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4.8K	Views	Updated:	December	14th,	2021	Brass	is	one	of	the	most	popular	metals	for	home	decor,	especially	if	you	are	fond	of	the	old	world	style.	Its	coppery,	yet	a	little	more	gold.	Unfortunately,	brass	also	happens	to	be	one	of	the	more	high-maintenance	metals,	so	its	important	to	know	how	to	keep	brass	from	tarnishing.Brass	tarnishes	when	its
exposed	to	oxygen.	To	keep	brass	from	tarnishing,	clean	it	thoroughly	and	apply	a	clear	sealer	to	prevent	air	from	reaching	the	brass.	The	coating	wears	down	over	time,	so	reapply	it	every	four	years	to	keep	your	brass	shiny	and	beautiful.Protecting	your	brass	items	is	a	must	if	you	want	to	use	them	on	a	regular	basis.	Understanding	how	to	make
protection	against	tarnishing	simple	isnt	that	hard.	If	you	want	to	avoid	scrubbing	metals	day	after	day,	youll	be	proactive	in	preventing	tarnishing;	lets	talk	about	it.	How	To	Keep	Your	Brass	From	Tarnishing	In	order	to	get	your	brass	safe	from	the	ravages	of	oxygen,	you	are	going	to	have	to	treat	your	brass.	To	do	this,	follow	the	detailed	steps
below:	Start	by	rubbing	down	the	brass	with	a	soft	cloth	dunked	in	paint	thinner.This	removes	any	old	coatings	you	may	have.	Once	its	been	rubbed	all	over,	wipe	it	down	with	another	damp	rag	and	leave	it	to	dry	for	12	to	24	hours.	Next,	remove	any	current	tarnish	by	polishing	your	brass	with	salt	and	lemon	juice.	One	teaspoon	salt	to	1/2	cup	lemon
juice	will	suffice.	If	you	dont	have	lemon	juice	available,	you	can	use	vinegar.	Leave	the	mixture	on	for	10	minutes	to	work	away	the	tarnish.	Then,	polish	away	until	its	shiny,	then	wash	it	with	regular	soap	and	water.	Take	a	paintbrush	and	apply	a	coat	of	polyurethane	to	the	brass.Then,	let	it	dry.	Most	brass	fixtures	will	need	at	least	two	hours	to	dry.
Add	three	more	coats	of	polyurethane	before	you	assume	that	your	brass	will	be	safe	for	long-term	use.Though	polyurethane	does	fade,	it	will	take	years	before	you	have	to	re-up	on	your	coatings	if	you	follow	these	procedures.	Give	your	brass	a	full	24	hours	to	dry.Do	not	move	or	touch	the	brass	during	this	time.	A	Note	About	Using	Vinegar	On	Brass
If	youre	low	on	lemon	juice,	using	vinegar	on	brass	will	not	harm	itas	long	as	its	a	one-off	issue.	However,	its	important	to	note	that	regularly	polishing	your	brass	with	vinegar	can	pose	a	problem.	Vinegar	will	eat	away	at	the	zinc	before	it	starts	on	the	copper.	The	more	exposure	to	acid	brass	gets,	the	more	pronounced	the	issue	becomes.You	might
be	wondering	what	this	means	for	the	brass	you	have.	The	end	result	is	that	you	might	start	seeing	the	brass	turn	pink	over	time.	Some	also	claim	that	this	may	cause	your	brass	to	tarnish	faster	than	it	normally	would.	However,	theres	not	much	solid	evidence	to	this.	If	you	want	to	avoid	having	pink	brass,	skip	vinegar	unless	youre	really	hard-
pressed.	Are	There	Any	Easier	Ways	To	Prevent	Brass	From	Tarnishing?	There	are,	but	they	wont	be	as	permanent	as	polyurethane	coats.	The	most	common	way	to	make	sure	that	your	brass	doesnt	tarnish	as	frequently	is	to	polish	it	by	buffing	it	with	a	little	car	wax.	Much	like	how	it	works	to	protect	car	coats,	car	wax	can	act	as	a	thin	protective
coat.	However,	we	do	not	suggest	this	as	a	solution	for	brass	items	that	will	come	into	contact	with	food.If	you	want	to	use	your	brass	in	the	kitchen	or	want	to	go	with	a	slightly	less	chemical	option,	opt	for	linseed	oil.	Rubbing	brass	with	linseed	oil	gives	it	a	moisture-locking	coat	that	helps	prevent	oxidation.	This,	in	turn,	prevents	tarnishing	and
prolongs	the	polished	look	of	your	brass	in	a	pinch.	Is	Tarnishing	A	Sign	Of	Brass	Decay?	Though	tarnishing	is	unsightly	and	may	affect	the	feel	of	brass	fixtures,	its	not	a	sign	of	decay.	Even	tarnished	brass	can	last	over	1,000	years	with	the	proper	restoration	procedures.	Rather	than	assume	brass	is	decaying,	its	better	to	just	assume	that	the
tarnishing	youre	seeing	means	that	it	has	been	a	little	neglected.	What	Causes	Brass	To	Tarnish?	Oxidation,	pure	and	simple.	With	that	said,	exposure	to	oxygen	alone	is	not	the	only	thing	that	can	cause	the	brass	to	tarnish.	Exposure	to	salt,	in	particular,	happens	to	be	pretty	bad	for	brass	and	may	accelerate	the	oxidation	process.	This	means	that
exposure	to	things	like	saltwater,	rain,	and	similar	items	can	end	up	harming	your	brass.	Is	Tarnishing	Always	Removable	From	Brass?	Once	in	a	while,	you	might	have	an	item	that	looks	like	its	been	neglected	for	ages.	It	looks	beaten	up,	tarnished	to	all	heck,	and	it	may	even	be	barely	recognizable	as	brass.	While	it	may	look	bad,	the	truth	is	that	the
vast	majority	of	all	brass	can	be	cleaned	up	to	its	old	vigor	with	the	right	effort	and	tools.	Heres	what	you	need	to	know:	The	longer	an	item	has	gone	without	polishing,	the	longer	it	will	take	to	scrub	away	the	tarnish.You	may	need	to	leave	the	polish	on	for	longer,	use	a	baking	soda/vinegar	paste,	or	something	similar.	You	also	might	need	to	scrub
using	a	toothbrush	instead	of	a	soft	brush.	Do	not	use	a	heavily	abrasive	scrubber.While	some	abrasion	can	be	alright,	using	something	like	steel	wool	can	scratch	brass	and	metals	like	it.	Stick	to	toothbrushes,	rags,	soft	cloths,	and	microfiber.	(This	is	also	true	for	cleaning	bronze,	by	the	way!)	If	you	have	extensive	damage	to	your	brass	items,	you
may	need	to	get	a	commercial	restoration	kit.Commercial	restoration	kits	are	made	with	chemicals	that	are	strong	enough	for	heavy	cleaning,	but	gentle	on	brass.	Theyre	a	favorite	of	antique	restorers	as	well	as	professional	home	restoration	crews.	If	youre	having	a	lot	of	trouble	with	a	particular	item,	especially	mechanisms	like	hinges	or	locks,	it
might	be	best	to	call	a	professional	cleaner.	More	detailed	projects	like	these	might	take	more	work	than	you	initially	think.	Does	WD-40	Clean	Tarnish	From	Brass?	WD-40	is	not	just	a	good	cleaner	for	shower	doors;	its	an	amazing	cleaner	for	brass,	gold,	bronze,	and	other	metals.	(Then	again,	thats	to	be	expected	considering	that	WD-40	was
primarily	made	as	a	polish	and	lubricant	for	metals	and	automotive	work.)	Its	a	truly	remarkable	polish	and	tarnish	remover	that	can	be	used	on	almost	any	brass	fixture.Using	it	is	easy	as	pie.	Start	off	by	spraying	WD-40	liberally	all	over	the	brass	item.You	want	to	coat	it	completely.	To	reduce	messes,	do	this	procedure	outside,	ideally	on	stone	or
metal.	If	you	cant	do	this	outside,	do	it	indoors	in	your	workshop.	Let	the	WD-40	sink	in	for	10	to	30	minutes.	This	is	a	must	if	you	want	to	loosen	up	the	tarnish.	Smaller	problems	can	go	for	a	shorter	time.	Brass	items	that	have	extensive	tarnishing	will	need	30	minutes	or	more.	Take	a	clean	rag	and	rub	the	item	in	question	with	it.	Rubbing	in	gentle
circles	is	key,	though	you	may	need	to	do	a	little	more	work	with	stubborn	stains.	Thankfully,	enough	WD-40	will	make	most	tarnish	break	apart.	Continue	to	buff	the	item	in	circles	until	the	WD-40	removes	all	the	tarnish.You	should	see	WD-40	dry	up	as	it	does	its	magic.	From	there,	you	should	have	a	sparkling	clean	brass	item.	Commercial	Products
That	Polish	Brass	If	you	simply	want	to	hop	over	to	the	home	improvement	store	and	purchase	something	to	polish	your	brass,	youll	find	several	options.Heres	a	list	of	popular	products	you	can	use	for	polishing	your	brass:	Bar	Keepers	Friend	Brasso	Wrights	Brass	Polish	Twinkle	Brass	&	Copper	Cleaning	Kit	Blue	Magic	Though	its	not	one	of	the	most
