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100%(1)100%	found	this	document	useful	(1	vote)9K	viewsThe	document	provides	information	on	guidelines	for	lettering	including:-	Guidelines	aid	in	creating	uniform	lettering	and	provide	consistency.	-	For	uppercase	letters	only	the	base	and	caAI-enhanced	title	and	descriptionSaveSave	Guidelines	for	Lettering	For	Later100%100%	found	this
document	useful,	undefined	Leave	a	comment	5	Tips	for	Taking	Photos	of	Your	Calligraphy	Below	is	the	process	for	this	special	gold	sign	I	created	for	my	friends,	Fred	and	Jodean.	Youll	see	behind-the-scenes	photos	of	how	it	all	came	together,	and	the	order	More	Hand	Lettered	Sign	with	Gold	Leaf	Leave	a	comment	Hand	Lettered	Sign	with	Gold
Leaf	If	Im	honest,	it	feels	like	June	of	2024	was	2	years	ago!	Last	year	was	packed	with	so	many	shifts	and	opportunities,	many	stemming	from	this	very	website.	in	More	2024	in	Review	3	Comments	2024	in	Review	1	Comment	Ornate	Gold	Letter	with	Calligraphy	Its	so	fun	to	get	holiday	cards	into	the	mail	each	year,	but	the	envelope	addressing	part
might	make	you	want	to	skip	it	altogether.	Crooked	lines	of	text,	addresses	More	Top	3	Tips	for	Envelope	Addressing	2	Comments	Top	3	Tips	for	Envelope	Addressing	Leslie	was	getting	settled	after	just	having	moved	to	Arizona,	while	as	planning	her	daughters	bridal	shower	in	New	York!	A	member	of	the	bridal	party	volunteered	to	do	the	More
Bridal	Shower	Bottle	Calligraphy	Leave	a	comment	Bridal	Shower	Bottle	Calligraphy	Leave	a	comment	Hand	Painted	Sign	for	YO	East	4	Comments	My	First	Calligraphy	Conference	4	Comments	Tips	for	Creating	Your	First	Calligraphy	Art	Piece	An	acquaintance	said	to	me	recently,	you	know,	for	being	a	calligrapher,	and	doing	what	you	do,	your
handwriting	sure	is	hard	to	read.	3	Comments	Stop	Comparing	Your	Handwriting	to	Calligraphy	The	Medieval	and	Renaissance	calligraphy	I	emulate	was	penned	by	monks	and	professional	scribes	who	spent	a	good	portion	of	their	lives	perfecting	their	art.	I	on	the	other	hand	have	mundane	commitments	that	come	first,	and	do	calligraphy	as	a	hobby
in	(a	portion	of)	my	spare	time.	What	does	this	have	to	do	with	guidelines?	As	an	amateur	calligrapher,	pencil	guidelines	help	my	calligraphy	look	better.	They	are	erased	when	I'm	done,	leaving	straight,	evenly-spaced	text	that	matches	the	appearance	of	the	work	of	professional	period	scribes.	This	article	is	about	the	modern	tools	and	shortcuts	I	use
to	help	me	get	my	projects	done,	not	the	medieval	methods.	Because	of	the	length	of	this	article,	I've	divided	it	into	sections	to	allow	you	to	skip	ahead	to	the	subject	that	interests	you,	or	to	more	easily	take	it	a	bit	at	a	time	and	return	to	where	you	left	off.	Important	TermsThere	are	a	few	terms	I	use	repeatedly	that	need	to	be	understood	for	this
article	to	be	understood.	They	are	defined	and	diagrammed	below.	See	myglossary	page	for	these	and	other	calligraphy	terms.Minim	Height:The	height	of	lowercase	letters	that	lack	an	ascender	or	descender	such	as	a,	c,	e,	etc.Interlinear	Space:The	whitespace	between	lines	of	text	into	which	ascenders	and	descenders	extend.Ascender:The	stem	that
rises	above	the	minim	height	on	letters	such	as	b,	d,	f,	etc.Descender:The	tail	that	hangs	below	the	minim	height	on	letters	such	as	g,	j,	p,	etc.My	preferred	technique	for	drawing	guidelines	requires	a	few	specific	items,	you	can	read	more	about	them	in	mytools	article.Drafting	Board-	Any	square,	flat	board	you	can	tape	your	paper	to	and	use	a	T-
Square	with,	I	use	pieces	of	MDF	cut	down	at	a	home	improvement	store.T-Square-	I	prefer	to	use	a	ruled	T-Square,	but	it's	not	required.	Make	sure	to	get	one	thick	enough	that	the	AMES	guide	won't	slip	off	of	it.Ruler-	Even	if	your	T-square	is	ruled,	it's	helpful	to	have	a	separate	ruler.Masking	Tape-	Something	to	hold	the	paper	to	the	drafting	board.
You	want	something	that	won't	leave	a	residue	on	the	paper	or	tear	the	paper	when	you	remove	it.Pencil-	I	use	a	2mm	drafting	pencil	&	sharpener	with	H	or	2H	hardness	leads.	Regular	wooden	or	mechanical	pencils	can	work	as	well,	but	may	not	make	as	fine	a	line.AMES	Lettering	Guide-	The	star	of	the	show!(Optional)	Drafting	Triangle	The	scales
of	the	AMES	guide	explained	Before	you	use	the	AMES	guide	to	draw	lines,	it's	helpful	to	understand	it	and	what	it	can	do.	The	AMES	guide	is	made	of	two	parts:	the	body	and	the	disk.	The	bottom	of	the	body	is	flat	so	it	can	be	placed	against	a	ruler	and	slid	side	to	side.	The	disk	has	4	series	of	holes	in	it	in	different	scales.	By	inserting	a	the	tip	of	a
pencil	in	a	hole	and	sliding	the	guide	against	the	ruler,	a	horizontal	line	is	drawn.	If	you	draw	a	line	using	each	hole	of	a	scale	without	moving	the	ruler,	you	get	a	series	of	parallel	lines.	The	orientation	of	the	disk	determines	the	vertical	spacing	of	the	holes.	Here	you	can	see	the	1:1	scale	drawn	out	at	three	different	rotations.	The	numbers	refer	to	the
position	of	the	disk.	The	smaller	the	number,	the	closer	the	lines	are	together.	There	are	five	scales	on	the	AMES	guide.	There's	a	set	of	non-adjustable	1/8"	spaced	holes	on	the	body,	and	four	scales	in	the	rotating	disk.	The	3:5,	1:1	(unlabeled),	and	2:3	scales	on	the	disk	are	the	ones	I	use	and	am	going	to	write	about.	The	1:1	scale	draws	evenly
spaced	lines.	You	can	use	the	spaces	from	these	lines	for	any	ratio	of	minim	height	to	interlinear	space	for	your	text.	The	2:3	and	3:5	scales	on	the	guide	create	staggered	spaces.	There	are	two	ways	of	using	them:There	are	arcs	that	pass	over	every	third	hole.	If	you	skip	this	hole	when	drawing	lines,	you	get	spaces	in	the	labeled	ratios	of	2:3	or	3:5;	a
small	space	for	the	minim	height	followed	by	a	larger	interlinear	space.If	you	use	this	optional	hole,	the	interlinear	space	will	contain	a	guideline	that	can	be	used	for	your	ascenders	and	descenders.	Here's	the	AMES	guide	2:3	scale	with	the	spaces	labeled	and	the	optional	hole	identified.	The	3:5	scale	works	the	same	way.	Here	is	what	all	three
scales	look	like	drawn	out	on	paper.	The	3:5	and	2:3	scales	are	drawn	with	the	optional	line	in	the	right	half	of	their	examples.I've	used	a	mechanical	pencil	to	make	the	example	guidelines	so	they	show	up	better	in	the	photos.	When	working	on	a	project,	I	prefer	the	thinnest	lines	I	can	get	and	use	a	sharpened	2mm	drafting	pencil	instead.	How	to
determine	line	spacing	for	your	script	Before	drawing	guidelines	for	your	text,	you	need	to	know	how	far	apart	they	need	to	be.	There's	a	bit	of	an	art	to	choosing	the	correct	height	and	ratio	for	your	guidelines.pick	a	script	from	a	calligraphy	book	or	period	source.determine	the	minim	height	of	the	selected	script	in	nib	widths	-	most	calligraphy	books
note	this	for	each	script.determine	the	ratio	of	minim	height	to	interlinear	space	you	want	to	use	-	most	books	don't	note	this	information.If	you	have	an	example	of	the	script	you	are	using,	measure	it.Otherwise	I	would	recommend	starting	with	a	ratio	of	1:2,	3:5,	or	2:3.select	a	nib	&	draw	a	minim	height	reference.measure	this	reference	with	the
AMES	guide.Steps	1	3For	an	in	depth	exploration	of	steps	1	3,	see	my	article	oncopying	a	period	hand.	If	you	are	working	from	a	calligraphy	book	for	your	script,	the	minim	height	needed	in	step	2	should	be	provided	for	you.	My	quick	recommendation	for	step	3	is	to	start	with	a	ratio	of	1:2.	It	should	work	for	most	scripts.	If	the	white	space	between
lines	seems	too	much	after	practicing	with	it,	try	again	with	3:5.	If	there's	still	too	much	white	space,	try	2:3.	If	you	want	your	lines	closer	together	than	that,	try	1:1.	If	the	lines	are	too	cramped	with	1:2,	try	1:3	instead.	If	you	have	an	example	of	text	in	the	script	you	are	using,	step	3	is	performed	by	measuring	the	height	of	the	short	letters	(a,	c,	e,	i,
etc.)	and	comparing	that	height	to	that	of	the	space	between	lines	of	text.	You	want	to	break	it	down	into	a	ratio	of	whole	numbers:	1:2,	1:3,	2:3,	3:5,	etc.	Ratios	of	1:x,	2:3	and	3:5	are	very	simple	to	do	with	the	AMES	guide.	Ratios	of	2:5,	3:4	are	harder,	but	still	possible.	If	you	are	still	having	a	hard	time	choosing	what	ratio	and	scale	to	use,	see	the
examples	in	the	next	section	of	this	article.Step	4	To	create	the	minim	height	reference,	draw	stacked	horizontal	lines	with	the	widest	stroke	possible	from	your	nib.	The	number	of	lines	you	draw	depends	on	the	script	you've	chosen	and	what	it	calls	for.	Here's	an	example	of	a	4	nib-width	reference	being	drawn	with	a	Hiro	Rond	#5	nib.Step	5	In	step
3,	you	determined	the	ratio	of	minim	height	to	interlinear	space	your	script	needs.	This	determines	the	scale	on	the	AMES	guide	you	will	use	to	measure	your	nib-width	height	reference.	Ratios	of	3:5	and	2:3	have	dedicated	scales	on	the	AMES	guide.	All	other	ratios	would	use	the	1:1	scale.Place	the	guide	on	top	of	the	reference,	keeping	the	bottom	of
the	guide	body	horizontal.	Turn	the	disk	until	the	top	and	bottom	edges	of	the	reference	strokes	are	centered	within	2	holes	of	yourchosen	scaleon	the	guide.	If	you	are	using	the	3:5	or	2:3	scale,	make	sure	to	use	the	top	two	holes	of	the	scale	to	measure.	On	the	bottom	of	the	disk	there	are	numbers	from	2	to	10.	This	numerical	setting	is	useful	for
record	keeping	so	you	can	reproduce	a	size	of	guideline	that	works	for	you.	The	numbers	indicate	how	many	32nds	of	an	inch	there	are	between	3	holes	in	the	1:1	scale,	in	case	you	are	interested.The	reason	you	need	to	choose	the	scale	to	use	before	measuring	is	because	the	spacing	of	the	holes	in	each	scale	on	the	guide	is	not	the	same.	This	4	nib
width	reference	is	a	9	on	the	1:1	scale,	a	7.5	on	the	3:5	scale,	and	a	6.5	on	the	2:3	scale.From	the	left:	1:1	scale	at	setting	9;	3:5	scale	at	setting	7.5;	and	2/3	scale	at	setting	6.5.	All	against	the	same	reference.Once	you've	measured	the	minim	height	reference,	it's	time	to	draw	some	guidelines	and	practice	your	chosen	script	with	them.	Don't	be	afraid
to	make	adjustments	as	you	practice.	A	script	can	look	very	different	when	penned	at	3	nib	widths	high	vs.	5,	with	longer	or	shorter	ascenders	and	descenders,	or	with	more	or	less	interlinear	space.	Try	several	variations	to	find	a	combination	that	works	for	you.	Remember	to	note	the	settings	you	used	so	you	can	repeat	them.Guideline	&	text	spacing
examples	For	some	examples	below	I've	noted	the	numerical	AMES	guide	setting	and	scale	I	used	make	the	guidelines,	as	well	as	the	nib	I	used	to	practice	the	script.	I	do	this	when	practicing	any	script	so	I	can	easily	reproduce	it.	1:1-	Here's	an	example	of	a	gothic	script	penned	at	1:1	ratio	-	the	minim	height	and	interlinear	space	are	the	same
height.	With	gothic	scripts,	my	diamonds	at	the	top	and	bottom	of	minim	strokes	sit	on	the	guideline	as	I	show	in	my	gothic	ductus	article.	For	other	hands,	the	tops	and	bottoms	of	my	minim	height	strokes	just	touch	the	guidelines.	Use	whichever	method	works	best	for	you	and	the	script	you	are	using.1:2-	This	is	still	the	1:1	scale	on	the	AMES	guide,
but	the	interlinear	space	is	twice	the	height	of	the	minim	space	to	make	a	final	ratio	of	1:2.3:4-	This	example	shows	how	multiple	spaces	can	be	used	for	both	the	minim	height	and	interlinear	space	to	create	any	ratio	you	need.	The	final	ratio	is	3:4.	The	#1	nib	I	used	is	about	3mm	wide.	I	generally	only	use	this	method	for	larger	text,	as	it	can	be
tedious	and	eye-strain	inducing	at	smaller	settings.1:3-I	used	a	1:3	ratio	forSylvia	and	Ane's	Baronial	Investiturescroll.	Note	the	tick	marks	by	every	fourth	space	to	remind	me	where	the	letters	go.	You	can	also	see	how	I	used	the	guidelines	within	the	interlinear	space	to	keep	the	height	of	my	ascenders	and	descenders	(fairly)	consistent.3:5-	These
guidelines	were	drawn	with	the	3:5	scale	on	the	AMES	guide.	I	included	the	optional	ascender/descender	guideline.	On	the	left	I	added	x's	to	mark	the	minim	space	and	arcs	to	mimic	those	on	the	AMES	guide.	Even	with	my	experience,	it	sometimes	takes	me	practicing	a	script	for	a	project	with	a	few	different	nibs	&	sets	of	guidelines	before	I	find	the
combination	that	works	for	me.	I	plan	no	writing	more	in	the	future	about	making	adjustments	and	fitting	text	into	a	specific	space.	Don't	be	afraid	to	practice	at	different	sizes	and	scales.	It's	the	only	way	to	really	see	the	differences	for	yourself,	and	to	be	able	to	decide	which	combination	looks	best	for	your	calligraphy.	Also,	a	little	extra	practice	is
never	a	bad	thing...	Lining	with	a	rulerIf	you	don't	have	an	AMES	guide,	it's	quite	possible	to	line	a	page	with	just	a	ruler	and	pencil.	There	are	many	scribes	who	only	use	this	method.	It	is	also	a	useful	skill	to	know	for	when	you	have	to	work	somewhere	and	all	you	have	is	a	ruler.	Be	careful	if	you	use	this	method,	as	it's	possible	to	end	up	with	lines
that	aren't	square	to	each	other.	Your	letter	height	guidelines	will	also	probably	not	be	as	consistent	as	with	an	AMES	guide.	Finally,	it	takes	a	lot	longer	to	do.	First,	you'll	need	to	measure	a	nib-width	minim	height	reference.	This	4	nib-width	reference	is	about	1/8".	Next,	figure	out	where	on	the	ruler	you'll	need	to	make	marks	for	your	chosen	ratio	of
minim	height	to	interlinear	space.	For	a	1:2	ratio	you	can	either	make	marks	1/8"	followed	by	1/4"	repeating.	Your	text	would	be	placed	in	the	shorter	space.	You	could	also	make	marks	every	1/8"	and	place	your	text	every	third	space.	A	2:3	ratio	would	need	marks	every	1/8"	followed	by	3/16",	repeating.	To	draw	the	guidelines,	start	by	setting	your
ruler	parallel	to	and	near	the	left	edge	of	the	paper,	with	0"	lined	up	with	top	edge.	Make	marks	according	to	your	chosen	ratio.	I'm	going	to	make	marks	for	a	2:3	ratio,	1/8"	followed	by	3/16",	etc.	Be	as	accurate	as	possible	in	their	placement,	or	your	guidelines	won't	be	parallel.	Repeat	the	process	near	the	right	side	of	the	paper.	Make	sure	that	the
ruler	is	lined	up	at	the	top	of	the	page	and	you	start	your	marks	at	the	same	location.Left.Right.Both	sides	done.Carefully	line	the	ruler	up	against	the	marks	you	made,	drawing	a	horizontal	line	connecting	each	pair.	Lines	being	added.Lines	complete.	Even	being	careful,	some	of	the	1/8"	spaces	for	the	minims	are	slightly	different	heights,	and	the
lastspace	for	minims	is	a	little	lower	on	the	right	side	than	the	left.Using	a	T-square	&	draftingboard	The	T-square	allows	you	to	quickly	draw	lines	that	are	perpendicular	to	the	edge	of	the	drafting	board	it	is	placed	against.	This	means	you	only	need	to	measure	and	mark	the	paper	once.	A	drafting	board	is	anything	you	can	tape	your	paper	to	and	has
straight	edges	to	use	the	T-Square	against.	Purpose-built	drafting	boards	are	expensive.	I	use	cut	down	pieces	of	MDF	from	the	home	improvement	store.	The	first	step	in	using	the	drafting	board	is	to	tape	the	paper	to	the	surface.	To	make	this	easier,	I've	penciled	lines	one	inch	in	from	the	edge	of	the	board.	When	I	place	the	paper	onto	the	board	I
line	up	the	top	and	left	edges	with	these	1"	margins	before	I	tape	it	down.	This	does	two	things	for	me:it	insures	the	edges	of	the	paper	are	square	to	the	edges	of	the	board;by	having	the	paper	exactly	1	inch	from	the	edges,	I	can	use	my	ruled	T-square	to	easily	measure	for	margins	or	other	lines.Once	the	paper	is	lined	up,	I	carefully	tape	the	corners
down	with	drafting	tape.	Test	your	tape	with	your	paper	ahead	of	time.	It's	fairly	easy	to	tear	the	surface	of	the	paper	when	you	remove	the	tape.	You	can	wear	out	some	of	the	glue	by	sticking	the	tape	to	your	fingers	or	drafting	board	before	sticking	it	to	the	paper.	You	can	then	use	a	T-square	to	make	your	guidelines.	This	is	faster	than	with	a	ruler,
and	should	insure	your	lines	are	parallel	to	one	another.	Start	by	making	reference	lines	down	one	side	of	the	paper.	Then	align	the	T-square	with	those	marks	to	draw	your	lines.	You	still	have	to	be	careful	about	keeping	them	spaced	correctly,	but	they	should	at	least	be	parallel	if	the	T-square	is	held	firmly	against	the	side	of	the	drafting
board.Drawing	guidelines	with	the	AMES	lettering	guide	I	specify	the	use	of	a	T-square	and	drafting	board	in	my	instructions.	You	can	use	the	AMES	guide	with	a	ruler	instead;	it	just	takes	more	time	to	adjust	the	ruler	so	it	is	horizontal	in	step	1,	and	to	line	up	the	hole	with	the	previous	line	in	step	4.	During	this	process,	resharpen	your	pencil	as
needed	to	keep	the	lines	thin	and	crisp.	My	example	photos	continue	to	use	a	normal	mechanical	pencil	so	the	guidelines	are	easier	to	see.Rest	the	bottom	of	the	AMES	guide	against	your	T-Square,	and	place	the	top	hole	of	the	scale	you	are	using	where	you	want	your	first	guideline	to	be.	I'm	pointing	to	the	top	hole	in	the	2:3	scale	that	I'll	be	using	in
these	photos.	Hold	the	T-Square	firmly	in	place	with	one	hand.	Start	with	the	AMES	guide	is	all	the	way	to	one	side	of	the	text	area.	Place	the	tip	of	your	pencil	in	the	top	hole	of	your	chosen	scale,	and	slide	the	AMES	guide	along	the	top	of	the	T-Square	to	the	other	side	of	the	text	area	drawing	a	line	as	you	go.	You	want	the	minimum	amount	of
pressure	necessary	to	make	the	line	and	keep	the	AMES	guide	sliding	against	the	T-Square.Move	the	pencil	to	the	next	hole	down	on	the	scale	you	are	using,	and	repeat	the	process.When	you	have	drawn	a	line	using	the	last	hole	in	the	scale,	slide	the	T-Square	and	AMES	guide	down	the	drafting	board	so	that	the	top	hole	of	the	scale	is	now	lined	up
with	the	last	line	you	drew.	Repeat	from	step	2	until	you	are	done	lining	all	of	the	text	area.	Here	I'm	pointing	to	the	second	hole	in	the	2:3	scale.	The	first	hole	is	lined	up	on	the	last	line.	That's	it!	The	drawing	of	lines	with	the	AMES	guide	is	actually	pretty	easy.	Choosing	a	scale	and	adjusting	the	height	based	on	the	nib	width	you	plan	on	using	takes
a	little	bit	of	knowledge	and	experience.When	finished,	I	mark	the	minim	spaces	just	to	make	sure	I	place	the	text	properly.	Used	correctly	and	with	a	T-square,	the	AMES	guide	insures	that	your	lines	are	spaced	perfectly	and	are	all	parallel	to	one	another.	The	only	time	the	spacing	can	be	off	is	when	you	are	lining	the	guide	up	against	a	previous	set
of	guidelines.	If	the	above	isn't	quite	clear	and	you	want	to	see	the	AMES	guide	in	action,	here's	a	video	of	the	process.	Dealing	with	VersalsA	Versal	is	a	decorative	capital	letter	that	usually	spans	more	than	one	line	of	calligraphy	in	height.	Here's	an	example	of	a	Versal	"R"	from	the	word	"Regina"	in	thePrayer	Book	of	Michelino	Da	Besozzo:	If	your
