down	through	generations.Unity	and	DiversityMethodist	and	Orthodox	Christianity	are	both	part	of	the	larger	Christian	tradition,	but	they	represent	different	expressions	of	the	faith.
Methodists	are	part	of	the	Protestant	tradition,	which	emphasizes	individual	interpretation	of	scripture	and	the	priesthood	of	all	believers.	They	value	diversity	and	inclusivity	within	the	church,	welcoming	people	of	different	backgrounds	and	beliefs.	Orthodox	Christianity,	on	the	other	hand,	is	part	of	the	Eastern	Orthodox	tradition,	which	places	a
strong	emphasis	on	unity	and	orthodoxy.	Orthodox	churches	are	united	in	their	adherence	to	the	teachings	of	the	early	church	and	the	authority	of	the	bishops.ConclusionIn	conclusion,	Methodist	and	Orthodox	Christianity	are	two	distinct	branches	of	the	Christian	faith	with	their	own	unique	beliefs,	practices,	and	traditions.	While	they	share	some
commonalities,	such	as	a	belief	in	the	Trinity	and	the	importance	of	scripture,	they	also	have	significant	differences	in	their	worship	styles,	leadership	structures,	and	views	on	tradition.	Methodists	value	inclusivity	and	diversity,	while	Orthodox	Christians	emphasize	unity	and	orthodoxy.	Both	traditions	offer	rich	spiritual	experiences	and	opportunities
for	believers	to	deepen	their	relationship	with	God.	Comparisons	may	contain	inaccurate	information	about	people,	places,	or	facts.	Please	report	any	issues.	Methodists	stand	within	the	Protestant	tradition	of	the	worldwide	Christian	Church.	Their	core	beliefs	reflect	orthodox	Christianity.	Methodist	teaching	is	sometimes	summed	up	in	four
particular	ideas	known	as	the	four	alls.	Methodist	churches	vary	in	their	style	of	worship	during	services.	How	is	Methodist	different	from	Catholic?	Catholic	is	a	community,	follows	the	practice	of	the	Western	Church.	They	consider	bishops	as	the	highest	officials	within	the	Christian	religion,	a	prominent	role	to	Priests	and	Deacons.	Methodist	is	a
movement	and	fellowship	that	is	considered	to	be	orthodox	Christianity	of	the	Protestant	tradition.	Is	Methodist	the	same	as	Anglican?	Methodism	and	Anglicanism	are	distinct	branches	of	Christianity,	though	they	have	a	closer	relationship	to	each	other	than	to	other	denominations	and	traditions.	Because	of	their	unique	connection,	Methodists	and
Anglicans	have	a	lot	in	common,	but	they	have	important	differences,	too.	Recent	post:		What	Cities	Are	In	Multiple	States?What’s	the	difference	between	Baptist	and	a	Methodist?	The	main	difference	between	Methodist	and	Baptist	is,	Methodists	perform	Baptism	to	all	while	Baptists	perform	only	for	the	matured	adults,	at	the	same	time	they	restrict
it	for	the	infants.	Baptism	is	considered	to	be	religious	in	both	Methodist	and	Baptist,	the	way	it	performed	is	also	different.	Are	Methodists	part	of	the	Catholic	Church?	The	United	Methodist	Church	understands	itself	to	be	part	of	the	holy	catholic	(or	universal)	church	and	it	recognizes	the	historic	ecumenical	creeds,	the	Apostles’	Creed	and	the
Nicene	Creed;	which	are	used	frequently	in	services	of	worship.	What	religion	is	similar	to	Methodist?	Methodists	and	Baptists	are	both	Christian	faiths	that	have	a	lot	of	similarities	but	in	many	ways,	also	have	different	views	and	doctrines.	Both	Methodist	and	Baptist	believe	in	God,	the	Bible	and	the	works	and	teaching	of	Jesus	who	they	accept	asÂ
Â	Christ,	the	savior	of	humanity.	Do	Methodists	believe	in	Christmas?	With	other	Christian	churches,	Triune	United	Methodist	Church	celebrates	the	special	days	of	the	Christmas	season	(Advent,	Christmas,	Epiphany)	and	the	Easter	season	(Lent,	Easter,	Pentecost)	as	well	as	special	Christian	days	that	fall	during	what	is	known	as	Ordinary	Time.	Is
Methodist	Anglican	or	Protestant?	Beliefs	and	worship	Methodists	stand	within	the	Protestant	tradition	of	the	worldwide	Christian	Church.	Their	core	beliefs	reflect	orthodox	Christianity.	What	separates	Methodists	from	other	denominations?	Logic	and	Reason:	The	most	fundamental	distinction	of	Methodist	teaching	is	that	people	must	use	logic	and
reason	in	all	matters	of	faith.	Methodism	has	its	roots	in	18th	century	Anglicanism.	Recent	post:		Are	Dabs	A	Felony	In	Missouri?What	is	different	about	Methodist	Church?	Methodist	focuses	on	charity,	support	the	poor	section	of	the	society.	Their	ideals	are	correctly	formed	into	Gospel.	These	ideals	are	put	into	practicality	so	that	the	people	can
follow	them,	and	it	turns	to	be	a	better	society.	John	and	his	brother	Charles	Wesley	were	the	predominant	leaders	in	the	movement.	What	are	the	four	alls	of	Methodism?	The	Wesleyan	Quadrilateral	explicates	the	Methodist	belief	of	prima	scriptura.	This	method	bases	its	teaching	on	four	sources	as	the	basis	of	theological	and	doctrinal	development.
These	four	sources	are	chiefly	scripture,	along	with	tradition,	reason,	and	Christian	experience.	What	Bible	do	Methodists	use?	The	most	common	Bible	translations	that	Methodists	read	are	the	New	Revised	Standard	Version	(NRSV)	and	the	Common	English	Bible	(CEB).	The	NRSV	is	more	scholarly,	and	the	CEB	is	more	accessible	to	average
readers.	The	KJV	and	NIV	are	also	popular.	Leaders	don’t	require	members	to	read	a	certain	translation.	Are	Baptists	Protestant?	Baptist,	member	of	a	group	of	Protestant	Christians	who	share	the	basic	beliefs	of	most	Protestants	but	who	insist	that	only	believers	should	be	baptized	and	that	it	should	be	done	by	immersion	rather	than	by	the
sprinkling	or	pouring	of	water.	(This	view,	however,	is	shared	by	others	who	are	not	Baptists.)	Can	Methodist	marry	Catholic?	Ecumenical	refers	to	relations	and	prayers	with	other	Christians.	Technically,	marriages	between	a	Catholic	and	a	baptized	Christian	who	is	not	in	full	communion	with	the	Catholic	Church	(Orthodox,	Lutheran,	Methodist,
Baptist,	etc.)	are	called	mixed	marriages.	Recent	post:		Is	Kansas	City	Worth	Visiting?What	is	the	difference	between	a	Catholic	and	a	Protestant?	For	Protestants,	the	ritual	only	serves	to	commemorate	Jesus’	death	and	resurrection.	In	the	Roman	Catholic	Church,	there	are	seven	solemn	rites,	called	sacraments:	baptism,	confirmation,	the	Eucharist,
matrimony,	penance,	holy	orders	and	extreme	unction.	Can	a	Catholic	receive	communion	in	a	Methodist	church?	Everyone	is	welcome	to	receive	communion	at	a	Methodist	celebration	of	the	Eucharist,	including	members	of	other	Christian	denominations.	How	do	Lutherans	and	Methodists	differ?	Theology	(general)	Methodists	are	Protestant.	They
believe	that	salvation	is	by	grace	through	faith	in	Christ,	and	not	according	to	works.	Lutherans	are	Protestant.	They	believe	that	salvation	is	by	grace	through	faith	in	Christ,	and	not	according	to	works.	Is	Lutheran	same	as	Protestant?	Along	with	Anglicanism,	the	Reformed	and	Presbyterian	(Calvinist)	churches,	Methodism,	and	the	Baptist	churches,
Lutheranism	is	one	of	the	five	major	branches	of	Protestantism.	Unlike	the	Roman	Catholic	Church,	however,	Lutheranism	is	not	a	single	entity.	How	do	Methodists	differ	from	Presbyterians?	The	main	difference	between	Methodist	and	Presbyterian	beliefs	are	that	Methodists	reject	the	Calvinist	belief	of	predestination	whereas	Presbyterians	settle
for	it.	Moreover,	the	Methodist	is	built	on	the	ancient	governing	order	of	bishops	and	Presbyterians	have	a	distinctive	style	of	leadership	by	elders.	Do	Methodists	observe	Advent?	The	United	Methodist	Book	of	Worship	upholds	the	traditional	color	of	purple	for	Advent,	signifying	penitence	and	royalty,	but	also	allows	blue,	the	color	of	hope.”	Adapted
from	“What	is	Advent?”	and	“Understanding	Advent”	by	Dean	McIntyre,	retired	director	of	music	resources,	Discipleship	Ministries.	What	do	Advent	candles	mean	in	Methodist	Church?	The	four	candles	traditionally	represent	hope,	faith,	joy,	and	peace.	Often,	the	first,	second,	and	fourth	candles	are	purple;	the	third	candle	is	rose-colored.	Sometimes
all	the	candles	are	red;	in	other	traditions,	all	four	candles	are	blue	or	white.	The	names	“Methodist”	and	“Protestant”	in	Christianity	describe	similar	people,	beliefs,	and	practices.	However,	the	terms	are	not	synonyms	because	there	are	important	differences	between	them.	The	name	“Protestant”	refers	to	the	reform	movement	started	in	the	16th
century	that	challenged	the	alleged	abuses	and	excesses	of	the	Roman	Catholic	Church.	“Methodist”	describes	a	tradition	within	the	Protestant	movement	that	shares	its	core	conviction	but	has	certain	unique	views	on	secondary	matters.	What	is	the	same	and	what	is	different	regarding	the	historical	origins,	core	convictions,	important	literature,	and
worldview	of	Methodism	and	Protestantism?	Do	they	believe	the	same	about	the	inspiration	of	Scripture,	the	Trinity,	the	end	times,	and	other	doctrines?	Keep	reading	to	learn	more.	Also,	see	Compare	Protestant	and	Roman	Catholic	Churches	to	learn	more.	What	is	the	largest	Methodist	denomination	today?	See	below	All	Methodist	denominations
and	churches	are	Protestant.	Not	all	Protestant	churches	are	Methodist.	Lutheran,	Presbyterian,	Baptist,	Episcopal,	and	Assemblies	of	God	denominations	and	churches	are	also	Protestant.	(Also,	see	Protestant	vs.	Reformed:	What’s	the	Difference?)	All	Protestant	traditions	share	certain	core	convictions,	like	the	inspiration	of	Scripture,	the	Trinity,
and	the	deity	of	Christ.	Yet	there	can	be	many	differences	among	Protestant	traditions	on	matters	like	water	baptism,	the	Lord’s	Supper,	the	end	times,	baptism	in	the	Holy	Spirit,	and	who	is	eligible	for	membership	and	ordination.	(Also,	see	Protestant	vs.	Pentecostal:	What’s	the	Difference?)	MethodismProtestantismOriginBorn	out	of	the	18th-
century	Pietist	movement	in	the	Anglican	tradition	(i.e.,	the	Church	of	England),	it	ignited	under	the	leadership	of	brothers	John	Wesley	(1703-1791)	and	Charles	Wesley	(1707-1788).16th-century	Europe,	especially	Germany	under	the	reforms	of	Martin	Luther	(1483-1546);	the	Protestant	Reformation	is	the	trunk,	and	Methodism	is	one	of	its
branches.Meaning	of	the	nameFrom	the	English	word	“method,”	the	name	refers	to	what	people	at	Oxford	called	the	Wesley	brothers	and	other	like-minded	believers	who	maintained	a	strict	regimen	of	spiritual	disciplines.	However,	the	Methodist	tradition	is	known	for	more	than	spiritual	disciplines.The	word	“Protestant”	comes	from	the	Latin	word
protestari,	meaning	“to	bear	witness.”Early	influencerIsaac	Watts	(1674-1748),	William	Wilberforce	(1759-1833)Martin	Luther,	John	Calvin	of	France	(1509-1564),	and	Ulrich	Zwingli	of	Switzerland	(1484-1531)Significant	writing	outside	the	BibleThe	Apostles’	Creed,	The	Nicene	Creed;	Wesley	edited	the	39	Articles	of	Religion,	removing	the	Calvinist
teachings	in	it;	he	also	edited	the	Book	of	Common	Prayer	after	the	Revolutionary	War;	the	United	Methodist	Hymnal.The	Apostles	Creed,	the	Nicene	Creed;	the	writings	and	sermons	of	Martin	Luther,	especially	the	95	Theses,	Calvin’s	The	Institutes	of	the	Christians	Religion;	many	others.OrganizationThe	term	“connectionalism”	describes	the
network	of	relationships	among	Methodist	churches.	“Bishops”	lead	churches	within	the	framework	of	Episcopalian	polity,	as	opposed	to	presbyterian	or	congregational	polity.Protestant	churches	can	be	organized	in	different	ways,	such	as	congregationalism,	presbyterianism,	or	episcopalianism.What	are	the	largest	denominations	in	the	tradition
today?United	Methodist	Church,	African	Methodist	Episcopal	Church,	African	Methodist	Episcopal	Zion	ChurchSouthern	Baptist	Convention,	the	United	Methodist	Church,	the	Evangelical	Lutheran	Church	of	America,	and	the	Assemblies	of	God	(see	more	below)Theological	and	Social	worldviewIt	depends	on	the	denomination.	Many	churches	in	the



UMC	denomination	have	adopted	liberal	perspectives	on	many	social	and	theological	issues	in	recent	decades.	Other	smaller	denominations	maintain	conservative	positions,	such	as	the	Evangelical	Methodist	Church	(EMC).Protestants	may	be	liberal	or	conservative	theologically	or	socially.	The	Methodist	tradition	is	comprised	of	several
denominations.	In	the	past,	denominations	have	divided	over	a	variety	of	issues,	including	theological	matters	and	social	issues	such	as	slavery.	(Also,	see	Protestant	vs.	Eastern	Orthodox:	What’s	the	Difference?)	When	a	group	of	churches	or	people	within	a	denomination	separate	from	their	parent	tradition,	they	commonly	form	a	new	denomination.