conventional	ways	to	clean	brass,	it	is	absolutely	possible	to	use	ketchup	to	clean	your	brass	fixtures.	The	acids	from	tomatoes	are	enough	to	melt	away	most	of	the	dirt	and	grime	that	attaches	itself	to	the	brass.	To	use	it,	apply	the	ketchup	directly	to	the	brass,	let	it	sit	for	10	minutes,	and	scrub.It	is	worth	noting	that	the	salt	from	the	ketchup	can
make	the	brass	tarnish	a	little	faster	if	you	do	not	rinse	it	off.	To	further	protect	your	brass,	use	salt-free	ketchup	if	at	all	possible.Other	kitchen	staples	that	can	polish	brass	are	a	combination	of	lemon	and	baking	soda,	lemon	and	salt,	or	flour,	salt,	and	white	vinegar.	You	can	mix	one	teaspoon	of	baking	soda	with	the	juice	from	half	a	lemon	to	make	a
paste.	Apply	it	to	the	brass	with	a	soft	cloth,	let	it	sit	for	about	30	minutes,	then	rinse	with	warm	water	and	dry.Or,	you	can	cut	a	lemon	in	half	and	cover	it	with	salt,	about	one	teaspoon.	Use	the	lemon	as	a	polisher	on	your	brass,	squeezing	as	you	rub	it	on,	then	rinse	with	warm	water	and	dry.	Lastly.	you	can	mix	equal	parts	of	flour,	salt,	and	vinegar
into	a	paste	and	apply	to	your	brass.	Leave	it	on	for	about	an	hour,	then	rinse	with	warm	water	and	dry.Does	brass	turn	your	skin	green?Due	to	the	high	content	of	copper	in	brass,	its	possible	to	have	your	fingers	or	wrists	turn	green	if	you	wear	them	as	part	of	your	jewelry.	In	order	to	prevent	this	from	happening,	most	jewelers	will	coat	their	jewelry
with	a	protective	layer	of	polyurethane.	However,	its	possible	to	have	this	coating	wear	off	from	time	to	time.	Further	protective	treatments	may	be	necessary.What	causes	the	black	spots	visible	on	brass?When	you	see	black	spots	on	your	brass,	thats	a	sign	that	the	copper	in	the	brass	has	oxidized.	Thankfully,	this	is	pretty	safe	and	can	be	removed
easily.	Meanwhile,	if	you	notice	powdery	green	spots	that	are	rapidly	spreading	throughout	the	item,	you	may	have	active	corrosion.When	working	with	brass,	its	important	to	differentiate	between	active	and	safe	corrosion.	Active	corrosion	needs	to	be	addressed	quickly,	by	a	professional,	in	order	to	ensure	that	your	brass	will	remain	usable	for	years
to	come.	Safe	tarnishing,	on	the	other	hand,	will	be	fine	with	a	cleaning.	Published	February	20th,	2021	9:28	AM	The	type	of	brass	and	finish	determines	how	and	when	to	clean	it.Vinegar	removes	tarnish,	but	use	this	pantry	item	cautiously	when	cleaning	brass.Regular	dusting	and	infrequent	handling	of	brass	minimize	tarnish.	Confused	about	how	to
clean	brass?	If	not	kept	up	correctly,	brass	can	get	worn	down	as	the	years	go	by.	When	uncoated	brass	comes	in	contact	with	oxygen	or	oils	from	our	skin,	it	tarnishes.	While	tarnish	isn't	usually	corrosive,	it	darkens	and	dulls	the	surface.	Some	people	prefer	the	vintage	look	of	unpolished	brass,	but	it's	worth	knowing	how	to	clean	brass	so	that	you
can	achieve	a	freshened-up	look.	And	the	good	news	is	that	you	probably	already	have	some	natural	cleaning	supplies	to	clean	brass	and	make	it	shine	like	new.	Before	you	start	cleaning,	make	sure	you	know	exactly	what	you're	working	with.	Is	your	item	solid	brass	or	brass-plated?	Does	the	brass	have	a	protective	finish	like	lacquer	or	polyurethane
sealer?	Solid	brass	withstands	years	of	cleaning	and	polishing	without	excessive	wear.	Not	sure	if	you're	dealing	with	solid	brass?	Hold	a	magnet	to	the	surface	and	see	what	happens.	A	magnet	won't	stick	to	solid	brass.	Brass-plated	items	have	only	a	thin	layer	of	brass	over	another,	usually	less	expensive,	metal.	A	magnet	test	works	here,	too.	If	a
magnet	sticks	to	the	item	in	question,	then	the	brass	is	just	plating.	Use	care	and	a	light	touch	when	cleaning	brass-plated	pieces.Lacquered	or	sealed	brass	should	only	be	dusted	or	wiped	with	a	damp	cloth	to	prevent	damage	and	chipping	to	the	coating.	Damage	to	the	coating	will	allow	oxygen	to	reach	the	metal	and	tarnish	to	appear.	Brass	that	is
handled	often	is	going	to	tarnish	more	quickly.	To	keep	brass	hardware	on	doors,	cabinets,	and	sink	fixtures	shiny,	clean	and	polish	them	monthly.	Decorative	objects	should	be	cleaned	at	least	yearly	or	as	tarnish	appears.	Lacquered	brass	items	only	require	dusting	and	gentle	wiping	with	a	damp	cloth	as	needed.	If	you've	ever	polished	a	copper	pot
with	a	lemon	dipped	in	salt,	you	can	do	the	same	with	brass.	Since	brass	is	an	alloy	that	contains	copper,	the	citric	acid	in	a	lemon	breaks	the	bond	of	the	tarnish	on	the	surface	of	brass,	while	the	salt	acts	as	a	mild	abrasive.	You	can	use	a	fresh	lemon	or	make	a	paste	with	bottled	lemon	juice.	Credit:	Carson	Downing;	Props:	Joseph	WanekLiquid	dish
soapLemonTable	saltSpongeMicrofiber	cloth	Credit:	Carson	Downing;	Props:	Joseph	Wanek	Submerge	the	brass	item	in	warm,	soapy	water	(using	liquid	dish	soap)	to	remove	dust	and	grease.	If	the	piece	cannot	be	submerged,	dip	a	cloth	in	the	soapy	water	and	wipe	away	loose	dirt.	Credit:	Carson	Downing;	Props:	Joseph	Wanek	Slice	a	lemon	in	half
and	dip	the	cut	edges	in	table	salt.	Rub	the	salt-coated	lemon	over	the	surface	of	the	brass.	Reapply	salt	as	needed.	Credit:	Carson	Downing;	Props:	Joseph	Wanek	Make	a	paste	with	one	cup	of	salt	with	one-fourth	cup	of	lemon	juice.	Apply	the	paste	to	the	brass	with	a	sponge	or	cloth	and	let	it	sit	for	30	minutes	before	scrubbing	the	item	clean	with	a
damp	sponge.	Credit:	Carson	Downing;	Props:	Joseph	Wanek	When	the	tarnish	is	gone,	rinse	the	piece	thoroughly	and	buff	the	brass	dry	with	a	lint-free	microfiber	cloth.If	you	encounter	some	particularly	tough	spots	on	your	brass	objects,	toothpaste	can	help.	Apply	a	little	bit	to	your	problem	spot	and	gently	scrub	with	a	toothbrush,	then	rinse	to	get
your	object	looking	good	as	new.	Polishing	your	brass	with	baking	soda	and	vinegar	is	a	time-tested	method	of	keeping	brass	looking	new.	Although	it's	a	great	cleaning	agent,	vinegar	can	dull	brass	if	left	on	too	long	or	if	you	scrub	too	hard.	Always	be	gentle	when	cleaning	with	vinegar	and	don't	apply	too	much.	Mixing	vinegar	with	water	can	help
tone	down	the	abrasiveness.	Credit:	Carson	Downing;	Props:	Joseph	Wanek	Liquid	dish	soapBaking	sodaDistilled	white	vinegarMicrofiber	clothsToothbrush	Credit:	Carson	Downing;	Props:	Joseph	Wanek	Submerge	the	brass	item	in	warm,	soapy	water	(using	liquid	dish	soap)	to	remove	dust	and	grease.	If	the	piece	cannot	be	submerged,	dip	a	cloth	in
the	soapy	water	and	wipe	away	loose	dirt.	Credit:	Carson	Downing;	Props:	Joseph	Wanek	Make	a	paste	of	one	cup	of	baking	soda	and	one-fourth	cup	of	distilled	white	vinegar	in	a	bowl	large	enough	to	accommodate	the	fizzing.	Credit:	Carson	Downing;	Props:	Joseph	Wanek	When	the	fizzing	stops	and	the	paste	settles,	spread	it	onto	the	brass	with	a
sponge.	Allow	the	paste	to	remain	on	the	brass	for	30	minutes,	but	no	more	than	one	hour.	Credit:	Carson	Downing;	Props:	Joseph	Wanek	Use	a	damp	cloth	to	gently	rub	away	the	paste	and	the	tarnish.	If	the	brass	has	detailed	carvings,	an	old	toothbrush	works	great	to	get	into	small	crevices	and	remove	the	tarnish.	Credit:	Carson	Downing;	Props:
Joseph	Wanek	Thoroughly	rinse	off	the	item	in	warm	water	and	buff	it	dry	with	a	lint-free	microfiber	cloth.	Prevent	spotting	and	tarnishing	brass	kitchenware	by	thoroughly	drying	the	items	after	washing.If	you	don't	have	lemons	or	vinegar	on	hand,	combine	some	baking	soda	with	ketchup	to	make	a	paste,	then	follow	the	cleaning	steps	above.
