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A Marine Corps Scout Sniper (MOS 0317) is a historical and highly desired position within the U.S. Marines. Scout Snipers receive specialized marksman training at the Marine Corps Scout Sniper School. The Military Occupational Specialty (MOS) is currently considered a secondary MOS, meaning it is not open to new recruits. Learn more about
how you could one day work as a Scout Sniper (MOS 0317) for the Marine Corps. Education, Qualifications, and Training In order to become an Marine Corps Scout Sniper (MOS 0317) you must have a rank of Lance Corporal - E-3 or higher. Image: Wikimedia Commons MOS 0317 Marine Corps Scout Sniper is considered a secondary military
occupational specialty. What that means is the position is currently closed to new recruits coming straight out of boot camp. It is currently open to Marines with a rank of Lance Corporal (E-3) or higher. However, there are rumors that the Marine Corps could change MOS 0317 to a primary MOS in the near future due to declining enrollment. Related
Article: 10 Best Marine Corps Jobs For Civilian Life Education Marines are required to complete high school with a diploma or GED equivalent. Once you enlist in the military, you will take the Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB). The series of tests allows the military to learn more about your education and skills in order to pair you
with an appropriate MOS. Marine Corps Scout Snipers (MOS 0317) must have a score of General Technical (GT): 100 or higher on the ASVAB. Qualifications It is currently impossible to become MOS 0317 Marine Corps Scout Sniper immediately after boot camp. However, there are rumors the Marine Corps could change MOS 0317 from a secondary
to primary MOS in the future. The military occupational specialty is currently open to Marines with certain requirements that have a rank of E-3 or higher. Marines must already be qualified in Marine Infantry or Marine RECON units. Expert rifleman must demonstrate a correctable vision of 20/20 in both eyes. You will also need to receive a Secret
security clearance from the Department of Defense. The military will perform its own investigation on you which not only looks into criminal history but also your character and finances. The Department of Defense will also consider a history of alcohol abuse or drug use. Any history of mental illness will likely disqualify you from 0317 MOS. Related
Article - 20 Health Conditions That May Disqualify You From Military Training Marines must get selected by their battalion in order to receive the designation of MOS 0317. The requirements vary by battalion, however, all infantrymen that pass their USMC physical fitness standards and combat fitness training (with a rank of E-3 or higher) are
potentially eligible. After meeting all the other qualifications the soldier will need to complete Scout Sniper School. Marine Corps Scout Sniper School lasts 79 days and takes place at Base Quantico in Virginia. Marine Corps Scout Snipers (MOS 0317) are trained to use precision rifle fire at selected targets from concealed positions. You will also learn
more about stealth and concealment in addition to mastering shooting accuracy. Marines are taught how to take proper care of their gear and field craft. Related Article - Army M1 Armor Crewman (MOS 19K): Career Details What does an Marine Corps Scout Sniper Do? The Marine Corps is rare in that it combines two responsibilities (sniping and
reconnaissance) in the role of MOS 0317. Image: Department of Defense A Marine Corps Scout Sniper (MOS 0317) is heavily relied upon during combat operations. Their ability to engage individual targets without collateral damage to civilian lives, other troops, or property is invaluable. Scout Snipers are experts in enemy surveillance,
marksmanship, as well as stealth and concealment. Marine Corps Scout Snipers generally have two roles: The first is to utilize precision weapons to deny the enemy freedom of movement or disrupt operations by targeting important personnel like commanders and radio operators. “Hard targets,” equipment like communications and armored vehicles,
are also targeted by training Marine Corps snipers. Secondly, Scout Snipers must perform reconnaissance and surveillance operations for their battalion. Related Article - Marine Corps MOS List + ASVAB Scores: Details on all 123 Jobs Scout Sniper Platoon (SSP) Marine Corps Scout Snipers (MOS 0317) are assigned to infantry battalions known as
the Scout Sniper Platoon (SSP). The SSP is typically an element of the headquarters and service (H&S) company of the battalion. An SSP is generally composed of 8-10 sniper teams consisting of two soldiers per team. The Scout Sniper team includes: Scout Sniper: The marksman is armed with a large caliber anti-material rifle like the M82A3 SASR.