Such	historical	disagreements	and	divisions	are	not	unique	to	Methodism.	The	largest	Methodist	denominations	are:	The	United	Methodist	Church;	estimated	membership:	7.6	million	African	Methodist	Episcopal	Church;	estimated	membership:	2.5	million	African	Methodist	Episcopal	Zion	Church;	estimated	membership:	301,000	Christian	Methodist
Episcopal	Church;	estimated	membership:	291,000	Free	Methodist	Church	of	North	America;	estimated	membership:	110,000	This	list	does	not	include	denominations	that	have	historical	roots	in	Methodism,	such	as	Holiness	churches,	Pentecostal	churches,	and	other	charismatic	traditions,	like	Calvary	Chapel	and	Vineyard	churches.	(Also,	see
Protestant	vs.	Anglican:	What’s	the	Difference?)	To	see	how	the	largest	Methodist	denominations	compare	to	those	in	other	Protestant	traditions,	see	the	Largest	Denominations	in	America:	The	Top	100.	What	do	Methodist	churches	believe	about	the	Holy	Spirit?	See	below	Historically,	the	core	convictions	of	Protestantism,	like	the	authority	of
Scripture,	are	also	the	central	beliefs	of	Methodism.	Where	Methodism	differs	from	other	Protestant	traditions	is	on	non-essential	matters	of	the	faith.	(Also,	see	Protestant	vs.	Non-Denominational:	What’s	the	Difference?)	For	example,	theologically,	Methodists	are	Arminians	and	not	Calvinists	like	Presbyterians.	Also,	Methodists	baptize	infants	as
Presbyterians	and	Lutherans	do,	yet	Baptists	and	Assemblies	of	God	only	baptize	adults.	Some	have	alleged	that	in	the	21st	century,	some	Methodist	denominations	and	churches	have	drifted	away	from	the	core	convictions	of	Protestantism	as	they	have	embraced	liberal	and	progressive	convictions	on	a	variety	of	issues.	(Also,	see	Protestant	vs.
Evangelical:	What’s	the	Difference?)	MethodismProtestantismView	of	the	BibleThe	Bible	is	inspired	according	to	traditional	Methodist	teaching.	Some	conservative	Methodist	denominations	in	America	accept	and	use	the	term	“inerrancy,”	which	means	that	Scripture	is	without	error.One	of	the	hallmarks	of	the	Protestant	tradition	is	the	authority	of
Scripture	over	and	above	church	tradition.	Protestants	historically	believe	in	the	inspiration	and	authority	of	Scripture.View	of	GodMethodists	believe	in	the	Trinity.	There	is	one	God	who	exists	in	three	persons.Protestants	believe	in	the	Trinity;	there	is	one	God	who	exists	in	three	persons.	The	Father,	Son,	and	Holy	Spirit	are	each	fully	divine.View	of
ChristJesus	of	Nazareth	is	God	in	human	flesh;	he	is	100%	God	and	100%	man;	he	is	the	eternal	second	person	of	the	Trinity.Jesus	is	the	second	person	of	the	Trinity.	He	is	God	in	human	flesh.	He	is	100%	God	and	100%	man.	Jesus	was	born	of	a	virgin,	lived	a	sinless	life,	died	as	an	atonement	for	sin,	and	was	physically	resurrection	on	the	third
day.View	of	SalvationChrist’s	death	is	for	all	people.	Prevenient	grace	makes	people	aware	of	their	sin	and	their	need	to	repent.	It	also	causes	them	to	seek	God	and	salvation	in	Christ.Protestants	believe	that	salvation	is	by	grace	through	faith	in	Christ	alone.	Protestant	Christian	Church	MethodismProtestantismView	of	the	Holy	SpiritThe	Holy	Spirit
is	the	third	person	of	the	Trinity.	He	is	fully	divine.	The	Spirit	applies	the	salvation	that	the	Father	planned	and	that	the	Son	earned	for	sinners.	He	bestows	spiritual	gifts	on	believers	that	they	are	to	use	for	the	edification	of	the	Church.	Some	Protestants	are	Methodists	who	have	Pentecostal	convictions,	and	some	don’t.The	Holy	Spirit	is	the	third
person	of	the	Trinity.	He	is	fully	divine.	The	Spirit	applies	the	salvation	that	the	Father	planned	and	that	the	Son	earned	for	sinners.	He	bestows	spiritual	gifts	on	believers	that	they	are	to	use	for	the	edification	of	the	Church.	Some	Protestants	are	Pentecostal,	and	some	aren’t.View	of	the	Lord’s	SupperThe	Second	Coming	of	Christ	is	a	primary
doctrine;	the	millennium	is	understood	according	to	Amillennial	theology,	meaning	it	interprets	the	1,000-year	period	described	in	Revelation	20:1-6	figuratively	and	defines	it	as	the	time	between	Christ’s	first	and	second	coming	(i.e.,	the	Church	Age)Generally,	Protestants	believe	the	Lord’s	Supper	is	a	continual	practice	that	Christ	started	before	his
death	and	resurrection.	Protestants	don’t	agree	about	the	nature	of	the	bread	and	cup.View	of	the	BaptismTo	many	Methodists,	infant	baptism	is	an	act	of	“prevenient	grace,”	embedding	within	them	a	desire	to	seek	God	and	turn	from	sin.Generally,	Protestants	believe	baptism	identifies	a	person	with	the	death	and	resurrection	of	Christ	(Rom.	6:3-5)
and	obedience	to	Christ.	It	also	signifies	their	inclusion	into	the	church	community	(Acts	2:38-47).	Protestants	do	not	agree	about	who	(children	or	adults)	should	be	baptized	and	how	(sprinkling	or	immersion).View	of	the	end	timesThe	Second	Coming	of	Christ	is	a	primary	doctrine;	the	millennium	is	understood	according	to	Amillennial	theology,
meaning	it	interprets	the	1,000-year	period	described	in	Revelation	20:1-6	figuratively	and	defines	it	as	the	time	between	Christ’s	first	and	second	coming	(i.e.,	the	Church	Age)Protestant	churches	may	be	Premillennial,	Postmillennial,	or	Amillennial.	Also,	see	Protestant	vs.	Baptist:	What’s	the	Difference?	Please	see	the	related	articles	below.