text	is	going	to	have	a	Versal	in	it,	you	need	to	plan	space	for	it	and	insure	that	your	guidelines	are	aligned	properly	with	the	space	for	the	Versal.	You	also	need	to	remember	to	start	the	calligraphy	on	the	second	letter	of	the	word	that	starts	with	the	Versal!...	There	are	two	methods	for	setting	aside	space	for	a	Versal:Guidelines	first,	then	Versal-
This	method	is	required	if	the	Versal	appears	in	the	middle	of	the	text	like	in	the	example	above.	The	final	size	of	the	versal	is	determined	by	how	many	lines	of	text	it	spans.	Sometimes,	you	may	not	be	sure	which	lines	the	versal	will	be	on.	Pen	the	text	up	to	the	point	where	the	versal	needs	to	go,	then	measure	and	place	it	before	continuing	with	the
calligraphy.	Measuring	across	three	minim	heights	equals	about	13/16".For	a	square	versal,	I	place	a	mark	13/16"	from	the	left	edge	of	the	text	area.A	square	versal	space	spanning	three	lines	of	text	is	created.	Versal	space	can	span	into	the	ascender	and	descender	space	as	well,	or	just	from	the	top	of	the	first	minim	space	to	the	bottom	of	the	last,
as	shown	above.	Versal	first,	then	Guidelines-	This	method	only	works	if	the	Versal	is	the	first	letter	of	the	text.	It	requires	that	you	line	up	your	first	guideline	against	the	bottom	of	the	Versal	space,	and	go	up	and	down	from	there	to	complete	the	rest	of	the	guidelines.	Here's	a	video	of	both	methods	being	demonstrated:	Vertical	guidelines	Finally,
there	are	a	few	types	of	vertical	guidelines	you	might	want	to	consider	adding	to	your	page	once	the	horizontal	guidelines	are	in	place:Vertical	reference	lines	-	If	you	are	writing	in	a	script	like	gothic	that	has	a	lot	of	vertical	strokes	that	need	to	be	precise,	add	some	vertical	guidelines	to	use	as	a	visual	reference.	You	can	use	a	T-square	vertically
against	the	top	edge	of	your	drafting	board,	or	hold	a	drafting	triangle	or	AMES	guide	against	a	horizontal	T-square.	Slanted	reference	lines-	Some	scripts	like	Italic	or	even	some	Gothic	Secretary	scripts	have	strokes	at	a	slanted	angle.	To	keep	those	strokes	consistent	across	the	entire	page,	add	slanted	guidelines!	The	AMES	guide	has	an	angled
edge	that	allows	for	68	lines	to	be	drawn	easily.	There	are	also	drafting	triangles	with	fixed	angles	of	30/60	or	45,	or	an	adjustable	triangle	that	can	be	set	to	any	angle	between	0	and	45.	You	can	of	course	draw	in	both	vertical	and	slanted	guidelines	if	your	script	uses	both.	If	your	calligraphy	will	be	surrounded	with	painted	margins,	I	also
recommend	leaving	a	little	bit	of	space	between	the	paint	and	calligraphy.	I	draw	vertical	guidelines	1/8"	in	from	anywhere	paint	and	calligraphy	will	be	side	by	side,	including	next	to	versals.	Vertical	guidelines	added	1/8"	in	from	the	edge	of	the	text	space	and	versals	to	insure	even	whitespacebetween	the	painted	areas	and	calligraphy.	Final
thoughtsThis	article	was	a	bear	to	write!	It's	one	of	the	first	articles	I	wanted	to	write	when	I	started	this	blog,	and	I've	been	working	on	it	for	weeks.	My	original	intent	was	to	quickly	explain	how	to	use	the	AMES	guide	to	draw	guidelines	for	calligraphy.	As	I	continued	writing,	I	found	that	I	felt	additional	knowledge	was	required.	I	added	information
on	how	to	use	drafting	tools	such	as	the	T-square;	the	relationship	of	minim	height	to	nib	widths;	and	choosing	the	correct	ratio	of	minim	height	to	interlinear	space.	Editing	has	been	a	struggle	as	well.	I	have	a	propensity	for	verbosity,	and	I	worked	hard	to	strip	out	the	excess	words.	The	order	of	the	sections	has	changed	many	times	as	well	as	I
attempted	to	determine	the	most	natural	progression	from	subject	to	subject.	I	also	considered	splitting	it	up	into	more	than	one	article.In	the	end,	I	decided	that	all	these	subjects	are	interrelated	such	that	separate	articles	would	have	been	difficult.	I	also	decided	that	they	deserve	explanation,	especially	for	those	newer	to	calligraphy.	If	you	have
read	all	the	way	to	this	point,	thank	you!	I	know	this	article	was	long,	and	I	sincerely	hope	it	provided	at	least	some	information	that	was	helpful.	-Alexandre	A	Tucson	Calligraphy	and	design	studio	specializing	in	custom	calligraphy	artwork	for	gift	giving.	Your	special	occasion	might	be	a	college	graduation,	a	30-year	anniversary,	a	new	relationship,
or	a	birthday	gift.	Your	text	may	be	as	simple	as	a	name,	or	a	bespoke	wedding	poem	with	space	for	signatures	of	witnesses	and	the	wedding	party.	With	more	than	10	years	of	experience	with	professional	client	work,	Crossroads	Calligraphy	can	help	preserve	the	memories	you	have	with	the	people	you	care	about.	Using	my	experience	in	design,
calligraphy,	and	fine	art,	Ill	take	your	vision	from	idea	to	a	polished	piece.	Below	are	a	few	recent	projects	the	possibilities	are	endless.	Captivate	your	clients	with	live	calligraphy	and	engraving	while	they	watch!	This	is	a	fun	way	to	add	interaction	at	your	live	event	while	sending	clients	or	participants	home	with	a	memorable	keepsake.	I	can	engrave
fragrances,	wine	and	spirits,	and	enameled	tumblers.	Click	below	to	learn	more	about	this	service	and	check	my	availability!	As	you	may	have	discovered,	calligraphy	is	different	from	natural	handwriting.	It	comes	with	lots	of	new	vocabulary	and	techniques!	Visit	my	Learn	Page	to	see	all	my	upcoming	classes,	favorite	basic	materials,	and	practices	to
get	you	started	with	this	art	form.	Though	broad	edge	calligraphy	is	her	first	love	(and	still	her	favorite!),	Renee	is	also	skilled	with	pointed	pen	calligraphy,	brush	calligraphy,	glass	engraving,	and	hand	lettering.	Shes	inspired	by	language	and	words,	nature,	friendship,	and	personal	growth.	.	.	.	who	captures	the	visual	art	of	writing	so	beautifully.
Renees	work	is	stunning	&	her	lettering	style	is	truly	timeless.	In	addition	to	her	incredible	talent,	Renee	is	a	pleasure	to	work	with.	She	is	so	kind	and	responsive.	She	truly	listens	to	what	you	want	and	deliversbeautiful	work.	I	highly	recommend	Renee	for	your	calligraphy	needs.	She	is	truly	a	rare	find.	Louise,	Tucson,	Arizona	My	Top	5	Tips	for
Taking	Photos	of	Your	Calligraphy	If	youre	struggling	with	cast	shadows	on	your	work,	photographing	gold,	or	glass	reflections	obscuring	your	work,	stay	tuned!	One	of	the	best	things	you	can	do	to	improve	your	calligraphy	right	away	is	by	using	guidelines,	and	in	this	article,	thats	exactly	what	Ill	be	showing	you	how	to	do.	Before	we	jump	straight
into	it,	lets	have	a	quick	overview	of	the	contents	of	this	article	What	are	calligraphy	guidelines,	and	why	do	you	need	them?	What	tools	do	you	need	to	draw	calligraphy	guidelines?	The	anatomy	(terminology)	of	calligraphy	guidelines	How	to	draw	calligraphy	guidelines	step	by	step	How	to	size	guidelines	(traditional	and	modern	calligraphy)	A	few
extra	tips	to	streamline	the	process	Final	words	Without	any	further	delays,	lets	jump	straight	into	it.	In	case	youre	a	complete	beginner,	I	highly	recommend	you	check	out	my	ultimate	guide	for	calligraphy	beginners.	Ill	talk	more	about	the	different	calligraphy	styles	and	guideline	sizes	later	on	in	this	article.	So	why	do	you	even	need	calligraphy
guidelines?	Calligraphy	guidelines	are	essential	for	your	calligraphy	practice.	One	of	the	key	elements	of	calligraphy	is	consistency.	Consistency	in	proportions,	heights,	angles,	etc.	Guidelines	are	extremely	helpful	in	maintaining	a	higher	level	of	consistency	for	your	calligraphy.	You	see,	while	you	write,	you	have	to	focus	on	a	bunch	of	different
things.	How	you	sit	Hold	the	pen	How	much	pressure	to	add	How	to	move	your	arm	How	to	form	the	letters	shapes,	etc.	Without	guidelines,	you	must	also	consider	maintaining	a	consistent	rhythm	in	letter	proportions,	heights,	angles,	etc.	You	can	still	write	without	guidelines,	but	you	will	struggle	without	them,	especially	if	you	plan	to	write	more
than	two	words.	Here	is	an	example	where	I	wrote	the	same	word.	One	is	with,	and	the	other	one	is	without	guidelines,	and	I	think	it	clearly	demonstrates	the	difference.	Ive	added	the	guidelines	on	the	example	above	after	I	wrote	the	word.	To	demonstrate	how	inconsistent	it	is.	I	continuously	recommend	using	guidelines,	especially	considering	how
quickly	and	easily	you	can	create	them	from	scratch.	In	fact,	in	my	experience,	not	using	guidelines	is	one	of	the	most	frequent	reasons	why	beginners	struggle	to	improve.	With	that	in	mind,	lets	proceed	to	the	next	section.	Check	out	my	workbook,	From	Strokes	to	Style	its	packed	with	everything	you	need	to	go	from	basic	strokes	to	your	own
lettering	style.	To	create	calligraphy	guidelines,	you	will	need	just	a	few	essential	calligraphy	tools.	In	short	the	tools,	you	will	need	are	(links	to	Amazon)	Ill	provide	a	few	recommendations	for	those	looking	to	stock	up	on	some	of	these	items.	The	paper	depends	on	the	writing	tool	you	are	using.	To	not	go	too	deep	into	this	topic	(i	already	did	here),
here	is	a	quick	recommendation	for	the	paper	selection	For	brush	and	other	felt	tip	pens	For	broad-edge	nibs,	fountain	pens	(e.g.,	Pilot	Parallel	Pen),	and	pointed	nibs	Canson	Watercolor	paper	Rhodia	pads	I	wrote	a	separate	in-depth	guide	on	the	best	calligraphy	papers	you	can	check	out.	As	for	the	ruler,	you	can	use	any	ruler	you	have	at	hand.
However,	when	we	talk	about	calligraphy,	I	recommend	either	a	T-square	ruler	or	my	personal	favorite	The	Rolling	Ruler.	Its	like	a	regular	ruler	but	with	a	cylinder	on	the	backside	that	allows	you	to	draw	straight	parallel	lines	quickly	and	efficiently.	It	is	extremely	helpful	when	it	comes	to	creating	calligraphy	and	lettering	guidelines.	I	love	it,	and	I
use	it	all	the	time.	I	think	its	an	excellent	investment	for	any	calligraphers	toolbox.	The	pencil	can	also	be	whatever	you	have	at	hand.	Just	make	sure	to	draw	the	guidelines	lightly	so	you	can	easily	erase	them	once	you	are	done.	I	personally	use	a	Staedtler	mechanical	pencil	with	0.5	HB	lead.	It	always	gives	me	nice	sharp	and	light	lines,	which	are
then	super	easily	removed.	Did	you	know	that	the	pencil	is	so	awesome	that	you	can	actually	use	it	to	do	calligraphy?	Before	I	show	you	how	to	draw	calligraphy	guidelines,	I	think	its	important	to	understand	each	lines	purpose	and	name.	Dont	worry.	Its	nothing	too	complicated.	In	the	image	below,	you	can	see	the	reference	image	with	the
guidelines.	Each	of	the	lines	has	its	own	number,	and	here	you	can	see	their	names	Baseline	The	line	where	all	the	letters	sit	(both	minuscule	and	majuscule)	Waistline	The	top	line	for	all	lowercase	(minuscules)	letters.	X-height	is	not	the	name	of	a	line	but	rather	the	height	between	the	baseline	and	the	waistline.	Cap	line	The	top	line	for	all	capital
(majuscules)	letters.	Ascender	line	The	top	line	for	all	ascending	letters	(h,	b,	k,	l,	d,	f)	Descender	line	The	bottom	line	for	all	descending	letters	(g,	j,	p,	q,	y)	Slant/angle	lines	These	are	the	lines	to	help	you	maintain	your	letters	consistent	slant.	As	you	can	see,	we	are	working	with	many	parallel	lines,	which	is	precisely	why	the	rolling	ruler	is	a	useful
tool	for	drawing	calligraphy	guidelines.	Quick	side	note	the	distance	between	the	slant/angle	lines	is	determined	by	you,	and	it	doesnt	determine	the	spacing	between	the	letters.	I	tend	to	keep	them	evenly	spaced	so	it	doesnt	distract	me	while	I	write	the	letters.	If	youre	interested	in	learning	more	about	what	the	different	parts	of	letters	are	called,
check	out	this	article	on	type	anatomy.	Ok,	now	that	we	know	what	lines	we	have	to	draw	(and	how	we	call	them),	we	can	proceed	to	the	next	section.	The	one	youve	been	patiently	waiting	for.	Drawing	guidelines	is	quite	simple.	The	thing	that	I	noticed	people	tend	to	struggle	with	is	how	to	size	them	correctly.	Ill	get	to	that	in	a	second,	but	first,	let
me	quickly	demonstrate	how	I	create	my	guidelines.	Align	the	ruler	to	the	top	of	the	page,	and	slide	it	down	to	below	half	of	the	page.	Start	by	drawing	straight	horizontal	lines	from	bottom	to	top.	It	is	important	that	you	draw	all	of	the	lines	I	mentioned	in	the	anatomy	section.	You	will	need	(in	order	from	bottom	to	top)	A	descending	line	A	baseline	A
waistline	A	capline	An	ascending	line	Note	make	sure	your	ascending	and	descending	space	is	the	same	size.	Flip	the	ruler	vertically	and	create	the	angle	lines.	I	would	suggest	maintaining	an	equal	distance	between	them	so	you	dont	get	distracted	while	writing.	Write	out	your	letters.	Now	that	you	have	your	guidelines,	you	know	exactly	how	big	and
slanted	your	letters	should	be.	Dont	rush	and	write	out	your	word	by	following	the	guidelines.	Give	it	a	couple	of	minutes	for	the	ink	to	dry,	and	then	gently	erase	the	guidelines.	As	you	can	see,	creating	guidelines	isnt	difficult.	The	key	to	guidelines	is	knowing	how	to	size	them	correctly,	which	is	what	I	want	to	cover	in	this	part.	The	main	distinction
when	it	comes	to	sizing	guidelines	is	between	traditional	and	modern	calligraphy.	Traditional	calligraphy	scripts	have	well-defined	rules	when	it	comes	to	sizing	and	structuring	your	letterforms.	Modern	calligraphy,	on	the	other	hand,	is	more	open	to	personal	interpretation.	Lets	briefly	touch	base	with	traditional	scripts	through	a	few	examples,	and
then	we	can	proceed	with	modern	and	brush	calligraphy.	For	traditional	scripts,	we	use	guidelines	not	only	for	achieving	higher	consistency	but	also	to	get	the	correct	letter	proportions.	Broad-edged	scripts	have	a	clever	way	of	proportionally	sizing	the	letters	based	on	the	size	of	the	tool	you	are	using.	Instead	of	having	a	fixed	size	in
centimeters/inches,	the	size	of	the	letters	is	determined	by	nib	widths.	Here	are	a	few	examples	Blackletter	calligraphy	(Textura)	letters	(minuscules)	have	an	x-height	of	5	nib	widths.	The	cap	line	is	usually	at	seven	nib	widths	as	well	as	the	ascending	and	descending	letters.	Italic	calligraphy	is	also	at	a	five	nib	width	for	the	minuscule	letters	and	a
seven	nib	width	for	the	capitals.	However,	the	ascenders	and	descenders	extend	for	a	total	of	10	nib	widths.	Copperplate	calligraphy	is	performed	with	a	pointed	nib.	Therefore	we	cannot	use	the	same	approach	as	we	do	with	broad-edged	scripts.	Instead,	a	general	rule	of	thumb	is	the	use	of	a	3:2:3	ratio.	The	letters	are	also	slanted	at	a	55	degree
angle.	One	of	the	things	I	like	about	modern	calligraphy	is	the	creative	freedom	you	have.	We	still	want	to	follow	esthetical	principles	such	as	balance,	contrast,	consistency,	etc.	Its	precisely	the	reason	why	even	with	modern	calligraphy,	you	still	want	to	use	guidelines.	So,	how	do	you	size	guidelines	for	modern	calligraphy	without	any	predetermined
rules?	The	answer	is	you	determine	the	sizes	and	angles	that	you	want	to	use.	What	matters	is	that	you	remember	to	draw	out	all	of	the	lines	I	mentioned	in	the	previous	section	(the	anatomy).	Here	are	a	few	examples	to	better	demonstrate	this.	Here	I	decided	to	have	an	equal	size	for	the	x-height	and	the	ascenders	and	descenders,	a	1:1:1	ratio.	As
for	the	angle,	I	went	for	a	20-degree	slant.	Here	I	used	a	3:1:3	ratio,	meaning	that	the	ascenders	and	descenders	are	three	times	bigger	than	the	space	between	the	baseline	and	the	waistline	(a.k.a.	The	x-height).	Ive	also	increased	the	slant	to	35	degrees.	Higher	descenders	and	descenders	are	helpful	when	you	wish	to	implement	calligraphy
flourishes.	Here	Ive	decided	to	make	the	ascenders	and	descenders	smaller	and	actually	reverse	the	ratio	from	the	previous	example	1:3:1	Additionally,	I	also	reduced	the	angle	to	15	degrees,	giving	it	a	very	soft	slant.	As	you	can	see,	once	you	know	the	needed	lines,	you	can	easily	switch	them	up	and	get	totally	different	looks	for	your	calligraphy.	If
youre	interested	in	learning	how	to	write	the	whole	alphabet	in	calligraphy,	check	out	this	tutorial.	Personally,	I	always	draw	my	guidelines	from	scratch	using	a	pencil	and	my	rolling	ruler.	Ive	done	this	for	a	very	long	time,	and	its	just	the	method	I	prefer	to	use.	That	being	said,	I	know	that	others	might	prefer	something	more	streamlined.	Here	are	a
few	methods	to	achieve	that.	Over	the	years,	Ive	stumbled	upon	several	calligraphy	guidelines	generators.	The	idea	is	simple,	you	create	your	guide	sheet,	and	then	you	print	it	out.	These	two	are	my	favorites	as	they	provide	a	live	preview	and	a	high	level	of	customization	Additionally,	you	can	also	try	these	These	guideline	generators	are	also	great	if
you	want	to	improve	your	handwriting.	The	marker	paper	I	mentioned	earlier	(in	the	tool	section)	is	excellent	for	both	brush	pen	and	broad-edged	tools.	On	top	of	that	is	relatively	thin	(only	70	gsm/18	lbs).	We	can	take	advantage	of	the	thin	paper	by	making	our	own	guide	sheet	template.	Grab	a	blank	piece	of	paper,	a	ruler,	and	a	black	fineliner.	You
can	then	use	the	guide	sheet	template	over	and	over	again	If	you	dont	have	a	thinner	paper	you	can	use	a	light	tablet	instead.	The	bright	light	from	the	tablet	will	shine	through	the	paper	without	any	problems.	With	the	light	tablet	you	can	even	use	regular	(thicker)	paper.	The	benefit	of	using	these	methods	is	that	you	dont	have	to	use	an	eraser	to
remove	the	guidelines.	Its	especially	beneficial	if	you	are	working	on	an	important	project.	I	personally	never	tried	it,	but	Ive	seen	many	calligraphers	using	it,	and	thats	why	I	included	it	on	the	list.	The	laser	line	level	seems	like	a	good	alternative	if	you	are	working	on	an	important	project	where	you	cant	draw	pencil	guidelines.	The	only	downside	is
that	you	are	only	working	with	a	baseline,	so	I	think	this	could	only	be	suitable	for	more	experienced	calligraphers.	Here	is	a	quick	example	by	@suzcunningham	View	this	post	on	Instagram	A	post	shared	by	calligrapher	(@suzcunningham)	Additionally,	you	can	sign	up	for	the	Lettering	Crate	and	get	instant	access	to	all	the	free	worksheets	currently
available.	There	are	worksheets	including	full	alphabets,	drills,	different	calligraphy	and	lettering	styles,	and	much	more.	Simply	drop	your	email	below	and	follow	the	instructions	(two	easy	steps).	And	there	you	have	it,	friends.	Thats	pretty	much	everything	you	need	to	know	about	calligraphy	guidelines.	Here	is	a	quick	recap	of	the	article	Guidelines
are	super	helpful	to	keep	your	letters	nice	and	consistent	The	rolling	ruler	is	the	best	tool	(IMO)	to	draw	guidelines	Understanding	the	anatomy	and	terminology	is	a	crucial	part	of	knowing	how	to	make	guidelines	Traditional	calligraphy	scripts	have	well-defined	sizes	when	it	comes	to	drawing	guidelines	Modern/brush	calligraphy	is	more	open	to