The soldier is responsible for delivering long range precision fire on selected targets from concealed positions. Scout Spotter: The spotter is responsible for detecting, observing, and confirming sniper targets. The role is important as a spotter also calculates the range and wind conditions on a given target. Each Scout Sniper team has a designated
leader to make orders for the two-man team. The team may operate independently or provide support to maneuver units for the rest of the battalion. SSP Platoons report directly to the battalion commander. Unique Role of Marine Corps Scout Snipers (MOS 0317) The Marine Corps has a unique way of consolidating the role of a scout and sniper into
one MOS. The U.S. Army, for example, divides the job duties of a scout and sniper into two different military jobs. However, the Marine Corps expects MOS 0317 to perform both sniper duties and reconnaissance work for its battalion. Therefore, the responsibility and expectations of a Marine Scout Sniper is far higher and more demanding compared
to other military branches. Marine Scout Snipers were originally part of the Surveillance and Target Acquisition (STA) units yet have transitioned into more specialized Scout Sniper Platoons (SSP). Surveillance and Target Acquisition (STA) Platoons originate from shortly after the Gulf War where the unit was tasked with intelligence gathering and
long-range precision operations. The shooter and spotter relationship in every SSP team is not always permanent. Some units have the team members switch off while other battalions establish a specific position for each member. Related Article - Marine Corps Tow Gunner (MOS 0352): Career Details Special Application Scoped Rifles (SASR) Every
platoon in the Marine Corps is assigned four Special Application Scoped Rifles (SASR). All Marine SASR weapons are chambered in the .50 caliber and include powerful rifles like the M107 and M82. SASR weapons are issued to sniper teams by commanders in order to take out heavy equipment or armored vehicles. SSP Platoons are capable of taking
out targets with an M40 from 1,000 yards. Meanwhile, the M82 has the capability of effectively taking out targets from 1.25 miles. Some teams are also trained specifically to perform night operations using night vision scopes and infrared laser equipment. Reconnaissance Operations Marine Corps Scout Snipers (MOS 0317) are adept with
surveillance in addition to serving as highly skilled marksmen. The stealth and concealment of snipers allow them to serve as effective intelligence gatherers. The information they collect can greatly assist commanding officers in determining and planning follow-up operations. Scout Snipers can also compromise critical command and control
equipment of the enemy. Air defense radar and missile launchers are two examples of enemy equipment that requires the use of precision rifle fire to neutralize. Related Article - Marine Corps Mortarman (MOS 0341): Career Details What does a Marine Corps Scout Sniper make? Pay begins at the rank of E-3 for Marine Corps Scout Snipers. Image:
Marine Corps Base Hawaii Marines are paid based on rank and years of service, not Military Occupational Specialty (MOS). However, since a Marine Corps Scout Sniper (MOS 0317) must have the rank of E-3 or higher, you can expect your monthly salary to begin at least the designation of Lance Corporal: InsigniaPay GradeRankAbbreviation2023
Minimum Monthly Pay E-1 +4 monthsPrivatePvt$1,917.60 E-2Private First ClassPFC$2,149.20 E-3Lance Corporall.Cpl$2,259.90 E-4CorporalCpl$2,503.50 E-5SergeantSgt$2,730.30 E-6Staff SergeantSSgt$2,980.50 E-7Gunnery SergeantGySgt$3,3445.80 E-8Master SergeantMSgt$4,957.20 E-8First Sergeant1stSgt$4,957.20 E-9Master Gunnery
SergeantMGySgt$6,055.50 E-9Sergeant MajorSgtMaj$6,055.50 E-9Sergeant Major Of The Marine CorpsSgtMaj$6,055.50 Benefits The Marine Corps provides several different benefits to its soldiers: Medical Insurance Vacation Time Special Pay Retirement Affordable Life Insurance Housing: Allowances for living expenses, utilities, and maintenance.
Food: Allowance for the on-base dining hall and access to tax-free department and grocery stores. Education: Marines can earn full-tuition, merit-based scholarships, allowances for books and fees, plus annual stipend for living expenses. Job Reviews The overall reviews for a Marine Corps Scout Sniper (MOS 0317) on GlassDoor.com are positive. You
can find general job reviews about what it is like to serve the Marine Corps on Indeed.com. The bond you make with fellow Marines is a lifelong brotherhood and one of the biggest advantages to joining the military. Related Article - Marine Counterintelligence (MOS): Career Details Civilian Job Opportunities There is no direct civilian job equivalent
to performing work as a Scout Sniper (MOS 0317) in the Marine Corps. However, the experience, discipline, and leadership you acquire while serving the Marines can translate well to a number of different careers. Former Scout Snipers can find comparable work serving as a big game hunting guide or marksmanship instructor. Others may choose to
work in law enforcement or security for another government agency. Summary A Marine Corps Scout Sniper (MOS 0317) is very needed during times of war and combat. Scout Snipers are skilled in enemy surveillance, stealth, and concealment, as well as long-range marksmanship. Marine Corps Scout Snipers are deployed to both urban population
centers and rural landscapes to effectively engage individual targets. Resources: General FAQHow long does it take to become a Marine scout sniper?If you qualify, you’ll need to complete Scout Sniper School, which is 79 days at Quantico in Virginia. How do you become a Marine scout sniper?Marine Corps Scout Sniper is considered a secondary
MOS not open to new recruits. If you are an E-3 or higher, obtain a Secret clearance, and score 100 on the General Technical portion of the ASVAB, you may qualify. How much are Marine Corps Scout Snipers paid?Marines are paid according to rank and time in service. As an E-3 or above, you can expect a minimum base pay of about $2,000 a month
plus benefits. How many scout snipers are in the Marine Corps?The Marine Corps currently only has about 300 Scout Snipers, which may force the Corps to open the MOS to new recruits in the near future. Can you be a Marine sniper with glasses?If your vision is correctable to 20/20 in both eyes, you can become a Marine Corps Scout Sniper with
glasses. Affiliate Disclosure: This post may contain affiliate links. If you click and purchase, I may receive a small commission at no extra cost to you. I only recommend products I have personally vetted. Learn more. Occupational field and specialty within the USMC United States Marine Corps Scout SniperScout Snipers from the 26th Marine
Expeditionary Unit (Special Operations Capable) in Djibouti, circa 2003Active1943-2023Country United States of AmericaBranch United States Marine CorpsTypeReconnaissance scout/sniper[1]RoleClose-quarters combatDirect support of infantry and reconnaissance unitsReconnaissanceSpecial operationsSizePlatoon (8-10 men)EngagementsWorld