References:[1]	Source[2]	Source[3]	Source	Methodists	stand	within	the	Protestant	tradition	of	the	worldwide	Christian	Church.	Their	core	beliefs	reflect	orthodox	Christianity.	Methodist	teaching	is	sometimes	summed	up	in	four	particular	ideas	known	as	the	four	alls.	Methodist	churches	vary	in	their	style	of	worship	during	services.Is	Methodist	and
Baptist	Protestant?The	two	major	belief	systems	called	the	Methodist	and	Baptist	existed	for	a	long	time	on	Earth.	More	importantly,	they	both	are	the	most	prominent	branches	of	Protestantism.	Their	belief	in	God	and	the	Bible	is	unshakeable.	They	truly	trust	Jesus	Christ	and	his	teachings	too.Is	Methodist	Protestant	or	Anglican?Anglicans	are
majorly	in	national,	regional	provinces	which	belong	to	Anglican	communion.	John	Wesley	was	Anglican	for	his	whole	life,	and	after	his	death,	Methodism	came	into	effect.	Anglican	Church	was	there	even	after	the	British	went	away.	Methodists	are	those	who	follow	a	methodical	way	of	Christianity	faith.What	type	of	church	is	Methodist?A	United
Methodist	is	a	Christian	who	is	part	of	a	global	denomination	called	The	United	Methodist	Church.	The	organizational	structure	is	often	described	as	“the	connection.”	When	you	participate	in	a	United	Methodist	congregation,	you	make	an	impact	throughout	the	world.Why	did	the	Methodist	church	split	from	Catholic?In	1844,	the	General	Conference
of	the	Methodist	Episcopal	Church	split	into	two	conferences	because	of	tensions	over	slavery	and	the	power	of	bishops	in	the	denomination.Is	Methodist	part	of	Protestant?Methodist	Protestant	ChurchClassificationProtestantOrientationMethodismAssociationsAmerican	Council	of	Christian	Churches,	International	Council	of	Christian
ChurchesFounderJohn	WesleyHow	is	Methodist	different	from	Catholic?Essentially,	the	structure	of	the	Methodist	church	is	representative,	and	the	structure	of	the	Catholic	church	is	hierarchical.	There	is	no	head	of	the	Methodist	church;	the	General	Conference	establishes	policy	and	speaks	for	the	church.What	is	the	difference	between	Protestant
and	Catholic?For	Protestants,	the	ritual	only	serves	to	commemorate	Jesus’	death	and	resurrection.	In	the	Roman	Catholic	Church,	there	are	seven	solemn	rites,	called	sacraments:	baptism,	confirmation,	the	Eucharist,	matrimony,	penance,	holy	orders	and	extreme	unction.Are	Methodists	allowed	to	drink	alcohol?The	United	Methodist	Church,	in	its
Book	of	Resolutions	in	2004	and	2008,	stated	its	current	position	on	drinking	alcohol:	The	church	“a)	accepts	abstinence	in	all	situations;	(b)	accepts	judicious	consumption,	with	deliberate	and	intentional	restraint,	in	low-risk	situations;	(c)	actively	discourages	consumption	for	…Can	a	Methodist	marry	a	Catholic?Technically,	marriages	between	a
Catholic	and	a	baptized	Christian	who	is	not	in	full	communion	with	the	Catholic	Church	(Orthodox,	Lutheran,	Methodist,	Baptist,	etc.)	are	called	mixed	marriages.What	are	Methodists	not	allowed	to	do?Free	Methodists	do	not	support	the	consumption,	possession,	or	production	of	alcohol.	Writing	on	their	official	FMCUSA.org	website	that	the	goal	of
their	Church	is	to:	“Bring	wholeness	to	the	world	through	healthy	biblical	communities	of	holy	people	multiplying	disciples,	leaders,	group,	and	churches.”Why	Baptists	are	not	Protestants?At	least	some	Baptists	do	not	consider	themselves	“Protestants.”	This	is	to	emphasize	their	sense	that,	insofar	as	the	Protestant	Reformation	was	as	a	contest
between	the	Roman	Catholic	Church	and	reformers	who	sought	to	protest	certain	features	of	the	Catholic	Church	and	to	reestablish	the	Church	on	what	they	…Why	don	t	Protestants	use	the	crucifix?Most	Protestant	churches	never	display	a	crucifix	but	often	show	a	plain	Latin	cross.	A	Latin	cross	looks	like	a	lowercase	letter	“t.”	As	part	of	the
Reformation,	many	Protestants	purposely	stripped	their	churches	of	decoration,	believing	previous	practices	had	become	ostentatious	and	distracted	from	proper	worship.What	religion	is	similar	to	Methodist?Methodists	and	Baptists	are	both	Christian	faiths	that	have	a	lot	of	similarities	but	in	many	ways,	also	have	different	views	and	doctrines.	Both
Methodist	and	Baptist	believe	in	God,	the	Bible	and	the	works	and	teaching	of	Jesus	who	they	accept	asÂ	Â	Christ,	the	savior	of	humanity.Why	is	Jesus	on	the	cross	in	Catholic	churches?The	crucifix	emphasizes	Jesus’	sacrifice—his	death	by	crucifixion,	which	Christians	believe	brought	about	the	redemption	of	humankind.	Most	crucifixes	portray	Jesus
on	a	Latin	cross,	rather	than	any	other	shape,	such	as	a	Tau	cross	or	a	Coptic	cross.What	are	Methodist	beliefs?Most	Methodists	teach	that	Jesus	Christ,	the	Son	of	God,	died	for	all	of	humanity	and	that	salvation	is	available	for	all.	This	is	an	Arminian	doctrine,	as	opposed	to	the	Calvinist	position	that	God	has	pre-ordained	the	salvation	of	a	select
group	of	people.Can	a	Catholic	marry	a	Protestant?You	can	also	receive	permission	to	marry	in	a	Protestant	church	before	a	Protestant	minister.	You	can	be	married	in	the	Catholic	church	and	have	a	Protestant	minister	participate	in	the	ceremony	or	in	a	Protestant	church	with	a	Catholic	priest	participating.Is	Presbyterian	the	same	as	Protestant?
The	Presbyterian	Church	is	a	Protestant	Christian	religious	denomination	that	was	founded	in	the	1500s.	Control	of	the	Church	is	divided	between	the	clergy	and	the	congregants.	Many	of	the	religious	movements	that	originated	during	the	Protestant	Reformation	were	more	democratic	in	organization.What’s	the	difference	between	Presbyterian	and
Methodist?The	main	difference	between	Methodist	and	Presbyterian	beliefs	are	that	Methodists	reject	the	Calvinist	belief	of	predestination	whereas	Presbyterians	settle	for	it.	Moreover,	the	Methodist	is	built	on	the	ancient	governing	order	of	bishops	and	Presbyterians	have	a	distinctive	style	of	leadership	by	elders.Do	Protestants	celebrate
Christmas?Roman	CatholicsandProtestantscelebrate	the	birth	of	Jesus	Christ	on	December	25.	Many	Orthodox	Christians	use	theJulian	calendar,	which	places	Christmas	around	January	6.	The	celebration	of	Christmas	was	not	common	among	early	Christians.Are	Methodists	Catholic	or	Protestant?Methodists	stand	within	the	Protestant	tradition	of
the	worldwide	Christian	Church.	Their	core	beliefs	reflect	orthodox	Christianity.	Methodist	teaching	is	sometimes	summed	up	in	four	particular	ideas	known	as	the	four	alls.	Methodist	churches	vary	in	their	style	of	worship	during	services.Does	the	Methodist	Church	support	abortion?Many	of	the	nation’s	largest	mainline	Protestant	denominations	–
including	the	Episcopal	Church,	the	Presbyterian	Church	(U.S.A.)	and	the	Methodists	–	also	support	abortion	rights,	although	several	of	these	churches	temper	this	support	with	the	call	for	some	limits	on	when	a	woman	can	terminate	her	pregnancy.Is	Methodist	a	branch	of	Catholicism?Catholic	is	a	community,	follows	the	practice	of	the	Western
Church.	They	consider	bishops	as	the	highest	officials	within	the	Christian	religion,	a	prominent	role	to	Priests	and	Deacons.	Methodist	is	a	movement	and	fellowship	that	is	considered	to	be	orthodox	Christianity	of	the	Protestant	tradition.What	Bible	do	Methodists	use?When	it	comes	to	teaching	resources	published	by	The	United	Methodist
Publishing	House,	the	Common	English	Bible	(CEB)	and	the	New	Revised	Standard	Version	(NRSV)	are	the	texts	preferred	by	Discipleship	Ministries	for	curriculum.Do	Methodists	follow	Pope?While	Roman	Catholic	Church	is	considered	supreme	in	Catholicism,	Methodists	do	not	recognize	Pope	as	the	successor	of	St	Peter	and	Pope	is	not	considered
infallible	by	Methodists.Do	Methodist	allow	tattoos?We’ve	also	changed	the	provisions	related	to	visible	tattoos	and	body	designs,	allowing	them	if	they	are	professional	and	appropriate	for	the	customers	we	serve.What	do	Methodists	call	their	pastor?An	elder,	in	many	Methodist	churches,	is	an	ordained	minister	that	has	the	responsibilities	to	preach
and	teach,	preside	at	the	celebration	of	the	sacraments,	administer	the	church	through	pastoral	guidance,	and	lead	the	congregations	under	their	care	in	service	ministry	to	the	world.What	religion	is	similar	to	Catholicism?What	religion	is	similar	to	Catholic?	The	two	churches	that	come	to	mind	are	Anglicanism	(High	Church	variety)	and	the
Orthodox	Church	(which	would	resemble	Eastern	Catholicism.)	Their	theology	and	liturgy	resembles	Catholicism	the	most.Do	Methodists	confess?While	The	United	Methodist	Church	does	not	consider	confession	a	sacrament,	we	know	our	need	to	confess	our	sin	before	God	and	one	another.	As	they	gather	for	worship,	United	Methodists	often	offer	a
prayer	of	confession.Do	Methodists	kneel	in	church?In	many	Methodist	churches,	communicants	receive	holy	communion	at	the	chancel	rails,	devoutly	kneeling.Are	Methodists	tee	total?A	consultation	among	Methodists	in	advance	of	the	church’s	annual	conference	this	month	has	produced	a	split	over	whether	alcohol	should	be	allowed	on	church
premises	for	the	first	time.Do	Methodists	allow	divorce?The	Doctrines	and	Disciplines	of	the	Methodist	Episcopal	Church	(1884)	teaches	that	“No	divorce,	except	for	adultery,	shall	be	regarded	by	the	Church	as	lawful;	and	no	Minister	shall	solemnize	marriage	in	any	case	where	there	is	a	divorced	wife	or	husband	living:	but	this	Rule	shall	not	be
applied	to	the	innocent	party	…Do	Methodists	believe	purgatory?The	Church	of	England,	mother	church	of	the	Anglican	Communion,	officially	denounces	what	it	calls	“the	Romish	Doctrine	concerning	Purgatory”,	but	the	Eastern	Orthodox	Church,	Oriental	Orthodox	Churches,	and	elements	of	the	Anglican,	Lutheran	and	Methodist	traditions	hold	that
for	some	there	is	cleansing	after	death	…Are	Jehovah’s	Witnesses	Protestants?Jehovah’s	WitnessesOrigin1870s	Pittsburgh,	Pennsylvania,	U.S.Branched	fromBible	Student	movementSeparationsJehovah’s	Witnesses	splinter	groupsWhat	is	the	oldest	Protestant	religion?Protestantism	began	in	Germany	in	1517,	when	Martin	Luther	published	his	Ninety-