personal	interpretation.	You	decide	the	sizing	and	angles	of	your	letterforms	You	can	either	draw	your	guidelines	or	print	some	templates	using	one	of	the	generators	I	mentioned	above.	I	hope	this	post	was	helpful	to	you.	If	you	have	any	questions	about	this	topic	or	even	suggestions	for	future	tutorials	feel	free	to	drop	a	comment	below	or	even	shoot
me	an	email.	Until	the	next	one,	Stay	AWESOME!	Pin	me!	One	of	the	best	things	you	can	do	to	improve	your	calligraphy	right	away	is	by	using	guidelines,	and	in	this	article,	thats	exactly	what	Ill	be	showing	you	how	to	do.	Before	we	jump	straight	into	it,	lets	have	a	quick	overview	of	the	contents	of	this	article	What	are	calligraphy	guidelines,	and	why
do	you	need	them?	What	tools	do	you	need	to	draw	calligraphy	guidelines?	The	anatomy	(terminology)	of	calligraphy	guidelines	How	to	draw	calligraphy	guidelines	step	by	step	How	to	size	guidelines	(traditional	and	modern	calligraphy)	A	few	extra	tips	to	streamline	the	process	Final	words	Without	any	further	delays,	lets	jump	straight	into	it.	In	case
youre	a	complete	beginner,	I	highly	recommend	you	check	out	my	ultimate	guide	for	calligraphy	beginners.	Ill	talk	more	about	the	different	calligraphy	styles	and	guideline	sizes	later	on	in	this	article.	So	why	do	you	even	need	calligraphy	guidelines?	Calligraphy	guidelines	are	essential	for	your	calligraphy	practice.	One	of	the	key	elements	of
calligraphy	is	consistency.	Consistency	in	proportions,	heights,	angles,	etc.	Guidelines	are	extremely	helpful	in	maintaining	a	higher	level	of	consistency	for	your	calligraphy.	You	see,	while	you	write,	you	have	to	focus	on	a	bunch	of	different	things.	How	you	sit	Hold	the	pen	How	much	pressure	to	add	How	to	move	your	arm	How	to	form	the	letters
shapes,	etc.	Without	guidelines,	you	must	also	consider	maintaining	a	consistent	rhythm	in	letter	proportions,	heights,	angles,	etc.	You	can	still	write	without	guidelines,	but	you	will	struggle	without	them,	especially	if	you	plan	to	write	more	than	two	words.	Here	is	an	example	where	I	wrote	the	same	word.	One	is	with,	and	the	other	one	is	without
guidelines,	and	I	think	it	clearly	demonstrates	the	difference.	Ive	added	the	guidelines	on	the	example	above	after	I	wrote	the	word.	To	demonstrate	how	inconsistent	it	is.	I	continuously	recommend	using	guidelines,	especially	considering	how	quickly	and	easily	you	can	create	them	from	scratch.	In	fact,	in	my	experience,	not	using	guidelines	is	one	of
the	most	frequent	reasons	why	beginners	struggle	to	improve.	With	that	in	mind,	lets	proceed	to	the	next	section.	Check	out	my	workbook,	From	Strokes	to	Style	its	packed	with	everything	you	need	to	go	from	basic	strokes	to	your	own	lettering	style.	To	create	calligraphy	guidelines,	you	will	need	just	a	few	essential	calligraphy	tools.	In	short	the
tools,	you	will	need	are	(links	to	Amazon)	Ill	provide	a	few	recommendations	for	those	looking	to	stock	up	on	some	of	these	items.	The	paper	depends	on	the	writing	tool	you	are	using.	To	not	go	too	deep	into	this	topic	(i	already	did	here),	here	is	a	quick	recommendation	for	the	paper	selection	For	brush	and	other	felt	tip	pens	For	broad-edge	nibs,
fountain	pens	(e.g.,	Pilot	Parallel	Pen),	and	pointed	nibs	Canson	Watercolor	paper	Rhodia	pads	I	wrote	a	separate	in-depth	guide	on	the	best	calligraphy	papers	you	can	check	out.	As	for	the	ruler,	you	can	use	any	ruler	you	have	at	hand.	However,	when	we	talk	about	calligraphy,	I	recommend	either	a	T-square	ruler	or	my	personal	favorite	The	Rolling
Ruler.	Its	like	a	regular	ruler	but	with	a	cylinder	on	the	backside	that	allows	you	to	draw	straight	parallel	lines	quickly	and	efficiently.	It	is	extremely	helpful	when	it	comes	to	creating	calligraphy	and	lettering	guidelines.	I	love	it,	and	I	use	it	all	the	time.	I	think	its	an	excellent	investment	for	any	calligraphers	toolbox.	The	pencil	can	also	be	whatever
you	have	at	hand.	Just	make	sure	to	draw	the	guidelines	lightly	so	you	can	easily	erase	them	once	you	are	done.	I	personally	use	a	Staedtler	mechanical	pencil	with	0.5	HB	lead.	It	always	gives	me	nice	sharp	and	light	lines,	which	are	then	super	easily	removed.	Did	you	know	that	the	pencil	is	so	awesome	that	you	can	actually	use	it	to	do	calligraphy?
Before	I	show	you	how	to	draw	calligraphy	guidelines,	I	think	its	important	to	understand	each	lines	purpose	and	name.	Dont	worry.	Its	nothing	too	complicated.	In	the	image	below,	you	can	see	the	reference	image	with	the	guidelines.	Each	of	the	lines	has	its	own	number,	and	here	you	can	see	their	names	Baseline	The	line	where	all	the	letters	sit
(both	minuscule	and	majuscule)	Waistline	The	top	line	for	all	lowercase	(minuscules)	letters.	X-height	is	not	the	name	of	a	line	but	rather	the	height	between	the	baseline	and	the	waistline.	Cap	line	The	top	line	for	all	capital	(majuscules)	letters.	Ascender	line	The	top	line	for	all	ascending	letters	(h,	b,	k,	l,	d,	f)	Descender	line	The	bottom	line	for	all
descending	letters	(g,	j,	p,	q,	y)	Slant/angle	lines	These	are	the	lines	to	help	you	maintain	your	letters	consistent	slant.	As	you	can	see,	we	are	working	with	many	parallel	lines,	which	is	precisely	why	the	rolling	ruler	is	a	useful	tool	for	drawing	calligraphy	guidelines.	Quick	side	note	the	distance	between	the	slant/angle	lines	is	determined	by	you,	and
it	doesnt	determine	the	spacing	between	the	letters.	I	tend	to	keep	them	evenly	spaced	so	it	doesnt	distract	me	while	I	write	the	letters.	If	youre	interested	in	learning	more	about	what	the	different	parts	of	letters	are	called,	check	out	this	article	on	type	anatomy.	Ok,	now	that	we	know	what	lines	we	have	to	draw	(and	how	we	call	them),	we	can
proceed	to	the	next	section.	The	one	youve	been	patiently	waiting	for.	Drawing	guidelines	is	quite	simple.	The	thing	that	I	noticed	people	tend	to	struggle	with	is	how	to	size	them	correctly.	Ill	get	to	that	in	a	second,	but	first,	let	me	quickly	demonstrate	how	I	create	my	guidelines.	Align	the	ruler	to	the	top	of	the	page,	and	slide	it	down	to	below	half	of
the	page.	Start	by	drawing	straight	horizontal	lines	from	bottom	to	top.	It	is	important	that	you	draw	all	of	the	lines	I	mentioned	in	the	anatomy	section.	You	will	need	(in	order	from	bottom	to	top)	A	descending	line	A	baseline	A	waistline	A	capline	An	ascending	line	Note	make	sure	your	ascending	and	descending	space	is	the	same	size.	Flip	the	ruler
vertically	and	create	the	angle	lines.	I	would	suggest	maintaining	an	equal	distance	between	them	so	you	dont	get	distracted	while	writing.	Write	out	your	letters.	Now	that	you	have	your	guidelines,	you	know	exactly	how	big	and	slanted	your	letters	should	be.	Dont	rush	and	write	out	your	word	by	following	the	guidelines.	Give	it	a	couple	of	minutes
for	the	ink	to	dry,	and	then	gently	erase	the	guidelines.	As	you	can	see,	creating	guidelines	isnt	difficult.	The	key	to	guidelines	is	knowing	how	to	size	them	correctly,	which	is	what	I	want	to	cover	in	this	part.	The	main	distinction	when	it	comes	to	sizing	guidelines	is	between	traditional	and	modern	calligraphy.	Traditional	calligraphy	scripts	have	well-
defined	rules	when	it	comes	to	sizing	and	structuring	your	letterforms.	Modern	calligraphy,	on	the	other	hand,	is	more	open	to	personal	interpretation.	Lets	briefly	touch	base	with	traditional	scripts	through	a	few	examples,	and	then	we	can	proceed	with	modern	and	brush	calligraphy.	For	traditional	scripts,	we	use	guidelines	not	only	for	achieving
higher	consistency	but	also	to	get	the	correct	letter	proportions.	Broad-edged	scripts	have	a	clever	way	of	proportionally	sizing	the	letters	based	on	the	size	of	the	tool	you	are	using.	Instead	of	having	a	fixed	size	in	centimeters/inches,	the	size	of	the	letters	is	determined	by	nib	widths.	Here	are	a	few	examples	Blackletter	calligraphy	(Textura)	letters
(minuscules)	have	an	x-height	of	5	nib	widths.	The	cap	line	is	usually	at	seven	nib	widths	as	well	as	the	ascending	and	descending	letters.	Italic	calligraphy	is	also	at	a	five	nib	width	for	the	minuscule	letters	and	a	seven	nib	width	for	the	capitals.	However,	the	ascenders	and	descenders	extend	for	a	total	of	10	nib	widths.	Copperplate	calligraphy	is
performed	with	a	pointed	nib.	Therefore	we	cannot	use	the	same	approach	as	we	do	with	broad-edged	scripts.	Instead,	a	general	rule	of	thumb	is	the	use	of	a	3:2:3	ratio.	The	letters	are	also	slanted	at	a	55	degree	angle.	One	of	the	things	I	like	about	modern	calligraphy	is	the	creative	freedom	you	have.	We	still	want	to	follow	esthetical	principles	such
as	balance,	contrast,	consistency,	etc.	Its	precisely	the	reason	why	even	with	modern	calligraphy,	you	still	want	to	use	guidelines.	So,	how	do	you	size	guidelines	for	modern	calligraphy	without	any	predetermined	rules?	The	answer	is	you	determine	the	sizes	and	angles	that	you	want	to	use.	What	matters	is	that	you	remember	to	draw	out	all	of	the
lines	I	mentioned	in	the	previous	section	(the	anatomy).	Here	are	a	few	examples	to	better	demonstrate	this.	Here	I	decided	to	have	an	equal	size	for	the	x-height	and	the	ascenders	and	descenders,	a	1:1:1	ratio.	As	for	the	angle,	I	went	for	a	20-degree	slant.	Here	I	used	a	3:1:3	ratio,	meaning	that	the	ascenders	and	descenders	are	three	times	bigger
than	the	space	between	the	baseline	and	the	waistline	(a.k.a.	The	x-height).	Ive	also	increased	the	slant	to	35	degrees.	Higher	descenders	and	descenders	are	helpful	when	you	wish	to	implement	calligraphy	flourishes.	Here	Ive	decided	to	make	the	ascenders	and	descenders	smaller	and	actually	reverse	the	ratio	from	the	previous	example	1:3:1
Additionally,	I	also	reduced	the	angle	to	15	degrees,	giving	it	a	very	soft	slant.	As	you	can	see,	once	you	know	the	needed	lines,	you	can	easily	switch	them	up	and	get	totally	different	looks	for	your	calligraphy.	If	youre	interested	in	learning	how	to	write	the	whole	alphabet	in	calligraphy,	check	out	this	tutorial.	Personally,	I	always	draw	my	guidelines
from	scratch	using	a	pencil	and	my	rolling	ruler.	Ive	done	this	for	a	very	long	time,	and	its	just	the	method	I	prefer	to	use.	That	being	said,	I	know	that	others	might	prefer	something	more	streamlined.	Here	are	a	few	methods	to	achieve	that.	Over	the	years,	Ive	stumbled	upon	several	calligraphy	guidelines	generators.	The	idea	is	simple,	you	create
your	guide	sheet,	and	then	you	print	it	out.	These	two	are	my	favorites	as	they	provide	a	live	preview	and	a	high	level	of	customization	Additionally,	you	can	also	try	these	These	guideline	generators	are	also	great	if	you	want	to	improve	your	handwriting.	The	marker	paper	I	mentioned	earlier	(in	the	tool	section)	is	excellent	for	both	brush	pen	and
broad-edged	tools.	On	top	of	that	is	relatively	thin	(only	70	gsm/18	lbs).	We	can	take	advantage	of	the	thin	paper	by	making	our	own	guide	sheet	template.	Grab	a	blank	piece	of	paper,	a	ruler,	and	a	black	fineliner.	You	can	then	use	the	guide	sheet	template	over	and	over	again	If	you	dont	have	a	thinner	paper	you	can	use	a	light	tablet	instead.	The
bright	light	from	the	tablet	will	shine	through	the	paper	without	any	problems.	With	the	light	tablet	you	can	even	use	regular	(thicker)	paper.	The	benefit	of	using	these	methods	is	that	you	dont	have	to	use	an	eraser	to	remove	the	guidelines.	Its	especially	beneficial	if	you	are	working	on	an	important	project.	I	personally	never	tried	it,	but	Ive	seen
many	calligraphers	using	it,	and	thats	why	I	included	it	on	the	list.	The	laser	line	level	seems	like	a	good	alternative	if	you	are	working	on	an	important	project	where	you	cant	draw	pencil	guidelines.	The	only	downside	is	that	you	are	only	working	with	a	baseline,	so	I	think	this	could	only	be	suitable	for	more	experienced	calligraphers.	Here	is	a	quick
example	by	@suzcunningham	View	this	post	on	Instagram	A	post	shared	by	calligrapher	(@suzcunningham)	Additionally,	you	can	sign	up	for	the	Lettering	Crate	and	get	instant	access	to	all	the	free	worksheets	currently	available.	There	are	worksheets	including	full	alphabets,	drills,	different	calligraphy	and	lettering	styles,	and	much	more.	Simply
drop	your	email	below	and	follow	the	instructions	(two	easy	steps).	And	there	you	have	it,	friends.	Thats	pretty	much	everything	you	need	to	know	about	calligraphy	guidelines.	Here	is	a	quick	recap	of	the	article	Guidelines	are	super	helpful	to	keep	your	letters	nice	and	consistent	The	rolling	ruler	is	the	best	tool	(IMO)	to	draw	guidelines
Understanding	the	anatomy	and	terminology	is	a	crucial	part	of	knowing	how	to	make	guidelines	Traditional	calligraphy	scripts	have	well-defined	sizes	when	it	comes	to	drawing	guidelines	Modern/brush	calligraphy	is	more	open	to	personal	interpretation.	You	decide	the	sizing	and	angles	of	your	letterforms	You	can	either	draw	your	guidelines	or
print	some	templates	using	one	of	the	generators	I	mentioned	above.	I	hope	this	post	was	helpful	to	you.	If	you	have	any	questions	about	this	topic	or	even	suggestions	for	future	tutorials	feel	free	to	drop	a	comment	below	or	even	shoot	me	an	email.	Until	the	next	one,	Stay	AWESOME!	Pin	me!	One	of	the	best	things	you	can	do	to	improve	your
calligraphy	right	away	is	by	using	guidelines,	and	in	this	article,	thats	exactly	what	Ill	be	showing	you	how	to	do.	Before	we	jump	straight	into	it,	lets	have	a	quick	overview	of	the	contents	of	this	article	What	are	calligraphy	guidelines,	and	why	do	you	need	them?	What	tools	do	you	need	to	draw	calligraphy	guidelines?	The	anatomy	(terminology)	of
calligraphy	guidelines	How	to	draw	calligraphy	guidelines	step	by	step	How	to	size	guidelines	(traditional	and	modern	calligraphy)	A	few	extra	tips	to	streamline	the	process	Final	words	Without	any	further	delays,	lets	jump	straight	into	it.	In	case	youre	a	complete	beginner,	I	highly	recommend	you	check	out	my	ultimate	guide	for	calligraphy
beginners.	Ill	talk	more	about	the	different	calligraphy	styles	and	guideline	sizes	later	on	in	this	article.	So	why	do	you	even	need	calligraphy	guidelines?	Calligraphy	guidelines	are	essential	for	your	calligraphy	practice.	One	of	the	key	elements	of	calligraphy	is	consistency.	Consistency	in	proportions,	heights,	angles,	etc.	Guidelines	are	extremely
helpful	in	maintaining	a	higher	level	of	consistency	for	your	calligraphy.	You	see,	while	you	write,	you	have	to	focus	on	a	bunch	of	different	things.	How	you	sit	Hold	the	pen	How	much	pressure	to	add	How	to	move	your	arm	How	to	form	the	letters	shapes,	etc.	Without	guidelines,	you	must	also	consider	maintaining	a	consistent	rhythm	in	letter
proportions,	heights,	angles,	etc.	You	can	still	write	without	guidelines,	but	you	will	struggle	without	them,	especially	if	you	plan	to	write	more	than	two	words.	Here	is	an	example	where	I	wrote	the	same	word.	One	is	with,	and	the	other	one	is	without	guidelines,	and	I	think	it	clearly	demonstrates	the	difference.	Ive	added	the	guidelines	on	the
example	above	after	I	wrote	the	word.	To	demonstrate	how	inconsistent	it	is.	I	continuously	recommend	using	guidelines,	especially	considering	how	quickly	and	easily	you	can	create	them	from	scratch.	In	fact,	in	my	experience,	not	using	guidelines	is	one	of	the	most	frequent	reasons	why	beginners	struggle	to	improve.	With	that	in	mind,	lets
proceed	to	the	next	section.	Check	out	my	workbook,	From	Strokes	to	Style	its	packed	with	everything	you	need	to	go	from	basic	strokes	to	your	own	lettering	style.	To	create	calligraphy	guidelines,	you	will	need	just	a	few	essential	calligraphy	tools.	In	short	the	tools,	you	will	need	are	(links	to	Amazon)	Ill	provide	a	few	recommendations	for	those
looking	to	stock	up	on	some	of	these	items.	The	paper	depends	on	the	writing	tool	you	are	using.	To	not	go	too	deep	into	this	topic	(i	already	did	here),	here	is	a	quick	recommendation	for	the	paper	selection	For	brush	and	other	felt	tip	pens	For	broad-edge	nibs,	fountain	pens	(e.g.,	Pilot	Parallel	Pen),	and	pointed	nibs	Canson	Watercolor	paper	Rhodia
pads	I	wrote	a	separate	in-depth	guide	on	the	best	calligraphy	papers	you	can	check	out.	As	for	the	ruler,	you	can	use	any	ruler	you	have	at	hand.	However,	when	we	talk	about	calligraphy,	I	recommend	either	a	T-square	ruler	or	my	personal	favorite	The	Rolling	Ruler.	Its	like	a	regular	ruler	but	with	a	cylinder	on	the	backside	that	allows	you	to	draw
straight	parallel	lines	quickly	and	efficiently.	It	is	extremely	helpful	when	it	comes	to	creating	calligraphy	and	lettering	guidelines.	I	love	it,	and	I	use	it	all	the	time.	I	think	its	an	excellent	investment	for	any	calligraphers	toolbox.	The	pencil	can	also	be	whatever	you	have	at	hand.	Just	make	sure	to	draw	the	guidelines	lightly	so	you	can	easily	erase
them	once	you	are	done.	I	personally	use	a	Staedtler	mechanical	pencil	with	0.5	HB	lead.	It	always	gives	me	nice	sharp	and	light	lines,	which	are	then	super	easily	removed.	Did	you	know	that	the	pencil	is	so	awesome	that	you	can	actually	use	it	to	do	calligraphy?	Before	I	show	you	how	to	draw	calligraphy	guidelines,	I	think	its	important	to
understand	each	lines	purpose	and	name.	Dont	worry.	Its	nothing	too	complicated.	In	the	image	below,	you	can	see	the	reference	image	with	the	guidelines.	Each	of	the	lines	has	its	own	number,	and	here	you	can	see	their	names	Baseline	The	line	where	all	the	letters	sit	(both	minuscule	and	majuscule)	Waistline	The	top	line	for	all	lowercase
(minuscules)	letters.	X-height	is	not	the	name	of	a	line	but	rather	the	height	between	the	baseline	and	the	waistline.	Cap	line	The	top	line	for	all	capital	(majuscules)	letters.	Ascender	line	The	top	line	for	all	ascending	letters	(h,	b,	k,	l,	d,	f)	Descender	line	The	bottom	line	for	all	descending	letters	(g,	j,	p,	q,	y)	Slant/angle	lines	These	are	the	lines	to	help
you	maintain	your	letters	consistent	slant.	As	you	can	see,	we	are	working	with	many	parallel	lines,	which	is	precisely	why	the	rolling	ruler	is	a	useful	tool	for	drawing	calligraphy	guidelines.	Quick	side	note	the	distance	between	the	slant/angle	lines	is	determined	by	you,	and	it	doesnt	determine	the	spacing	between	the	letters.	I	tend	to	keep	them
evenly	spaced	so	it	doesnt	distract	me	while	I	write	the	letters.	If	youre	interested	in	learning	more	about	what	the	different	parts	of	letters	are	called,	check	out	this	article	on	type	anatomy.	Ok,	now	that	we	know	what	lines	we	have	to	draw	(and	how	we	call	them),	we	can	proceed	to	the	next	section.	The	one	youve	been	patiently	waiting	for.