Cleaning	brass	can	be	daunting,	but	it	doesn't	have	to	be	that	way.	Keeping	your	brass	polished	will	make	cleaning	your	hardware	and	objects	easier	and	less	frequent.	Don't	handle	brass	objects	any	more	than	necessary.	The	oils	in	your	hands	cause	brass	to	tarnish.Dust	decorative	brass	pieces	regularly	to	prevent	tarnish	from	pollutants	in	the
air.Consider	using	a	polyurethane	coating	to	keep	decorative	brass	finishes	free	of	tarnish	after	polishing.	Frequently	Asked	QuestionsOxidation	is	the	greenish	or	bluish	tint	your	brass	objects	get	over	time.	This	tint	is	also	called	a	patina.	The	best	way	to	remove	the	green	tinge	is	to	use	a	cleaning	paste	of	white	vinegar,	salt,	and	flour.	Apply	the
mixture	to	your	brass	and	leave	it	on	for	about	an	hour,	then	scrub	and	rinse	with	warm	water.	Completely	dry	your	brass	hardware,	then	use	a	little	olive	oil	to	restore	the	shine	to	your	object.Coca-Cola	is	a	surprisingly	effective	cleaning	solution	for	brass.	Its	mild	acidity	works	against	corrosion,	which	protects	the	surface	of	brass	objects.	Just	make
sure	to	spot-test	before	dunking	your	object	in	Coke	to	ensure	it	doesn't	get	discolored.	To	clean	your	brass	with	Coke,	apply	a	small	amount	to	a	microfiber	cloth	and	scrub	the	object,	rinse	with	water,	and	dry	thoroughly.WD-40	might	remove	some	tarnish.	As	always,	spot-test	your	object	first	to	make	sure	the	WD-40	doesn't	damage	the	finish.	Make
sure	you	start	with	a	clean	cloth,	and	it	should	be	a	softer	variety	like	microfiber.	To	remove	tarnish,	spray	the	WD-40	on	your	cloth	and	gently	rub	the	spot	in	a	circular	motion.	Leave	the	cleaner	on	for	15	to	30	minutes,	then	wipe	the	object	clean	with	a	clean	cloth.Keep	your	brass	items	looking	their	best	with	these	simple	tips	for	preventing
tarnishing	and	restoring	a	bright,	attractive	shine.	From	seasonal	decorations	to	treasured	family	heirlooms,	there	are	certain	steps	that	can	help	shield	metals	like	brass	from	the	elements	and	keep	them	looking	beautiful	year-round.	Whether	youre	protecting	newly	purchased	decor	or	reviving	vintage	pieces,	weve	gathered	all	the	information	you
need	to	prevent	tarnish	and	maintain	sparkling	surfaces	on	everything	from	furniture	to	jewelry.	Keep	reading	to	learn	how	to	keep	brass	from	tarnishing	for	yearsand	generations!	to	come.	Needed	Materials	Soft	Cloth	or	Microfiber	Cloth	Brass	Polish	Lemon	Juice	or	Vinegar	Olive	Oil	or	Mineral	Oil	Non-abrasive	Cleaner	(Optional)	10	Simple	Step-by-
Step	Guidelines	on	How	to	Keep	Brass	From	Tarnishing	Before	you	begin	any	polishing	or	preventative	measures,	its	important	to	clean	your	brass	items	thoroughly.	Use	a	soft	cloth	or	microfiber	cloth	to	gently	remove	any	dirt,	debris,	or	fingerprints	from	the	surface	of	the	brass.	If	your	item	has	built-up	grime	or	tarnish,	you	may	need	to	use	a	non-
abrasive	cleaner	first	to	remove	it.	Be	sure	to	follow	the	manufacturers	instructions	for	best	results.	After	cleaning,	make	sure	your	brass	is	completely	dry	before	moving	on	to	any	polishing	or	protective	measures.	Any	moisture	left	behind	can	lead	to	tarnishing	over	time.	You	can	use	a	soft	cloth	to	gently	dry	the	surface	or	allow	it	to	air	dry.	Its
important	to	note	that	leaving	brass	items	wet	for	extended	periods	can	also	cause	tarnishing.	One	of	the	best	ways	to	prevent	tarnish	on	brass	is	to	polish	it	regularly.	This	removes	any	built-up	grime	and	creates	a	protective	barrier	against	moisture	and	other	elements.	Choose	a	brass	polish	specifically	formulated	for	your	type	of	brass	and	follow
the	manufacturers	instructions	for	the	best	results.	Some	polishes	may	require	rubbing	in	a	circular	motion,	while	others	may	work	better	with	a	gentle	back-and-forth	motion.	Water	and	moisture	are	brasss	worst	enemies	when	it	comes	to	tarnishing.	Avoid	leaving	brass	items	outside	or	in	humid	areas,	as	this	can	accelerate	the	tarnishing	process.	If
you	do	need	to	clean	a	brass	item	that	has	been	exposed	to	moisture,	make	sure	to	dry	it	thoroughly	and	polish	it	afterward.	But	its	always	best	to	keep	brass	items	in	a	dry,	climate-controlled	environment	to	prevent	tarnishing	in	the	first	place.	Proper	storage	is	key	in	preventing	tarnish	on	brass	items.	When	not	in	use,	store	brass	in	a	dry,	cool	place
away	from	direct	sunlight.	Avoid	storing	them	in	plastic	bags	or	containers,	as	these	can	trap	moisture	and	speed	up	the	tarnishing	process.	You	can	use	a	soft	cloth	or	acid-free	tissue	paper	to	wrap	your	brass	items	for	added	protection.	Its	also	best	to	store	brass	items	separately	from	each	other,	as	contact	with	other	metals	can	cause	chemical
reactions	that	lead	to	tarnishing.	Lemon	juice	and	vinegar	are	two	household	items	that	can	help	prevent	tarnish	on	brass.	The	acidic	properties	in	these	liquids	act	as	a	natural	barrier	against	moisture	and	grime.	Simply	mix	equal	parts	lemon	juice	or	vinegar	with	water	and	use	a	soft	cloth	to	gently	rub	the	solution	onto	the	brass.	Rinse	with	water
and	dry	thoroughly	before	storing.	Olive	oil	or	mineral	oil	are	two	natural	substances	that	can	be	used	as	protective	barriers	against	tarnishing	on	brass.	Simply	apply	a	small	amount	to	a	soft	cloth	and	gently	rub	it	onto	the	surface	of	the	brass.	This	will	create	a	barrier	that	helps	prevent	moisture	and	other	elements	from	coming	into	contact	with	the
brass.	Be	sure	to	remove	any	excess	oil	with	a	clean	cloth.	Its	important	to	note	that	this	method	may	not	be	suitable	for	all	types	of	brass,	so	its	best	to	test	a	small	area	first.	When	handling	brass	items,	its	important	to	be	gentle	and	avoid	touching	them	with	bare	hands	as	much	as	possible.	The	natural	oils	on	our	skin	can	transfer	onto	the	brass	and
cause	tarnishing	over	time.	If	you	do	need	to	handle	a	brass	item,	use	cotton	gloves	or	a	soft	cloth	to	protect	the	surface.	Its	also	important	to	avoid	harsh	chemicals	or	abrasive	materials	when	cleaning	or	polishing	brass,	as	these	can	damage	the	surface	and	lead	to	tarnishing.	Brass	items	are	best	kept	in	a	stable	environment	with	consistent
temperature	and	humidity	levels.	Avoid	placing	them	near	heat	sources	like	fireplaces	or	radiators,	as	extreme	temperature	changes	can	cause	tarnishing.	Its	also	best	to	keep	them	away	from	areas	with	high	levels	of	air	pollution	or	chemicals,	as	these	can	also	cause	damage.	You	may	also	want	to	consider	using	UV-filtering	glass	if	displaying	brass
items	in	direct	sunlight.	As	time	passes,	the	protective	barriers	youve	applied	to	your	brass	items	may	wear	off.	Its	important	to	regularly	check	and	reapply	any	oils	or	polishes	to	maintain	their	effectiveness.	If	you	start	to	notice	signs	of	tarnish,	simply	clean	and	polish	the	brass	again	following	the	steps	outlined	above.	Following	these	10	simple
guidelines	on	how	to	keep	brass	from	tarnishing	can	help	you	keep	your	brass	items	looking	beautiful	for	years	to	come.	With	regular	cleaning,	proper	storage,	and	protective	measures,	you	can	prevent	tarnish	and	maintain	sparkling	surfaces	on	all	of	your	treasured	brass	heirlooms.	By	taking	care	of	them	now,	youll	be	able	to	pass	down	these
timeless	pieces	to	future	generations	in	pristine	condition.	Additional	Tips	Avoid	Using	Abrasive	Materials	or	Harsh	Chemicals	When	Cleaning	or	Polishing	Brass.	If	Your	Brass	Items	Are	Heavily	Tarnished,	Consider	Taking	Them	to	a	Professional	for	Restoration	Services.	For	Everyday	Cleaning,	Simply	Use	a	Soft	Cloth	and	Warm	Water	to	Gently	Wipe
Down	Brass	Surfaces.	Make	Sure	to	Dry	Thoroughly	Afterward.	Keep	in	Mind	That	Some	Types	of	Lacquered	Brass	May	Not	Need	to	Be	Polished	as	Frequently,	but	Its	Still	Important	to	Follow	Proper	Cleaning	and	Maintenance	Guidelines.	If	You	Are	Unsure	About	the	Best	Methods	for	Caring	for	a	Specific	Type	of	Brass	Item,	Consult	With	a