five	Theses	as	a	reaction	against	abuses	in	the	sale	of	indulgences	by	the	Catholic	Church,	which	purported	to	offer	the	remission	of	the	temporal	punishment	of	sins	to	their	purchasers.What	is	the	largest	Protestant	denomination	in	the	US?Baptists.	Baptists	are	the	largest	Protestant	grouping	in	the	United	States	accounting	for	one-third	of	all
American	Protestants.	Prior	to	1845,	most	white	Baptist	churches	were	loosely	affiliated	as	the	Triennial	Convention.Do	Protestants	believe	in	virgin	birth?Protestantism	has	generally	accepted	the	Virgin	Birth	but	not	the	notion	of	perpetual	virginity,	often	citing	a	literal	understanding	of	the	brothers	and	sisters	of	Jesus	mentioned	in	Mark	6:2	and
Matthew	13:55.Why	do	Protestants	not	kneel?Many	congregations	have	abandoned	kneeling	because	they	associate	it	with	an	“extreme	penitential	sense	of	being	sinners,”	said	Carol	Ann	Doran,	professor	of	music	and	liturgy	at	Virginia	Theological	Seminary	(Episcopal)	in	Alexandria.Can	a	Protestant	pray	the	rosary?Almost	everyone	has	heard	of	the
Catholic	rosary,	which	is	a	vital	element	of	Catholic	worship.	What	many	don’t	realize	is	that	Protestants	also	have	prayer	beads	in	the	form	of	the	Anglican	rosary.Why	do	Catholics	worship	Mary?Roman	Catholic	views	of	the	Virgin	Mary	as	refuge	and	advocate	of	sinners,	protector	from	dangers	and	powerful	intercessor	with	her	Son,	Jesus	are
expressed	in	prayers,	artistic	depictions,	theology,	and	popular	and	devotional	writings,	as	well	as	in	the	use	of	religious	articles	and	images.What	is	the	difference	between	a	Protestant	cross	and	a	Catholic	cross?The	Latin	Cross	is	particularly	used	by	the	Catholic	Church	and	frequently	features	a	crucified	Jesus	on	it	while	the	Protestant	Church
more	typically	features	a	resurrected	Jesus	which	is	symbolized	by	an	empty	cross.Why	is	the	Roman	Catholic	Church	called	Roman?Roman	Catholic	is	a	19th-century	British	coinage	and	merely	serves	to	distinguish	that	church	from	other	churches	that	are	Catholic	(see	catholic	church).	The	term	Roman	Church,	when	used	officially,	means	only	the
archdiocese	of	Rome.	Roman	Catholics	may	be	simply	defined	as	Christians	in	communion	with	the	pope.Do	Methodists	believe	in	Trinity?Like	all	Christians,	Methodists	believe	in	the	Trinity	(meaning	the	three).	This	is	the	idea	that	three	figures	are	united	in	one	God:	God	the	Father,	God	the	Son	(Jesus),	and	God	the	Holy	Spirit.	Methodists	also
believe	that	the	Bible	provides	the	only	guide	to	belief	and	practice.What	is	an	extreme	Catholic	called?Opus	Dei	is	an	international	lay	Catholic	group	whose	core	ideal	is	the	sanctification	of	work.	But	critics	and	some	former	members	have	accused	the	group	of	having	cult-like	practices	and	promoting	a	right-wing	agenda.	Opus	Dei	was	founded	in
Spain	in	1928;	today,	it	has	84,000	members	in	80	countries.Can	Protestants	go	to	confession?Unlike	the	Catholic	and	Orthodox	faiths,	confession	in	Protestant	denominations	is	done	directly	to	God	rather	than	through	a	priest.	“Certainly	a	person	is	free	to	discuss	his	struggles,	weaknesses	and	sins	with	his	pastor,	but	it	is	not	required	to	receive
forgiveness	from	God,”	said	the	Rev.Will	a	priest	marry	a	Catholic	and	a	Protestant?A	marriage	between	a	Catholic	and	a	non-Christian	(someone	not	baptized)	is	seen	by	the	Church	as	invalid	unless	a	dispensation	(called	a	dispensation	from	“disparity	of	cult”,	meaning	difference	of	worship)	is	granted	from	the	law	declaring	such	marriages	invalid.Is
Church	of	England	protestant?The	Church	of	England	is	sometimes	referred	to	as	the	Anglican	Church	and	is	part	of	the	Anglican	Communion,	which	contains	sects	such	as	the	Protestant	Episcopal	Church.	Each	year,	about	9.4	million	people	visit	a	Church	of	England	cathedral.Is	protestant	the	same	as	Pentecostal?Pentecostalism	or	classical
Pentecostalism	is	a	Protestant	Charismatic	Christian	movement	that	emphasizes	direct	personal	experience	of	God	through	baptism	with	the	Holy	Spirit.Are	Baptists	protestant?Baptist,	member	of	a	group	of	Protestant	Christians	who	share	the	basic	beliefs	of	most	Protestants	but	who	insist	that	only	believers	should	be	baptized	and	that	it	should	be
done	by	immersion	rather	than	by	the	sprinkling	or	pouring	of	water.	(This	view,	however,	is	shared	by	others	who	are	not	Baptists.)What	are	the	differences	between	Protestant	and	Catholic	churches?For	Protestants,	the	ritual	only	serves	to	commemorate	Jesus’	death	and	resurrection.	In	the	Roman	Catholic	Church,	there	are	seven	solemn	rites,
called	sacraments:	baptism,	confirmation,	the	Eucharist,	matrimony,	penance,	holy	orders	and	extreme	unction.What’s	the	difference	in	Catholic	and	Protestant?Catholics	believe	that	salvation	to	eternal	life	is	God’s	will	for	all	people.	You	must	believe	Jesus	was	the	son	of	God,	receive	Baptism,	confess	your	sins,	and	take	part	in	Holy	Mass	to	obtain
this.	Protestants	believe	that	salvation	to	eternal	life	is	God’s	will	for	all	people.Why	don	t	Protestants	go	to	church	on	Christmas?Puritans	Cancel	Christmas	After	King	Henry	VIII	broke	away	from	the	Roman	Catholic	church	and	created	the	Protestant	Church	of	England,	Puritans	sought	to	further	reform	his	newly-founded	church.Why	did	the
Methodist	church	split	from	Catholic?In	1844,	the	General	Conference	of	the	Methodist	Episcopal	Church	split	into	two	conferences	because	of	tensions	over	slavery	and	the	power	of	bishops	in	the	denomination.What	are	Methodists	not	allowed	to	do?Free	Methodists	do	not	support	the	consumption,	possession,	or	production	of	alcohol.	Writing	on
their	official	FMCUSA.org	website	that	the	goal	of	their	Church	is	to:	“Bring	wholeness	to	the	world	through	healthy	biblical	communities	of	holy	people	multiplying	disciples,	leaders,	group,	and	churches.”Can	a	Methodist	marry	a	Catholic?Technically,	marriages	between	a	Catholic	and	a	baptized	Christian	who	is	not	in	full	communion	with	the
Catholic	Church	(Orthodox,	Lutheran,	Methodist,	Baptist,	etc.)	are	called	mixed	marriages.	Many	people	have	heard	of	the	Episcopalian	and	Methodist	denominations	but	don’t	know	the	differences	and	similarities	between	their	respective	churches.	People	may	also	be	aware	that	both	traditions	have	roots	in	England	yet	have	played	important	roles
in	American	Christian	history	as	well.	The	Episcopalian	denomination	is	part	of	the	worldwide	Anglican	Communion,	also	known	as	the	Church	of	England.	People	often	describe	the	tradition	as	halfway	between	Catholic	and	Protestant.	The	Methodist	tradition,	founded	by	John	Wesley,	is	a	branch	of	Protestant	Christianity	with	historical	ties	to
Anglicanism.	What	do	the	names	“Episcopalian”	and	“Methodist”	mean?	What	is	the	largest	denomination	in	each	tradition?	Do	Episcopalians	and	Methodists	believe	in	the	Trinity,	the	inspiration	of	Scripture,	and	speaking	in	tongues?	Keep	reading	to	learn	the	answers	to	these	questions	and	others.	Also,	see	Episcopalian	vs.	Protestant:	What’s	the
Difference?	to	learn	more.	What’s	the	largest	denomination	in	each	tradition?	See	below	John	Wesley	didn’t	intend	to	start	a	new	Christian	denomination.	Rather,	he	sought	to	reform	the	Church	of	England.	Wesley	tried	to	keep	the	Methodist	movement	within	the	English	church,	but	it	grew	into	its	own	branch	of	Protestant	Christianity.
EpiscopalianMethodismNameFrom	the	Greek	word	for	“overseer”	and	the	Latin	word	for	“bishop,”	the	term	refers	to	a	form	of	church	government	that	locates	ecclesiastical	authority	in	the	office	of	bishop	as	opposed	to	the	papacy	or	congregational	membership.	The	term	also	describes	the	largest	tradition	in	the	Anglican	communion	in	America.
The	term	“Methodist”	was	a	nickname	that	observers	gave	to	the	founder	of	Methodism,	John	Wesley	(1703-1791),	and	his	friends	at	Oxford	University.	The	word	“method”	describes	the	strict	discipline	Wesley	and	others	practiced.	OriginThe	Anglican	tradition	dates	to	the	time	of	King	Henry	VIII	(1491-1547)	and	his	protests	against	the	Catholic
church.	Anglicanism	arrived	in	America	as	soon	as	settlers	arrived	from	England.	The	“Episcopalian”	church	dates	to	the	time	of	the	Revolutionary	War	(1775-1783).	John	Wesley	is	the	founder	of	Methodism,	which	arose	out	of	the	Church	of	England	in	the	mid-18th	century.Branch	of	Christianity	Because	its	part	of	the	Anglican	Communion,	many
people	consider	Episcopalianism	halfway	between	Protestantism	and	Catholicism.	Many	theologians	and	historians	posit	that	a	church	can’t	be	“halfway	Catholic,”	so	it’s	best	to	consider	the	tradition	Protestant	with	aspects	of	Catholicism	woven	into	certain	churches.	Methodists	are	Protestants	and	believe	that	salvation	is	by	grace	through	faith	and
not	according	to	works.	Methodist	theology	is	sometimes	referred	to	as	“Wesleyan	theology”	or	“Wesleyan-Arminian	theology.”Early	contributorsKing	Edward	VI	(1537-1553),	Queen	Elizabeth	I	(1533-1603),	theologian	Richard	Hooker	(1554-1600)	Other	than	John	Wesley,	Charles	Wesley	(1707-1788)	and	George	Whitefield	(1714-1770)	played	key
roles	in	the	denomination’s	formation.	Also,	see	What	Do	Episcopalians	Believe?	to	learn	more.	EpiscopalianMethodismOrganizationThe	word	“episcopal”	comes	from	the	Greek	word	for	“overseer”	and	the	Latin	word	for	“bishop.”	It	refers	to	a	form	of	church	government	that	locates	ecclesiastical	authority	in	the	office	of	bishop	as	opposed	to	the
papacy,	like	in	Catholicism,	or	the	congregation,	like	in	some	Protestant	traditions.The	term	“connectionalism”	describes	the	network	of	relationships	among	Methodist	churches.	“Bishops”	lead	churches	within	the	framework	of	episcopalian	polity.AuthorityHistorically,	Episcopalianism,	like	the	Anglican	communion,	values	the	Bible.	The	tradition