War II - Global War on TerrorMilitary unit United States Marine Corps Scout Sniper (MOS 0317, formerly 8541) was a secondary MOS (Military Occupational Specialty) designator of U.S. Marine Corps infantrymen and reconnaissance Marines that have graduated from a U.S. Marine Corps Scout Sniper School. Scout Snipers were required to earn
the rank of Lance Corporal, be selected by their battalion to join the scout-sniper platoon, and complete an approved scout-sniper course in order to receive this designation. As of December 2023, Marine scout snipers (0317 MOS) have been reorganized as MOS 0322 Reconnaissance Sniper Marines, as part of a 26-Marine Scout Platoon.[2] A USMC
Scout Sniper was a marine infantryman highly skilled in fieldcraft and marksmanship, who can deliver long-range precision fire on high-value targets from concealed positions in support of combat operations. The first Scout Snipers were trained near San Diego, California in 1943 and saw combat in the Pacific Theater of Operations during World War
II.[3] A USMC Scout Sniper Team was a detachment of one or more sniper teams performing an assigned task of engaging selected targets, targets of opportunity, collecting and reporting information, or a combination of all, contributing to the accomplishment of the supported unit's mission. Surveillance and Target Acquisition (STA) Platoons, very
similar units, existed until shortly after the Gulf War. They consisted of Scout Snipers and Intelligence Marines. A Scout Sniper platoon was composed of 8-10 Scout Sniper teams, some of which are specially suited for night operations and fully capable of operating in almost complete darkness through use of night vision scopes and infrared laser
equipment. Typically, each Scout Sniper team has two members: one is the actual shooter, equipped with a long-range, specially-made sniper rifle, such as the M40, and also frequently issued an M9 9mm pistol as a defensive side arm; the other is the spotter, typically armed with an M4 carbine and uses a high-power spotting scope to spot targets
and provide ballistic information for the shooter. The shooter/spotter relationship was not always set; some platoons established designated shooters, while others have team members taking turns doing the shooting/spotting. Within a platoon, there were four anti-materiel rifles chambered in .50 BMG designated the Special Application Scoped Rifle
(SASR), such as the M82 or M107. These can be issued to a team as needed to give supported commanders the option of taking out heavy equipment or lightly armored vehicles. Scout Sniper teams trained to engage man-sized targets with the M40 out to 1000 yards, and can be effective at a range of up to 1.25 mi (2.01 km) with the M82, if the
environment is right. This image's publication, showing Scout Snipers posing with an flag in Afghanistan in 2010, triggered the controversy about the Scout Snipers' use of the symbol. In February 2012, U.S. media reported that Marine scout snipers had been using the double Sig rune (%4, "SS") in its "Armanen" form () to symbolize their function
since at least the 1980s.[4][5] The same stylized double rune was the symbol of the SS, the Nazi organization that was instrumental in conducting the Holocaust. Strong media criticism of this practice ensued. The Commandant of the Marine Corps gave orders to stop it, issued an apology, and ordered an investigation into the prevalence of this
practice.[5] A Marine official was quoted as saying that their leadership believed that the Marines did not understand the logo's significance.[5] The Military Religious Freedom Foundation, which had helped circulate an image of snipers posing with a blue "SS" flag, questioned this assumption, writing that the flag was sold by a website dedicated to
German World War II and Nazi memorabilia.[6] Despite the official prohibition, the New York Times reported in 2020 that the "SS" logo continues to be used by Marines, "much like a secret handshake".[7] With the implementation of Force Design 2030, Marine scout snipers have been replaced with MOS 0322 Reconnaissance Sniper Marines, as part
of a 26-Marine Scout Platoon.[2] The last 0317 class graduated December 15th, 2023.[8] A Marine Corps Scout Sniper was a Marine highly skilled in fieldcraft and marksmanship who delivers long range precision fire, on select targets, from concealed positions in support of combat operations. Support combat operations by delivering precision fire on
selected targets.[9] Establish concealed sniper/observation sites from which targets are analyzed, engaged, and information gathered.[10] Use map and compass for day or night land navigation.[11] Operate and maintain weapons and optical equipment employed by the Scout Sniper Scout Snipers provided close reconnaissance and surveillance to
the infantry battalion.[12] By doctrine, a Scout Sniper was a Marine highly skilled in field craft and marksmanship who delivers long range precision fire on selected targets from concealed positions in support of combat operations. Scout Snipers in Marine infantry battalions fell under the Surveillance and Target Acquisition (STA) units initially, and
subsequently to the infantry battalion's Scout Sniper Platoon (SSP), usually within the Headquarters and Service (H&S) Company or Weapons Company. Marine Scout Snipers were trained at one of the four school house locations. The term "Scout Sniper" is only used officially by the Marine Corps, but it does not imply a differing mission from the
U.S. Army Sniper. An Army Sniper's primary mission is to support combat operations by delivering precise long-range fire on selected targets. By this, the sniper creates casualties among enemy troops, slows enemy movement, frightens enemy soldiers, lowers morale, and adds confusion to their operations. The sniper's secondary mission is collecting
and reporting battlefield information, Section 1.1 FM 23-10 Sniper Training. The Marine Corps is unique in its consolidation of reconnaissance and sniper duties for a single Marine. Most other conventional armed forces, including the U.S. Army, separate the reconnaissance soldier or scout from the sniper. In the U.S. Army, the 19D MOS, "Cavalry
Scout" is the primary special reconnaissance and surveillance soldier and the term "Infantry Scout" refers to a specially trained infantrymen that functions in a reconnaissance and surveillance capacity, while "Sniper" refers to a specially selected and trained soldier that primarily functions as a sniper.[13] Most military forces believe that the
separation of reconnaissance and sniper capabilities allows for a higher degree of specialization. U.S. Marine Corps Scout Sniper Course-East (SSC-East) logo The Marine Scout Sniper Course qualified students as Marine Corps Scout Snipers. The graduation rate in 2017 was 44 percent.[14] There were three different school houses in the Marine
Corps that offer the Scout Sniper Course. Camp Pendleton Sniper SchoolThis section does not cite any sources. Please help improve this section by adding citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be challenged and removed. (May 2024) (Learn how and when to remove this message) School of Infantry (West), Marine Corps Base Camp