Drawing	guidelines	is	quite	simple.	The	thing	that	I	noticed	people	tend	to	struggle	with	is	how	to	size	them	correctly.	Ill	get	to	that	in	a	second,	but	first,	let	me	quickly	demonstrate	how	I	create	my	guidelines.	Align	the	ruler	to	the	top	of	the	page,	and	slide	it	down	to	below	half	of	the	page.	Start	by	drawing	straight	horizontal	lines	from	bottom	to
top.	It	is	important	that	you	draw	all	of	the	lines	I	mentioned	in	the	anatomy	section.	You	will	need	(in	order	from	bottom	to	top)	A	descending	line	A	baseline	A	waistline	A	capline	An	ascending	line	Note	make	sure	your	ascending	and	descending	space	is	the	same	size.	Flip	the	ruler	vertically	and	create	the	angle	lines.	I	would	suggest	maintaining	an
equal	distance	between	them	so	you	dont	get	distracted	while	writing.	Write	out	your	letters.	Now	that	you	have	your	guidelines,	you	know	exactly	how	big	and	slanted	your	letters	should	be.	Dont	rush	and	write	out	your	word	by	following	the	guidelines.	Give	it	a	couple	of	minutes	for	the	ink	to	dry,	and	then	gently	erase	the	guidelines.	As	you	can
see,	creating	guidelines	isnt	difficult.	The	key	to	guidelines	is	knowing	how	to	size	them	correctly,	which	is	what	I	want	to	cover	in	this	part.	The	main	distinction	when	it	comes	to	sizing	guidelines	is	between	traditional	and	modern	calligraphy.	Traditional	calligraphy	scripts	have	well-defined	rules	when	it	comes	to	sizing	and	structuring	your
letterforms.	Modern	calligraphy,	on	the	other	hand,	is	more	open	to	personal	interpretation.	Lets	briefly	touch	base	with	traditional	scripts	through	a	few	examples,	and	then	we	can	proceed	with	modern	and	brush	calligraphy.	For	traditional	scripts,	we	use	guidelines	not	only	for	achieving	higher	consistency	but	also	to	get	the	correct	letter
proportions.	Broad-edged	scripts	have	a	clever	way	of	proportionally	sizing	the	letters	based	on	the	size	of	the	tool	you	are	using.	Instead	of	having	a	fixed	size	in	centimeters/inches,	the	size	of	the	letters	is	determined	by	nib	widths.	Here	are	a	few	examples	Blackletter	calligraphy	(Textura)	letters	(minuscules)	have	an	x-height	of	5	nib	widths.	The
cap	line	is	usually	at	seven	nib	widths	as	well	as	the	ascending	and	descending	letters.	Italic	calligraphy	is	also	at	a	five	nib	width	for	the	minuscule	letters	and	a	seven	nib	width	for	the	capitals.	However,	the	ascenders	and	descenders	extend	for	a	total	of	10	nib	widths.	Copperplate	calligraphy	is	performed	with	a	pointed	nib.	Therefore	we	cannot	use
the	same	approach	as	we	do	with	broad-edged	scripts.	Instead,	a	general	rule	of	thumb	is	the	use	of	a	3:2:3	ratio.	The	letters	are	also	slanted	at	a	55	degree	angle.	One	of	the	things	I	like	about	modern	calligraphy	is	the	creative	freedom	you	have.	We	still	want	to	follow	esthetical	principles	such	as	balance,	contrast,	consistency,	etc.	Its	precisely	the
reason	why	even	with	modern	calligraphy,	you	still	want	to	use	guidelines.	So,	how	do	you	size	guidelines	for	modern	calligraphy	without	any	predetermined	rules?	The	answer	is	you	determine	the	sizes	and	angles	that	you	want	to	use.	What	matters	is	that	you	remember	to	draw	out	all	of	the	lines	I	mentioned	in	the	previous	section	(the	anatomy).
Here	are	a	few	examples	to	better	demonstrate	this.	Here	I	decided	to	have	an	equal	size	for	the	x-height	and	the	ascenders	and	descenders,	a	1:1:1	ratio.	As	for	the	angle,	I	went	for	a	20-degree	slant.	Here	I	used	a	3:1:3	ratio,	meaning	that	the	ascenders	and	descenders	are	three	times	bigger	than	the	space	between	the	baseline	and	the	waistline
(a.k.a.	The	x-height).	Ive	also	increased	the	slant	to	35	degrees.	Higher	descenders	and	descenders	are	helpful	when	you	wish	to	implement	calligraphy	flourishes.	Here	Ive	decided	to	make	the	ascenders	and	descenders	smaller	and	actually	reverse	the	ratio	from	the	previous	example	1:3:1	Additionally,	I	also	reduced	the	angle	to	15	degrees,	giving	it
a	very	soft	slant.	As	you	can	see,	once	you	know	the	needed	lines,	you	can	easily	switch	them	up	and	get	totally	different	looks	for	your	calligraphy.	If	youre	interested	in	learning	how	to	write	the	whole	alphabet	in	calligraphy,	check	out	this	tutorial.	Personally,	I	always	draw	my	guidelines	from	scratch	using	a	pencil	and	my	rolling	ruler.	Ive	done	this
for	a	very	long	time,	and	its	just	the	method	I	prefer	to	use.	That	being	said,	I	know	that	others	might	prefer	something	more	streamlined.	Here	are	a	few	methods	to	achieve	that.	Over	the	years,	Ive	stumbled	upon	several	calligraphy	guidelines	generators.	The	idea	is	simple,	you	create	your	guide	sheet,	and	then	you	print	it	out.	These	two	are	my
favorites	as	they	provide	a	live	preview	and	a	high	level	of	customization	Additionally,	you	can	also	try	these	These	guideline	generators	are	also	great	if	you	want	to	improve	your	handwriting.	The	marker	paper	I	mentioned	earlier	(in	the	tool	section)	is	excellent	for	both	brush	pen	and	broad-edged	tools.	On	top	of	that	is	relatively	thin	(only	70
gsm/18	lbs).	We	can	take	advantage	of	the	thin	paper	by	making	our	own	guide	sheet	template.	Grab	a	blank	piece	of	paper,	a	ruler,	and	a	black	fineliner.	You	can	then	use	the	guide	sheet	template	over	and	over	again	If	you	dont	have	a	thinner	paper	you	can	use	a	light	tablet	instead.	The	bright	light	from	the	tablet	will	shine	through	the	paper



without	any	problems.	With	the	light	tablet	you	can	even	use	regular	(thicker)	paper.	The	benefit	of	using	these	methods	is	that	you	dont	have	to	use	an	eraser	to	remove	the	guidelines.	Its	especially	beneficial	if	you	are	working	on	an	important	project.	I	personally	never	tried	it,	but	Ive	seen	many	calligraphers	using	it,	and	thats	why	I	included	it	on
the	list.	The	laser	line	level	seems	like	a	good	alternative	if	you	are	working	on	an	important	project	where	you	cant	draw	pencil	guidelines.	The	only	downside	is	that	you	are	only	working	with	a	baseline,	so	I	think	this	could	only	be	suitable	for	more	experienced	calligraphers.	Here	is	a	quick	example	by	@suzcunningham	View	this	post	on	Instagram
A	post	shared	by	calligrapher	(@suzcunningham)	Additionally,	you	can	sign	up	for	the	Lettering	Crate	and	get	instant	access	to	all	the	free	worksheets	currently	available.	There	are	worksheets	including	full	alphabets,	drills,	different	calligraphy	and	lettering	styles,	and	much	more.	Simply	drop	your	email	below	and	follow	the	instructions	(two	easy
steps).	And	there	you	have	it,	friends.	Thats	pretty	much	everything	you	need	to	know	about	calligraphy	guidelines.	Here	is	a	quick	recap	of	the	article	Guidelines	are	super	helpful	to	keep	your	letters	nice	and	consistent	The	rolling	ruler	is	the	best	tool	(IMO)	to	draw	guidelines	Understanding	the	anatomy	and	terminology	is	a	crucial	part	of	knowing
how	to	make	guidelines	Traditional	calligraphy	scripts	have	well-defined	sizes	when	it	comes	to	drawing	guidelines	Modern/brush	calligraphy	is	more	open	to	personal	interpretation.	You	decide	the	sizing	and	angles	of	your	letterforms	You	can	either	draw	your	guidelines	or	print	some	templates	using	one	of	the	generators	I	mentioned	above.	I	hope
this	post	was	helpful	to	you.	If	you	have	any	questions	about	this	topic	or	even	suggestions	for	future	tutorials	feel	free	to	drop	a	comment	below	or	even	shoot	me	an	email.	Until	the	next	one,	Stay	AWESOME!	Pin	me!	Calligraphy	guidelines	are	the	behind-the-scenes	stars	of	most	great	pieces.	Since	guidelines	dont	show	up	in	finished	works,	though,
we	dont	talk	about	them	a	whole	lot.	Todays	blog	post	will	change	that!	Instead	of	letting	guidelines	remain	a	murky	background	detail,	well	examine	what	they	are,	how	to	make	them,	and	shortcuts	for	using	them.What	are	Calligraphy	Guidelines?Calligraphy	guidelines	help	you	to	know	exactly	where	and	how	tall	to	make	your	letters.	Guidelines	are
usually	drawn	with	a	graphite	pencil	(on	light-colored	papers)	or	a	white	pencil	(on	dark-colored	papers).	Once	you	have	used	the	guidelines	to	write	your	calligraphy	and	the	ink	has	dried,	you	erase	the	guidelines.The	Fons	&	Porter	white	mechanical	pencil	works	wonders	on	dark	paper!	Despite	its	opacity,	it	erases	off	very	well.	There	are	a	few
steps	to	making	calligraphy	guidelines.	They	are:1.	Decide	Your	Lowercase	Height	to	Uppercase	Height	RatioFor	more	formal	calligraphy	styles	(such	as	Janet	and	Flourish	Formal),	you	want	a	uniform	height	for	all	of	your	letters.	That	means	youll	need	three	guidelines:	a	base	guideline,	a	middle	guideline	(to	denote	the	height	of	lowercase	letters),
and	a	top	guideline	(to	denote	the	height	of	uppercase	letters).This	Janet	Style	calligraphy	features	lowercase	letters	that	are	about	40%	the	size	of	the	uppercase	letters.For	larger	text,	I	generally	create	a	middle	guideline	that	is	a	little	bit	closer	to	the	bottom	guideline	than	it	is	to	the	top	guideline.	That	makes	my	lowercase	letters	about	40%	the
size	of	my	uppercase	letters.	For	smaller	text,	I	position	the	middle	guideline	in	the	center	of	the	top	and	bottom	guidelines.	Note	that	the	ratio	of	lowercase	letters	to	uppercase	letters	is	based	on	personal	preference.I	encourage	you	to	play	around	with	guideline	heights	to	see	what	you	like	best!2.	Assess	the	Space	You	HaveOnce	you	figure	out	how
many	guidelines	you	need,	youll	want	to	look	at	your	project	and	decide	how	far	to	space	the	guidelines	apart.	If	you	have	a	lot	to	write	but	not	very	much	space,	then	you	need	to	draw	guidelines	that	are	spaced	very	close	together.The	guidelines	for	this	Kaitlin	Style	envelope	are	spaced	close	together	to	fit	a	long	address	in	a	small	space!	(You	can
learn	how	to	draw	the	spider	in	the	newly-released	Garden	Drills	packet.)If	you	have	a	lot	of	space	at	your	disposal,	you	can	draw	guidelines	that	are	farther	apart.	It	all	depends	on	how	big	you	want	your	letters	to	be!3.	Use	a	Ruler	to	Draw	Evenly-Spaced	GuidelinesOnce	you	have	decided	how	far	apart	your	guidelines	need	to	be,	youll	also	need	to
assess	how	many	sets	of	guidelines	to	draw.	In	the	case	of	most	envelopes,	three	sets	are	perfect.	Use	a	ruler	to	draw	three	sets	of	evenly-spaced	guidelines,	and	make	sure	that	you	maintain	a	consistent	distance	between	each	set.There	is	about	1/4	(6.35	mm)	of	space	between	these	three	groups	of	calligraphy	guidelines.A	parallel	glidermakes	it
easier	to	create	parallel	guidelines.	If	you	find	yourself	drawing	a	lot	of	calligraphy	guidelines,	an	investment	in	such	a	ruler	would	be	justified!4.	Write	and	EraseOnce	youve	written	on	the	guidelines,	allow	your	ink	to	completely	dry,	then	erase	the	guidelines.	Try	to	use	a	white	eraser	(such	as	Staedtler	Mars)	for	light-colored	papers,	and	a	black
eraser	for	darker	papers.Sometimes	youll	notice	white	residue	if	you	use	a	light-colored	eraser	to	get	rid	of	guidelines	on	dark-colored	paper.	You	can	avoid	that	problem	by	using	a	black	eraser.How	to	Make	Your	Life	Easier	(When	it	Comes	to	Calligraphy	Guidelines!)There	are	two	major	shortcuts	when	it	comes	to	calligraphy	guidelines.	The	first,
and	most	preferable,	is	to	use	a	light	box.	You	can	make	a	guideline	template	like	the	one	shown	below,	slip	it	into	an	envelope,	and	shine	light	up	through	it.	A	light	box	will	save	you	a	ton	of	time	because	you	no	longer	have	to	draw	or	erase	guidelines!If	you	use	a	light	box,	you	can	include	additional	guidelines	to	help	you	achieve	a	consistent
slant.Unfortunately,	if	you	working	with	a	dark	piece	of	paper	or	envelope,	a	light	box	wont	shine	through.	In	that	case,	I	would	make	an	envelope	template	on	a	piece	of	printer	paper	(or	download	one	from	the	TPK	site).	The	envelope	template	should	have	a	series	of	evenly-spaced	lines	that	run	longer	than	your	envelope.You	can	find	this	ready-made
envelope	template	in	the	Marvelous	Mail	eBook.To	use	the	template,	youll	align	your	ruler	with	two	of	the	lines	that	peek	out	from	either	side	of	the	envelope.	Then,	take	a	pencil	and	use	it	to	draw	a	line	along	the	edge	of	the	ruler.	Repeat	that	step	for	each	guideline	on	the	template.VariationsFirst	of	all,	you	dont	have	to	draw	three	guidelines.	If	you
want	to	use	casual	calligraphy	(likeKaitlin	Style),	you	can	get	away	with	drawing	one	guideline.	Casual	calligraphy	styles	with	a	bounce	dont	require	letter	height	consistency,	so	you	dont	need	middle	or	top	guidelines.Casual	and	bouncy	calligraphy	styles	like	Kaitlin	Style,	shown	here,	only	need	one	guideline.You	can	also	free-hand	draw	wavy
guidelines	to	make	unique	calligraphy	pieces.	The	guidelines	dont	need	to	be	perfect	(and	they	probably	wont	be)!	The	wavy	calligraphy	will	distract	anyone	from	noticing	that	the	letters	arent	a	consistent	height.The	guidelines	here	were	hand-drawn,	so	theyre	not	perfect.The	wavy	nature	of	this	Janet	Style	calligraphy	distracts	the	eye	from	the	fact
that	the	letters	arent	all	a	consistent	height.I	know	that	calligraphy	guidelines	arent	necessarily	glamorous,	but	theyre	an	integral	part	of	creating	calligraphy.	The	symmetry	and	harmony	that	they	contribute	to	the	final	product	is	worth	going	to	the	trouble	of	making	them!	If	you	have	any	questions	or	tips	about	making	calligraphy	guidelines,	Id	be
glad	to	hear	them	in	the	comments.	Thanks	very	much	for	reading	TPK,	and	enjoy	the	rest	of	your	day!Warmly,*This	post	contains	affiliate	links	to	Amazon	When	it	comes	to	creating	beautiful	calligraphy,	precision	is	key.	Whether	youre	a	seasoned	calligrapher	or	just	starting	out,	having	the	right	tools	is	essential	for	achieving	flawless	lettering.	Thats
where	calligraphy	guide	line	tools	come	in.	These	tools	are	designed	to	help	you	draw	straight	lines,	create	guidelines	for	different	letter	sizes	and	angles,	and	add	slant	lines	to	your	papers.	With	the	right	tools	at	your	disposal,	you	can	take	your	calligraphy	to	the	next	level.Calligraphy	guide	line	tools	are	available	in	various	forms,	from	rulers	and
tapes	to	liners	and	templates.	These	tools	provide	you	with	the	necessary	guidance	to	ensure	consistent	and	professional-looking	lettering	in	your	calligraphy	projects.	Whether	youre	working	on	addressing	envelopes,	creating	banners,	or	simply	practicing	your	letterforms,	having	the	right	tools	will	make	a	world	of	difference.Key
Takeaways:Calligraphy	guide	line	tools	are	essential	for	achieving	precise	and	consistent	letteringThese	tools	include	rulers,	tapes,	liners,	and	templatesThey	help	in	drawing	straight	lines,	creating	guidelines,	and	adding	slant	linesHaving	the	right	tools	will	elevate	your	calligraphy	and	ensure	flawless	letteringInvesting	in	quality	calligraphy	tools	is
worth	it	for	professional	resultsAquino	da	Silva/The	Macau	Penman	Calligraphy	Ruler,	EngrossersThe	Aquino	da	Silva/The	Macau	Penman	Calligraphy	Ruler	is	a	versatile	tool	that	simplifies	the	process	of	drawing	Copperplate	guidelines.	With	this	ruler,	you	can	effortlessly	rule	lines	with	various	x-heights,	proportions,	and	slant	angles,	enabling	you
to	achieve	consistent	lettering	in	the	Copperplate	style.	The	rulers	portable	design	makes	it	convenient	for	on-the-go	calligraphy	projects.Whether	youre	a	professional	calligrapher	or	a	hobbyist,	the	Aquino	da	Silva/The	Macau	Penman	Calligraphy	Ruler	is	a	valuable	addition	to	your	collection	of	calligraphy	tools.	Its	precision	and	ease	of	use	ensure
that	you	can	create	flawless	lettering	with	precise	guidelines.Elevate	your	calligraphy	skills	with	the	Aquino	da	Silva/The	Macau	Penman	Calligraphy	Ruler	and	discover	the	joy	of	creating	beautiful	Copperplate	lettering.Experience	the	versatility	and	convenience	of	the	Aquino	da	Silva/The	Macau	Penman	Calligraphy	Ruler	in	every	calligraphy	project.