affirms	the	Apostles	Creed	and	the	Nicene	Creed.	The	Book	of	Common	Prayer	is	also	a	pivotal	document	to	the	heart	and	identity	of	the	tradition.	As	Protestants,	Methodists	have	historically	held	that	the	Bible	alone	is	authoritative	for	establishing	doctrine	and	ordering	Christian	living.	Methodism	historically	affirms	the	Apostles	Creed	and	the
Nicene	Creed,	The	Book	of	Common	Prayer,	and	hymnals	important	to	the	tradition.DivisionsThe	denomination	called	the	“Episcopal	Church”	is	the	largest	by	a	significant	margin.	Denominations	and	churches	have	split	over	theological,	political,	and	social	issues.	Examples	of	contentious	topics	include	women	in	ministry,	allegations	of	devaluing
Scripture,	and	issues	related	to	same-sex	marriage	and	gender	identification.	There	are	many	denominations	in	the	Methodist	tradition.	The	United	Methodist	Church	is	the	largest	and	has	adopted	liberal	perspectives	on	many	social	and	theological	issues	in	recent	decades.	Other	small	denominations	maintain	conservative	positions.Social	worldview
todayThe	“Episcopal	Church,”	the	largest	communion	in	America,	is	socially	and	theologically	liberal.	The	largest	denomination	in	the	tradition,	the	United	Methodist	Church,	has	experienced	significant	tension	in	recent	years	over	social	issues	related	to	same-sex	marriage	and	gender	identification.	The	Episcopalian	tradition	in	America	has	different
expressions	in	twenty-first-century	America.	The	denomination	called	the	“Episcopal	Church”	is	the	largest	by	a	significant	margin.	Denominations	and	churches	have	split	over	theological,	political,	and	social	issues.	Examples	of	contentious	topics	include	women	in	ministry,	allegations	of	devaluing	Scripture,	and	issues	related	to	same-sex	marriage
and	gender	identification.	Episcopal	DenominationsReported	MembershipEpiscopal	Church2	millionAnglican	Church	in	North	America112,000Continuing	Anglican	Churches100,000Reformed	Episcopal	Church15,000	What	are	the	“high	church”	and	“low	church”	Anglicanism	and	Episcopalianism?	The	high	church	wing	emphasizes	the	tradition’s
similarities	to	Catholicism	and	practices	aspects	of	High	Mass.	The	low	church	wing	emphasizes	the	tradition’s	similarities	with	Protestantism	and	its	roots	in	the	Reformation.	Today,	some	Episcopalian	congregations	in	America	emphasize	beliefs	and	practices	that	are	considered	Catholic.	Other	churches	are	aligned	with	conservative	evangelical
theology,	some	of	which	embrace	charismatic	expressions	of	worship	and	prayer.	Still,	other	Episcopal	churches	have	largely	abandoned	historical	Catholicism	and	Protestantism	and	have	adopted	liberal	and	progressive	social-political	convictions	and	have	less	theological	focus.	There	isn’t	a	single	Methodist	denomination.	It’s	more	accurate	to	speak
of	the	“Methodist	tradition,”	which	is	comprised	of	different	denominations.	The	largest	Methodist	denominations	are:	Methodist	DenominationsReported	MembershipThe	United	Methodist	Church	(UMC)7.6	millionAfrican	Methodist	Episcopal	Church	(AMEC)2.5	millionAfrican	Methodist	Episcopal	Zion	Church	(ECO)301,000Christian	Methodist
Episcopal	Church	(CMEC)290,000	Also,	see	Episcopalian	vs.	Evangelical:	What’s	the	Difference?	to	learn	more.	Do	Episcopalians	and	Methodists	believe	in	the	Second	Coming	of	Christ?	See	below	EpiscopalianMethodismView	of	the	BibleTraditionally,	the	“low	church”	(see	above)	has	a	high	view	of	Scripture	in	alignment	with	Protestantism.	The
“high	church”	values	Scripture	plus	ecclesiastical	tradition.	Liberal	and	progressive	congregations	have	decentralized	Scripture.	People	can	read	deutero-canonical	literature	or	the	Apocrypha,	but	they	can’t	be	used	to	establish	doctrine.The	Bible	is	inspired,	according	to	traditional	Methodist	teaching.	Some	conservative	Methodist	denominations	in
America	accept	and	use	the	term	“inerrancy,”	which	means	that	Scripture	is	without	error.View	of	GodEpiscopalians	believe	in	the	Trinity;	there	is	one	God	who	exists	in	three	persons.	The	Father,	Son,	and	Holy	Spirit	are	each	fully	divine.	Methodists	believe	in	the	Trinity	as	well.View	of	ChristHistorically,	Episcopalianism	has	affirmed	that	Jesus	is
the	second	person	of	the	Trinity.	He	is	God	in	human	flesh.	He	is	100%	God	and	100%	man.	Jesus	was	born	of	a	virgin,	lived	a	sinless	life,	died	as	an	atonement	for	sin,	was	physically	resurrected	on	the	third	day,	and	ascended	into	heaven.	Methodists	believe	the	same	essential	truths	about	the	person	and	work	of	Christ	as	Episcopalians	do.View	of
SalvationEpiscopalianism’s	roots	in	Anglicanism	are	closer	to	Calvinism	than	Arminianism.	However,	Arminianism	grew	to	characterize	and	influence	the	tradition	more.	Today,	liberal	and	progressive	congregations	are	ecumenical	and	inclusive	of	other	religions.	Methodists	are	Arminian,	as	opposed	to	Calvinists	or	Reformed.	As	Protestants,
Methodists	have	historically	held	that	salvation	is	by	grace	through	faith	in	Christ	alone,	as	opposed	to	good	works.View	of	the	Holy	SpiritThe	Holy	Spirit	is	the	third	person	of	the	Trinity.	He	is	fully	divine.	Episcopalians	are	historically	cessationists,	yet	some	small	communions	practice	charismatic	worship	(e.g.,	International	Communion	of	the
Charismatic	Episcopal	Church).	Methodists	believe	the	same	essential	doctrines	as	Episcopalians	regarding	the	person	and	work	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	Some	Methodists	practice	Pentecostal	expressions	of	worship	and	prayer,	such	as	speaking	in	tongues.	Also,	see	Christian	Denominations	Compared	to	learn	more.	EpiscopalianMethodismView	of	the
Ordinances	or	SacramentsAll	Episcopalian	expressions	recognize	baptism	and	the	Lord’s	Supper.	Those	who	have	convictions	that	align	with	the	high	church	recognize	the	other	five	that	Catholicism	does.	The	Anglican-Episcopalian	tradition	teaches	that	the	sacraments	are	a	means	of	grace,	as	in	Catholicism.	Like	most	Protestants,	Methodists
recognize	the	two	sacraments	that	Christ	explicitly	taught:	baptism	and	communion.View	of	the	Lord’s	SupperChrist	is	present	in	the	elements,	but	there	is	a	mystery	to	it.	The	tradition	doesn’t	fully	embrace	Catholicism’s	theology	of	the	Eucharist	but	affirms	that	consuming	the	elements	is	more	than	simply	a	memorial	practice.	Methodists	believe	in
the	real	presence	of	Christ,	making	it	more	than	a	memorial	like	in	some	Protestant	traditions,	but	they	don’t	believe	in	transubstantiation	as	Catholicism	teaches.View	of	the	BaptismClergy	baptize	infants	and	adults;	baptized	individuals	are	“grafted	into	the	church.”	Methodists	baptize	infants	as	a	sign	of	regeneration.View	of	the	End
TimesEpiscopalians	believe	in	the	Second	Coming	of	Christ.	The	tradition’s	eschatology	is	Amillennial,	as	opposed	to	Premillennial	or	Postmilennial.	The	Second	Coming	of	Christ	is	a	primary	doctrine;	the	millennium	is	understood	according	to	Amillennial	theology.	Also,	see	Episcopalian	vs.	Christianity:	What’s	the	Difference?	to	learn	more.	Skip	to
main	content	Reddit	and	its	partners	use	cookies	and	similar	technologies	to	provide	you	with	a	better	experience.	By	accepting	all	cookies,	you	agree	to	our	use	of	cookies	to	deliver	and	maintain	our	services	and	site,	improve	the	quality	of	Reddit,	personalize	Reddit	content	and	advertising,	and	measure	the	effectiveness	of	advertising.	By	rejecting
non-essential	cookies,	Reddit	may	still	use	certain	cookies	to	ensure	the	proper	functionality	of	our	platform.	For	more	information,	please	see	our	Cookie	Notice	and	our	Privacy	Policy.	The	Christian	faith	is	like	a	great,	beautiful	story	woven	with	the	lives	of	billions	of	people.	It	has	many	threads	and	colors,	representing	different	beliefs	and
traditions.	The	main	branches	are	Roman	Catholicism,	Eastern	Orthodoxy,	and	Protestantism.	To	understand	any	one	part,	we	must	first	see	the	whole	picture.	Here,	we	will	look	closely	at	Protestantism	and	a	special	movement	born	from	its	heart:	Methodism.	Protestantism	is	a	family	of	churches	whose	story	begins	with	the	Reformation	in	the	16th
century.	This	was	a	time	when	many	people	felt	a	deep	need	to	challenge	the	practices	of	the	Roman	Catholic	which	was	the	main	church	in	Western	Europe.	The	word	“Reformation”	comes	from	a	Latin	word	meaning	“to	renew.”	1	At	the	reformers	did	not	want	to	break	away	to	purify	the	Church	and	bring	it	back	to	the	simple,	powerful	teachings	of
the	Bible.	Many	years	later,	in	18th-century	England,	another	movement	of	the	Holy	Spirit	began:	Methodism.	It	started	not	as	a	new	but	as	a	revival	within	the	Church	of	England,	which	was	already	a	Protestant	church.²	Its	founders,	two	brothers	and	priests	named	John	and	Charles	Wesley,	wanted	to	help	people	live	a	more	disciplined	and	heartfelt
Christian	life.³	The	first	Methodists	were	known	for	their	methodical	way	of	praying	and	living	out	their	faith,	always	seeking	a	closer	walk	with	God.	People	often	ask,	“What	is	the	difference	between	a	Methodist	and	a	Protestant?”	This	question	can	be	confusing,	as	if	they	are	two	separate	things.	But	the	truth	is	simpler	and	more	beautiful:
Methodism	is	a	denomination	within	the	great	family	of	Protestantism.	This	article	wants	to	show	you	this	relationship.	We	will	see	how	Methodism	is	truly	Protestant	also	has	its	own	unique	story	and	special	focus.	It	is	not	“versus,”	but	“both/and.”	Both	movements	were	born	from	a	deep	desire	for	an	authentic	faith,	one	in	a	spirit	of	“protest”	and
“reformation,”	the	other	in	a	spirit	of	“revival.”	In	examining	the	diversity	within	Protestantism,	it’s	also	fascinating	to	consider	how	different	faiths,	including	the	beliefs	and	practices	of	Scientology,	approach	the	quest	for	meaning	and	spirituality.	Just	as	Methodism	emphasizes	grace	and	personal	connection	with	God,	Scientology	beliefs	and
practices	focus	on	individual	enlightenment	and	understanding	of	the	self.	Both	traditions,	though	distinct,	reflect	the	rich	tapestry	of	religious	expression	that	seeks	to	answer	life’s	profound	questions.	In	addition	to	Methodism	and	Scientology,	examining	Mormon	beliefs	about	Christ	reveals	another	layer	of	diversity	within	the	Christian	tradition.