Pendleton, California Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune, North Carolina Marine Corps Base Quantico, Virginia In 2009, a major change in curriculum occurred with the Scout Sniper Basic Course and it was shortened from the traditional 10-week course to an 81/2 week course. This was done concurrently with the removal of the Advanced Course and
the addition of the Team Leader Course of four weeks. This reduction of 11/2 weeks is because of the removal of the course's mission planning phase and the addition of this curriculum to the Team Leader Course. Missions are still conducted during the course's last week, but are now not a major part of curriculum. In 2010, a new curriculum was
introduced, with shooting as the course's primary focus and stalking a secondary focus. The new course was now 1212 weeks long. With elimination of the advanced course, Scout Sniper Basic Course was re-designated as the "Scout Sniper Course". There were nine straight weeks of shooting qualifications, before the majority of field training. These
were the basic requirements that must be met in order to attend school. Units vary with indocs and pre-regs. Minimum Requirements: As per HQMC School Quota Message: Criteria: 60 days prior to a class convening, the G-3 at each division will receive a message from HQMC stating the number of funded quotas given to each division, the gear list,
report date, and criteria for attending. Marines who did not meet the following prerequisites would be denied entrance to the program and returned to their units. Must hold any rank from Lance Corporal (E-3) to Captain (O-3), inclusive. Infantry MOS or MOS 0203 (Ground Intelligence Officer). Vision correctable to 20/20 in both eyes. Color blindness
is discouraged. Serving in or designated for assignment to a Scout Sniper billet. Minimum of 12 months remaining on current contract on completion of course (does not apply to reservists). Must score a First Class United States Marine Corps Physical Fitness Test on the day the course convenes. Current rifle Expert. Must have qualified in the last
fiscal year. (Reservist can have a score three years old, but must be current Expert.) No courts martial or NJP within the last six months. Minimum GT (General Technical) of 100 on the ASVAB) No history of mental illness. Must be a volunteer. It is highly recommended, but not required, for the student to have completed the following MCI courses:
Land Navigation, Patrolling, Calling and Adjusting Supporting Arms, and Reconnaissance Marine. It is also recommended, but not required, that the student have conducted basic Scout Sniper field skills: stalks, concealment, field sketches, range cards, range estimations, and firing of the M40A1 rifle prior to attending the course. Students should
also possess a high degree of maturity, equanimity, and common sense. Swim Qual: 500 meter swim using side or breast stroke, 50 meter swim holding a weight out of water, tread water for 30 seconds holding a weight out of water, no signs of panic. Phase 1: Marksmanship and Basic Fields Craft Phase During this phase, Marines are trained in basic
marksmanship on the Known Distance (KD) Range and also receive classes in basic skills such as camouflage, individual movement, weapons systems, observations, and field sketches. Day one begins with in processing, which includes a PFT, gear check, and service record check for prerequisite compliance. Potential students must also pass day and
night land navigation courses. After all students have been admitted to the course, classes and a general overview of the course are given. KD range includes shooting at the 300, 500, 600, 700, 800, 900, and 1000 yard lines. Five rounds are fired at each yard line. During this phase of training, Marines must become experts at the fundamentals of
marksmanship. They must also become experts at calling wind and weather. During this portion two students work together, one on the rifle and the other behind the spotting scope calling wind. If a student is not proficient at calling wind, they will cause their partner to fail, not themselves. After the first student fires his rounds, the two switch
positions. After each yard line, the students must quickly throw on their packs and grab all their equipment and run to the next yard line. The course of fire for qualification is as follows: 300, 500, & 600: three stationary and two movers 700: three stationary and two stop and go movers 800: three stationary and two bobbers 900 & 1000: five
stationary Out of 35 rounds, 28 rounds must be in the black to qualify on the range. After the range students head back to the schoolhouse and clean weapons. After this important task they immediately do a field sketch and observation exercises. Often a Kim's Game is conducted as well. During an observation, students must use their M49 spotting
scope and binoculars to find 10 hidden items in a specifically defined area. These observations can be done at short distances utilizing miniature items, or at long distances with full sized items. Observations are an essential skill that the sniper must learn to be effective. Furthermore, for the purposes of the course it is important to learn observation
skills, particularly how to "Burn Through" bushes for the stalking phase. Learning this skill is imperative to being able to find the observation post from behind cover during stalking and is often the difference between a student passing or failing. An overall average of 70% must be obtained on observations to pass the course. During a field sketch,
students are given an hour and a specific area or building to sketch. The target must be drawn with as many details as possible. It must include information about its surroundings and target reference points on the sketch. Sketches are graded for neatness, correctness, details, and usable information. An overall average of 70% must be obtained on
field sketches to pass the course. Phase 2: Unknown Distance and Stalking The UKD (Unknown Distance) and Stalking portion kicks off as soon as Phase 1 is completed. During this phase students will become experts at engaging targets at unknown distances by way of range estimation and range cards. During the unknown distance phase students
will run 100-pound steel targets out to ranges between 300 and 800 yards. There are 10 targets in each course of fire, and after each course of fire, the targets are rearranged. A student has two attempts to hit each target, a first round impact is worth 10 points and a second is worth 8. An overall average of 80% must be obtained during the 3 weeks
of UKD to pass the course. **Thereafter, the portion of the course with the highest attrition rate begins, stalking. Stalking involves moving from a distance between 1200 and 800 yards to within 200 yards of an observation post (OP) undetected. After doing this, the student must set up a Final Firing Position (FFP) and fire two shots without being
found by the OP within a time period of 3-4 hours. After the first shot is fired, a walker (a neutral instructor who does not help students or the instructors in the OP) will get close to the sniper's position to make sure he can positively ID the OP. Positive ID is established by the observers holding up cards with 2-3 letters on them above their binoculars.