Its	portable	design	and	ability	to	generate	accurate	Copperplate	guidelines	make	it	an	essential	tool	for	calligraphers	of	all	levels.The	Aquino	da	Silva/The	Macau	Penman	Calligraphy	Ruler	has	transformed	the	way	I	create	Copperplate	lettering.	Its	accuracy	and	ease	of	use	have	made	my	calligraphy	projects	much	more	enjoyable	and	rewarding.
Calligraphy	enthusiastKey	Features:Allows	ruling	of	lines	with	various	x-heights,	proportions,	and	slant	anglesPortable	and	convenient	for	on-the-go	calligraphy	projectsPrecision	and	ease	of	use	for	consistent	and	flawless	letteringSee	also	Calligraphy	Practice	Equipment:	Essentials	for	Improvementinkmethis	Guideline	Washi	TapeIf	youre	a
calligrapher	looking	for	a	convenient	and	precise	way	to	create	stunning	lettering	layouts,	the	inkmethis	guideline	washi	tape	is	the	perfect	tool	for	you.	This	high-quality	tape	provides	quick	and	easy	guidelines	that	ensure	your	calligraphy	engravings	are	flawless.With	the	inkmethis	guideline	washi	tape,	you	can	say	goodbye	to	the	tedious	process	of
ruling	guidelines	on	paper.	Simply	apply	the	tape	to	your	surface,	and	youll	have	instant	lines	to	work	with.	This	tape	is	designed	to	give	you	complete	control	over	your	lines,	allowing	for	precise	layouts	and	better	control	of	line	quality.One	of	the	key	advantages	of	the	inkmethis	guideline	washi	tape	is	its	ability	to	create	a	slight	resistance	to	the	bur.
This	unique	feature	improves	your	control	over	the	lines,	resulting	in	smoother	and	more	consistent	lettering.The	inkmethis	guideline	washi	tape	is	also	incredibly	convenient	to	use.	It	can	be	easily	applied	and	removed	without	leaving	any	residue	behind,	making	it	ideal	for	calligraphy	projects	of	all	kinds.Whether	youre	a	beginner	or	an	experienced
calligrapher,	the	inkmethis	guideline	washi	tape	is	a	must-have	tool	for	achieving	precise	and	professional-looking	lettering.	It	is	the	perfect	addition	to	your	calligraphy	toolkit	and	will	enhance	your	creative	process.Key	Features	of	inkmethis	Guideline	Washi	Tape:FeatureDescriptionEase	of	UseThe	tape	is	easy	to	apply	and	remove,	making	it
convenient	for	calligraphy	projects.Precise	LayoutsThe	tape	provides	quick	and	easy	guidelines	for	precise	lettering	layouts.Better	Control	of	LinesThe	tape	creates	a	slight	resistance	to	the	bur,	allowing	for	better	control	of	line	quality.Layout	Liner	by	inkmethisThe	inkmethis	layout	liner	is	a	versatile	tool	for	calligraphers	who	want	to	ensure	precise
and	consistent	lettering.	With	its	ability	to	add	parallel	lines	to	any	size	paper,	this	tool	is	essential	for	creating	guidelines	in	calligraphy	projects.	Made	from	durable	materials,	the	layout	liner	features	pre-drilled	holes	that	can	be	easily	marked	with	a	mechanical	pencil,	allowing	for	easy	and	accurate	guidelines.Whether	youre	a	beginner	or	an
experienced	calligrapher,	the	inkmethis	layout	liner	provides	the	perfect	solution	for	maintaining	spacing	and	alignment	in	your	lettering.	Its	simple	yet	effective	design	makes	it	convenient	to	use,	ensuring	that	every	stroke	is	perfectly	placed.	Say	goodbye	to	uneven	lines	and	hello	to	flawless	calligraphy	with	the	inkmethis	layout
liner.Features:Benefits:Designed	for	adding	parallel	linesEnsures	consistent	spacingMade	from	durable	materialsLong-lasting	and	reliablePre-drilled	holes	for	mechanical	pencil	markingEasy	and	accurate	guidelinesSuzanne	Cunningham	Rapid	Liner	by	inkmethisIf	youre	a	calligrapher	looking	to	address	opaque	envelopes	with	precision	and	style,	the
Suzanne	Cunningham	Rapid	Liner	by	inkmethis	is	the	perfect	tool	for	you.	This	specialized	envelope	ruler	is	carefully	designed	based	on	the	favorite	envelope	guidelines	of	renowned	calligrapher	Suzanne	Cunningham.The	Suzanne	Cunningham	Rapid	Liner	features	markings	and	slants	that	are	specifically	tailored	for	addressing	envelopes	of	different
sizes.	With	this	ruler,	you	can	maintain	consistent	alignment	and	spacing,	even	when	working	on	opaque	materials.Addressing	envelopes	can	be	a	challenging	task,	but	with	the	Suzanne	Cunningham	Rapid	Liner,	you	can	confidently	create	beautiful	and	professional-looking	envelopes.	This	ruler	ensures	that	your	calligraphy	is	perfectly	placed	and
well-balanced,	making	a	lasting	impression	on	your	recipients.See	also	Waterproof	Calligraphy	Inks:	No	More	SmudgingKey	Features	of	the	Suzanne	Cunningham	Rapid	Liner:Specialized	ruler	designed	for	addressing	opaque	envelopesBased	on	the	envelope	guidelines	of	calligrapher	Suzanne	CunninghamMarkings	and	slants	suitable	for	envelopes	of
different	sizesHelps	maintain	consistent	alignment	and	spacingEnsures	professional-looking	resultsBenefitsSpecificationsEasy	to	useMaterial:	Durable	plasticEnsures	precise	alignment	and	spacingDimensions:	6	inches	longDesigned	for	addressing	envelopesSlants	suitable	for	different	envelope	sizesCreates	professional-looking	resultsCompact	and
portableThe	Suzanne	Cunningham	Rapid	Liner	has	become	an	essential	tool	in	my	calligraphy	journey.	It	has	made	addressing	envelopes	much	easier	and	allows	me	to	achieve	consistent	and	professional	results.	I	highly	recommend	it	to	all	calligraphers.	Sarah	Thompson,	Professional	CalligrapherKOUS	Ruler	Line	TemplateWhen	it	comes	to
calligraphy,	who	says	everything	has	to	be	straight	and	rigid?	Embrace	your	creative	side	with	the	versatile	KOUS	ruler	line	template,	which	allows	you	to	break	free	from	the	constraints	of	straight	lines	and	create	captivating	designs.With	the	KOUS	ruler	line	template,	you	can	easily	create	banners,	curves,	slopes,	and	waves	to	fill	with	beautiful
calligraphy.	Whether	youre	working	on	a	special	project	or	want	to	add	a	unique	touch	to	your	lettering,	this	template	is	the	perfect	tool	to	unleash	your	creativity.Simply	trace	along	the	templates	curved	edges	to	achieve	stunning	results.	The	KOUS	ruler	line	template	is	designed	for	ease	of	use,	making	it	suitable	for	calligraphers	of	all	skill
levels.Take	your	calligraphy	to	new	heights	with	the	KOUS	ruler	line	template	and	explore	the	endless	possibilities	of	creating	extraordinary	lettering	designs.Key	Features:Create	banners,	curves,	slopes,	and	waves	for	captivating	calligraphySuitable	for	calligraphers	of	all	skill	levelsEasy-to-use	template	for	effortless	tracingFeatureDescriptionCreate
banners,	curves,	slopes,	and	wavesUnleash	your	creativity	and	add	unique	designs	to	your	calligraphySuitable	for	all	skill	levelsWhether	youre	a	beginner	or	an	experienced	calligrapher,	the	KOUS	ruler	line	template	is	suitable	for	everyoneEasy-to-useThe	templates	curved	edges	make	it	effortless	to	trace	and	create	stunning	lettering	designsArt
Alternatives	12	Parallel	Rolling	Ruler	/	GliderWhen	it	comes	to	calligraphy,	precision	and	consistency	are	key.	Thats	where	the	Art	Alternatives	12	Parallel	Rolling	Ruler	/	Glider	comes	in.	This	multi-tool	is	a	game-changer	for	calligraphers,	offering	a	range	of	functionalities	that	make	creating	beautiful	lettering	a	breeze.With	the	Art	Alternatives
parallel	rolling	ruler,	you	can	easily	create	calligraphy	guidelines,	draw	shapes,	and	mark	parallel	lines.	The	ruler	glides	smoothly	across	the	page,	allowing	for	precise	measurements	and	markings.	Whether	youre	a	beginner	or	a	seasoned	calligrapher,	this	ruler	will	become	an	invaluable	tool	in	your	collection.One	of	the	standout	features	of	the	Art
Alternatives	parallel	rolling	ruler	is	its	versatility.	It	can	be	used	in	various	calligraphy	projects,	from	creating	guidelines	for	different	lettering	styles	to	drawing	intricate	shapes	and	patterns.	No	matter	what	creative	vision	you	have	in	mind,	this	ruler	will	help	bring	it	to	life.Not	only	does	the	Art	Alternatives	parallel	rolling	ruler	simplify	the	process
of	creating	calligraphy	guidelines,	but	it	also	ensures	consistent	alignment	and	spacing.	This	is	crucial	for	achieving	professional-looking	lettering.	Say	goodbye	to	uneven	lines	and	inconsistent	spacing	with	this	ruler,	your	calligraphy	will	be	flawless.See	also	Calligraphy	Set	Maintenance:	Keep	Your	Tools	PristineWhether	youre	a	calligraphy
enthusiast	or	a	professional	calligrapher,	the	Art	Alternatives	12	Parallel	Rolling	Ruler	/	Glider	is	a	must-have	tool.	Its	versatility,	smooth	gliding	motion,	and	ability	to	create	precise	guidelines	and	markings	make	it	an	indispensable	asset	in	any	calligraphy	toolkit.	Elevate	your	calligraphy	and	unlock	new	creative	possibilities	with	this	innovative
ruler.ConclusionCalligraphy	guide	line	tools,	such	as	rulers,	tapes,	liners,	templates,	and	rulers,	are	essential	for	every	calligrapher	striving	for	precise	and	consistent	lettering.	These	tools	play	a	vital	role	in	creating	flawless	calligraphy	by	enabling	the	creation	of	straight	lines,	ruling	guidelines	of	different	sizes	and	angles,	and	adding	slant	lines	to
papers.	They	are	valuable	resources	for	maintaining	consistent	alignment,	spacing,	and	letter	proportions	in	calligraphy	projects.With	the	help	of	these	guide	line	tools,	calligraphers	can	elevate	their	craft	and	achieve	impeccable	lettering	in	various	styles.	The	use	of	essential	rulers	ensures	that	lines	are	perfectly	straight	and	proportions	are	well-
maintained.	Guide	line	sheets	and	templates	provide	a	framework	for	creating	guidelines,	enabling	calligraphers	to	achieve	uniformity	and	balance	in	their	work.By	incorporating	these	guide	line	tools	into	their	practice,	calligraphers	can	enhance	their	precision	and	control,	resulting	in	flawless	lettering.	Whether	you	are	a	beginner	or	an	experienced
calligrapher,	investing	in	high-quality	guide	line	tools	is	a	must	to	elevate	your	calligraphy	to	the	next	level.	Calligraphy	guide	line	tools	are	various	tools	that	assist	calligraphers	in	creating	precise	and	consistent	lettering.	These	tools	include	rulers,	tapes,	liners,	templates,	and	rulers	that	help	in	drawing	straight	lines,	ruling	guidelines	of	different
sizes	and	angles,	and	adding	slant	lines	to	papers.Guide	line	tools	are	essential	for	calligraphy	because	they	help	calligraphers	maintain	consistent	alignment,	spacing,	and	letter	proportions.	These	tools	ensure	that	the	lettering	looks	professional	and	flawless.The	Aquino	da	Silva/The	Macau	Penman	Calligraphy	Ruler	is	a	versatile	tool	that	simplifies
the	process	of	drawing	Copperplate	guidelines.	It	allows	users	to	rule	lines	with	various	x-heights,	proportions,	and	slant	angles,	making	it	a	valuable	tool	for	achieving	consistent	lettering	in	the	Copperplate	style.The	inkmethis	guideline	washi	tape	is	a	useful	tool	for	calligraphers	who	prefer	using	tape	instead	of	ruling	guidelines	on	paper.	It	provides
quick	and	easy	lines	for	precise	lettering	layouts	and	also	creates	a	slight	resistance	to	the	bur,	allowing	for	better	control	of	line	quality.The	inkmethis	layout	liner	is	a	tool	designed	to	add	parallel	lines	to	any	size	paper.	It	helps	in	creating	guidelines	for	calligraphy	projects,	ensuring	consistent	spacing	and	alignment	in	lettering.The	Suzanne
Cunningham	Rapid	Liner,	created	by	inkmethis,	is	a	specialized	tool	for	addressing	opaque	envelopes.	It	features	markings	and	slants	suitable	for	addressing	envelopes	of	different	sizes,	helping	calligraphers	maintain	consistent	alignment	and	spacing	even	on	opaque	materials.The	KOUS	ruler	line	template	is	a	versatile	tool	that	allows	calligraphers
to	create	non-straight	lines	and	shapes.	It	can	be	used	to	create	banners,	curves,	slopes,	and	waves	to	fill	with	calligraphy,	adding	creative	elements	to	lettering.The	Art	Alternatives	12	Parallel	Rolling	Ruler	/	Glider	is	a	multi-tool	that	makes	it	easy	to	create	calligraphy	guidelines,	draw	shapes,	and	mark	parallel	lines.	It	provides	smooth	movement	for
precise	measurements	and	markings,	ensuring	consistent	alignment	and	spacing	in	calligraphy	projects.Calligraphy	guide	line	tools	are	essential	for	achieving	precise	and	consistent	lettering	in	calligraphy	projects.	These	tools,	such	as	rulers,	tapes,	liners,	templates,	and	rulers,	help	in	creating	straight	lines,	ruling	guidelines	of	different	sizes	and
angles,	and	adding	slant	lines	to	papers.Source	Links	Want	to	give	your	brand	videos	a	cinematic	edge?	Join	our	visual	experts	and	special	guests	for	an	info-packed	hour	of	insights	to	elevate	your	next	video	project.	Tune	in	on	June	24	at	11amET.Register	NowEnjoy	sharper	detail,	more	accurate	color,	lifelike	lighting,	believable	backgrounds,	and
more	with	our	new	model	update.	Your	generated	images	will	be	more	polished	thanever.See	What's	NewExplore	how	consumers	want	to	see	climate	stories	told	today,	and	what	that	means	for	yourvisuals.Download	Our	Latest	VisualGPS	ReportWant	to	give	your	brand	videos	a	cinematic	edge?	Join	our	visual	experts	and	special	guests	for	an	info-
packed	hour	of	insights	to	elevate	your	next	video	project.	Tune	in	on	June	24	at	11amET.Register	NowEnjoy	sharper	detail,	more	accurate	color,	lifelike	lighting,	believable	backgrounds,	and	more	with	our	new	model	update.	Your	generated	images	will	be	more	polished	thanever.See	What's	NewExplore	how	consumers	want	to	see	climate	stories
told	today,	and	what	that	means	for	yourvisuals.Download	Our	Latest	VisualGPS	ReportWant	to	give	your	brand	videos	a	cinematic	edge?	Join	our	visual	experts	and	special	guests	for	an	info-packed	hour	of	insights	to	elevate	your	next	video	project.	Tune	in	on	June	24	at	11amET.Register	NowEnjoy	sharper	detail,	more	accurate	color,	lifelike
lighting,	believable	backgrounds,	and	more	with	our	new	model	update.	Your	generated	images	will	be	more	polished	thanever.See	What's	NewExplore	how	consumers	want	to	see	climate	stories	told	today,	and	what	that	means	for	yourvisuals.Download	Our	Latest	VisualGPS	Report	Share	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format
for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any
reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from
doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as
publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	One	of	the	best	things	you	can	do	to	improve	your	calligraphy	right	away	is	by	using	guidelines,	and	in	this	article,	thats	exactly	what	Ill	be	showing	you	how	to	do.	Before	we	jump	straight	into	it,	lets	have	a	quick	overview	of	the	contents	of	this	article	What	are	calligraphy
guidelines,	and	why	do	you	need	them?	What	tools	do	you	need	to	draw	calligraphy	guidelines?	The	anatomy	(terminology)	of	calligraphy	guidelines	How	to	draw	calligraphy	guidelines	step	by	step	How	to	size	guidelines	(traditional	and	modern	calligraphy)	A	few	extra	tips	to	streamline	the	process	Final	words	Without	any	further	delays,	lets	jump
straight	into	it.	In	case	youre	a	complete	beginner,	I	highly	recommend	you	check	out	my	ultimate	guide	for	calligraphy	beginners.	Ill	talk	more	about	the	different	calligraphy	styles	and	guideline	sizes	later	on	in	this	article.	So	why	do	you	even	need	calligraphy	guidelines?	Calligraphy	guidelines	are	essential	for	your	calligraphy	practice.	One	of	the
key	elements	of	calligraphy	is	consistency.	Consistency	in	proportions,	heights,	angles,	etc.	Guidelines	are	extremely	helpful	in	maintaining	a	higher	level	of	consistency	for	your	calligraphy.	You	see,	while	you	write,	you	have	to	focus	on	a	bunch	of	different	things.	How	you	sit	Hold	the	pen	How	much	pressure	to	add	How	to	move	your	arm	How	to
form	the	letters	shapes,	etc.	Without	guidelines,	you	must	also	consider	maintaining	a	consistent	rhythm	in	letter	proportions,	heights,	angles,	etc.	You	can	still	write	without	guidelines,	but	you	will	struggle	without	them,	especially	if	you	plan	to	write	more	than	two	words.	Here	is	an	example	where	I	wrote	the	same	word.	One	is	with,	and	the	other
one	is	without	guidelines,	and	I	think	it	clearly	demonstrates	the	difference.	Ive	added	the	guidelines	on	the	example	above	after	I	wrote	the	word.	To	demonstrate	how	inconsistent	it	is.	I	continuously	recommend	using	guidelines,	especially	considering	how	quickly	and	easily	you	can	create	them	from	scratch.	In	fact,	in	my	experience,	not	using
guidelines	is	one	of	the	most	frequent	reasons	why	beginners	struggle	to	improve.	With	that	in	mind,	lets	proceed	to	the	next	section.	Check	out	my	workbook,	From	Strokes	to	Style	its	packed	with	everything	you	need	to	go	from	basic	strokes	to	your	own	lettering	style.	To	create	calligraphy	guidelines,	you	will	need	just	a	few	essential	calligraphy
tools.	In	short	the	tools,	you	will	need	are	(links	to	Amazon)	Ill	provide	a	few	recommendations	for	those	looking	to	stock	up	on	some	of	these	items.	The	paper	depends	on	the	writing	tool	you	are	using.	To	not	go	too	deep	into	this	topic	(i	already	did	here),	here	is	a	quick	recommendation	for	the	paper	selection	For	brush	and	other	felt	tip	pens	For
broad-edge	nibs,	fountain	pens	(e.g.,	Pilot	Parallel	Pen),	and	pointed	nibs	Canson	Watercolor	paper	Rhodia	pads	I	wrote	a	separate	in-depth	guide	on	the	best	calligraphy	papers	you	can	check	out.	As	for	the	ruler,	you	can	use	any	ruler	you	have	at	hand.	However,	when	we	talk	about	calligraphy,	I	recommend	either	a	T-square	ruler	or	my	personal
favorite	The	Rolling	Ruler.	Its	like	a	regular	ruler	but	with	a	cylinder	on	the	backside	that	allows	you	to	draw	straight	parallel	lines	quickly	and	efficiently.	It	is	extremely	helpful	when	it	comes	to	creating	calligraphy	and	lettering	guidelines.	I	love	it,	and	I	use	it	all	the	time.	I	think	its	an	excellent	investment	for	any	calligraphers	toolbox.	The	pencil
can	also	be	whatever	you	have	at	hand.	Just	make	sure	to	draw	the	guidelines	lightly	so	you	can	easily	erase	them	once	you	are	done.	I	personally	use	a	Staedtler	mechanical	pencil	with	0.5	HB	lead.	It	always	gives	me	nice	sharp	and	light	lines,	which	are	then	super	easily	removed.	Did	you	know	that	the	pencil	is	so	awesome	that	you	can	actually	use
it	to	do	calligraphy?	Before	I	show	you	how	to	draw	calligraphy	guidelines,	I	think	its	important	to	understand	each	lines	purpose	and	name.	Dont	worry.	Its	nothing	too	complicated.	In	the	image	below,	you	can	see	the	reference	image	with	the	guidelines.	Each	of	the	lines	has	its	own	number,	and	here	you	can	see	their	names	Baseline	The	line	where
all	the	letters	sit	(both	minuscule	and	majuscule)	Waistline	The	top	line	for	all	lowercase	(minuscules)	letters.	X-height	is	not	the	name	of	a	line	but	rather	the	height	between	the	baseline	and	the	waistline.	Cap	line	The	top	line	for	all	capital	(majuscules)	letters.	Ascender	line	The	top	line	for	all	ascending	letters	(h,	b,	k,	l,	d,	f)	Descender	line	The
bottom	line	for	all	descending	letters	(g,	j,	p,	q,	y)	Slant/angle	lines	These	are	the	lines	to	help	you	maintain	your	letters	consistent	slant.	As	you	can	see,	we	are	working	with	many	parallel	lines,	which	is	precisely	why	the	rolling	ruler	is	a	useful	tool	for	drawing	calligraphy	guidelines.	Quick	side	note	the	distance	between	the	slant/angle	lines	is
determined	by	you,	and	it	doesnt	determine	the	spacing	between	the	letters.	I	tend	to	keep	them	evenly	spaced	so	it	doesnt	distract	me	while	I	write	the	letters.	If	youre	interested	in	learning	more	about	what	the	different	parts	of	letters	are	called,	check	out	this	article	on	type	anatomy.	Ok,	now	that	we	know	what	lines	we	have	to	draw	(and	how	we
call	them),	we	can	proceed	to	the	next	section.	The	one	youve	been	patiently	waiting	for.	Drawing	guidelines	is	quite	simple.	The	thing	that	I	noticed	people	tend	to	struggle	with	is	how	to	size	them	correctly.	Ill	get	to	that	in	a	second,	but	first,	let	me	quickly	demonstrate	how	I	create	my	guidelines.	Align	the	ruler	to	the	top	of	the	page,	and	slide	it
down	to	below	half	of	the	page.	Start	by	drawing	straight	horizontal	lines	from	bottom	to	top.	It	is	important	that	you	draw	all	of	the	lines	I	mentioned	in	the	anatomy	section.	You	will	need	(in	order	from	bottom	to	top)	A	descending	line	A	baseline	A	waistline	A	capline	An	ascending	line	Note	make	sure	your	ascending	and	descending	space	is	the
same	size.	Flip	the	ruler	vertically	and	create	the	angle	lines.	I	would	suggest	maintaining	an	equal	distance	between	them	so	you	dont	get	distracted	while	writing.	Write	out	your	letters.	Now	that	you	have	your	guidelines,	you	know	exactly	how	big	and	slanted	your	letters	should	be.	Dont	rush	and	write	out	your	word	by	following	the	guidelines.