Mormons	hold	a	unique	perspective	on	Jesus	as	both	divine	and	a	separate	being	from	God	the	Father,	which	shapes	their	understanding	of	the	relationship	between	humanity	and	the	divine.	Such	varying	interpretations	within	these	religious	contexts	enrich	the	broader	conversation	about	faith	and	the	nature	of	spiritual	truth.	To	understand	this
well,	we	will	walk	a	certain	path.	We	will	look	at	the	history	and	core	beliefs	of	Protestantism.	Then,	we	will	see	how	the	Methodist	movement	began,	with	its	key	figures	and	beliefs.	We	will	place	Methodism	in	the	Protestant	family	and	then	explore	the	special	ways	it	understands	salvation	and	holiness.	We	will	also	look	at	how	the	churches	are
organized	and	the	unique	practices	that	give	Methodism	its	character.	Finally,	we	will	touch	on	the	challenges	and	realities	of	today,	hoping	to	arrive	at	a	clear	and	loving	understanding.	The	Protestant	Reformation,	which	truly	began	in	1517,	grew	from	concerns	that	had	been	building	for	a	long	time.¹	Many	people	were	troubled	by	practices	in	the
late	medieval	Roman	Catholic	especially	the	selling	of	indulgences,	which	were	said	to	lessen	time	in	purgatory.	There	was	also	concern	about	corruption	among	the	clergy	and	a	feeling	that	the	Church	had	grown	distant	from	the	people	and	the	Bible.⁴	A	German	monk	named	Martin	Luther	felt	these	things	deeply.	In	1517,	he	famously	posted	his
Ninety-Five	Theses,	which	questioned	the	sale	of	indulgences.⁴	His	questions	soon	grew	to	challenge	the	Pope’s	authority	and	the	way	salvation	was	understood.	Luther	taught	that	we	are	made	right	with	God	not	by	our	own	works	by	faith	alone.⁴	It	is	important	to	remember	that	at	Luther	and	others	only	wanted	to	renew	the	not	break	from	it.¹	But
when	their	calls	for	reform	were	rejected,	a	separation	became	inevitable.⁴	The	new	printing	press	helped	spread	the	reformers’	ideas	and	Bible	translations	across	Europe	like	wildfire.⁴	Other	great	figures	like	John	Calvin	and	Ulrich	Zwingli	joined	the	call	for	reform.	The	main	concerns	were	always	the	same:	the	sale	of	indulgences,	corruption,	the
authority	of	the	Pope	versus	the	Bible,	and	how	a	person	finds	salvation.⁴	From	this	time	of	change	came	five	great	truths,	often	called	the	Five	Solas	(from	the	Latin	word	for	“alone”).	These	ideas	became	the	foundation	of	Protestant	belief	and	distinguished	it	from	the	Roman	Catholic	teachings	of	that	day.⁵	Sola	Scriptura	(Scripture	Alone):	This
means	the	Bible	is	the	highest	and	only	infallible	authority	for	our	faith	and	life.	It	stands	above	any	church	tradition	or	decree.⁷	Sola	Fide	(Faith	Alone):	This	teaches	that	we	are	declared	righteous	in	God’s	eyes	only	through	our	faith	in	Jesus	Christ,	not	by	our	good	works.	Good	works	flow	from	a	true	faith	they	do	not	save	us.⁷	Sola	Gratia	(Grace
Alone):	This	means	salvation	is	a	completely	free	gift	from	God.	We	cannot	earn	it.	It	is	given	only	by	His	undeserved	favor.⁷	Solus	Christus	(Christ	Alone):	This	says	that	Jesus	Christ	is	the	one	and	only	mediator	between	God	and	us.	His	life,	death,	and	resurrection	are	the	only	basis	for	our	salvation.⁷	Soli	Deo	Gloria	(Glory	to	God	Alone):	This	reminds
us	that	all	glory	for	our	salvation,	and	for	everything,	belongs	to	God	alone.⁷	These	five	truths	united	many	different	groups.	But	the	focus	on	Sola	Scriptura	also	meant	that	people	would	sometimes	interpret	the	Bible	differently,	which	led	to	the	variety	we	see	in	Protestantism	today.	It	is	not	one	single	but	a	family	of	many	traditions.	From	the
beginning,	the	Protestant	movement	was	diverse.	While	united	against	Rome,	reformers	created	different	theological	systems.	This	led	to	the	main	branches	of	Protestantism:	Lutheranism,	Calvinism	(or	the	Reformed	tradition),	Anglicanism,	and	Anabaptism.⁴	This	variety	is	key	to	understanding	Protestantism.	It	shows	a	continuing	desire	for	reform
and	renewal,	which	would	later	make	a	space	for	new	movements	like	Methodism	to	be	born.⁴	In	the	1700s,	England	was	changing	rapidly.	The	Church	of	England	was	the	established	Protestant	but	for	some,	it	had	become	spiritually	sleepy.	Religion	seemed	to	be	more	about	following	rules	than	having	a	living	relationship	with	God.	Many	people,
especially	the	poor	and	working	classes,	felt	their	spiritual	needs	were	not	being	met.	Into	this	world	came	two	brothers,	John	Wesley	(1703–1791)	and	Charles	Wesley	(1707–1788).	Both	were	priests	in	the	Church	of	England.³	At	Oxford	University,	they	formed	a	small	group	with	others,	like	George	Whitefield,	to	seek	a	deeper	spiritual	life.	They
prayed,	studied	the	Bible,	received	Holy	Communion,	fasted,	and	served	the	poor	and	imprisoned.³	Other	students	mockingly	called	them	the	“Holy	Club”	or	“Methodists”	because	of	their	disciplined	methods.³	This	name,	meant	as	an	insult,	would	one	day	identify	a	worldwide	movement.	John	Wesley’s	journey	took	a	crucial	turn	after	a	difficult
mission	trip	to	America.	He	returned	to	England	feeling	that	his	own	faith	was	not	real.³	He	had	been	deeply	moved	by	the	calm	and	assured	faith	of	some	Moravian	Christians	he	met.³	Then,	on	the	evening	of	May	24,	1738,	he	went	to	a	small	meeting	on	Aldersgate	Street	in	London.	As	someone	read	from	Martin	Luther’s	writings	on	the	book	of
Romans,	Wesley	felt	a	powerful	change.	He	wrote	in	his	journal:	“I	felt	my	heart	strangely	warmed.	I	felt	I	did	trust	in	Christ,	Christ	alone,	for	salvation;	and	an	assurance	was	given	me	that	He	had	taken	away	my	sins,	even	mine,	and	saved	me	from	the	law	of	sin	and	death.”	3	This	moment	of	personal	encounter	with	God’s	mercy	is	seen	as	the	true
beginning	of	his	powerful	ministry.³	Charles	Wesley	had	a	similar	experience	just	days	before.³	After	this,	the	Wesley	brothers	and	George	Whitefield	began	to	preach	with	a	new	fire.³	John	Wesley	became	the	great	organizer	and	theologian	of	the	movement.	He	preached	that	God’s	grace	is	for	everyone	and	that	we	can	grow	in	holiness.³	Charles
Wesley	became	the	great	poet,	writing	thousands	of	hymns	like	“Hark!	The	Herald	Angels	Sing.”	3	His	songs	were	a	beautiful	way	to	teach	theology	and	share	the	joy	of	the	faith.	George	Whitefield	was	a	powerful	preacher	who	spoke	to	huge	crowds	in	open	fields.³	He	and	Wesley	had	different	views	on	predestination	they	shared	a	passion	for	souls.³
These	early	Methodists	often	preached	outdoors	to	reach	people	who	were	neglected	by	the	established	church.³	They	organized	new	believers	into	“societies”	and	smaller	“classes”	for	fellowship,	prayer,	and	mutual	support.³	Methodist	theology,	shaped	by	John	Wesley,	has	several	beautiful	emphases:	Prevenient	Grace:	Wesley	taught	that	God’s
grace	is	already	working	in	every	person’s	heart,	drawing	them	to	Him	and	giving	them	the	freedom	to	say	“yes”	to	His	love.³	Justification	by	Faith:	Like	other	Protestants,	Methodists	believe	we	are	forgiven	and	accepted	by	God	through	faith	in	Jesus.	Assurance	of	Salvation:	A	special	emphasis	is	that	we	can	know	in	our	hearts	that	we	are	saved,
feeling	the	assurance	of	the	Holy	Spirit.³	Christian	Perfection	(Entire	Sanctification):	This	is	perhaps	the	most	unique	Wesleyan	teaching.	It	is	the	belief	that	in	this	life,	through	God’s	grace,	our	hearts	can	be	filled	with	a	perfect	love	for	God	and	our	neighbor,	cleansing	us	from	inward	sin.	It	is	not	that	we	never	make	mistakes	that	our	hearts	are
motivated	purely	by	love.³	The	“Four	Alls”:	This	simple	summary	captures	the	heart	of	the	message	3:	All	people	need	to	be	saved.	All	people	can	be	saved.	All	people	can	know	they	are	saved.	All	people	can	be	saved	completely.	John	Wesley	never	wanted	to	leave	the	Church	of	England.³	He	was	a	priest	his	whole	life	and	told	his	followers	to	attend
their	local	parish.³	But	the	movement	grew	so	much,	with	its	own	leaders	and	meetings,	that	it	began	to	look	like	a	separate	body.	The	final	step	came	in	1784	when	Wesley	ordained	preachers	for	America,	where	there	were	not	enough	priests	after	the	Revolutionary	War.	This	was	against	Anglican	rules.³	After	Wesley	died	in	1791,	Methodism
formally	became	its	own	denomination,	spreading	with	great	missionary	zeal	across	the	world.²	to	Protestantism;	it	is	a	vibrant	and	important	expression	of	Protestantism.	Methodism	shares	so	much	with	its	Protestant	brothers	and	sisters.	This	includes	the	core	beliefs	of	our	faith:	in	God	as	a	Holy	Trinity—Father,	Son,	and	Holy	Spirit;	in	the	divinity
of	Jesus	Christ;	and	in	the	Bible	as	the	inspired	Word	of	God.³	Methodists	also	hold	to	the	foundational	Protestant	truths	of	justification	by	faith	and	salvation	through	the	grace	of	Jesus	Christ.³	And	in	their	worship,	many	Methodists	use	the	ancient	Apostles’	and	Nicene	Creeds	to	profess	the	faith	we	all	share.³	Sometimes	people	say	Methodists	are
“non-creedal.”	This	does	not	mean	they	reject	the	creeds.	It	simply	means	that	for	someone	to	become	a	member,	the	focus	is	more	on	a	living	faith	and	a	holy	life	than	on	signing	a	long	list	of	doctrines.¹⁴	This	emphasis	on	a	heartfelt,	personal	faith	is	something	Methodists	share	with	many	other	Protestant	groups,	like	Baptists	and	Pentecostals.¹⁴	The
best	way	to	see	the	relationship	is	like	a	family	tree.	Protestantism	is	the	large	branch,	and	Methodism	is	a	smaller	branch	growing	from	it.	A	Methodist	is	a	Protestant	with	a	unique	history	and	special	spiritual	emphases.	The	confusion	sometimes	comes	because	Methodism	has	such	a	strong	identity	its	core—a	focus	on	personal	conversion,	the	Bible,
Christ,	and	mission—is	deeply	rooted	in	the	wider	evangelical	stream	of	Protestantism.³	While	Methodists	share	the	heart	of	Protestant	faith,	they	have	some	special	theological	treasures	that	give	their	tradition	a	unique	rhythm,	especially	in	how	they	understand	salvation,	holiness,	and	the	sources	of	our	faith.	These	distinctive	beliefs	are	reflected	in