Professional	or	Refer	to	the	Manufacturers	Instructions.	Overall,	Regular	Maintenance	and	Gentle	Handling	Can	Go	a	Long	Way	in	Keeping	Your	Brass	Items	Looking	Shiny	and	New.	So,	Take	the	Time	to	Properly	Care	for	Your	Brass	and	Enjoy	Its	Timeless	Beauty	for	Years	to	Come.	Happy	Cleaning!	Frequently	Asked	Questions	A:	Its	recommended	to
clean	and	polish	your	brass	items	at	least	once	every	few	months,	depending	on	how	frequently	they	are	used	and	the	conditions	in	which	they	are	stored.	If	you	notice	a	tarnish	or	a	dull	appearance,	its	best	to	clean	and	polish	them	immediately	to	prevent	further	damage.	A:	No,	its	best	to	avoid	using	harsh	chemicals	or	abrasive	materials	when
cleaning	brass.	These	can	strip	away	the	protective	layers	and	cause	tarnishing.	Stick	to	non-abrasive	cleaners	specifically	formulated	for	brass	or	natural	solutions	like	lemon	juice	or	vinegar.	A:	The	first	sign	of	tarnish	on	brass	is	a	dull,	darkening	of	the	surface.	This	can	progress	to	a	green	or	black	color	over	time	if	left	untreated.	Regularly	inspect
your	brass	items	for	any	signs	of	discoloration	and	address	them	promptly	with	cleaning	and	polishing	measures.	A:	Its	best	to	store	brass	items	separately	from	each	other,	as	contact	with	other	metals	can	cause	chemical	reactions	and	lead	to	tarnishing.	Use	a	soft	cloth	or	acid-free	tissue	paper	to	wrap	individual	pieces	for	added	protection.	This	will
also	prevent	any	scratches	or	damage	that	may	occur	from	them	rubbing	against	each	other	during	storage.	Conclusion	By	taking	the	above-mentioned	steps,	anyone	can	successfully	maintain	the	glimmering	shine	of	their	brass	and	keep	it	from	tarnishing.	To	prevent	any	future	discoloration,	simply	be	sure	to	think	ahead	and	take	actions	that	will
prolong	the	life	of	your	brass.	Reoccurring	maintenance	and	cleaning,	in	which	you	use	a	gentle	cleaner	such	as	organic	lemon	juice	or	vinegar,	paired	with	frequent	polishingall	while	avoiding	over-exposure	to	air	or	further	chemical	reactionscan	ensure	against	unwanted	oxidation.	By	following	these	proactive	methods	on	how	to	keep	brass	from
tarnishing,	your	brass	will	surely	remain	gleaming	for	years	to	come!	So	go	ahead	and	start	stocking	up	on	supplies	put	on	some	gloves	and	get	ready	to	restore	the	brilliant	shimmer	of	your	precious	metals.You	can	check	it	out	to	Weld	Brass	to	Steel	Edmund	Sumlin	is	a	skilled	author	for	Metal	Fixes,	bringing	6	years	of	expertise	in	crafting	a	wide
range	of	metal	fixtures.	With	a	strong	background	in	metalwork,	Edmunds	knowledge	spans	various	types	of	fixtures,	from	decorative	pieces	to	functional	hardware,	blending	precision	with	creativity.	His	passion	for	metalworking	and	design	has	made	him	a	trusted	resource	in	the	industry.Professional	Focus:Expert	in	Metal	Fixtures	:	Edmund
aesthetic	specializes	in	creating	durable	and	innovative	metal	fixtures,	offering	both	appeal	and	functionality.	His	work	reflects	a	deep	understanding	of	metalworking	techniques	and	materials.Sustainability	Advocate	:	He	is	dedicated	to	using	sustainable	practices,	ensuring	that	every	fixture	is	crafted	with	eco-friendly	methods	while	maintaining
high-quality	standards.In	his	writing	for	Metal	Fixes,	Edmund	provides	valuable	insights	into	the	latest	trends,	techniques,	and	practical	advice	for	those	passionate	about	metal	fixtures,	whether	they	are	professionals	or	DIY	enthusiasts.	His	focus	on	combining	artistry	with	engineering	helps	others	discover	the	true	potential	of	metal	in	design.A	few
simple	steps	to	keep	brass	shiny	permanently.	This	process	works	for	copper,	stainless	steel,	and	other	metals	too.	Never	polish	metal	again.	This	post	has	links	to	products	I	used	to	do	this	project.	If	you	click	on	those	links,	I	may	earn	a	small	commission	at	no	extra	charge	to	you.	Thanks	for	your	support.After	restoring	our	vintage	mid-century
dining	table,	I	loved	how	the	brass-tipped	legs	looked.	They	were	beautiful	and	shiny,	like	jewelry	for	our	dining	room.	The	mahogany	wood	grain	is	gorgeous,	but	those	brass	tips	were	what	your	eyes	noticed	first.	Unfortunately,	that	shine	lasted	less	than	a	month.Years	ago,	my	mom	had	a	beautiful	brass	garden	stool	that	looked	perfect	in	her
bedroom.	She	loved	it,	but	she	had	to	polish	it	every	few	weeks	to	keep	it	shiny.	Unpolished	brass	is	mottled,	brown,	and	ugly.	But	she	was	a	busy	mom	of	four	and	didnt	have	time	to	keep	the	beautiful	brass	stool	polished.	So	sadly,	she	spray	painted	it	turquoise.	If	only	she	has	known	about	Everbrite.I	found	Everbrite	Coatings	a	few	months	ago,	and
their	product	description	gave	me	hope	for	my	brass	table	legs	because	I	dont	have	time	to	polish	every	few	weeks	either.	I	contacted	Everbrite,	and	they	sent	me	a	sample	of	their	polishing	kit	in	exchange	for	sharing	my	experience	with	you.	And	I	honestly	have	to	say	that	I	am	amazed	at	how	well	Everbrite	keeps	brass	shiny	and	how	easy	it	was	to
apply.How	to	Keep	Brass	Shiny	in	4	StepsThis	post	contains	affiliate	links	for	your	convenience.	Read	my	full	disclosure	here.SuppliesClick	here	to	order	the	complete	kit	from	EverbriteOr	order	specific	products	from	Amazon:Everbrite	and	ProtectaClear	are	both	protective	coatings	from	the	same	company.	ProtectaClear	is	more	durable	for	surfaces
like	sinks	and	countertops.	If	you	want	to	know	which	would	be	best	for	you,	take	a	look	at	the	comparison	on	theEverbrite	website.Polish	the	BrassSo	you	do	have	to	polish	the	brass	one	last	time.	Get	it	as	shiny	as	you	possibly	can.	I	used	Maas	Metal	Polish,	and	it	actually	cleaned	up	the	tarnish	more	quickly	than	when	I	first	restored	the	table.
Probably	because	Maas	is	a	better	polish	and	its	only	been	6	months	since	I	last	polished	the	brass,	instead	of	decades.Like	most	polish,	I	rubbed	it	on	with	a	soft,	dry	cloth,	and	then	rubbed	it	off	again	before	it	dried,	taking	the	tarnish	off	with	it.	Rub	and	repeat	until	all	the	tarnish	is	gone,	then	buff	it	with	a	clean	cloth	to	make	the	brass	shiny.I	have
to	add	that	I	wish	I	could	have	gotten	my	brass	tips	smooth	and	even	shinier	(especially	for	their	close-up	pictures	here),	but	those	tiny	marks	you	see	are	dents	and	scratches	plus	the	texture	of	the	original	brass.	60+	years	of	being	stepped	on,	kicked,	bumped	by	chairs,	and	worse	has	taken	its	toll.	Oh	well,	it	adds	character,	right?	And	the	brass	is
still	beautiful	all	shined	up.Neutralize	the	PolishUse	EZ-PREP	Concentrated	Cleaner	and	Neutralizer	to	neutralize	any	acids.	Dilute	the	cleaner	with	water	and	wash	off	the	polished	brass.I	just	wiped	down	my	brass	tips	with	a	wet	rag	dipped	in	the	solution.	Then	rinse	off	the	brass	with	clean	water.Actually,	Maas	polish	doesnt	have	any	acids,	so	this
step	isnt	necessary	after	polishing	with	Maas	Metal	Polish.	It	is	necessary	with	most	polishes,	so	I	included	it	here.Clean	Off	Any	ResidueJust	before	applying	the	Everbrite	coating,	wipe	off	the	brass	with	denatured	alcohol.	This	will	clean	off	any	residue	that	might	prevent	the	coating	from	adhering	to	the	brass.	This	step	was	really	easy	and	just	took
a	few	seconds	to	wipe	down	each	brass	tip.Make	sure	you	do	this	in	a	well-ventilated	area.	The	denatured	alcohol	is	pretty	smelly	and	the	Everbrite	coating	is	even	worse.Coat	with	EverbriteI	used	a	cotton	pad	to	apply	the	Everbrite	Clear	Protective	Coating,	but	you	can	also	use	a	brush,	sprayer,	or	cloth	to	apply	it	too.	It	reminded	me	of	clear	nail
polish.	Its	easy	to	apply	because	its	self-leveling,	so	any	application	marks	evened	out.I	applied	2	coats	to	protect	my	brass-tipped	legs,	waiting	an	hour	between	coats.There	are	a	lot	more	detailed	instructions	and	safety	procedures	included	with	the	product	that	I	didnt	include	in	this	post.Make	sure	to	read	and	follow	all	of	the	directions.Did	It	Last?