The sniper must then correctly tell the walker what is written on them. After positive ID has been confirmed, the walker will move within 10 yards of the shooter and inform the OP that he is within 10. The OP will then attempt to walk the walker onto the sniper's position by way of movement commands. The OP must get the walker within 1 foot of the
shooter. If the shooter cannot be found, the walker will tell the shooter to fire a second shot on his command. After the second shot has been fired, the OP will look for blast from the rifle or movement from the shooter. If the OP cannot find the shooter, then the walker will indicate the shooters position to the OP and check to make sure the shooter
had the correct windage and elevation settings, along with correct position and stable shooting platform. Grading is as follows for stalking: 0: Being out of bounds on the stalk lane, not freezing on the command freeze (when the OP believes they know the position of a student, they call freeze and all students on the stalk lane have to immediately
freeze in whatever position they are in), poor FFP. 40: Caught out of range or fired out of range (not within 200 yards). 50: Caught within range. 60: 1 shot fired but, no positive ID, incorrect windage or elevation, unstable shooting platform. 70: 1 shot fired and positive ID, correct windage, elevation, shooting platform but OP walked onto shooter after
first shot. 80: 2 shots fired and positive ID, correct windage, elevation, shooting platform but OP saw blast from shooter's position after second shot. 100: 2 shots fired and positive ID, correct windage, elevation, shooting platform and shooter was never found. Students must obtain an overall average of 70% out of 10 stalks, with a minimum of two
100s and no more than a single zero in order to pass stalking. Phase 3: Advanced Field Skills and Mission Employment Snipers train at the Mountain Warfare Training CenterThis section does not cite any sources. Please help improve this section by adding citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be challenged and removed. (May 2024)
(Learn how and when to remove this message) After graduating the basic course, Marines were given the opportunity to obtain a variety of other courses to further refine their skills. Urban Snipers High Angle (Mountain) Snipers Scout Snipers Team leader course (formerly the advanced course) Foreign Forces Snipers Schools British Royal Marine
Snipers School Israeli Foreign Forces Snipers School Carlos Hathcock in 1996. During the Vietnam War he had 93 confirmed kills, 300-400 estimated kills, and until 2002, had the longest recorded shot made by a U.S. Marine Corps Scout Sniper. Carlos Hathcock, during the Vietnam War had 93 confirmed kills, 300-400 estimated kills, and until
2002, had the longest recorded shot made by a Scout Sniper. Chuck Mawhinney, USMC Scout/Sniper during Vietnam War, credited with 103 Confirmed Kills and 216+ probable kills during 16 months in Vietnam Lee Marvin, scout-sniper during World War II and Purple Heart recipient. After war, actor and Academy Award winner Dakota Meyer, a
Medal of Honor recipient, was a scout-sniper working with Embedded Training Team 2-8 for actions during Battle of Ganjgal of the War in Afghanistan.[15][16] Eric England, also known as The Phantom of Phu Bai, was a sniper during the Vietnam War. 98 confirmed kills in 7 months; wounded by mortar. Returned to Vietnam, making as many as 200
additional unconfirmed enemy kills.[17] United States Army Sniper School Marksmanship badges (United States) Hog's tooth Intelligence, surveillance, target acquisition, and reconnaissance Related military roles Designated marksman Jager (military) Marksman Scout Skirmisher Sniper Related military operations Operation Foxley - plan to kill
Adolf Hitler using a sniper Sniper Alley Snipers of the Soviet Union Special forces Related military weapons Anti-materiel rifle Anti-tank rifle Sniper rifle ~ "The Marine Corps has trained its final 8 scout snipers". Marine Corps Times. ™ a b "MARINE CORPS ANNOUNCES DECISION TO ESTABLISH THE SCOUT PLATOON TO INCREASE INFANTRY
BATTALION CAPABILITIES AS PART OF FORCE DESIGN 2030". The Official United States Marine Corps Public Website. 2023-03-06. ~ Sasser, Charles W.; Roberts, Craig (1990). One Shot-One Kill. Pocket Books. ™~ Lamothe, Dan (9 February 2012). "Marine scout snipers used Nazi SS logo". Marine Corps Times. Archived from the original on 12
February 2012. Retrieved 11 February 2012. ©~ a b ¢ Lamothe, Dan (10 February 2012). "Amos sorry for Marine use of Nazi SS logo". Marine Corps Times. Archived from the original on 13 February 2012. Retrieved 11 February 2012. ©~ Rodda, Chris (10 February 2012). "Those Marines Bought an SS Flag Without Knowing What it Was? Seriously?
That's Your Excuse?". Military Religious Freedom Foundation. Retrieved 11 February 2012. ~ Cooper, Helene (2020-05-25). "For African-Americans in Uniform, It's Duty, Honor, Country. But Don't Expect to Lead". The New York Times. ISSN 0362-4331. Retrieved 2020-05-25. ©~ SKOVLUND, JOSHUA (2023-11-21). "End of an era: The last class of
Marine Scout Snipers graduates on Dec. 15". Task & Purpose. © "Goodbye to Romance - What It Takes To Be A Marine Scout/Sniper". Snipercountry.com. Retrieved 2013-08-17. ©~ Valdes, Robert. "How Military Snipers Work". Science.howstuffworks.com. Retrieved 2013-08-17. ~ "Scout/Sniper Basic Course Overview". Marines.com. Retrieved 2013-
08-17. ~ "Marine Corps Scout Sniper Training". Usmilitary.about.com. Retrieved 2013-08-17. ~ U.S Army FM 7-20 Infantry Battalion ~ Schogol, Jeff (March 5, 2017). "Sniper shortage: Too many Marines are washing out of sniper school". Marine Corps Times. Retrieved 2018-03-20. ~ Lamothe, Dan (November 23, 2010). "MoH nominee says he does
not feel like a hero". Marine Corps Times. Archived from the original on 2011-11-11. Former Cpl. Dakota Meyer says he didn't respond any differently than many other Marines would have during an ambush in Afghanistan. He simply did his job. ©~ "Meyer, Dakota". Congressional Medal of Honor Society. ™ "Eric England, Master Sergeant, U.S.M.C.,
(ret.)". Union County Historical society. 2011. Archived from the original on 2014-05-30. Retrieved 2014-05-29. Taylor, Jay L. (2010). Point of Aim, Point of Impact. Bloomington, IN: AuthorHouse. ISBN 9781449062064. OCLC 644160968. Taylor's experience as a scout sniper during the Vietnam War. Swofford, Anthony (2003). Jarhead. Charles
Scribner's Sons. ISBN 0-7432-3535-5. Schogol, Jeff (March 5, 2017). "Sniper shortage: Too many Marines are washing out of sniper school". Marine Corps Times. Retrieved 2018-03-20. Look up sniper in Wiktionary, the free dictionary. Wikimedia Commons has media related to Snipers of the United States Marine Corps. U.S.M.C. Scout Sniper