their	practices	and	community	life,	highlighting	the	importance	of	grace	and	personal	experience	in	the	journey	of	faith.	The	Methodist	Church	symbol	significance	is	often	seen	as	a	representation	of	their	commitment	to	the	mission	of	spreading	God’s	love	and	understanding	through	service	and	community	engagement.	This	emphasis	on	loving	one
another	and	pursuing	social	justice	further	illustrates	the	unique	contributions	of	Methodism	to	the	larger	Christian	narrative.	A	great	conversation	within	the	Protestant	family	has	been	between	two	ways	of	understanding	salvation:	Arminianism	and	Calvinism.	Methodism	follows	the	path	of	Wesleyan-Arminianism.³	This	path	was	lovingly	mapped	out
by	John	Wesley,	based	on	the	earlier	work	of	a	Dutch	theologian,	Jacobus	Arminius.¹⁸	It	offers	a	different	perspective	from	the	Calvinist	tradition	found	in	Presbyterian	and	some	other	churches.	Here	is	a	simple	way	to	see	the	difference	in	this	family	conversation:	DoctrineThe	Calvinist	ViewThe	Wesleyan-Arminian	ViewOur	Human	WillWe	are	so
broken	by	sin	that	we	cannot	choose	God	on	our	own.	God’s	grace	must	come	to	us	and	cannot	be	resisted.We	are	broken	by	sin,	but	God’s	Prevenient	Grace	touches	every	heart,	giving	us	the	freedom	to	say	“yes”	or	“no”	to	His	love.	3God’s	Choice	(Election)God	chose,	before	time,	who	would	be	saved	based	only	on	His	sovereign	will.God,	in	His
infinite	knowledge,	chooses	those	He	foresaw	would	freely	choose	Him	in	faith.	10Christ’s	AtonementChrist’s	death	was	intended	to	save	only	the	chosen	(the	elect).Christ	died	for	every	single	person,	making	salvation	possible	for	all	who	believe.	3God’s	GraceGod’s	saving	grace	is	irresistible	for	the	elect.God’s	grace	can	be	resisted.	We	can	freely
choose	to	accept	or	reject	His	loving	invitation.	18Our	Security	in	FaithOnce	God	saves	someone,	they	will	persevere	in	faith	and	can	never	be	lost	(“once	saved,	always	saved”).It	is	possible	for	a	believer	to	turn	away	from	God	and	lose	their	salvation	if	they	willfully	abandon	their	faith.	3	This	is	not	just	a	discussion	for	theologians;	it	changes	how	we
share	the	Gospel	and	care	for	one	another.	The	Methodist	belief	that	Christ	died	for	all	and	that	everyone	can	respond	to	His	grace	is	what	fuels	their	passionate	call	to	evangelism.	A	beautiful	jewel	of	Wesleyan	theology	is	the	teaching	on	Christian	Perfection	or	Entire	Sanctification.³	John	Wesley	felt	this	was	the	special	gift	God	had	given	the
Methodists	to	share.³	It	does	not	mean	we	become	like	angels,	never	making	a	mistake.	It	means	that,	by	a	“second	work	of	grace,”	our	hearts	can	be	so	filled	with	love	for	God	and	our	neighbor	that	we	are	cleansed	from	the	desire	to	sin.³	It	is	a	journey	beyond	just	being	forgiven	(	justification)	to	being	made	holy	in	our	hearts	and	lives
(sanctification).³	John	Wesley	and	Martin	Luther	both	treasured	the	truth	of	justification	by	faith.¹¹	But	they	saw	the	journey	afterward	a	bit	differently.	Wesley	made	a	very	clear	distinction	between	what	God	does	for	us	(forgiveness)	and	what	God	does	in	us	(making	us	holy),	seeing	holiness	as	a	process	that	could	lead	to	a	state	of	perfect	love	in	this
life.²⁰	Luther	saw	these	two	as	more	intertwined	and	was	more	focused	on	our	state	as	being	“at	once	righteous	and	a	sinner”	(	simul	iustus	et	peccator).¹¹	Wesley	also	saw	God’s	law	as	a	loving	guide	for	the	believer’s	life,	helping	us	on	the	path	to	holiness.²⁰	Methodists	have	a	wonderful	tool	for	thinking	about	their	faith,	often	called	the	Wesleyan
Quadrilateral.	It	uses	four	sources	to	guide	our	understanding:	Scripture,	Tradition,	Reason,	and	Experience.¹⁰	Scripture	is	always	the	first	and	most	important	guide.	Tradition	is	the	wisdom	of	the	Church	through	the	ages.	Reason	is	the	gift	of	our	minds,	which	God	wants	us	to	use.²¹	Experience	is	our	personal	encounter	with	God’s	love	in	our	own
lives.	These	four	guides	work	together,	like	friends	on	a	journey,	to	help	us	find	a	faith	that	is	both	deeply	rooted	and	alive	to	the	questions	of	today.	Theological	AreaA	General	Protestant	BeliefA	Distinctive	Methodist	EmphasisAuthorityScripture	Alone	(Sola	Scriptura)	is	the	final	word.Scripture	is	primary,	but	we	understand	it	with	the	help	of
Tradition,	ReAson,	and	Experience.¹⁰JustificationWe	are	saved	by	grace	through	faith	alone.Yes,	and	this	faith	must	be	a	living	faith,	active	in	Love.²⁰SanctificationWe	grow	in	holiness	after	we	are	justified.A	strong	call	to	Entire	Sanctification,	or	Christian	Perfection,	a	state	of	perfect	love	possible	in	this	Life.³Human	Will	&	GraceViews	vary	(e.g.,
Calvinist	view	of	irresistible	grace).Prevenient	Grace	comes	to	all,	enabling	us	to	freely	choose	God.	Grace	can	be	resisted.³AtonementChrist’s	death	saves	us.Christ	died	for	all	people,	making	salvation	available	to	everyoNe.³AssuranceBelievers	can	be	assured	of	their	salvation.A	strong	emphasis	that	we	can	know	we	are	saved	by	the	witness	of	the
Holy	Spirit	in	our	hearTs.³Christian	LifeLiving	a	life	of	good	works	that	flow	from	faith.A	methodical	path	of	discipleship,	seeking	both	personal	and	social	holiness.	10SacramentsBaptism	and	Holy	Communion	are	central.Yes,	and	Holy	Communion	is	a	special	“means	of	grace”	that	strengthens	our	souls.	This	shows	us	that	while	Methodism	is	built	on
a	Protestant	foundation,	it	has	built	a	beautiful	house	with	its	own	unique	rooms	and	windows.	How	a	church	family	organizes	itself,	its	“polity,”	says	a	lot	about	what	it	believes	about	God	and	community.²²	The	Methodist	way	is	called	connexionalism.	Connexionalism	is	the	beautiful	idea	that	all	Methodist	churches,	pastors,	and	people	are	connected.
They	are	a	family,	a	network	of	love	and	support.¹³	The	United	Methodist	Church	says	that	in	this	“connection,”	all	are	“connected	in	a	network	of	loyalties	and	commitments	that	support,	yet	supersede,	local	concerns.”	23	This	means	no	church	or	pastor	is	an	island;	they	belong	to	each	other	and	are	responsible	for	each	other.	This	idea	came	from
John	Wesley’s	practical	way	of	organizing	the	first	Methodist	groups.	He	created	a	“connexion”	of	societies	and	preachers	to	effectively	share	the	Gospel,	care	for	people,	and	hold	each	other	accountable.²³	The	structure	was	built	for	mission.	Key	parts	of	this	connexion	include:	Conferences:	These	are	meetings	where	decisions	are	made.	They
happen	at	every	level,	from	the	local	church	to	the	whole	denomination,	and	they	always	include	both	clergy	and	lay	people,	so	that	everyone	has	a	voice.¹³	Itinerant	Ministry:	In	the	Methodist	tradition,	pastors	are	often	appointed	to	churches	by	a	bishop,	rather	than	being	hired	by	a	single	congregation.²³	This	system	was	created	to	make	sure	every
big	or	small,	had	a	pastor,	and	that	preachers	could	be	sent	where	they	were	most	needed.	Bishops:	In	many	Methodist	churches	(like	the	United	Methodist	Church),	bishops	are	spiritual	leaders	who	guide	the	conferences,	ordain	ministers,	and	appoint	pastors.²²	Their	authority	is	not	absolute,	however;	they	serve	within	the	rules	of	the	whole
connexion.	Some	Methodist	churches,	like	the	one	in	Great	Britain,	do	not	have	bishops.²³	This	system	is	built	on	a	belief	in	the	unity	of	the	Church	and	the	need	for	shared	mission.	But	it	can	also	be	a	source	of	tension	when	the	family	disagrees	on	important	matters,	as	we	have	seen	in	recent	years.²⁵	We	can	understand	this	Methodist	way	better	by
looking	at	other	Protestant	models	of	church	life	22:	Episcopal	Polity:	This	is	a	government	by	bishops	(from	the	Greek	word	episkopos,	or	“overseer”).	It	is	a	hierarchy	where	bishops	have	great	authority.	The	Anglican/Episcopal	Church	is	an	example.²⁴	The	Methodist	system	with	bishops	is	a	form	of	this	with	more	power	shared	through	the
conference	system.²²	Presbyterian	Polity:	This	is	a	government	by	elders	(from	the	Greek	word	presbuteros).	Decisions	are	made	by	representative	councils	of	elders.²⁴	Presbyterian	churches	follow	this	model.²⁴	Here,	a	local	church	usually	calls	its	own	pastor,	which	is	different	from	the	Methodist	system	of	appointment.	Congregational	Polity:	In	this
model,	the	local	church	is	autonomous	and	governs	itself.²²	Each	congregation	makes	its	own	decisions.	Baptist	and	many	non-denominational	churches	are	organized	this	way.²²	This	is	very	different	from	the	interconnected	nature	of	Methodist	connexionalism.	FeatureEpiscopalPresbyterianCongregationalMethodist	ConnexionalismWhere	is
Authority?In	the	Bishops.In	councils	of	elders.In	the	local	congregation.In	the	Conferences	(clergy	and	laity);	Bishops	sErve	within	this	system.²³Who	Makes	Decisions?Bishops	and	their	councils.Presbyteries	and	assemblies.The	local	church	meeting.The	Charge,	Annual,	and	General	Conferences.¹³How	are	Pastors	Chosen?Appointed	by	a
bishop.Called	by	the	congregation,	approved	by	the	presbyterY.²⁸Called	by	the	congregaTion.²⁴AppoInted	by	a	bishop/conference.²³Local	Church	FreedomLimited	by	the	bishop.Limited	by	the	presbytery.High;	self-governiNg.²⁴Limited;	part	of	an	interdependent	conneXion.²³How	are	Churches	Linked?Through	the	bishop/diocese.Through
representative	councils.Through	voluntary	association.Through	an	essential	network	of	mutual	commitment	and	supporT.²³	These	different	ways	of	organizing	show	how	deep	beliefs	about	the	Church’s	mission	are	put	into	practice.	These	organizational	structures	are	not	merely	administrative	choices;	they	reflect	the	foundational	principles	that
guide	the	community’s	actions	and	outreach.	By	aligning	activities	with	evangelical	church	core	beliefs,	congregations	can	more	effectively	fulfill	their	mission	of	spreading	the	gospel	and	serving	their	communities.	Ultimately,	these	practices	create	a	tangible	expression	of	commitment	to	core	values	that	shape	the	identity	and	purpose	of	the	Church.