My	ExperimentIm	always	skeptical	of	a	new	product,	so	I	came	up	with	a	test	to	see	how	well	Everbrite	kept	the	brass	shiny.	Each	side	of	my	table	has	three	legs,	so	three	brass	tips.	On	one	side,	I	polished	all	three	tips,	but	only	coated	one	of	them	with	Everbrite.	The	other	two	I	let	tarnish.	Six	weeks	later,	I	repolished	one	of	the	uncoated	tips	and
coated	it.	This	way	I	could	compare	brass	coated	over	a	month	ago	with	brass	coated	just	today	and	brass	thats	left	to	tarnish.Heres	my	results:The	left	tip	has	tarnished	without	any	Everbrite	coating.	The	center	tip	was	newly	polished	and	coated,	so	it	looks	shiny	and	beautiful.	And	the	right	tip	hasnt	been	polished	for	more	than	a	month,	but	it	looks
just	as	shiny	as	the	newly	polished	tip.So	Im	convinced.	Everbrite	keeps	brass	shiny	so	you	never	have	to	polish	it	again.	My	mid-century	table	with	its	brass-tipped	legs	is	back	to	looking	new	again,	and	I	dont	have	to	do	any	maintenance	to	keep	it	that	way	anymore.SaveSaveSaveSaveSaveSaveSaveSaveSaveSaveSaveSaveSaveSaveSaveSave	The	first
step	in	maintaining	your	brass	items	is	to	regularly	dust	them.	Dust	particles	can	accumulate	on	the	surface	of	the	brass	and	tarnish	its	shine.	Use	a	soft	cloth	or	feather	duster	to	gently	remove	the	dust	from	your	brass	items,	ensuring	not	to	scratch	the	surface.2.	Gentle	Cleaning	TechniquesIf	you	notice	your	brass	has	tarnished	or	become	dirty,	you
can	use	gentle	cleaning	techniques	to	restore	its	shine.	One	effective	method	is	to	mix	equal	parts	of	vinegar	and	water.	Dip	a	soft	cloth	into	the	solution	and	gently	rub	the	brass,	making	sure	to	cover	the	entire	surface.	Rinse	the	brass	with	clean	water	and	dry	thoroughly	with	a	soft	cloth.3.	Natural	Cleaning	AgentsAside	from	vinegar,	there	are	other
natural	cleaning	agents	you	can	use	to	maintain	your	brass.	Lemon	juice,	for	instance,	works	wonders	in	removing	tarnish	from	brass.	Simply	rub	the	lemon	juice	onto	the	brass,	let	it	sit	for	a	few	minutes,	and	then	rinse	and	dry	thoroughly.	Another	option	is	to	make	a	paste	with	equal	parts	of	salt,	flour,	and	vinegar.	Apply	the	paste	to	the	brass,	let	it
sit	for	half	an	hour,	and	then	rinse	and	dry.4.	Avoid	Harsh	AbrasivesWhile	it	may	be	tempting	to	use	abrasive	cleaners	or	scouring	pads	to	remove	tough	stains	or	tarnish	from	your	brass	items,	its	best	to	avoid	them.	Harsh	abrasives	can	scratch	the	brass	surface,	causing	irreparable	damage.	Stick	to	gentle	cleaning	techniques	and	natural	cleaning
agents	mentioned	earlier	to	keep	your	brass	looking	shiny	without	causing	harm.5.	Protective	CoatingsIf	you	want	to	prevent	your	brass	from	tarnishing	in	the	first	place,	consider	applying	a	protective	coating.	A	lacquer	or	clear	polyurethane	coating	can	provide	a	barrier	between	the	brass	and	the	elements,	preserving	its	shine	for	longer	periods.	Be
sure	to	clean	the	brass	thoroughly	before	applying	the	coating,	and	follow	the	manufacturers	instructions	for	best	results.6.	Handling	with	CareLastly,	its	important	to	handle	brass	items	with	care	to	avoid	unnecessary	damage.	Always	wash	your	hands	before	touching	brass	to	prevent	the	transfer	of	oils	and	dirt.	Avoid	placing	hot	items	directly	on
brass	surfaces	to	prevent	discoloration.	And	when	moving	or	storing	brass	items,	wrap	them	in	soft,	acid-free	tissue	paper	or	cloth	to	protect	them	from	scratches	and	tarnish.By	following	these	tips	and	tricks,	you	can	easily	maintain	the	shine	and	beauty	of	your	brass	items.	Regular	cleaning,	using	gentle	techniques	and	natural	cleaning	agents,
avoiding	harsh	abrasives,	applying	protective	coatings,	and	handling	with	care	are	all	key	to	keeping	your	brass	shiny	and	looking	like	new	for	many	years	to	come.	So	go	ahead	and	showcase	the	timeless	beauty	of	brass	in	your	home	or	office!Quanto	stato	utile	questo	articolo?0Vota	per	primo	questo	articolo!	Lemon	juice	and	baking	soda	are
powerful	natural	cleaners	on	their	own,	but	when	united,	this	dynamic	duo	removes	brass	buildup	with	ease.	Start	by	squeezing	the	juice	from	half	a	lemon	into	a	bowl.	Add	1	tsp.	baking	soda	and	mix.	With	a	clean	cloth,	rub	some	of	the	mixture	onto	the	brass.	Polish	and	buff	away	grime,	reapplying	the	mixture	as	needed.	Wipe	away	any	leftover
residue	with	a	wet	rag.	Then	dry	with	a	clean	cloth.Try	this	method	on	brass	items	that	you	can't	easily	soak,	such	as	doorknobs	and	knockers.	You'll	revive	the	shine	without	having	to	remove	any	hardware.	To	make	tough	stains	disappear,	combine	salt's	abrasive	power,	vinegar's	acid,	and	all-purpose	flour	as	a	thickener.	In	a	medium-sized	bowl,	add
1	tsp.	salt	to	1/2	cup	vinegar.	Stir	the	mixture	until	the	salt	dissolves.	Add	about	2	Tbsp.	of	flour	to	the	salt	and	vinegar	mixture	to	make	a	paste.	Rub	the	paste	onto	your	brass	object	and	let	it	dry	for	10	minutes.	Rinse,	wipe	clean,	and	thoroughly	dry	the	brass	with	a	clean	cloth.	Ketchup	provides	a	straightforward	method	for	reviving	old	brass,	thanks
to	an	acid	in	tomatoes	that	removes	tarnish.	This	simple	cleaning	hack	requires	only	the	condiment	and	a	few	clean	cloths.	Start	by	squirting	a	small	amount	of	ketchup	onto	the	brass	in	an	inconspicuous	spot,	such	as	the	bottom.	Let	it	sit	for	a	few	seconds,	and	then	wipe	clean	with	a	damp	cloth.	If	it	works	well,	repeat	the	process	on	the	remainder	of
the	brass	piece.	After	a	successful	test,	apply	ketchup	to	the	brass	item	and	let	it	sit	for	a	few	seconds.	Wipe	the	item	clean	using	a	damp	cloth.	Rinse	thoroughly	and	dry	with	a	clean	cloth.	The	gentle	abrasives	in	toothpaste	can	work	their	cleaning	magic	on	brass.	To	clean	brass	with	toothpaste,	pick	a	plain,	white	toothpaste	(you	don't	need	any	gels
or	fancy	flavors).	Apply	a	thin	layer	of	toothpaste	to	your	brass	object.	Let	it	rest	for	a	few	minutes.	Polish	with	a	clean	cloth.	For	tough	spots,	you'll	likely	need	to	use	a	bit	more	effort.	Feel	free	to	apply	extra	dabs	of	toothpaste	to	particularly	stubborn	areas.	After	the	brass	is	polished	to	your	liking,	rinse	with	cool	water	and	dry	with	a	microfiber
cloth.	Sometimes,	the	simplest	brass	cleaning	methods	are	the	most	effective.	If	you're	short	on	cleaning	supplies,	try	dish	soap	and	water	to	clean	tarnished	brass.	Make	a	warm	bath	for	your	brass	in	a	clean	container	and	mix	in	a	few	tablespoons	of	liquid	dish	soap.	Soak	the	brass	for	a	few	seconds.	Use	a	microfiber	cloth	or	clean	toothbrush	to
remove	any	stains.	The	warm	water	and	soap	will	do	some	of	the	work,	but	this	method	might	still	require	a	bit	of	elbow	grease!	When	all	the	tarnish	is	gone,	remove	the	brass	piece	from	the	soapy	water.	Rinse	and	wipe	dry	with	a	clean	cloth.	If	you	prefer	to	use	a	commercial	brass	cleaner,	be	sure	to	choose	one	that's	specifically	designed	for	brass.
You	can	easily	find	these	tried-and-true	brass	cleaners	on	Amazon	and	at	a	variety	of	other	retailers,	including	Brasso	metal	polish,	Bar	Keepers	Friend	Cleanser,	and	Mr.	Metal	liquid	polish.	Always	wash	the	item	with	mild	soap	and	water	to	remove	dust	or	other	debris	before	polishing.	Then,	follow	the	manufacturer's	instructions	carefully	to	clean
and	polish	your	brass	item.	Brass	polishes	typically	leave	a	protective	coating	on	the	surface,	which	helps	prevent	future	tarnish	and	discoloration.	To	keep	your	brass	looking	shiny	and	clean,	avoid	touching	the	piece	often	(the	oils	on	your	skin	can	accelerate	tarnishing),	and	use	a	soft	cloth	when	cleaning	or	polishing	to	prevent	scratches	on	the
surface.	Cleaning	frequency	is	determined	by	how	often	you	use	and	touch	the	brass	item.	Brass	jewelry,	dishes,	or	kitchen	items	like	handles	and	pulls	should	be	cleaned	monthly,	while	decorative	brass	items	that	aren't	often	touched	can	be	cleaned	once	or	twice	a	year.	Dust	and	gently	wipe	down	decorative	brass	items	with	a	soft	cloth	in	between
cleanings	to	keep	them	looking	shiny	and	new.	Frequently	Asked	QuestionsYes.	Spray	a	small	amount	of	WD-40	on	a	soft,	clean	cloth	and	gently	rub	it	into	the	brass	in	a	circular	motion.	Let	it	sit	for	15-30	minutes,	then	remove	it.	Be	sure	to	test	it	on	a	small	spot	first	to	ensure	it	won't	damage	your	piece.To	preserve	the	patina,	use	mild	soap	and
water	and	wipe	the	brass	gently.	Don't	use	abrasive	or	acid-based	cleaning	products	because	they'll	remove	the	patina.Vinegar	can	dull	brass	if	left	on	the	surface	for	too	long	or	if	the	brass	is	scrubbed	too	hard	with	vinegar.	Use	vinegar	sparingly	when	cleaning	brass,	and	always	use	it	mixed	with	water	or	other	products	to	minimize	the	abrasiveness.