website United States Marine Corps Scout/Sniper Association AmericanSnipers.org Retrieved from " 1 Serve in a battalion scout-sniper platoon. Battalion-level sniper training is available for candidates who pass a two-week indoctrination course. After serving in a battalion-level scout-sniper platoon, you may be eligible to attend a formal Marine
Scout Sniper course. If you are interested in becoming a sniper, ask your superiors about attaining battalion-level training as a first step. 2 Pass physical fitness tests. As soon as you begin training as a Marine sniper, you will need to pass physical fitness tests (PFT) at a first class level (score of 225). Thus, it is a good idea to train beforehand to ensure
that you will be able to pass these tests. Components of these tests include:[4] A timed three mile run Pull-ups, untimed for men; flexed-arm hang, timed, for women Crunches, two minutes, timed An 880-yard sprint An ammunition lift (30 pounds over your head, two minutes) 3 Volunteer to attend a Scout Sniper basic course. In order to become a
Marine sniper, you must complete a training course at one of the four School of Infantry locations. These include the Scout Sniper Instruction School, Quantico, VA; the School of Infantry (SOI) East at Camp Geiger, North Carolina; the SOI West at Camp Pendleton, California; and the Marines Corps Base (MCB) in Kaneohe, Hawaii. To take one of
these courses, you must volunteer and be selected by your unit, so talk to your superiors if you are interested in the opportunity. The Scout Sniper Course (SSC) is a twelve-week training program, designed to educate designated trainees in the basic techniques and equipment of Marine snipers. It is divided into three phases. 4 Complete Phase 1 of
the Scout Sniper basic course, Field Skills and Known Distance Marksmanship. Though classwork and practical applications, this phase will introduce students to basic tasks of snipers, including land navigation, functional fitness, marksmanship, ballistics, cold bore, and range estimation. Students will receive training in shooting at known distances
using the M40 series sniper rifle and Semi-Automatic Sniper System (SASS). Practical training will cover hides and surveillance, and coursework will cover mission planning and orders writing. 5 Complete Phase 2 of the Scout Sniper basic course, Stalking and Unknown Distance Marksmanship. This phase equips students with knowledge and skills to
engage with moving and unknown distance targets. Topics include camouflaging sniper equipment, firing positions, and methods of engaging targets at various ranges. By the end of this phase, students will demonstrate mastery of target movements at distances of 1,000 meters, and of engaging targets at unknown distances up to 800 meters. 6
Complete Phase 3 of the Scout Sniper basic course, Mission Planning and Employment. In this phase, students receive instructions regarding the duties of each billet within a scout sniper team, in order to equip them with the knowledge and skills necessary to plan sniper missions. The phase will end with a performance evaluation designed to test
students’ abilities to plan, coordinate, and execute an assigned mission. 7 Consider being either a spotter or a sniper. Marine sniper courses actually cover training for two roles, snipers and spotters. Depending on your skills and your unit’s needs, you may train and/or serve as one or both. A sniper makes precision fires on selected targets, often from
long ranges. Snipers also conduct surveillance and reconnaissance. Spotters detect, observe, and confirm sniper targets, and calculate the range and wind conditions on a given target. They also conduct surveillance and reconnaissance. 8 Complete an advanced sniper course. The Marines Special Operations School offers a four-week course to certify
existing snipers at the advanced level. This is a great way to enhance your skills and move your career forward. The course is divided into five blocks: Block 1 teaches fundamental skills, offers ballistic training, and exercises live firing at 100-200 meters. Block 2 trains snipers in the use of ballistic software, sniper equipment, engagement techniques,
known distance shooting, and the practical application of equipment. Block 3 covers sniper tactics and employment, foreign weapons, ballistic testing, glass shooting, unknown distance shooting (day and night) with various rifles, and the shooting of moving targets. Block 4 provides qualification through a composite score based on four drills including
barricade shooting, day and night shooting at an unknown distance, and spotter qualification. Block 5 covers aerial sniping, explosive loophole breaching, loophole shooting, side-prone shooting, high-angle shooting, urban hides, vehicle hides, and the practical application of surveillance equipment. Block 5 also entails a culminating exercise of a four-
day scenario in which sniper teams locate targets, conduct surveillance, and eliminate targets as part of a Marine Special Operations Team. Advertisement 1 Serve in a battalion scout-sniper platoon. Battalion-level sniper training is available for candidates who pass a two-week indoctrination course. After serving in a battalion-level scout-sniper
platoon, you may be eligible to attend a formal Marine Scout Sniper course. If you are interested in becoming a sniper, ask your superiors about attaining battalion-level training as a first step. 2 Pass physical fitness tests. As soon as you begin training as a Marine sniper, you will need to pass physical fitness tests (PFT) at a first class level (score of
225). Thus, it is a good idea to train beforehand to ensure that you will be able to pass these tests. Components of these tests include:[4] A timed three mile run Pull-ups, untimed for men; flexed-arm hang, timed, for women Crunches, two minutes, timed An 880-yard sprint An ammunition lift (30 pounds over your head, two minutes) 3 Volunteer to
attend a Scout Sniper basic course. In order to become a Marine sniper, you must complete a training course at one of the four School of Infantry locations. These include the Scout Sniper Instruction School, Quantico, VA; the School of Infantry (SOI) East at Camp Geiger, North Carolina; the SOI West at Camp Pendleton, California; and the Marines
Corps Base (MCB) in Kaneohe, Hawaii. To take one of these courses, you must volunteer and be selected by your unit, so talk to your superiors if you are interested in the opportunity. The Scout Sniper Course (SSC) is a twelve-week training program, designed to educate designated trainees in the basic techniques and equipment of Marine snipers. It