Methodism	is	more	than	just	beliefs	and	structures;	it	is	a	way	of	life,	a	certain	spirit	that	comes	from	its	history	and	its	heart.	John	Wesley	once	said,	“The	gospel	of	Christ	knows	of	no	religion	but	social;	no	holiness	but	social	holiness.”	10	What	a	powerful	truth!	This	means	our	personal	faith	cannot	be	kept	to	ourselves.	It	must	overflow	into	acts	of
compassion	and	a	deep	commitment	to	justice	in	the	world.	For	Wesley,	to	love	God	meant	to	love	our	neighbor,	especially	the	neighbor	who	is	suffering.	From	the	very	beginning,	Methodists	were	involved	in	changing	society	for	the	better.	They	cared	for	the	poor,	fought	against	slavery,	and	worked	to	reform	prisons.¹⁰	This	legacy	of	love	continues
today.	Methodist	churches	are	active	in	fighting	poverty,	promoting	healthcare	and	education,	seeking	racial	justice,	and	caring	for	God’s	creation.¹⁰	This	work	is	not	an	optional	extra;	it	is	the	natural	fruit	of	a	faith	that	takes	God’s	love	seriously.	Music,	especially	the	singing	of	hymns	by	the	whole	congregation,	is	central	to	the	Methodist	spirit.¹²
Charles	Wesley,	John’s	brother,	was	a	true	poet	of	the	faith,	writing	around	6,000	hymns.³	These	songs	were	not	just	for	worship;	they	were	a	way	of	teaching	the	great	truths	of	the	faith—God’s	universal	love,	free	grace,	the	assurance	of	salvation,	and	the	call	to	a	holy	life—in	a	way	that	touched	the	heart.	Singing	together	became	a	powerful	way	to
share	a	common	faith	and	experience	God’s	presence.	Methodist	worship	has	some	beautiful	and	distinctive	practices:	Covenant	Renewal	Service:	Often	held	at	the	start	of	a	new	year,	this	is	a	solemn	and	beautiful	service	where	the	people	renew	their	covenant	promise	with	God.²¹	Lovefeast	(Agape	Meal):	This	is	a	simple	service	of	fellowship,
remembering	an	ancient	Christian	practice.	People	share	a	little	bread	and	water,	sing	hymns,	pray,	and	share	stories	of	God’s	grace	in	their	lives.³	Watchnight	Service:	A	service	on	New	Year’s	Eve	for	prayer	and	reflection.³	Altar	Calls:	In	many	services,	there	is	a	loving	invitation	for	people	to	come	to	the	altar	for	prayer,	whether	to	give	their	lives	to
Christ	for	the	first	time	or	to	seek	a	deeper	relationship	with	Him.³	Of	course,	Methodist	services	are	also	centered	on	the	reading	and	preaching	of	the	Bible	and	the	sharing	of	the	two	sacraments	given	by	Christ:	Baptism	and	Holy	Communion.¹²	Methodism	was	born	as	a	revival,	and	so	the	desire	to	share	the	good	news	of	Jesus	has	always	been	in	its
DNA.³	John	Wesley	told	his	preachers,	“You	have	nothing	to	do	but	to	save	souls.”	15	This	passion	is	what	caused	Methodism	to	spread	so	quickly	around	the	world.³	The	mission	to	make	new	disciples	and	reach	out	to	those	on	the	margins	of	society	is	still	a	vital	part	of	the	Methodist	heart.	The	very	name	“Methodist”	points	to	a	disciplined,	or
methodical,	approach	to	following	Jesus.³	This	means	practicing	spiritual	disciplines	like	prayer,	Bible	study,	and	fasting,	and	gathering	in	fellowship	for	mutual	support.	Wesley’s	small	“class	meetings”	were	essential	for	this	kind	of	spiritual	growth.³	Today,	this	continues	in	things	like	“A	Methodist	Way	of	Life,”	which	encourages	specific	practices	to
help	people	grow	closer	to	God	on	their	journey	of	discipleship.³²	As	part	of	the	Wesleyan	Quadrilateral,	Methodists	believe	we	must	use	our	God-given	reason	in	matters	of	faith.²¹	This	does	not	mean	a	cold	faith	without	heart	a	faith	that	thinks	deeply	and	engages	with	the	world’s	questions.	John	Wesley	himself	was	a	great	scholar.	This	embrace	of
reason	helps	Methodism	to	be	a	faith	that	is	both	deeply	rooted	and	thoughtfully	engaged	with	modern	life.	The	family	of	Protestantism,	and	Methodism	within	it,	is	always	living	and	changing.	Sometimes,	deep	disagreements	over	theology	or	how	to	live	out	our	faith	in	the	world	lead	to	painful	divisions.	A	recent	example	is	the	formation	of	the	Global
Methodist	Church	(GMC)	in	2022,	as	many	congregations	separated	from	the	United	Methodist	Church	(UMC).²⁵	This	shift	highlights	the	evolving	landscape	of	America’s	largest	faith	denominations,	as	differing	interpretations	of	scripture	and	social	issues	continue	to	challenge	unity.	As	congregations	navigate	their	beliefs	and	values,	discussions
around	inclusion,	governance,	and	mission	remain	at	the	forefront	of	the	debate.	Ultimately,	these	changes	reflect	broader	societal	shifts,	as	faith	communities	strive	to	remain	relevant	in	an	increasingly	diverse	world.	This	kind	of	separation	is	not	new	in	Methodist	history.²⁵	The	most	recent	division	has	come	from	long	and	painful	disagreements
over	how	to	interpret	the	Bible	on	matters	of	human	sexuality,	as	well	as	other	issues	like	how	the	church’s	rules	are	followed	and	the	impact	of	cultural	polarization.²⁶	Those	who	formed	the	GMC	often	speak	of	a	desire	to	hold	firmly	to	what	they	see	as	traditional	Wesleyan	faith	and	biblical	teaching.²⁶	These	moments	show	us	that	the	Protestant
desire	to	seek	what	is	believed	to	be	the	most	authentic	form	of	Christianity	is	still	very	much	alive.	Like	most	large	Protestant	families,	Methodism	today	has	a	wide	range	of	views	on	how	to	apply	our	faith	to	the	complex	problems	of	society.	People	of	good	will,	reading	the	same	Bible	and	praying	to	the	same	God,	can	come	to	different	conclusions
on	issues	of	justice,	the	environment,	and	peace.	This	diversity	is	found	across	all	of	Protestantism.	For	a	global	this	can	be	very	difficult,	as	believers	in	different	parts	of	the	world	may	have	very	different	cultural	contexts	and	priorities.	The	connexional	system,	which	is	meant	to	create	unity,	is	put	under	great	strain	by	these	disagreements.	Despite
these	differences,	many	Protestant	churches,	including	Methodists,	are	committed	to	talking	with	one	another	and	working	together.¹⁰	This	is	called	the	ecumenical	movement.	The	goal	is	to	build	bridges	of	understanding,	find	common	ground,	and	serve	the	world	together.	For	example,	the	Methodist	Church	in	Great	Britain	has	a	special	covenant
relationship	with	the	Church	of	England,	recognizing	their	shared	history.¹⁰	The	path	to	full	Christian	unity	is	long	the	desire	to	walk	it	together	in	love	and	respect	is	a	beautiful	sign	of	hope.	As	we	come	to	the	end	of	our	reflection,	let	us	hold	this	truth	in	our	hearts:	Methodism	is	a	beloved	and	important	part	of	the	great	Protestant	family.	It	shares
the	same	history,	born	from	a	desire	to	reform	the	Church	in	the	16th	century.	It	holds	to	the	same	core	beliefs:	the	authority	of	the	Bible,	salvation	by	grace	through	faith,	and	the	centrality	of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ.	The	relationship	is	not	“Methodist	OR	Protestant,”	but	“Methodist	AND	Protestant.”	Methodism	is	a	unique	and	beautiful	stream	flowing
in	the	great	river	of	Protestantism.	But	as	in	any	family,	there	are	unique	traits.	The	things	that	make	Methodism	special	include:	Its	Theology:	A	Wesleyan-Arminian	heart	that	beats	with	the	conviction	that	God’s	grace	is	for	everyone,	that	we	are	free	to	accept	His	love,	that	Christ	died	for	all,	and	that	we	can	be	made	perfect	in	love	in	this	life	(entire
sanctification).	Its	Structure:	A	“connexional”	way	of	life,	where	churches	are	linked	in	a	web	of	mutual	support	and	accountability	through	conferences,	with	bishops	and	appointed	pastors	in	many	branches.	Its	Spirit:	A	deep	commitment	to	“social	holiness,”	where	faith	must	lead	to	action	for	justice	and	care	for	the	poor.	A	rich	tradition	of	hymn-
singing	that	teaches	the	faith	through	music.	And	a	balanced	way	of	seeking	truth	through	Scripture,	tradition,	reason,	and	experience.	These	differences	are	not	to	be	seen	as	divisions	that	break	the	body	of	Christ	as	different	gifts	that	enrich	the	whole	Church.	Both	the	Protestant	Reformation	and	the	Methodist	revival	were	movements	of	the	Holy
Spirit,	calling	people	back	to	a	living,	authentic,	and	heartfelt	faith.	These	movements,	while	diverse,	found	common	ground	in	their	pursuit	of	a	deeper	relationship	with	God	and	a	commitment	to	scripture.	However,	understanding	the	lutheran	and	baptist	theology	differences	is	essential	for	appreciating	how	these	traditions	approach	faith	and
practice	in	unique	ways.	Ultimately,	it	is	through	dialogue	and	mutual	respect	that	the	richness	of	the	body	of	Christ	can	be	celebrated.	As	we	engage	in	this	conversation,	it	becomes	evident	that	while	there	may	be	theological	distinctions,	the	core	message	of	Christ’s	love	unites	believers	across	different	traditions.	Exploring	the	nuances	of	baptist
beliefs	and	practices	provides	valuable	insights	into	the	faith	journeys	of	individuals	and	communities.	By	embracing	these	differences,	we	promote	a	more	inclusive	understanding	of	the	Church,	fostering	an	environment	where	all	can	grow	in	their	faith	together.	By	navigating	the	complexities	of	theological	diversity,	including	the	calvinism	and
lutheranism	differences,	believers	can	deepen	their	understanding	of	God’s	truth.	This	exploration	allows	individuals	and	communities	to	appreciate	the	distinct	historical	contexts	and	interpretations	that	shape	their	faith.	In	doing	so,	we	create	opportunities	for	growth	and	unity,	fostering	a	strong,	collaborative	spirit	within	the	Church.	Additionally,
examining	the	diversity	of	pentecostal	beliefs	and	practices	enriches	our	understanding	of	spiritual	experiences	within	the	Church.	By	acknowledging	the	vibrant	expressions	of	faith	found	in	Pentecostalism,	we	invite	broader	conversations	about	worship,	gifts	of	the	Spirit,	and	transformative	encounters	with	God.	This	inclusivity	not	only	enhances
our	collective	faith	journey	but	also	strengthens	the	bonds	that	hold	us	together	as	a	unified	body	in	Christ.	The	special	gifts	of	Methodism	can	be	seen	as	a	way	of	bringing	balance	to	the	whole	family.	Its	focus	on	holiness	is	a	reminder	that	being	saved	is	not	just	a	one-time	event	a	lifelong	journey	of	transformation.	Its	Arminian	theology	is	a
powerful	song	about	the	wideness	of	God’s	mercy	and	love	for	every	single	person.	In	the	end,	the	variety	within	Protestantism,	including	the	beautiful	tradition	of	Methodism,	shows	the	richness	of	God’s	work	in	the	world.	It	gives	people	many	different	paths	to	walk	on	their	journey	to	the	one	Lord,	Jesus	Christ.	The	same	passionate	search	for	God
that	started	these	movements	continues	to	give	them	life	today.	This	diversity	not	only	nurtures	individual	faith	but	also	fosters	community	and	unity	among	believers	who	seek	to	serve	a	common	purpose.	As	the	world	evolves,	so	too	does	the	expression	of	faith,	as	seen	in	Christianity’s	growth	in	China,	where	new	believers	enthusiastically	embrace
their	spiritual	journey.	This	dynamic	expansion	reflects	the	enduring	relevance	and	adaptability	of	Protestant	traditions	in	various	cultural	contexts.	When	we	talk	about	the	differences	between	our	Christian	traditions,	let	us	do	so	with	a	gentle	and	understanding	heart.	Here	is	some	simple	advice:	Always	start	by	explaining	that	Methodism	is	part	of
the	Protestant	family.	An	analogy	can	help:	Protestantism	is	the	large	garden,	and	Methodism	is	one	of	the	beautiful	flowers	growing	in	it.	This	helps	people	move	past	an	“us	versus	them”	way	of	thinking.	Speak	of	the	Wesleyan-Arminian	understanding	of	salvation	as	a	primary	distinction,	especially	its	message	of	God’s	grace	being	available	to	all
and	our	freedom	to	respond.	Explain	the	Methodist	“connexional”	structure	as	a	web	of	community,	and	show	how	it	differs	from	churches	that	are	more	independent	or	led	differently.	Describe	the	Methodist	spirit,	with	its	call	to	“social	holiness,”	its	love	of	music,	and	its	balanced	approach	to	faith	using	Scripture,	tradition,	reason,	and	experience.
Remember	that	Protestantism	is	not	one	single	thing;	it	is	a	diverse	family.	Be	careful	not	to	create	caricatures.	Not	all	other	Protestants	are	Calvinists,	and	not	all	other	traditions	lack	a	concern	for	the	poor	or	a	deep	spiritual	life.	Explaining	the	history	helps	so	much.	Show	how	Methodism	grew	out	of	the	Church	of	England	in	the	18th	century	as	a
movement	of	revival,	building	on	the	foundations	of	the	earlier	Reformation.	While	explaining	what	is	unique,	always	remember	to	celebrate	the	vast	common	ground	we	share:	our	love	for	the	Bible,	our	belief	in	the	Trinity,	and	our	faith	in	Jesus	Christ	as	our	Lord	and	Savior.	Our	goal	should	always	be	to	build	understanding	and	love,	not	to	prove
that	one	way	is	better	than	another.	A	respectful	and	informative	tone	is	a	true	Christian	witness.	Terms	like	“Arminian,”	“polity,”	or	“sanctification”	may	be	unfamiliar.	Explain	them	simply	and	with	love,	so	that	everyone	can	understand.	Remember	that	official	church	teachings	do	not	always	capture	the	full	reality	of	a	person’s	lived	faith.
Acknowledging	this	makes	our	conversation	more	humble	and	realistic.
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