Give	it	a	couple	of	minutes	for	the	ink	to	dry,	and	then	gently	erase	the	guidelines.	As	you	can	see,	creating	guidelines	isnt	difficult.	The	key	to	guidelines	is	knowing	how	to	size	them	correctly,	which	is	what	I	want	to	cover	in	this	part.	The	main	distinction	when	it	comes	to	sizing	guidelines	is	between	traditional	and	modern	calligraphy.	Traditional
calligraphy	scripts	have	well-defined	rules	when	it	comes	to	sizing	and	structuring	your	letterforms.	Modern	calligraphy,	on	the	other	hand,	is	more	open	to	personal	interpretation.	Lets	briefly	touch	base	with	traditional	scripts	through	a	few	examples,	and	then	we	can	proceed	with	modern	and	brush	calligraphy.	For	traditional	scripts,	we	use
guidelines	not	only	for	achieving	higher	consistency	but	also	to	get	the	correct	letter	proportions.	Broad-edged	scripts	have	a	clever	way	of	proportionally	sizing	the	letters	based	on	the	size	of	the	tool	you	are	using.	Instead	of	having	a	fixed	size	in	centimeters/inches,	the	size	of	the	letters	is	determined	by	nib	widths.	Here	are	a	few	examples
Blackletter	calligraphy	(Textura)	letters	(minuscules)	have	an	x-height	of	5	nib	widths.	The	cap	line	is	usually	at	seven	nib	widths	as	well	as	the	ascending	and	descending	letters.	Italic	calligraphy	is	also	at	a	five	nib	width	for	the	minuscule	letters	and	a	seven	nib	width	for	the	capitals.	However,	the	ascenders	and	descenders	extend	for	a	total	of	10
nib	widths.	Copperplate	calligraphy	is	performed	with	a	pointed	nib.	Therefore	we	cannot	use	the	same	approach	as	we	do	with	broad-edged	scripts.	Instead,	a	general	rule	of	thumb	is	the	use	of	a	3:2:3	ratio.	The	letters	are	also	slanted	at	a	55	degree	angle.	One	of	the	things	I	like	about	modern	calligraphy	is	the	creative	freedom	you	have.	We	still
want	to	follow	esthetical	principles	such	as	balance,	contrast,	consistency,	etc.	Its	precisely	the	reason	why	even	with	modern	calligraphy,	you	still	want	to	use	guidelines.	So,	how	do	you	size	guidelines	for	modern	calligraphy	without	any	predetermined	rules?	The	answer	is	you	determine	the	sizes	and	angles	that	you	want	to	use.	What	matters	is	that
you	remember	to	draw	out	all	of	the	lines	I	mentioned	in	the	previous	section	(the	anatomy).	Here	are	a	few	examples	to	better	demonstrate	this.	Here	I	decided	to	have	an	equal	size	for	the	x-height	and	the	ascenders	and	descenders,	a	1:1:1	ratio.	As	for	the	angle,	I	went	for	a	20-degree	slant.	Here	I	used	a	3:1:3	ratio,	meaning	that	the	ascenders	and
descenders	are	three	times	bigger	than	the	space	between	the	baseline	and	the	waistline	(a.k.a.	The	x-height).	Ive	also	increased	the	slant	to	35	degrees.	Higher	descenders	and	descenders	are	helpful	when	you	wish	to	implement	calligraphy	flourishes.	Here	Ive	decided	to	make	the	ascenders	and	descenders	smaller	and	actually	reverse	the	ratio
from	the	previous	example	1:3:1	Additionally,	I	also	reduced	the	angle	to	15	degrees,	giving	it	a	very	soft	slant.	As	you	can	see,	once	you	know	the	needed	lines,	you	can	easily	switch	them	up	and	get	totally	different	looks	for	your	calligraphy.	If	youre	interested	in	learning	how	to	write	the	whole	alphabet	in	calligraphy,	check	out	this	tutorial.
Personally,	I	always	draw	my	guidelines	from	scratch	using	a	pencil	and	my	rolling	ruler.	Ive	done	this	for	a	very	long	time,	and	its	just	the	method	I	prefer	to	use.	That	being	said,	I	know	that	others	might	prefer	something	more	streamlined.	Here	are	a	few	methods	to	achieve	that.	Over	the	years,	Ive	stumbled	upon	several	calligraphy	guidelines
generators.	The	idea	is	simple,	you	create	your	guide	sheet,	and	then	you	print	it	out.	These	two	are	my	favorites	as	they	provide	a	live	preview	and	a	high	level	of	customization	Additionally,	you	can	also	try	these	These	guideline	generators	are	also	great	if	you	want	to	improve	your	handwriting.	The	marker	paper	I	mentioned	earlier	(in	the	tool
section)	is	excellent	for	both	brush	pen	and	broad-edged	tools.	On	top	of	that	is	relatively	thin	(only	70	gsm/18	lbs).	We	can	take	advantage	of	the	thin	paper	by	making	our	own	guide	sheet	template.	Grab	a	blank	piece	of	paper,	a	ruler,	and	a	black	fineliner.	You	can	then	use	the	guide	sheet	template	over	and	over	again	If	you	dont	have	a	thinner
paper	you	can	use	a	light	tablet	instead.	The	bright	light	from	the	tablet	will	shine	through	the	paper	without	any	problems.	With	the	light	tablet	you	can	even	use	regular	(thicker)	paper.	The	benefit	of	using	these	methods	is	that	you	dont	have	to	use	an	eraser	to	remove	the	guidelines.	Its	especially	beneficial	if	you	are	working	on	an	important
project.	I	personally	never	tried	it,	but	Ive	seen	many	calligraphers	using	it,	and	thats	why	I	included	it	on	the	list.	The	laser	line	level	seems	like	a	good	alternative	if	you	are	working	on	an	important	project	where	you	cant	draw	pencil	guidelines.	The	only	downside	is	that	you	are	only	working	with	a	baseline,	so	I	think	this	could	only	be	suitable	for
more	experienced	calligraphers.	Here	is	a	quick	example	by	@suzcunningham	View	this	post	on	Instagram	A	post	shared	by	calligrapher	(@suzcunningham)	Additionally,	you	can	sign	up	for	the	Lettering	Crate	and	get	instant	access	to	all	the	free	worksheets	currently	available.	There	are	worksheets	including	full	alphabets,	drills,	different
calligraphy	and	lettering	styles,	and	much	more.	Simply	drop	your	email	below	and	follow	the	instructions	(two	easy	steps).	And	there	you	have	it,	friends.	Thats	pretty	much	everything	you	need	to	know	about	calligraphy	guidelines.	Here	is	a	quick	recap	of	the	article	Guidelines	are	super	helpful	to	keep	your	letters	nice	and	consistent	The	rolling
ruler	is	the	best	tool	(IMO)	to	draw	guidelines	Understanding	the	anatomy	and	terminology	is	a	crucial	part	of	knowing	how	to	make	guidelines	Traditional	calligraphy	scripts	have	well-defined	sizes	when	it	comes	to	drawing	guidelines	Modern/brush	calligraphy	is	more	open	to	personal	interpretation.	You	decide	the	sizing	and	angles	of	your
letterforms	You	can	either	draw	your	guidelines	or	print	some	templates	using	one	of	the	generators	I	mentioned	above.	I	hope	this	post	was	helpful	to	you.	If	you	have	any	questions	about	this	topic	or	even	suggestions	for	future	tutorials	feel	free	to	drop	a	comment	below	or	even	shoot	me	an	email.	Until	the	next	one,	Stay	AWESOME!	Pin	me!	If
youve	been	doing	Calligraphy	for	a	while	or	have	just	gotten	started...Im	sure	you	would	have	come	across	the	concept	of	GuidelinesGuidelines	are	a	crucial	part	of	learning	any	script,	lets	look	at	it	in	terms	of	copperplate	calligraphy.Guidelines	are	a	group	of	lines	that	assist	in	writing	with	rhythm	and	consistency	by	helping	determine	the	size	and
proportion	of	letterforms.	Lets	understand	the	Terminology.The	above	figure	shows	the	use	of	guidelines.	The	letter	sits	on	the	baseline	and	the	line	above	it	is	the	waistline.	The	X	height	is	the	distance	between	them	where	the	main	body	of	the	letter	rests.Ascender	is	the	part	of	the	letter	that	extends	above	the	X-height	whereas	descender	extends
below	the	baseline.	The	55-degree	slant	line	is	the	line	along	which	the	letter	should	be	angled.The	guideline	shown	above	is	designed	in	a	2:1:2	ratio,	now	you	may	wanna	ask,	what	are	these	ratios	about?By	2:1:2,	we	mean	two	parts	of	ascender:1	part	of	X	height:2	parts	of	the	descender.	For	example	-	if	our	X-height	is	5	mm	then	our	ascenders	and
descenders	would	be	twice	of	it	which	is	10	mm.Another	ration	thats	commonly	used	is	3:2:3.	We've	got	to	experiment	and	determine	what	works	best	for	us	but	2:1:2	is	the	most	recommended	for	beginners.These	guidelines	help	you	create	uniform	letters	which	are	consistent	in	height,	proportion,	and	most	importantly	angle	(especially	when	youre
learning	a	slanted	script	like	copperplate)Now	here	are	a	few	ways	that	you	could	go	about1.	Draw	them	manually:	This	is	the	most	basic	and	fundamental	method	where	you	draw	the	guidelines	manually.	I	would	recommend	using	Copperplate	Rulers	made	by	Aquino,	they	are	handy	lining	tools.	Each	ruler	is	the	size	of	a	credit	card	and	is	suitable
for	daily	practice,	lining	on	small	cards	and	envelopes.	In	fact,	you	can	also	use	it	for	creating	guidelines	for	your	big	pieces	later	on.Related	Blog:	Tired	of	drawing	guidelines?	Aquino	rulers	to	your	rescue.Im	also	adding	a	tutorial	here	created	by	Aquino	himself	thatll	help	you	understand	the	use	of	this	tool.2.	Practice	pads:	We	at	The	Bombay
Lettering	Company	have	created	a	wide	range	of	practice	pads	to	save	you	the	time	and	energy	that	goes	into	creating	your	own	guidelines.	We	have	practice	pads	available	in	5mm	and	8mm	(most	recommended	for	beginners)	and	some	additional	grid	and	dotted	pads	as	well.3.	Print	your	own	guide	sheets:	Another	option	is	to	print	your	own	guide
sheets	on	calligraphy-friendly	paper.	The	paper	should	be	100	GSM+	and	bleed	proof	for	you	to	be	able	to	practice	on	it,	JK	Cedar	is	a	recommended	brand.You	must	be	wondering,	but	where	can	I	get	the	guide	sheets	from?	We've	got	you	covered,	we	have	a	FREE	pack	of	guide	sheets	of	different	X	heights	for	you.Click	here	to	grab	yours	now!	If	you
have	this	helpful,	leave	a	comment	and	let	us	know	and	share	it	with	your	Calli-friends	too	who	may	learn	from	this!	Feel	free	to	drop	in	comments	if	you	have	any	doubts,	we'll	be	happy	to	help	you	:)Lettering	is	really	a	kind	of	freehand	drawing	for	forming	the	letters	of	the	alphabet	and	numbers.Good	lettering	requires	only	patience	and	practice.You
can	learn	to	letter	if	you	can	make	these	four	lines	well:	vertical,	horizontal,	slant,	and	curved.This	is	because	all	letters	are	made	up	of	these	four	lines	in	some	combination.For	example,	an	L	is	made	with	a	single	vertical	line	and	a	single	horizontal	line.The	letter	U	is	made	with	two	vertical	lines	and	a	short	curved	line.The	lettering	you	will	learn	to
do	in	this	article	is	called	Single	Stroke	Gothic.That	means	it	is	a	simple	form	of	letters	made	with	single	strokes	of	the	pencil.Look	at	an	alphabet	of	capital	letters.Notice	that	all	letters	are	not	the	same	width.Imagine	that	a	letter	is	to	be	made	in	a	little	box	divided	into	six	spaces	wide	and	six	spaces	high.These	would	be	the	widths	of	some	letters:
C=5	spaces	wide;	M=6	spaces	wide;	I:	only	one	space	wide.Look	at	the	width	of	the	other	letters.In	beginning	drawing,	a	simpler	way	is	to	make	all	the	letters	the	same	width	except	three.The	J	is	a	little	narrower	than	the	others.the	I	is	just	one	line	wide,	and	the	W	is	a	little	wider	than	most.Thats	easier	to	remember.Lettering	that	is	done	with	all
the	letters	at	right	angles	to	the	horizontal	is	called	vertical	lettering.Lettering	is	also	done	with	the	letters	forming	an	angle	of	about	67%	degrees	to	the	horizontal.This	is	called	inclined	lettering.Now	lets	look	at	the	alphabet	to	see	how	the	letters	are	drawn.Notice	that	E,	F,	H,	l,	L,	and	T	combine	vertical	and	horizontal	lines	only.The	A,	K,	M,	N,	V,
W,	X,	Y,	and	Z	are	made	up	of	vertical,	horizontal,	and/or	inclined	lines.The	remaining	letters	combine	all	these,	plus	the	curve.Notice	also	the	arrows	and	numbers	beside	each	letter.A	method	for	getting	the	angle	for	inclined	lettering.This	suggests	a	way	you	can	make	each	stroke	to	form	the	letters.Now	lets	try	to	do	some	lettering.First,	always	use
guidelines	to	keep	the	work	straight.You	should	use	a	guideline	even	when	you	have	a	single	dimension	to	put	on	a	drawing	so	that	the	numbers	look	uniform	in	size.On	most	drawings	letters	are	made	about	1/8	to	3/16	(3mm	to	5	mm)	high.The	size,	of	course,	varies	with	the	over-all	size	of	the	drawing.Its	easier	to	form	smaller	letters	than	larger
ones.Lay	out	light,	horizontal	guidelines	on	your	paper.These	can	remain	on	the	drawing.Now	select	an	H	or	2H	pencil	for	lettering.Be	sure	its	sharp.Sit	or	stand	in	a	relaxed	position.Hold	the	pencil	lightly	but	firmly	in	your	hand.The	reason	many	people	never	learn	to	do	good	lettering	is	that	they	tense	up	too	much	as	they	work	the	lines.Relax	and
take	it	easy.Rest	your	elbow	on	the	drawing	bench	for	firm,	easy	support.Try	some	vertical	strokes,	some	horizontal	strokes,	some	slant	strokes,	and	some	curved	strokes.Can	you	make	these	a	uniform	length,	the	lines	straight,	the	curves	smooth	and	always	the	same	angle?After	you	have	done	this	exercise	for	a	little	while,	begin	to	form	the
letters.The	A	has	a	horizontal	line	about	one	third	of	the	way	up.All	the	rest	of	the	letters	are	divided	about	(but	slightly	above)	center.The	bottom	of	each	letter	should	be	a	little	larger	than	the	top	so	it	looks	stable.Form	all	the	same	shaped	letters	at	one	time	(all	the	vertical	and	horizontal	letters)	and	then	go	on	to	try	others.The	following	is	a
lettering	stroke	guide	for	right-handed	writers:The	following	is	a	lettering	stroke	guide	for	left-handed	writers:Many	of	you	will	find	that	your	poorest	letters	are	those	with	curved	lines.These	are	more	difficult	to	make	freehand.The	O	is	the	basic	letter	in	this	group.Make	several	of	them	until	you	get	a	feel	for	the	circular	motion.Dont	be	discouraged
with	your	early	lettering,	it	will	not	be	as	even	as	youd	like	it	to	be.lt	takes	practice.After	doing	capital	letters,	try	numbers.These	are	made	in	the	same	general	way.When	lettering	fractions,	make	the	over-all	fraction	about	two	times	the	height	of	a	whole	number.If	spaced	an	equal	distance	apart,	some	letters	appear	farther	apart	than	others.For
example,	an	I	that	follows	an	L	would	appear	much	farther	away	than	a	D	that	follows	an	M.This	is	because	the	first	two	have	a	lot	of	white	space	around	them	and	are	open	letters,	and	the	other	two	have	little	or	no	space	around	them	and	are	closed	letters.Therefore,	in	forming	words,	place	the	open	letters	closer	together	than	the	closed	letters.This
will	make	the	words	appear	to	be	uniformly	spaced.When	lettering	a	sentence,	leave	a	space	between	words	equal	to	the	width	of	the	average	letter.The	space	between	sentences	should	equal	twice	the	height	of	the	letters.The	space	between	lines	of	words	should	be	about	equal	to	the	height	of	the	letters.Two	devices	are	commonly	used	for	drawing
guide	lines	and	section	lines.A	lettering	guide	is	also	used	for	drawing	guide	lines	and	section	lines.The	correct	space	can	be	obtained	by	turning	the	plastic	disc	in	the	frame	to	the	correct	number	(given	in	32nds	of	an	inch).Heres	a	helpful	video	demonstrating	how	to	use	a	lettering	guide	properly.	is	a	lettering	triangle	with	a	series	of	countersunk
holes.Lettering	TriangleThe	holes	are	planned	in	series	for	capital	and	lower-case	letters.For	example,	to	draw	1/8	guidelines,	use	the	hole	marked	4	(the	numbers	show	the	spacing	in	32nds).The	long	slender	hole	in	the	triangle	edge	is	used	to	draw	inclined	guide	lines	at	an	angle	of	67	1/2	degrees.To	use	the	triangle,	place	it	on	the	upper	edge	of	the