is divided into three phases. 4 Complete Phase 1 of the Scout Sniper basic course, Field Skills and Known Distance Marksmanship. Though classwork and practical applications, this phase will introduce students to basic tasks of snipers, including land navigation, functional fitness, marksmanship, ballistics, cold bore, and range estimation. Students
will receive training in shooting at known distances using the M40 series sniper rifle and Semi-Automatic Sniper System (SASS). Practical training will cover hides and surveillance, and coursework will cover mission planning and orders writing. 5 Complete Phase 2 of the Scout Sniper basic course, Stalking and Unknown Distance Marksmanship. This
phase equips students with knowledge and skills to engage with moving and unknown distance targets. Topics include camouflaging sniper equipment, firing positions, and methods of engaging targets at various ranges. By the end of this phase, students will demonstrate mastery of target movements at distances of 1,000 meters, and of engaging
targets at unknown distances up to 800 meters. 6 Complete Phase 3 of the Scout Sniper basic course, Mission Planning and Employment. In this phase, students receive instructions regarding the duties of each billet within a scout sniper team, in order to equip them with the knowledge and skills necessary to plan sniper missions. The phase will end
with a performance evaluation designed to test students’ abilities to plan, coordinate, and execute an assigned mission. 7 Consider being either a spotter or a sniper. Marine sniper courses actually cover training for two roles, snipers and spotters. Depending on your skills and your unit’s needs, you may train and/or serve as one or both. A sniper
makes precision fires on selected targets, often from long ranges. Snipers also conduct surveillance and reconnaissance. Spotters detect, observe, and confirm sniper targets, and calculate the range and wind conditions on a given target. They also conduct surveillance and reconnaissance. 8 Complete an advanced sniper course. The Marines Special
Operations School offers a four-week course to certify existing snipers at the advanced level. This is a great way to enhance your skills and move your career forward. The course is divided into five blocks: Block 1 teaches fundamental skills, offers ballistic training, and exercises live firing at 100-200 meters. Block 2 trains snipers in the use of ballistic
software, sniper equipment, engagement techniques, known distance shooting, and the practical application of equipment. Block 3 covers sniper tactics and employment, foreign weapons, ballistic testing, glass shooting, unknown distance shooting (day and night) with various rifles, and the shooting of moving targets. Block 4 provides qualification
through a composite score based on four drills including barricade shooting, day and night shooting at an unknown distance, and spotter qualification. Block 5 covers aerial sniping, explosive loophole breaching, loophole shooting, side-prone shooting, high-angle shooting, urban hides, vehicle hides, and the practical application of surveillance
equipment. Block 5 also entails a culminating exercise of a four-day scenario in which sniper teams locate targets, conduct surveillance, and eliminate targets as part of a Marine Special Operations Team. Advertisement 1 Serve in a battalion scout-sniper platoon. Battalion-level sniper training is available for candidates who pass a two-week
indoctrination course. After serving in a battalion-level scout-sniper platoon, you may be eligible to attend a formal Marine Scout Sniper course. If you are interested in becoming a sniper, ask your superiors about attaining battalion-level training as a first step. 2 Pass physical fitness tests. As soon as you begin training as a Marine sniper, you will
need to pass physical fitness tests (PFT) at a first class level (score of 225). Thus, it is a good idea to train beforehand to ensure that you will be able to pass these tests. Components of these tests include:[4] A timed three mile run Pull-ups, untimed for men; flexed-arm hang, timed, for women Crunches, two minutes, timed An 880-yard sprint An
ammunition lift (30 pounds over your head, two minutes) 3 Volunteer to attend a Scout Sniper basic course. In order to become a Marine sniper, you must complete a training course at one of the four School of Infantry locations. These include the Scout Sniper Instruction School, Quantico, VA; the School of Infantry (SOI) East at Camp Geiger, North
Carolina; the SOI West at Camp Pendleton, California; and the Marines Corps Base (MCB) in Kaneohe, Hawaii. To take one of these courses, you must volunteer and be selected by your unit, so talk to your superiors if you are interested in the opportunity. The Scout Sniper Course (SSC) is a twelve-week training program, designed to educate
designated trainees in the basic techniques and equipment of Marine snipers. It is divided into three phases. 4 Complete Phase 1 of the Scout Sniper basic course, Field Skills and Known Distance Marksmanship. Though classwork and practical applications, this phase will introduce students to basic tasks of snipers, including land navigation,
functional fitness, marksmanship, ballistics, cold bore, and range estimation. Students will receive training in shooting at known distances using the M40 series sniper rifle and Semi-Automatic Sniper System (SASS). Practical training will cover hides and surveillance, and coursework will cover mission planning and orders writing. 5 Complete Phase 2
of the Scout Sniper basic course, Stalking and Unknown Distance Marksmanship. This phase equips students with knowledge and skills to engage with moving and unknown distance targets. Topics include camouflaging sniper equipment, firing positions, and methods of engaging targets at various ranges. By the end of this phase, students will
demonstrate mastery of target movements at distances of 1,000 meters, and of engaging targets at unknown distances up to 800 meters. 6 Complete Phase 3 of the Scout Sniper basic course, Mission Planning and Employment. In this phase, students receive instructions regarding the duties of each billet within a scout sniper team, in order to equip
them with the knowledge and skills necessary to plan sniper missions. The phase will end with a performance evaluation designed to test students’ abilities to plan, coordinate, and execute an assigned mission. 7 Consider being either a spotter or a sniper. Marine sniper courses actually cover training for two roles, snipers and spotters. Depending on
your skills and your unit’s needs, you may train and/or serve as one or both. A sniper makes precision fires on selected targets, often from long ranges. Snipers also conduct surveillance and reconnaissance. Spotters detect, observe, and confirm sniper targets, and calculate the range and wind conditions on a given target. They also conduct