Brass	items	have	a	timeless	charm,	bringing	a	luxurious	and	elegant	feel	to	homes	and	collections.	Whether	its	antique	dcor,	musical	instruments,	or	functional	fixtures,	brass	can	tarnish	and	lose	its	lustre	over	time.	Learning	the	best	ways	to	care	for	brass	items	helps	maintain	their	appeal	and	prolongs	their	lifespan.	Here,	well	guide	you	through	6
effective	methods	on	how	to	care	for	brass	items	to	keep	it	as	shiny	as	new.	Brass	is	a	metal	alloy	composed	primarily	of	copper	and	zinc,	known	for	its	warm,	golden	hue.	While	attractive,	brass	is	highly	prone	to	tarnishing,	especially	when	exposed	to	air,	moisture,	and	chemicals.	This	oxidation	can	create	a	dull,	greenish	layer	called	patina,	which
some	appreciate	for	a	vintage	look.	For	those	who	prefer	a	polished	shine,	regular	care	is	essential.	Cleaning	is	the	first	step	in	brass	maintenance.	Regular,	gentle	cleaning	keeps	brass	shiny	and	prevents	grime	buildup.	Soft	Cloth	or	Sponge:	Use	a	soft,	lint-free	cloth	or	sponge	to	avoid	scratching	the	brass	surface.	Soap	and	Water:	A	mixture	of	warm
water	and	mild	liquid	soap	works	wonders	on	brass.	Dip	a	cloth	in	the	solution,	wring	it	out,	and	gently	wipe	the	item,	targeting	dust	and	dirt.	Avoid	soaking	brass	items,	especially	if	they	contain	wood	or	other	materials.	Dry	Thoroughly:	Brass	can	spot	or	tarnish	when	left	wet.	After	cleaning,	use	a	dry,	soft	cloth	to	remove	moisture	and	prevent
watermarks.	For	small,	intricate	pieces,	consider	using	a	cotton	swab	to	reach	crevices.	Over	time,	oxidation	may	still	occur,	and	tarnish	can	affect	the	look	of	brass.	Here	are	safe	and	effective	ways	to	remove	it:	Lemon	and	Baking	Soda	Paste:	Mix	fresh	lemon	juice	with	baking	soda	to	create	a	paste.	Rub	this	paste	onto	the	tarnished	areas	with	a	soft
cloth	and	let	it	sit	for	about	1015	minutes.	This	natural	cleaner	breaks	down	the	oxidation	without	damaging	the	brass.	Rinse	with	water,	then	dry	the	piece	thoroughly.	Vinegar	Solution:	Vinegar	is	another	gentle	yet	effective	cleaner	for	brass.	Mix	equal	parts	vinegar	and	water,	soak	a	cloth	in	the	solution,	and	wipe	the	brass	item.	For	tougher	spots,
let	the	solution	sit	on	the	tarnish	for	a	few	minutes	before	wiping	it	away	with	a	clean,	damp	cloth.	Specialized	Brass	Polish:	Many	brass-specific	polishes	are	available	in	stores.	Apply	polish	as	directed	on	the	package	using	a	soft	cloth,	then	buff	to	a	shine.	Avoid	overuse,	as	frequent	polishing	may	wear	down	the	brass	over	time.	Preventing	oxidation
is	the	key	to	keeping	brass	beautiful	and	tarnish-free.	Following	a	few	simple	steps	can	help	extend	the	shine:	Oil	Layer	for	Protection:	After	cleaning	and	drying,	apply	a	thin	coat	of	baby	oil,	olive	oil,	or	even	beeswax	polish	to	create	a	protective	barrier.	This	layer	helps	repel	moisture	and	air,	which	causes	oxidation.	Store	in	a	Dry	Environment:
Brass	items	are	best	stored	in	dry,	well-ventilated	areas.	Avoid	damp	rooms	or	places	with	temperature	fluctuations.	For	seasonal	items	or	rarely	used	pieces,	consider	protective	storage	solutions,	such	as	those	offered	by	Keep	It	self-storage,	where	you	can	safely	store	brass	and	other	valuable	items	away	from	environmental	stressors.	When	cleaning
brass,	choose	products	that	are	gentle	and	safe	for	metal.	Avoid	harsh	chemicals,	like	bleach	or	ammonia-based	cleaners,	which	can	damage	the	brass	surface	and	strip	away	its	natural	sheen.	No	Abrasive	Tools:	Avoid	abrasive	materials	like	steel	wool	or	scouring	pads	that	can	scratch	brass.	Opt	for	non-abrasive	cloths	and	sponges	that	are	soft	and
gentle.	Use	Specialized	Brass	Cleaners	Carefully:	If	using	a	store-bought	brass	cleaner,	always	read	the	instructions.	Some	polishes	may	contain	chemicals	that	can	accelerate	tarnishing	if	not	properly	removed.	Follow	each	step	carefully,	and	always	finish	by	rinsing	the	item	and	drying	it	thoroughly.	Regular	maintenance	is	crucial	to	keep	brass
looking	pristine.	Schedule	a	routine	check-up,	especially	for	decorative	items	displayed	in	areas	prone	to	dust	accumulation	or	fluctuating	humidity.	Monthly	Dusting:	Dust	brass	items	monthly	using	a	soft	cloth.	Removing	dust	prevents	it	from	settling	into	small	grooves	and	reduces	the	need	for	frequent	deep	cleaning.	Biannual	Deep	Clean:	Twice	a
year,	perform	a	thorough	clean	to	remove	accumulated	grime	and	check	for	tarnishing.	Apply	polish	if	necessary,	and	reapply	a	thin	layer	of	oil	to	protect	the	brass.	For	Larger	Collections:	If	you	have	multiple	brass	items,	investing	in	appropriate	storage	solutions	will	keep	them	safe	from	environmental	factors.	Services	like	Keep	It	self-storage	offer
secure,	climate-controlled	units	perfect	for	storing	valuable	metal	items,	preserving	their	condition	over	extended	periods.	Brass	Kitchenware:	Brass	cookware	and	utensils	require	extra	care	due	to	frequent	handling.	After	each	use,	wash	with	soap	and	water,	dry	immediately,	and	apply	a	thin	layer	of	oil	to	prevent	moisture	exposure.	Avoid	acidic	or
highly	salty	foods	on	uncoated	brass	surfaces,	as	these	can	cause	corrosion.	Brass	Fixtures:	Light	fixtures,	door	handles,	and	railings	can	be	easily	tarnished	from	constant	touch.	Routine	cleaning	with	a	mild	soap	and	water	solution	followed	by	drying	can	keep	these	items	bright.	Regularly	buffing	them	with	a	soft	cloth	minimizes	visible	fingerprints
and	smudges.	Brass	Instruments:	Musical	instruments	made	of	brass	require	gentle	cleaning	and	polishing.	Special	care	is	needed	for	delicate	areas,	so	consider	using	a	polish	designed	specifically	for	brass	instruments.	Avoid	water	exposure,	and	store	instruments	in	cases	when	not	in	use.	Proper	storage	is	essential	for	maintaining	brass,	especially
for	collectors	or	those	with	seasonal	dcor	items.	Keep	It	self-storage	provides	safe,	climate-controlled	spaces	where	you	can	securely	store	brass	items	away	from	moisture	and	temperature	fluctuations	that	accelerate	tarnishing.	In	a	dedicated	storage	unit,	your	brass	pieces	remain	shielded	from	dust,	humidity,	and	accidental	damage,	making	it	an
ideal	solution	for	maintaining	your	collections	quality	over	time.	Caring	for	brass	items	may	seem	challenging,	but	with	regular	maintenance	and	the	right	techniques,	its	entirely	manageable.	A	consistent	routine	of	cleaning,	protecting,	and	storing	brass	items	will	keep	them	in	excellent	condition.	Whether	your	brass	pieces	are	decorative,	functional,
or	collectable,	taking	the	time	to	properly	care	for	them	will	ensure	they	remain	beautiful	for	years.	For	those	looking	to	protect	and	maintain	a	larger	collection,	Keep	It	self-storage	offers	reliable,	secure	storage	solutions	that	help	extend	the	life	of	your	prized	brass	items,	ensuring	they	remain	as	striking	as	the	day	they	entered	your	home.	Tips,
tricks	&	ideas	for	a	better	home	and	yard,	delivered	to	your	inbox	daily.	Brass	brings	a	warm,	burnished	glow	to	household	items,	ranging	from	switch	plates	and	door	knockers	to	bathroom	fixtures,	furniture,	and	even	kitchen	utensils.	A	strong	and	corrosion-resistant	metal,	brass	is	a	relatively	inexpensive	alloy	made	from	zinc	and	copper.	Its	bright
golden	color	has	made	the	material	incredibly	popular	in	home	design.	Like	any	metal,	brass	can	become	dull	and	tarnished	over	time.	The	good	news	is	that	all	it	takes	is	a	few	pantry	ingredients	and	some	elbow	grease	to	restore	its	shine.	Bobvila.com	may	earn	a	commission	from	purchases	made	through	these	links.	Working	Time:	1	hourTotal
Time:	1	hourSkill	Level:	BeginnerEstimated	Cost:	$0	to	$10	Before	you	start	cleaning	brass,	make	sure	that	the	item	you	are	cleaning	is,	in	fact,	brass.	Metals	like	steel,	zinc,	and	cast	iron	are	often	brass-plated	and	look	like	solid	brass,	but	arent.	If	you	attempt	to	clean	these	pieces	brass-cleaning	methods,	you	can	damage	them.	The	easiest	way	to
determine	if	the	piece	you	have	is	the	real	deal?	Place	a	small	magnet	on	the	metal.	Magnets	will	not	stick	to	solid	brass.	If	the	magnet	sticks,	the	piece	is	brass-plated.RELATED:	How	To:	Clean	Bronze	There	are	multiple	ways	to	clean	solid	brass	using	either	homemade	brass	cleaners	or	commercial	cleaners.	The	best	method	for	your	situation
depends	on	just	how	much	dust,	dirt,	or	tarnish	is	on	the	brass	piece.	Here	are	a	few	tips	and	techniques	to	try,	beginning	with	the	simplest.	Photo:	istockphoto.com	Start	cleaning	brass	with	hot	soapy	water	and	a	microfiber	cleaning	cloth.	Microfiber	cloths	comprise	many	tiny	fibers	that	have	a	knack	for	capturing	and	removing	small	particles.
Theyre	also	incredibly	soft	and	gentle,	so	they	wont	scratch	your	brass	piece.	Dip	the	cloth	in	the	water	and	give	all	surfaces	a	once-over.	After	that,	use	a	clean	toothbrush	to	tackle	any	crevices.	Rinse	with	warm	water	and	dry	thoroughly.	For	tougher	brass	stains,	try	ketchup.	Ketchup	contains	acidic	ingredients,	like	tomatoes	and	vinegar,	which
react	with	brass	tarnish	and	help	to	dissolve	it.	You	can	also	use	tomato	paste	and	tomato	sauce	for	the	same	reason.	Simply	rub	a	thin	coat	of	ketchup	on	the	brass,	let	it	sit	for	an	hour	or	so	to	work	its	magic,	and	then	clean	the	piece	with	a	microfiber	cloth	and	hot	soapy	water.	Another	way	to	clean	brass	is	to	make	a	paste	of	teaspoon	salt,	teaspoon
flour,	and	cup	white	vinegar.	Vinegars	acidity	works	to	dissolve	tarnish,	while	the	salts	gentle	abrasive	texture	can	remove	tough	stains.	Meanwhile,	the	flour	holds	it	all	together	to	form	a	paste	thats	easy	to	work	with.	Simply	apply	the	paste	to	the	brass	and	let	it	sit	for	up	to	an	hour.	Rinse	it	with	warm	water	and	buff	dry	with	a	microfiber	cloth.