T	square.Place	the	pencil	in	the	hole	and	then	slide	the	triangle	along	to	form	the	line.The	purpose	of	guidelines	in	lettering	is	to	provide	a	structure	and	symmetry	to	the	letter	forms,	making	it	easier	to	create	consistent	and	aesthetically	pleasing	lettering.They	help	to	align	letters	and	ensure	equal	spacing	between	them,	which	leads	to	a	more
professional	and	polished	look.Guidelines	can	also	be	used	to	create	specific	styles	of	lettering,	such	as	Gothic	or	Copperplate,	by	following	specific	rules	for	letter	construction	and	spacing.Here	are	some	basic	rules	to	follow	when	drafting	lettering:Alignment:	Keep	the	letters	aligned	to	the	baseline	and	x-height	lines	to	ensure	consistency	and
legibility.Spacing:	Pay	attention	to	the	spacing	between	letters,	making	sure	they	are	evenly	spaced	and	not	too	close	together	or	too	far	apart.Proportion:	Ensure	that	the	letters	are	proportionate	to	each	other	in	terms	of	height	and	width,	and	that	the	height	and	width	of	each	letter	is	consistent	within	the	word.Consistency:	Maintain	consistency	in
the	style	and	stroke	width	of	the	letters	throughout	the	word	or	phrase.Flow:	Create	a	fluid	and	smooth	flow	in	the	lettering	by	following	the	natural	movements	of	the	hand	and	avoiding	abrupt	changes	in	direction.Readability:	Make	sure	the	lettering	is	legible	and	easily	readable,	especially	if	it	will	be	used	for	text	or	signage
purposes.Experimentation:	Dont	be	afraid	to	experiment	and	try	different	styles,	but	always	make	sure	to	follow	the	basic	rules	of	lettering	to	maintain	consistency	and	legibility.The	four	guidelines	in	lettering	typically	include:Baseline:	The	line	on	which	the	bottoms	of	the	letters	sit,	providing	a	horizontal	reference	point	for	the	lettering.X-height:
The	height	of	lowercase	letters,	used	as	a	reference	point	for	the	overall	proportion	and	height	of	the	lettering.Cap	height:	The	height	of	uppercase	letters,	used	as	a	reference	point	for	the	overall	proportion	and	height	of	the	lettering.Ascender/Descender	line:	The	line	marking	the	highest	and	lowest	points	of	the	letters,	used	to	ensure	consistent
spacing	between	letters	and	to	provide	a	reference	point	for	any	flourishes	or	decorative	elements	that	extend	above	or	below	the	letters.Related	Post:	Assembling	and	Adjusting	a	Hand	Plane	Calligraphy	guidelines	are	the	ruler	of	any	script	essential	for	ensuring	that	letters	are	consistently	spaced	and	proportioned.	Thats	why	every	calligrapher
studies	and	practises	with	guidelines.	And	the	beautiful	pieces	of	art	that	you	see	seasoned	calligraphers	create?	Theyre	written	with	guidelines	too	just	erased	after	so	you	dont	see	them!	This	blogpost	will	go	through	what	are	calligraphy	guidelines,	the	different	terms	used,	how	to	draw	them	easily,	and	tips	for	using	guidelines	in	your	projects	or
commissioned	work.	Well	focus	on	pointed	pen	calligraphy	guidelines,	specifically	for	Copperplate.	Calligraphy	guidelines	are	one	of	the	first	calligraphy	rules	that	beginners	learn,	as	they	determine	letters	height,	proportion	and	slant.	Example	of	a	set	of	Copperplate	calligraphy	guidelines.	Each	set	of	guidelines	includes	the	baseline,	waistline,
ascender	line,	descender	line	and	slant	line.	Ill	explain	these	in	greater	detail	further	down.	Using	calligraphy	guidelines	is	the	key	to	consistency.	You	want	your	script	to	be	neat	and	elegant,	not	messy	and	sloppy.	This	is	especially	the	case	with	traditional	calligraphy	scripts	that	have	standard	rules	on	letter	ratios	and	slants.	Itll	be	hard	to	follow
these	rules	if	you	dont	use	guidelines!	With	practice	over	time,	you	may	be	able	to	write	quite	consistently	without	guidelines.	Even	then,	its	still	a	good	idea	to	use	calligraphy	practice	sheets	with	guidelines	regularly.	Lets	start	by	understanding	how	letters	sit	within	each	set	of	guidelines.	X-height	space:	Occupied	by	short	lowercase	letters	like	a	/	x
(thats	why	its	called	x-height)Ascender	space:	Occupied	by	letters	with	ascender	loops	like	h	/	kDescender	space:	Occupied	by	letters	with	descender	loops	like	g	/	j	The	x-height	space	can	be	indicated	with	an	X	or	a	small	rectangle,	so	we	can	quickly	identify	it.A	quick	note	on	capital	letters	all	capital	letters	occupy	the	ascender	space.	Only	capital
letters	J	and	Z	occupy	both	the	ascender	and	descender	spaces.	Copperplate	script	is	written	with	a	2:1:2	ratio,	which	is	the	ratio	of	ascender	space	:	x-height	space	:	descender	space.	Start	by	choosing	an	x-height	I	recommend	beginners	start	with	an	x-height	of	5mm	or	6mm.	With	a	2:1:2	ratio,	a	5mm	x-height	means	the	ascender	and	descender
spaces	are	10mm	each.	The	horizontal	lines	in	each	set	of	calligraphy	guidelines	are	(from	top	to	bottom):	2nd	Ascender	Line	where	ascender	loops	reach1st	Ascender	Line	of	ascender	space	where	letters	d	/	p	/	t	reachWaistline	top	of	x-heightBaseline	bottom	of	x-height1st	Descender	Line	of	descender	space	where	letters	f	/	p	reach2nd	Descender
Line	where	descender	loops	reach	Copperplate	is	written	at	the	55	slant,	so	letters	appear	forward	slanting.	Slant	lines	are	a	guide	to	ensure	that	letters	are	at	the	correct	angle.	So	all	basic	strokes	of	Copperplate	script	are	parallel	to	the	slant	line.	There	isnt	any	fixed	rule	on	how	far	apart	the	slant	lines	should	be	the	nearer	they	are,	the	more	slant
lines	youll	have	to	help	ensure	consistency.	As	weve	gone	through,	Copperplate	is	written	with	a	2:1:2	ratio	at	the	55	slant.	Another	common	ratio	for	standard	Copperplate	is	3:2:3.	However,	you	can	break	the	rules!	Ratios	like	1:1:1,	1:2:1	and	1:4:1	(or	any	other	combination	you	can	think	of)	are	not	considered	standard	Copperplate.	But	these	can
add	an	element	of	fun	and	curiosity	in	your	calligraphy	practice.	What	if	you	try	writing	Copperplate	at	a	90	slant	(straight	letters)	or	35	slant	(slanting	backwards)?	I	encourage	you	to	have	fun	and	play	with	your	letters!	In	my	own	practice,	I	use	a	grid	sheet	most	frequently.	It	has	equally	spaced	vertical	and	horizontal	lines,	and	slant	lines.	This
makes	it	easy	to	adapt	to	a	2:1:2	or	1:1:1	ratio	(or	any	other	ratio	with	multiples	of	2).	The	vertical	lines	are	useful	for	aligning	text	when	drafting	layouts	of	longer	pieces.	You	can	get	a	copy	in	my	free	guidesheets	package	here!	Now	that	we	understand	what	calligraphy	guidelines	are,	lets	see	how	to	make	guidelines	for	your	practice.	You	can	simply
draw	calligraphy	guidelines	using	a	pencil,	ruler	and	protractor	(to	measure	slant	lines).	Some	tips:	Use	a	rolling	ruler,	which	makes	it	easier	to	draw	parallel	lines.	Some	have	protractors	built	in	to	measure	angles.Get	a	rolling	ruler	with	an	aluminium	/	metal	roller	bar.	These	glide	more	smoothly	than	those	with	plastic	roller	bars.Make	sure	to	use	a
sharp	pencil.	A	blunt	pencil	makes	a	huge	difference	since	were	measuring	guidelines	in	millimetres.	Drawing	guidelines	by	hand	can	be	a	hassle	if	you	want	to	make	pages	for	practice.	An	easier	way	is	to	print	ready-made	PDF	calligraphy	guidelines.	Make	sure	to	print	on	calligraphy-friendly	paper	and	you	can	start	writing	immediately.	Ive	created	a
set	of	Copperplate	calligraphy	guidesheets	with	2:1:2	and	3:2:3	letter	ratios	at	x-heights	of	4mm,	5mm	and	6mm.	You	can	get	a	free	copy	here!	If	you	want	to	customise	or	create	guidelines	for	other	scripts,	heres	a	great	guidesheet	generator	with	lots	of	options.	When	drawing	guidelines	on	paper,	remember	to	draw	lightly.	You	dont	want	to	leave	a
physical	mark	on	the	paper.	Always	make	sure	the	ink	is	dry	before	erasing	the	guidelines!	Thicker	inks	like	gouache	or	Bleedproof	White	can	appear	dry	on	the	surface,	but	smudge	once	you	apply	pressure	to	erase.	I	like	to	leave	it	overnight	(or	two)	to	make	sure	the	ink	has	dried	fully.	With	a	light	pad,	guidelines	show	through	even	on	300gsm
watercolour	paper.	You	can	use	a	light	pad	(also	called	light	box)	so	you	dont	have	to	draw	guidelines	directly	on	the	paper.	A	light	pad	is	a	thin	tablet	that	emits	light	and	is	usually	USB-powered.	Place	guidelines	on	the	light	pad,	then	place	the	actual	paper	above	the	guidelines.	The	guidelines	will	show	through	when	the	light	pad	is	turned	on.	A
light	pad	also	works	great	if	you	want	to	trace	a	draft	that	was	done	on	another	piece	of	paper,	whether	its	calligraphy	or	ornamental	designs.	A	light	pad	doesnt	work	with	dark-coloured	paper,	so	you	have	to	draw	guidelines	directly	on	paper.	A	white	pencil	will	show	up	better	just	make	sure	its	erasable!	A	laser	level	will	only	give	you	the	baseline,
so	this	method	is	best	left	to	more	seasoned	calligraphers	or	bouncy	modern	scripts	which	may	not	require	as	much	precision.	To	use	a	laser	level,	place	a	sheet	of	guidelines	below	the	paper	youre	writing	on.	Align	the	laser	to	the	guidelines,	and	make	sure	everything	is	straight	before	you	start	writing.	You	should	now	understand	what	are
calligraphy	guidelines,	what	the	different	lines	indicate,	how	to	create	calligraphy	guidelines,	and	how	to	use	them	in	your	own	practice	or	projects.	Drawing	calligraphy	guidelines	isnt	as	fun	as	writing	calligraphy,	but	remember	theyre	essential	for	a	consistent	script.	Leave	a	comment	below	if	you	have	any	questions	or	more	tips	on	making
calligraphy	guidelines!	One	of	the	best	things	you	can	do	to	improve	your	calligraphy	right	away	is	by	using	guidelines,	and	in	this	article,	thats	exactly	what	Ill	be	showing	you	how	to	do.	Before	we	jump	straight	into	it,	lets	have	a	quick	overview	of	the	contents	of	this	article	What	are	calligraphy	guidelines,	and	why	do	you	need	them?	What	tools	do
you	need	to	draw	calligraphy	guidelines?	The	anatomy	(terminology)	of	calligraphy	guidelines	How	to	draw	calligraphy	guidelines	step	by	step	How	to	size	guidelines	(traditional	and	modern	calligraphy)	A	few	extra	tips	to	streamline	the	process	Final	words	Without	any	further	delays,	lets	jump	straight	into	it.	In	case	youre	a	complete	beginner,	I
highly	recommend	you	check	out	my	ultimate	guide	for	calligraphy	beginners.	Ill	talk	more	about	the	different	calligraphy	styles	and	guideline	sizes	later	on	in	this	article.	So	why	do	you	even	need	calligraphy	guidelines?	Calligraphy	guidelines	are	essential	for	your	calligraphy	practice.	One	of	the	key	elements	of	calligraphy	is	consistency.
Consistency	in	proportions,	heights,	angles,	etc.	Guidelines	are	extremely	helpful	in	maintaining	a	higher	level	of	consistency	for	your	calligraphy.	You	see,	while	you	write,	you	have	to	focus	on	a	bunch	of	different	things.	How	you	sit	Hold	the	pen	How	much	pressure	to	add	How	to	move	your	arm	How	to	form	the	letters	shapes,	etc.	Without
guidelines,	you	must	also	consider	maintaining	a	consistent	rhythm	in	letter	proportions,	heights,	angles,	etc.	You	can	still	write	without	guidelines,	but	you	will	struggle	without	them,	especially	if	you	plan	to	write	more	than	two	words.	Here	is	an	example	where	I	wrote	the	same	word.	One	is	with,	and	the	other	one	is	without	guidelines,	and	I	think
it	clearly	demonstrates	the	difference.	Ive	added	the	guidelines	on	the	example	above	after	I	wrote	the	word.	To	demonstrate	how	inconsistent	it	is.	I	continuously	recommend	using	guidelines,	especially	considering	how	quickly	and	easily	you	can	create	them	from	scratch.	In	fact,	in	my	experience,	not	using	guidelines	is	one	of	the	most	frequent
reasons	why	beginners	struggle	to	improve.	With	that	in	mind,	lets	proceed	to	the	next	section.	Check	out	my	workbook,	From	Strokes	to	Style	its	packed	with	everything	you	need	to	go	from	basic	strokes	to	your	own	lettering	style.	To	create	calligraphy	guidelines,	you	will	need	just	a	few	essential	calligraphy	tools.	In	short	the	tools,	you	will	need
are	(links	to	Amazon)	Ill	provide	a	few	recommendations	for	those	looking	to	stock	up	on	some	of	these	items.	The	paper	depends	on	the	writing	tool	you	are	using.	To	not	go	too	deep	into	this	topic	(i	already	did	here),	here	is	a	quick	recommendation	for	the	paper	selection	For	brush	and	other	felt	tip	pens	For	broad-edge	nibs,	fountain	pens	(e.g.,
Pilot	Parallel	Pen),	and	pointed	nibs	Canson	Watercolor	paper	Rhodia	pads	I	wrote	a	separate	in-depth	guide	on	the	best	calligraphy	papers	you	can	check	out.	As	for	the	ruler,	you	can	use	any	ruler	you	have	at	hand.	However,	when	we	talk	about	calligraphy,	I	recommend	either	a	T-square	ruler	or	my	personal	favorite	The	Rolling	Ruler.	Its	like	a
regular	ruler	but	with	a	cylinder	on	the	backside	that	allows	you	to	draw	straight	parallel	lines	quickly	and	efficiently.	It	is	extremely	helpful	when	it	comes	to	creating	calligraphy	and	lettering	guidelines.	I	love	it,	and	I	use	it	all	the	time.	I	think	its	an	excellent	investment	for	any	calligraphers	toolbox.	The	pencil	can	also	be	whatever	you	have	at	hand.
Just	make	sure	to	draw	the	guidelines	lightly	so	you	can	easily	erase	them	once	you	are	done.	I	personally	use	a	Staedtler	mechanical	pencil	with	0.5	HB	lead.	It	always	gives	me	nice	sharp	and	light	lines,	which	are	then	super	easily	removed.	Did	you	know	that	the	pencil	is	so	awesome	that	you	can	actually	use	it	to	do	calligraphy?	Before	I	show	you
how	to	draw	calligraphy	guidelines,	I	think	its	important	to	understand	each	lines	purpose	and	name.	Dont	worry.	Its	nothing	too	complicated.	In	the	image	below,	you	can	see	the	reference	image	with	the	guidelines.	Each	of	the	lines	has	its	own	number,	and	here	you	can	see	their	names	Baseline	The	line	where	all	the	letters	sit	(both	minuscule	and
majuscule)	Waistline	The	top	line	for	all	lowercase	(minuscules)	letters.	X-height	is	not	the	name	of	a	line	but	rather	the	height	between	the	baseline	and	the	waistline.	Cap	line	The	top	line	for	all	capital	(majuscules)	letters.	Ascender	line	The	top	line	for	all	ascending	letters	(h,	b,	k,	l,	d,	f)	Descender	line	The	bottom	line	for	all	descending	letters	(g,	j,
p,	q,	y)	Slant/angle	lines	These	are	the	lines	to	help	you	maintain	your	letters	consistent	slant.	As	you	can	see,	we	are	working	with	many	parallel	lines,	which	is	precisely	why	the	rolling	ruler	is	a	useful	tool	for	drawing	calligraphy	guidelines.	Quick	side	note	the	distance	between	the	slant/angle	lines	is	determined	by	you,	and	it	doesnt	determine	the
spacing	between	the	letters.	I	tend	to	keep	them	evenly	spaced	so	it	doesnt	distract	me	while	I	write	the	letters.	If	youre	interested	in	learning	more	about	what	the	different	parts	of	letters	are	called,	check	out	this	article	on	type	anatomy.	Ok,	now	that	we	know	what	lines	we	have	to	draw	(and	how	we	call	them),	we	can	proceed	to	the	next	section.