Another	effective,	natural	cleaning	combination	for	brass	is	salt	and	lemon.	Lemons	acidity	combined	with	salts	gentle	abrasive	texture	work	to	dissolve	and	then	scrub	away	dirt	and	tarnish.	Heres	how	to	do	it:	Cut	a	lemon	in	half	and	remove	the	seeds.	Coat	the	cut	half	of	the	lemon	with	a	thin	layer	of	table	salt	before	rubbing	the	lemon	over	the
brass,	re-coating	the	lemon	with	salt	as	needed.	After	covering	the	entire	surface,	let	the	solution	sit	for	up	to	an	hour.	Rinse	the	item	with	warm	water	then	dry	and	buff	with	a	microfiber	cloth.	If	DIY	and	natural	methods	fail	to	clean	a	brass	item,	you	might	turn	to	commercial	metal	cleaners	and	polishes	like	Brasso,	Bar	Keepers	Friend,	Nevr-Dull,
Cameo,	Hagerty	and	Blitz.	You	can	also	check	out	our	roundup	of	the	best	brass	cleaners.	Just	beware	that	some	of	these	cleaners	and	brass	polishers	contain	potentially	hazardous	ingredients	such	as	oxalic	acid,	a	corrosive	agent	that	can	cause	headaches,	dizziness,	and	nausea	from	inhaling	fumes,	along	with	more	severe	nervous	system	effects.
Others	can	irritate	skin	or	cause	serious	eye	damage	if	they	get	into	the	eyes.	Instructions	for	how	to	polish	brass	with	these	metal	cleaners	will	vary	by	product,	but	they	typically	involve	applying	the	cleaner	to	the	brass,	letting	it	sit	for	up	to	an	hour,	then	wiping	and	rinsing	it	away.	Be	sure	to	follow	all	safety	instructions	listed	on	metal	cleaning
products,	such	as	wearing	gloves	or	working	in	well-ventilated	spaces.	Also	check	cautions	for	storage	to	prevent	combustion	or	accidental	poisoning	of	children.	Photo:	istockphoto.com	Toothpaste	contains	mild	abrasives,	like	baking	soda	or	hydrated	silica,	which	can	help	break	down	tough	brass	stains.	For	this	method,	all	you	have	to	do	is	squirt	a
small	amount	of	toothpaste	onto	a	microfiber	cloth	and	then	wipe	the	cloth	along	all	surfaces.	You	can	follow	up	with	a	toothbrush	to	scrub	small	crevices,	then	rinse	with	warm	soapy	water.	Like	toothpaste,	baking	soda	and	cream	of	tartar	powder	are	mild	abrasives	that	can	help	tackle	stubborn	brass	stains.	You	can	use	either	one	for	this	method.	To
start,	measure	1	teaspoon	of	either	baking	soda	or	cream	of	tartar	and	combine	it	with	2	teaspoons	of	lemon	juice.	Mix	it	up	until	it	forms	a	paste.	Use	a	microfiber	cloth	to	apply	the	paste	on	all	surfaces	before	rinsing	with	warm	soapy	water.	Photo:	istockphoto.com	To	keep	your	brass	looking	like	new,	bear	in	mind	the	following	tips.	Avoid	using
highly	abrasive	scrubbing	cloths,	metal-bristle	brushes,	or	steel	wool;	these	will	scratch	the	surface	of	the	brass.	To	prevent	tarnish,	apply	a	thin	coat	of	linseed	oil	or	mineral	oil	to	clean	brass	with	a	microfiber	cloth.	Remember	that	many	brass	objects	are	protected	with	a	lacquer	finish,	which	should	be	cleaned	only	with	hot	soapy	water.	If	these
pieces	are	heavily	tarnished,	youll	need	to	remove	the	lacquer	with	a	paint	or	varnish	remover.	Then	clean	and	polish	the	brass	using	one	of	the	techniques	above	and	re-lacquer	the	piece.	Avoid	touching	brass	items	as	much	as	possible;	oils	in	your	skin	can	hasten	tarnishing.RELATED:	Inspired	by	the	Olympics	2024:	10	Gold	Medal-Worthy	Accents
We	Love	for	Kitchens	and	Baths	Still	have	burning	questions	about	spiffing	up	your	brass?	Here	are	answers	to	popular	questions	about	brass	cleaning.	Q:	Does	brass	rust?	No,	brass	does	not	rust.	In	order	for	a	metal	to	rust,	it	needs	to	contain	iron,	which	reacts	with	water	and	oxygen	to	form	rust.	Brass	primarily	comprises	zinc	and	copper.	If	there
is	some	iron	present,	its	not	enough	to	create	rust.	Q:	How	do	you	prevent	brass	from	tarnishing?	There	are	a	few	ways	to	prevent	brass	from	tarnishing	and	maintain	its	luster:	Dont	touch	brass	pieces	very	oftenthe	oil	from	your	hands	can	lead	to	tarnish	Avoid	keeping	brass	in	humid	or	moisture-prone	areas	Regularly	clean	your	brass	with	a
microfiber	cloth	and	warm	water	Never	use	harsh	chemicals	or	highly	abrasive	cleaning	tools	Apply	a	thin	coat	of	linseed	oil	or	mineral	oil	to	clean	brass	with	a	microfiber	cloth	to	make	it	shine	Q:	How	do	you	clean	brass	jewelry?	Once	you	know	how	to	clean	brass	hardware	and	other	pieces,	you	pretty	much	already	know	how	to	clean	brass	jewelry.
You	can	generally	use	the	same	cleaning	solutions	and	methods	as	you	would	with	other	brass	pieces.	However,	its	not	recommended	to	completely	submerge	brass	jewelry	in	any	cleaning	solution	since	it	can	potentially	damage	tiny	components	like	adhesives,	or	even	some	gemstones.	And	since	jewelry	is	usually	more	delicate	than	other	brass
pieces,	take	extra	care	that	you	dont	scrub	too	hard	when	cleaning	brass	jewelry.	Q:	What	happens	if	I	use	solid	brass	cleaning	methods	on	brass-plated	materials?	Solid	brass	cleaning	methods	are	different	from	brass-plated	methods.	Brass-plated	items	should	typically	only	be	cleaned	with	hot	soapy	water.	Using	other	cleaning	solutions	or	rubbing
and	polishing	these	pieces	too	aggressively	can	remove	the	brass	plating	and	ruin	the	piece.	Periodically	cleaning	and	polishing	your	brass	with	a	microfiber	cloth	will	help	to	maintain	its	luster.	But	when	tarnish	and	stains	do	inevitably	appear,	you	probably	already	have	the	products	you	need	to	clean	it.	Once	your	brass	looks	like	new	again,	you	can
learn	about	other	metal	cleaning	methods,	like	how	to	polish	silver.	Whether	youre	selling	or	staying,	everyone	can	get	something	out	of	a	kitchen	update.	Learn	why	we	consider	this	renovation	the	Most	Valuable	Project	of	2025	and	how	to	stay	on	budget.	Brass	is	a	beautiful	and	versatile	metal	commonly	used	in	home	decor,	fixtures,	and	hardware.
However,	brass	tarnishes	over	time,	which	can	detract	from	its	aesthetic	appeal.	To	help	maintain	the	luster	and	longevity	of	your	brass	items,	its	important	to	know	how	to	prevent	tarnishing	and	how	to	properly	clean	and	protect	brass.	In	this	guide,	well	explore	the	causes	of	brass	tarnishing,	tips	for	cleaning	and	restoring	brass,	and	methods	to
maintain	and	protect	it	from	future	damage.Learn	how	to	keep	brass	from	tarnishing	with	our	expert	tips.	Discover	effective	cleaning	methods	and	maintenance	routines	to	maintain	your	brasss	shine	and	luster.Brass	is	an	alloy	made	from	copper	and	zinc,	and	like	copper,	it	is	prone	to	tarnishing	when	exposed	to	air	and	moisture.	This	tarnish	forms
due	to	a	chemical	reaction	called	oxidation,	where	the	metal	reacts	with	oxygen,	water,	and	other	environmental	elements.	Over	time,	the	surface	of	brass	can	become	dull	or	develop	a	greenish	layer	known	as	patina.The	tarnishing	process	begins	when	the	brass	reacts	with	the	sulfur	in	the	air,	moisture,	or	oils	from	human	touch.	While	the	patina
that	forms	on	brass	is	often	valued	for	its	antique	look,	most	people	prefer	the	shiny,	golden	appearance	of	polished	brass.	Therefore,	understanding	the	tarnishing	process	is	key	to	preventing	it.Understanding	the	causes	of	brass	tarnishing	is	essential	for	taking	preventive	measures.	Here	are	some	common	factors	that	contribute	to	brass
tarnishing:Exposure	to	Humidity:	High	moisture	levels	in	the	air	speed	up	the	oxidation	process,	causing	brass	to	tarnish	faster.	This	is	especially	common	in	coastal	regions	where	the	air	is	more	humid	and	salty,	both	of	which	contribute	to	rapid	tarnishing.	Pollutants	in	the	Air:	Sulfur	compounds	found	in	polluted	air	can	lead	to	faster	tarnishing	of
brass	surfaces.	Urban	areas	with	higher	levels	of	air	pollution	tend	to	see	brass	tarnishing	at	a	quicker	rate	than	areas	with	cleaner	air.	Touching	with	Bare	Hands:	Oils	and	acids	from	your	skin	can	accelerate	tarnishing.	Every	time	you	touch	brass,	the	oils	on	your	skin	leave	behind	residues	that	can	cause	oxidation.	Proximity	to	Chemicals:	Brass	can
tarnish	more	quickly	if	exposed	to	harsh	cleaning	chemicals,	salt,	or	other	reactive	substances.	Chemicals	found	in	everyday	household	cleaners	can	cause	discoloration	and	tarnish	if	they	come	into	contact	with	brass.By	understanding	these	causes,	you	can	take	steps	to	prevent	brass	from	tarnishing	and	keep	it	looking	pristine.Now	that	we	know	the
causes	of	tarnishing,	lets	dive	into	some	practical	tips	for	keeping	brass	items	in	excellent	condition.One	of	the	simplest	ways	to	prevent	tarnishing	is	by	regularly	dusting	your	brass	items	with	a	soft,	dry	cloth.	This	removes	dirt,	oils,	and	debris	that	can	lead	to	tarnish	buildup.	Avoid	using	harsh	chemicals	or	water-based	cleaners,	as	these	can
accelerate	the	oxidation	process.Regular	maintenance	involves	cleaning	brass	surfaces	after	use,	especially	if	they	have	been	handled	frequently.	Consider	using	gloves	when	touching	decorative	brass	items	to	avoid	transferring	oils	from	your	hands.Polishing	brass	on	a	monthly	basis	helps	to	maintain	its	shine	and	remove	any	early	signs	of
tarnishing.	You	can	use	a	commercial	brass	polish	or	a	homemade	solution	like	a	vinegar	and	salt	paste	(more	on	this	in	the	cleaning	section).	Make	sure	to	buff	the	brass	after	polishing	to	enhance	its	luster.A	frequent	polishing	routine	helps	keep	brass	items	bright,	especially	if	they	are	regularly	exposed	to	air	or	moisture.	Remember	to	use	a	non-
abrasive	cloth	to	avoid	scratching	the	surface.	When	polishing	intricate	or	detailed	brass	pieces,	use	a	toothbrush	to	get	into	all	the	nooks	and	crannies.A	protective	coating,	such	as	lacquer	or	wax,	can	act	as	a	barrier	between	your	brass	and	the	environment.	This	is	especially	useful	for	outdoor	brass	fixtures	or	items	exposed	to	high	humidity.