The	one	youve	been	patiently	waiting	for.	Drawing	guidelines	is	quite	simple.	The	thing	that	I	noticed	people	tend	to	struggle	with	is	how	to	size	them	correctly.	Ill	get	to	that	in	a	second,	but	first,	let	me	quickly	demonstrate	how	I	create	my	guidelines.	Align	the	ruler	to	the	top	of	the	page,	and	slide	it	down	to	below	half	of	the	page.	Start	by	drawing
straight	horizontal	lines	from	bottom	to	top.	It	is	important	that	you	draw	all	of	the	lines	I	mentioned	in	the	anatomy	section.	You	will	need	(in	order	from	bottom	to	top)	A	descending	line	A	baseline	A	waistline	A	capline	An	ascending	line	Note	make	sure	your	ascending	and	descending	space	is	the	same	size.	Flip	the	ruler	vertically	and	create	the
angle	lines.	I	would	suggest	maintaining	an	equal	distance	between	them	so	you	dont	get	distracted	while	writing.	Write	out	your	letters.	Now	that	you	have	your	guidelines,	you	know	exactly	how	big	and	slanted	your	letters	should	be.	Dont	rush	and	write	out	your	word	by	following	the	guidelines.	Give	it	a	couple	of	minutes	for	the	ink	to	dry,	and
then	gently	erase	the	guidelines.	As	you	can	see,	creating	guidelines	isnt	difficult.	The	key	to	guidelines	is	knowing	how	to	size	them	correctly,	which	is	what	I	want	to	cover	in	this	part.	The	main	distinction	when	it	comes	to	sizing	guidelines	is	between	traditional	and	modern	calligraphy.	Traditional	calligraphy	scripts	have	well-defined	rules	when	it
comes	to	sizing	and	structuring	your	letterforms.	Modern	calligraphy,	on	the	other	hand,	is	more	open	to	personal	interpretation.	Lets	briefly	touch	base	with	traditional	scripts	through	a	few	examples,	and	then	we	can	proceed	with	modern	and	brush	calligraphy.	For	traditional	scripts,	we	use	guidelines	not	only	for	achieving	higher	consistency	but
also	to	get	the	correct	letter	proportions.	Broad-edged	scripts	have	a	clever	way	of	proportionally	sizing	the	letters	based	on	the	size	of	the	tool	you	are	using.	Instead	of	having	a	fixed	size	in	centimeters/inches,	the	size	of	the	letters	is	determined	by	nib	widths.	Here	are	a	few	examples	Blackletter	calligraphy	(Textura)	letters	(minuscules)	have	an	x-
height	of	5	nib	widths.	The	cap	line	is	usually	at	seven	nib	widths	as	well	as	the	ascending	and	descending	letters.	Italic	calligraphy	is	also	at	a	five	nib	width	for	the	minuscule	letters	and	a	seven	nib	width	for	the	capitals.	However,	the	ascenders	and	descenders	extend	for	a	total	of	10	nib	widths.	Copperplate	calligraphy	is	performed	with	a	pointed
nib.	Therefore	we	cannot	use	the	same	approach	as	we	do	with	broad-edged	scripts.	Instead,	a	general	rule	of	thumb	is	the	use	of	a	3:2:3	ratio.	The	letters	are	also	slanted	at	a	55	degree	angle.	One	of	the	things	I	like	about	modern	calligraphy	is	the	creative	freedom	you	have.	We	still	want	to	follow	esthetical	principles	such	as	balance,	contrast,
consistency,	etc.	Its	precisely	the	reason	why	even	with	modern	calligraphy,	you	still	want	to	use	guidelines.	So,	how	do	you	size	guidelines	for	modern	calligraphy	without	any	predetermined	rules?	The	answer	is	you	determine	the	sizes	and	angles	that	you	want	to	use.	What	matters	is	that	you	remember	to	draw	out	all	of	the	lines	I	mentioned	in	the
previous	section	(the	anatomy).	Here	are	a	few	examples	to	better	demonstrate	this.	Here	I	decided	to	have	an	equal	size	for	the	x-height	and	the	ascenders	and	descenders,	a	1:1:1	ratio.	As	for	the	angle,	I	went	for	a	20-degree	slant.	Here	I	used	a	3:1:3	ratio,	meaning	that	the	ascenders	and	descenders	are	three	times	bigger	than	the	space	between
the	baseline	and	the	waistline	(a.k.a.	The	x-height).	Ive	also	increased	the	slant	to	35	degrees.	Higher	descenders	and	descenders	are	helpful	when	you	wish	to	implement	calligraphy	flourishes.	Here	Ive	decided	to	make	the	ascenders	and	descenders	smaller	and	actually	reverse	the	ratio	from	the	previous	example	1:3:1	Additionally,	I	also	reduced
the	angle	to	15	degrees,	giving	it	a	very	soft	slant.	As	you	can	see,	once	you	know	the	needed	lines,	you	can	easily	switch	them	up	and	get	totally	different	looks	for	your	calligraphy.	If	youre	interested	in	learning	how	to	write	the	whole	alphabet	in	calligraphy,	check	out	this	tutorial.	Personally,	I	always	draw	my	guidelines	from	scratch	using	a	pencil
and	my	rolling	ruler.	Ive	done	this	for	a	very	long	time,	and	its	just	the	method	I	prefer	to	use.	That	being	said,	I	know	that	others	might	prefer	something	more	streamlined.	Here	are	a	few	methods	to	achieve	that.	Over	the	years,	Ive	stumbled	upon	several	calligraphy	guidelines	generators.	The	idea	is	simple,	you	create	your	guide	sheet,	and	then
you	print	it	out.	These	two	are	my	favorites	as	they	provide	a	live	preview	and	a	high	level	of	customization	Additionally,	you	can	also	try	these	These	guideline	generators	are	also	great	if	you	want	to	improve	your	handwriting.	The	marker	paper	I	mentioned	earlier	(in	the	tool	section)	is	excellent	for	both	brush	pen	and	broad-edged	tools.	On	top	of
that	is	relatively	thin	(only	70	gsm/18	lbs).	We	can	take	advantage	of	the	thin	paper	by	making	our	own	guide	sheet	template.	Grab	a	blank	piece	of	paper,	a	ruler,	and	a	black	fineliner.	You	can	then	use	the	guide	sheet	template	over	and	over	again	If	you	dont	have	a	thinner	paper	you	can	use	a	light	tablet	instead.	The	bright	light	from	the	tablet	will
shine	through	the	paper	without	any	problems.	With	the	light	tablet	you	can	even	use	regular	(thicker)	paper.	The	benefit	of	using	these	methods	is	that	you	dont	have	to	use	an	eraser	to	remove	the	guidelines.	Its	especially	beneficial	if	you	are	working	on	an	important	project.	I	personally	never	tried	it,	but	Ive	seen	many	calligraphers	using	it,	and
thats	why	I	included	it	on	the	list.	The	laser	line	level	seems	like	a	good	alternative	if	you	are	working	on	an	important	project	where	you	cant	draw	pencil	guidelines.	The	only	downside	is	that	you	are	only	working	with	a	baseline,	so	I	think	this	could	only	be	suitable	for	more	experienced	calligraphers.	Here	is	a	quick	example	by	@suzcunningham
View	this	post	on	Instagram	A	post	shared	by	calligrapher	(@suzcunningham)	Additionally,	you	can	sign	up	for	the	Lettering	Crate	and	get	instant	access	to	all	the	free	worksheets	currently	available.	There	are	worksheets	including	full	alphabets,	drills,	different	calligraphy	and	lettering	styles,	and	much	more.	Simply	drop	your	email	below	and
follow	the	instructions	(two	easy	steps).	And	there	you	have	it,	friends.	Thats	pretty	much	everything	you	need	to	know	about	calligraphy	guidelines.	Here	is	a	quick	recap	of	the	article	Guidelines	are	super	helpful	to	keep	your	letters	nice	and	consistent	The	rolling	ruler	is	the	best	tool	(IMO)	to	draw	guidelines	Understanding	the	anatomy	and
terminology	is	a	crucial	part	of	knowing	how	to	make	guidelines	Traditional	calligraphy	scripts	have	well-defined	sizes	when	it	comes	to	drawing	guidelines	Modern/brush	calligraphy	is	more	open	to	personal	interpretation.	You	decide	the	sizing	and	angles	of	your	letterforms	You	can	either	draw	your	guidelines	or	print	some	templates	using	one	of
the	generators	I	mentioned	above.	I	hope	this	post	was	helpful	to	you.	If	you	have	any	questions	about	this	topic	or	even	suggestions	for	future	tutorials	feel	free	to	drop	a	comment	below	or	even	shoot	me	an	email.	Until	the	next	one,	Stay	AWESOME!	Pin	me!	One	of	the	best	things	you	can	do	to	improve	your	calligraphy	right	away	is	by	using
guidelines,	and	in	this	article,	thats	exactly	what	Ill	be	showing	you	how	to	do.	Before	we	jump	straight	into	it,	lets	have	a	quick	overview	of	the	contents	of	this	article	What	are	calligraphy	guidelines,	and	why	do	you	need	them?	What	tools	do	you	need	to	draw	calligraphy	guidelines?	The	anatomy	(terminology)	of	calligraphy	guidelines	How	to	draw
calligraphy	guidelines	step	by	step	How	to	size	guidelines	(traditional	and	modern	calligraphy)	A	few	extra	tips	to	streamline	the	process	Final	words	Without	any	further	delays,	lets	jump	straight	into	it.	In	case	youre	a	complete	beginner,	I	highly	recommend	you	check	out	my	ultimate	guide	for	calligraphy	beginners.	Ill	talk	more	about	the	different
calligraphy	styles	and	guideline	sizes	later	on	in	this	article.	So	why	do	you	even	need	calligraphy	guidelines?	Calligraphy	guidelines	are	essential	for	your	calligraphy	practice.	One	of	the	key	elements	of	calligraphy	is	consistency.	Consistency	in	proportions,	heights,	angles,	etc.	Guidelines	are	extremely	helpful	in	maintaining	a	higher	level	of
consistency	for	your	calligraphy.	You	see,	while	you	write,	you	have	to	focus	on	a	bunch	of	different	things.	How	you	sit	Hold	the	pen	How	much	pressure	to	add	How	to	move	your	arm	How	to	form	the	letters	shapes,	etc.	Without	guidelines,	you	must	also	consider	maintaining	a	consistent	rhythm	in	letter	proportions,	heights,	angles,	etc.	You	can	still
write	without	guidelines,	but	you	will	struggle	without	them,	especially	if	you	plan	to	write	more	than	two	words.	Here	is	an	example	where	I	wrote	the	same	word.	One	is	with,	and	the	other	one	is	without	guidelines,	and	I	think	it	clearly	demonstrates	the	difference.	Ive	added	the	guidelines	on	the	example	above	after	I	wrote	the	word.	To
demonstrate	how	inconsistent	it	is.	I	continuously	recommend	using	guidelines,	especially	considering	how	quickly	and	easily	you	can	create	them	from	scratch.	In	fact,	in	my	experience,	not	using	guidelines	is	one	of	the	most	frequent	reasons	why	beginners	struggle	to	improve.	With	that	in	mind,	lets	proceed	to	the	next	section.	Check	out	my
workbook,	From	Strokes	to	Style	its	packed	with	everything	you	need	to	go	from	basic	strokes	to	your	own	lettering	style.	To	create	calligraphy	guidelines,	you	will	need	just	a	few	essential	calligraphy	tools.	In	short	the	tools,	you	will	need	are	(links	to	Amazon)	Ill	provide	a	few	recommendations	for	those	looking	to	stock	up	on	some	of	these	items.
The	paper	depends	on	the	writing	tool	you	are	using.	To	not	go	too	deep	into	this	topic	(i	already	did	here),	here	is	a	quick	recommendation	for	the	paper	selection	For	brush	and	other	felt	tip	pens	For	broad-edge	nibs,	fountain	pens	(e.g.,	Pilot	Parallel	Pen),	and	pointed	nibs	Canson	Watercolor	paper	Rhodia	pads	I	wrote	a	separate	in-depth	guide	on
the	best	calligraphy	papers	you	can	check	out.	As	for	the	ruler,	you	can	use	any	ruler	you	have	at	hand.	However,	when	we	talk	about	calligraphy,	I	recommend	either	a	T-square	ruler	or	my	personal	favorite	The	Rolling	Ruler.	Its	like	a	regular	ruler	but	with	a	cylinder	on	the	backside	that	allows	you	to	draw	straight	parallel	lines	quickly	and
efficiently.	It	is	extremely	helpful	when	it	comes	to	creating	calligraphy	and	lettering	guidelines.	I	love	it,	and	I	use	it	all	the	time.	I	think	its	an	excellent	investment	for	any	calligraphers	toolbox.	The	pencil	can	also	be	whatever	you	have	at	hand.	Just	make	sure	to	draw	the	guidelines	lightly	so	you	can	easily	erase	them	once	you	are	done.	I	personally
use	a	Staedtler	mechanical	pencil	with	0.5	HB	lead.	It	always	gives	me	nice	sharp	and	light	lines,	which	are	then	super	easily	removed.	Did	you	know	that	the	pencil	is	so	awesome	that	you	can	actually	use	it	to	do	calligraphy?	Before	I	show	you	how	to	draw	calligraphy	guidelines,	I	think	its	important	to	understand	each	lines	purpose	and	name.	Dont
worry.	Its	nothing	too	complicated.	In	the	image	below,	you	can	see	the	reference	image	with	the	guidelines.	Each	of	the	lines	has	its	own	number,	and	here	you	can	see	their	names	Baseline	The	line	where	all	the	letters	sit	(both	minuscule	and	majuscule)	Waistline	The	top	line	for	all	lowercase	(minuscules)	letters.	X-height	is	not	the	name	of	a	line
but	rather	the	height	between	the	baseline	and	the	waistline.	Cap	line	The	top	line	for	all	capital	(majuscules)	letters.	Ascender	line	The	top	line	for	all	ascending	letters	(h,	b,	k,	l,	d,	f)	Descender	line	The	bottom	line	for	all	descending	letters	(g,	j,	p,	q,	y)	Slant/angle	lines	These	are	the	lines	to	help	you	maintain	your	letters	consistent	slant.	As	you	can
see,	we	are	working	with	many	parallel	lines,	which	is	precisely	why	the	rolling	ruler	is	a	useful	tool	for	drawing	calligraphy	guidelines.	Quick	side	note	the	distance	between	the	slant/angle	lines	is	determined	by	you,	and	it	doesnt	determine	the	spacing	between	the	letters.	I	tend	to	keep	them	evenly	spaced	so	it	doesnt	distract	me	while	I	write	the
letters.	If	youre	interested	in	learning	more	about	what	the	different	parts	of	letters	are	called,	check	out	this	article	on	type	anatomy.	Ok,	now	that	we	know	what	lines	we	have	to	draw	(and	how	we	call	them),	we	can	proceed	to	the	next	section.	The	one	youve	been	patiently	waiting	for.	Drawing	guidelines	is	quite	simple.	The	thing	that	I	noticed
people	tend	to	struggle	with	is	how	to	size	them	correctly.	Ill	get	to	that	in	a	second,	but	first,	let	me	quickly	demonstrate	how	I	create	my	guidelines.	Align	the	ruler	to	the	top	of	the	page,	and	slide	it	down	to	below	half	of	the	page.	Start	by	drawing	straight	horizontal	lines	from	bottom	to	top.	It	is	important	that	you	draw	all	of	the	lines	I	mentioned
in	the	anatomy	section.	You	will	need	(in	order	from	bottom	to	top)	A	descending	line	A	baseline	A	waistline	A	capline	An	ascending	line	Note	make	sure	your	ascending	and	descending	space	is	the	same	size.	Flip	the	ruler	vertically	and	create	the	angle	lines.	I	would	suggest	maintaining	an	equal	distance	between	them	so	you	dont	get	distracted
while	writing.	Write	out	your	letters.	Now	that	you	have	your	guidelines,	you	know	exactly	how	big	and	slanted	your	letters	should	be.	Dont	rush	and	write	out	your	word	by	following	the	guidelines.	Give	it	a	couple	of	minutes	for	the	ink	to	dry,	and	then	gently	erase	the	guidelines.	As	you	can	see,	creating	guidelines	isnt	difficult.	The	key	to	guidelines
is	knowing	how	to	size	them	correctly,	which	is	what	I	want	to	cover	in	this	part.	The	main	distinction	when	it	comes	to	sizing	guidelines	is	between	traditional	and	modern	calligraphy.	Traditional	calligraphy	scripts	have	well-defined	rules	when	it	comes	to	sizing	and	structuring	your	letterforms.	Modern	calligraphy,	on	the	other	hand,	is	more	open	to
personal	interpretation.	Lets	briefly	touch	base	with	traditional	scripts	through	a	few	examples,	and	then	we	can	proceed	with	modern	and	brush	calligraphy.	For	traditional	scripts,	we	use	guidelines	not	only	for	achieving	higher	consistency	but	also	to	get	the	correct	letter	proportions.	Broad-edged	scripts	have	a	clever	way	of	proportionally	sizing
the	letters	based	on	the	size	of	the	tool	you	are	using.	Instead	of	having	a	fixed	size	in	centimeters/inches,	the	size	of	the	letters	is	determined	by	nib	widths.	Here	are	a	few	examples	Blackletter	calligraphy	(Textura)	letters	(minuscules)	have	an	x-height	of	5	nib	widths.	The	cap	line	is	usually	at	seven	nib	widths	as	well	as	the	ascending	and
descending	letters.	Italic	calligraphy	is	also	at	a	five	nib	width	for	the	minuscule	letters	and	a	seven	nib	width	for	the	capitals.	However,	the	ascenders	and	descenders	extend	for	a	total	of	10	nib	widths.	Copperplate	calligraphy	is	performed	with	a	pointed	nib.	Therefore	we	cannot	use	the	same	approach	as	we	do	with	broad-edged	scripts.	Instead,	a



general	rule	of	thumb	is	the	use	of	a	3:2:3	ratio.	The	letters	are	also	slanted	at	a	55	degree	angle.	One	of	the	things	I	like	about	modern	calligraphy	is	the	creative	freedom	you	have.	We	still	want	to	follow	esthetical	principles	such	as	balance,	contrast,	consistency,	etc.	Its	precisely	the	reason	why	even	with	modern	calligraphy,	you	still	want	to	use
guidelines.	So,	how	do	you	size	guidelines	for	modern	calligraphy	without	any	predetermined	rules?	The	answer	is	you	determine	the	sizes	and	angles	that	you	want	to	use.	What	matters	is	that	you	remember	to	draw	out	all	of	the	lines	I	mentioned	in	the	previous	section	(the	anatomy).	Here	are	a	few	examples	to	better	demonstrate	this.	Here	I
decided	to	have	an	equal	size	for	the	x-height	and	the	ascenders	and	descenders,	a	1:1:1	ratio.	As	for	the	angle,	I	went	for	a	20-degree	slant.	Here	I	used	a	3:1:3	ratio,	meaning	that	the	ascenders	and	descenders	are	three	times	bigger	than	the	space	between	the	baseline	and	the	waistline	(a.k.a.	The	x-height).	Ive	also	increased	the	slant	to	35
degrees.	Higher	descenders	and	descenders	are	helpful	when	you	wish	to	implement	calligraphy	flourishes.	Here	Ive	decided	to	make	the	ascenders	and	descenders	smaller	and	actually	reverse	the	ratio	from	the	previous	example	1:3:1	Additionally,	I	also	reduced	the	angle	to	15	degrees,	giving	it	a	very	soft	slant.	As	you	can	see,	once	you	know	the
needed	lines,	you	can	easily	switch	them	up	and	get	totally	different	looks	for	your	calligraphy.	If	youre	interested	in	learning	how	to	write	the	whole	alphabet	in	calligraphy,	check	out	this	tutorial.	Personally,	I	always	draw	my	guidelines	from	scratch	using	a	pencil	and	my	rolling	ruler.	Ive	done	this	for	a	very	long	time,	and	its	just	the	method	I	prefer
to	use.	That	being	said,	I	know	that	others	might	prefer	something	more	streamlined.	Here	are	a	few	methods	to	achieve	that.	Over	the	years,	Ive	stumbled	upon	several	calligraphy	guidelines	generators.	The	idea	is	simple,	you	create	your	guide	sheet,	and	then	you	print	it	out.	These	two	are	my	favorites	as	they	provide	a	live	preview	and	a	high	level
of	customization	Additionally,	you	can	also	try	these	These	guideline	generators	are	also	great	if	you	want	to	improve	your	handwriting.	The	marker	paper	I	mentioned	earlier	(in	the	tool	section)	is	excellent	for	both	brush	pen	and	broad-edged	tools.	On	top	of	that	is	relatively	thin	(only	70	gsm/18	lbs).	We	can	take	advantage	of	the	thin	paper	by
making	our	own	guide	sheet	template.	Grab	a	blank	piece	of	paper,	a	ruler,	and	a	black	fineliner.	You	can	then	use	the	guide	sheet	template	over	and	over	again	If	you	dont	have	a	thinner	paper	you	can	use	a	light	tablet	instead.	The	bright	light	from	the	tablet	will	shine	through	the	paper	without	any	problems.	With	the	light	tablet	you	can	even	use
regular	(thicker)	paper.	The	benefit	of	using	these	methods	is	that	you	dont	have	to	use	an	eraser	to	remove	the	guidelines.	Its	especially	beneficial	if	you	are	working	on	an	important	project.	I	personally	never	tried	it,	but	Ive	seen	many	calligraphers	using	it,	and	thats	why	I	included	it	on	the	list.	The	laser	line	level	seems	like	a	good	alternative	if
you	are	working	on	an	important	project	where	you	cant	draw	pencil	guidelines.	The	only	downside	is	that	you	are	only	working	with	a	baseline,	so	I	think	this	could	only	be	suitable	for	more	experienced	calligraphers.	Here	is	a	quick	example	by	@suzcunningham	View	this	post	on	Instagram	A	post	shared	by	calligrapher	(@suzcunningham)
Additionally,	you	can	sign	up	for	the	Lettering	Crate	and	get	instant	access	to	all	the	free	worksheets	currently	available.	There	are	worksheets	including	full	alphabets,	drills,	different	calligraphy	and	lettering	styles,	and	much	more.	Simply	drop	your	email	below	and	follow	the	instructions	(two	easy	steps).	And	there	you	have	it,	friends.	Thats	pretty
much	everything	you	need	to	know	about	calligraphy	guidelines.	Here	is	a	quick	recap	of	the	article	Guidelines	are	super	helpful	to	keep	your	letters	nice	and	consistent	The	rolling	ruler	is	the	best	tool	(IMO)	to	draw	guidelines	Understanding	the	anatomy	and	terminology	is	a	crucial	part	of	knowing	how	to	make	guidelines	Traditional	calligraphy
scripts	have	well-defined	sizes	when	it	comes	to	drawing	guidelines	Modern/brush	calligraphy	is	more	open	to	personal	interpretation.	You	decide	the	sizing	and	angles	of	your	letterforms	You	can	either	draw	your	guidelines	or	print	some	templates	using	one	of	the	generators	I	mentioned	above.	I	hope	this	post	was	helpful	to	you.	If	you	have	any
questions	about	this	topic	or	even	suggestions	for	future	tutorials	feel	free	to	drop	a	comment	below	or	even	shoot	me	an	email.	Until	the	next	one,	Stay	AWESOME!	Pin	me!	

Guidelines	used	in	lettering.	Guidelines	lettering.	Lettering	guides	in	technical	drawing.