Coatings	are	a	preventative	step,	ensuring	that	your	brass	items	retain	their	shine	for	longer	periods	between	cleanings.Lacquer:	Ideal	for	outdoor	brass	items,	as	it	provides	a	strong	barrier	against	the	elements.	Before	applying	lacquer,	clean	the	brass	thoroughly	and	apply	thin,	even	coats.	Allow	each	coat	to	dry	before	applying	the	next.	Lacquer
can	help	protect	brass	items	that	are	in	areas	exposed	to	high	humidity,	such	as	bathrooms	or	outdoor	porches.	Wax:	For	indoor	items,	a	paste	wax	offers	a	softer,	more	natural	protection.	Apply	a	thin	layer	with	a	cloth,	then	buff	it	to	a	shine.	Wax	provides	a	more	subtle	barrier	compared	to	lacquer	and	is	ideal	for	decorative	indoor	pieces	that	dont
see	heavy	use	or	exposure	to	moisture.If	you	prefer	natural	methods,	beeswax	is	an	excellent	option	for	coating	brass.	Rub	a	small	amount	of	beeswax	onto	the	brass	surface,	then	buff	it	until	smooth	and	shiny.When	storing	brass	items	for	an	extended	period,	wrap	them	in	a	soft	cloth	and	store	them	in	a	dry,	temperature-controlled	environment.	This
will	protect	them	from	scratches,	air	exposure,	and	moisture.Avoid	storing	brass	in	damp	or	humid	environments,	as	this	can	accelerate	tarnishing.	Use	silica	gel	packets	or	other	moisture-absorbing	products	in	storage	areas	to	minimize	humidity.Tarnish	inhibitors,	such	as	anti-tarnish	cloths	or	papers,	can	be	placed	in	drawers	or	storage	areas	with
your	brass	items.	These	materials	absorb	moisture	and	sulfur	compounds	from	the	air,	helping	to	prevent	tarnishing	over	time.Anti-tarnish	papers	are	specially	treated	to	neutralize	harmful	gases	like	sulfur,	which	can	react	with	brass	and	cause	oxidation.	These	inhibitors	are	especially	useful	for	keeping	brass	jewelry	or	small	decorative	items	free
from	tarnish	during	long-term	storage.If	your	brass	items	have	already	tarnished,	dont	worry	there	are	several	ways	to	restore	them	to	their	original	shine.	The	key	is	using	gentle	yet	effective	cleaning	methods	that	wont	scratch	or	damage	the	brass.Before	cleaning,	its	essential	to	determine	whether	your	item	is	made	of	solid	brass	or	is	brass-plated.
You	can	do	this	by	holding	a	magnet	to	the	item	if	the	magnet	sticks,	its	brass-plated,	not	solid	brass.	Brass-plated	items	require	gentler	care	to	avoid	damaging	the	thin	brass	layer.Here	are	some	effective	DIY	methods	to	clean	tarnished	brass	using	household	items:A	classic	combination,	vinegar,	salt,	and	flour	can	form	a	powerful	brass	cleaner.



Heres	how:Mix	equal	parts	white	vinegar	and	salt,	then	add	enough	flour	to	form	a	thick	paste.	Apply	the	paste	to	the	tarnished	brass	and	let	it	sit	for	10-15	minutes.	Rinse	with	warm	water	and	buff	with	a	soft	cloth.The	natural	acidity	of	lemon,	combined	with	baking	soda,	creates	a	mild	abrasive	perfect	for	cleaning	brass.Cut	a	lemon	in	half	and	dip
it	in	baking	soda.	Rub	the	lemon	directly	onto	the	brass	item.	Let	it	sit	for	a	few	minutes	before	rinsing	with	warm	water	and	drying	with	a	cloth.Non-gel	toothpaste	is	another	excellent	option	for	cleaning	brass.Apply	a	small	amount	of	toothpaste	to	a	soft	cloth	or	toothbrush.	Gently	rub	the	tarnished	areas	in	circular	motions.	Rinse	and	polish	with	a
dry	cloth.If	natural	methods	arent	effective,	you	can	use	a	commercial	brass	cleaner.	Make	sure	to	follow	the	product	instructions	carefully,	and	always	wear	gloves	when	using	chemical	cleaners	to	protect	your	hands.If	natural	methods	arent	effective,	you	can	use	a	commercial	brass	cleaner.	Make	sure	to	follow	the	product	instructions	carefully,	and
always	wear	gloves	when	using	chemical	cleaners	to	protect	your	hands.Restoring	brass	is	about	more	than	just	cleaning	the	tarnish	its	about	bringing	back	its	original	brilliance.	Heres	how	you	can	restore	even	the	dullest	brass	items.Buffing	helps	remove	any	remaining	tarnish	and	restores	the	shine	of	brass.Use	a	microfiber	or	cotton	cloth	to	gently
buff	the	surface	of	the	brass.	Apply	a	specialized	brass	polish	or	a	paste	of	vinegar	and	flour.	Rub	in	small	circular	motions	to	achieve	a	smooth,	polished	finish.	Use	a	clean	cloth	to	wipe	off	any	residue.For	deeply	tarnished	or	scratched	brass,	more	aggressive	measures	may	be	needed:Use	ultra-fine	steel	wool	(0000	grade)	for	deeper	tarnish	or	fine
scratches.	Rub	lightly	to	avoid	removing	too	much	of	the	brass	surface.	Follow	up	with	a	polishing	cloth	to	restore	the	shine.Once	youve	cleaned	and	restored	your	brass,	proper	maintenance	is	key	to	preventing	future	tarnishing.	Here	are	some	helpful	tips	to	maintain	brass	in	top	condition:Dust	your	brass	items	regularly	using	a	soft,	dry	cloth	to
remove	dust,	fingerprints,	and	other	debris.	Regular	dusting	helps	prevent	the	buildup	of	dirt	and	grime,	which	can	speed	up	tarnishing.Polish	your	brass	items	once	a	month	to	maintain	their	shine.	Use	a	brass	polish	or	a	homemade	paste	to	remove	any	early	signs	of	tarnishing.	Be	sure	to	buff	the	brass	after	polishing	to	enhance	the	shine.Brass
tarnishes	faster	in	humid	environments.	If	possible,	keep	brass	items	in	areas	with	low	humidity	levels.	For	items	in	humid	environments	(e.g.,	outdoor	brass	fixtures),	you	can	protect	them	by	applying	a	thin	coat	of	lacquer	or	wax	(more	on	this	below).Preventing	tarnish	before	it	starts	is	the	best	way	to	keep	your	brass	looking	new.	There	are	several
methods	you	can	use	to	protect	brass	from	tarnishing	in	the	future.One	of	the	most	effective	ways	to	protect	brass	is	by	applying	a	protective	coating	like	lacquer	or	wax.	This	acts	as	a	barrier	between	the	brass	and	environmental	elements	that	cause	tarnishing.Clean	the	brass	thoroughly	before	applying	lacquer.	Use	a	spray	lacquer	designed	for
metals.	Apply	thin,	even	coats,	and	allow	each	coat	to	dry	completely	before	applying	the	next.Use	a	high-quality	paste	wax	designed	for	metals.	Apply	a	thin	layer	with	a	soft	cloth	and	buff	to	a	shine.If	youre	storing	brass	items	for	long	periods,	ensure	theyre	stored	in	a	dry,	temperature-controlled	environment.	Wrapping	brass	in	a	soft	cloth	can	help
prevent	scratches	and	exposure	to	air.Tarnish	inhibitors	are	cloths	or	papers	infused	with	chemicals	that	absorb	moisture	and	sulfur	compounds	in	the	air.	Place	these	in	drawers	or	storage	areas	with	your	brass	items	to	slow	the	tarnishing	process.Brass	is	a	stunning	material,	but	keeping	it	free	from	tarnish	requires	regular	care	and	maintenance.
By	understanding	the	causes	of	tarnishing	and	using	the	cleaning,	restoring,	and	protection	tips	provided,	you	can	preserve	the	beauty	of	your	brass	items	for	years	to	come.	Whether	you	prefer	natural	cleaning	methods	or	commercial	products,	the	key	is	consistency	regular	cleaning	and	polishing	will	ensure	your	brass	always	shines	bright.With	a
little	effort	and	the	right	techniques,	your	brass	fixtures	and	decor	will	stay	tarnish-free	and	gleaming,	adding	warmth	and	elegance	to	your	space.	Now	that	you	know	how	to	keep	brass	from	tarnishing,	you	can	confidently	care	for	your	brass,	knowing	that	it	will	continue	to	enhance	your	home	or	business	for	years	to	come.	

How	to	keep	brass	from	tarnishing	after	cleaning.	How	to	keep	copper	shiny	after	cleaning.	Shine	up	brass.	How	to	keep	brass	shiny	after	polishing.	How	to	keep	brass	shiny.