surveillance and reconnaissance. 8 Complete an advanced sniper course. The Marines Special Operations School offers a four-week course to certify existing snipers at the advanced level. This is a great way to enhance your skills and move your career forward. The course is divided into five blocks: Block 1 teaches fundamental skills, offers ballistic
training, and exercises live firing at 100-200 meters. Block 2 trains snipers in the use of ballistic software, sniper equipment, engagement techniques, known distance shooting, and the practical application of equipment. Block 3 covers sniper tactics and employment, foreign weapons, ballistic testing, glass shooting, unknown distance shooting (day
and night) with various rifles, and the shooting of moving targets. Block 4 provides qualification through a composite score based on four drills including barricade shooting, day and night shooting at an unknown distance, and spotter qualification. Block 5 covers aerial sniping, explosive loophole breaching, loophole shooting, side-prone shooting,
high-angle shooting, urban hides, vehicle hides, and the practical application of surveillance equipment. Block 5 also entails a culminating exercise of a four-day scenario in which sniper teams locate targets, conduct surveillance, and eliminate targets as part of a Marine Special Operations Team. Advertisement A Marine Corps Scout Sniper (MOS
0317) is a historical and highly desired position within the U.S. Marines. Scout Snipers receive specialized marksman training at the Marine Corps Scout Sniper School. The Military Occupational Specialty (MOS) is currently considered a secondary MOS, meaning it is not open to new recruits. Learn more about how you could one day work as a Scout
Sniper (MOS 0317) for the Marine Corps. Education, Qualifications, and Training In order to become an Marine Corps Scout Sniper (MOS 0317) you must have a rank of Lance Corporal - E-3 or higher. Image: Wikimedia Commons MOS 0317 Marine Corps Scout Sniper is considered a secondary military occupational specialty. What that means is the
position is currently closed to new recruits coming straight out of boot camp. It is currently open to Marines with a rank of Lance Corporal (E-3) or higher. However, there are rumors that the Marine Corps could change MOS 0317 to a primary MOS in the near future due to declining enrollment. Related Article: 10 Best Marine Corps Jobs For
Civilian Life Education Marines are required to complete high school with a diploma or GED equivalent. Once you enlist in the military, you will take the Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB). The series of tests allows the military to learn more about your education and skills in order to pair you with an appropriate MOS. Marine Corps
Scout Snipers (MOS 0317) must have a score of General Technical (GT): 100 or higher on the ASVAB. Qualifications It is currently impossible to become MOS 0317 Marine Corps Scout Sniper immediately after boot camp. However, there are rumors the Marine Corps could change MOS 0317 from a secondary to primary MOS in the future. The
military occupational specialty is currently open to Marines with certain requirements that have a rank of E-3 or higher. Marines must already be qualified in Marine Infantry or Marine RECON units. Expert rifleman must demonstrate a correctable vision of 20/20 in both eyes. You will also need to receive a Secret security clearance from the
Department of Defense. The military will perform its own investigation on you which not only looks into criminal history but also your character and finances. The Department of Defense will also consider a history of alcohol abuse or drug use. Any history of mental illness will likely disqualify you from 0317 MOS. Related Article - 20 Health Conditions
That May Disqualify You From Military Training Marines must get selected by their battalion in order to receive the designation of MOS 0317. The requirements vary by battalion, however, all infantrymen that pass their USMC physical fitness standards and combat fitness training (with a rank of E-3 or higher) are potentially eligible. After meeting
all the other qualifications the soldier will need to complete Scout Sniper School. Marine Corps Scout Sniper School lasts 79 days and takes place at Base Quantico in Virginia. Marine Corps Scout Snipers (MOS 0317) are trained to use precision rifle fire at selected targets from concealed positions. You will also learn more about stealth and
concealment in addition to mastering shooting accuracy. Marines are taught how to take proper care of their gear and field craft. Related Article - Army M1 Armor Crewman (MOS 19K): Career Details What does an Marine Corps Scout Sniper Do? The Marine Corps is rare in that it combines two responsibilities (sniping and reconnaissance) in the
role of MOS 0317. Image: Department of Defense A Marine Corps Scout Sniper (MOS 0317) is heavily relied upon during combat operations. Their ability to engage individual targets without collateral damage to civilian lives, other troops, or property is invaluable. Scout Snipers are experts in enemy surveillance, marksmanship, as well as stealth and
concealment. Marine Corps Scout Snipers generally have two roles: The first is to utilize precision weapons to deny the enemy freedom of movement or disrupt operations by targeting important personnel like commanders and radio operators. “Hard targets,” equipment like communications and armored vehicles, are also targeted by training Marine
Corps snipers. Secondly, Scout Snipers must perform reconnaissance and surveillance operations for their battalion. Related Article - Marine Corps MOS List + ASVAB Scores: Details on all 123 Jobs Scout Sniper Platoon (SSP) Marine Corps Scout Snipers (MOS 0317) are assigned to infantry battalions known as the Scout Sniper Platoon (SSP). The
SSP is typically an element of the headquarters and service (H&S) company of the battalion. An SSP is generally composed of 8-10 sniper teams consisting of two soldiers per team. The Scout Sniper team includes: Scout Sniper: The marksman is armed with a large caliber anti-material rifle like the M82A3 SASR. The soldier is responsible for
delivering long range precision fire on selected targets from concealed positions. Scout Spotter: The spotter is responsible for detecting, observing, and confirming sniper targets. The role is important as a spotter also calculates the range and wind conditions on a given target. Each Scout Sniper team has a designated leader to make orders for the
two-man team. The team may operate independently or provide support to maneuver units for the rest of the battalion. SSP Platoons report directly to the battalion commander. Unique Role of Marine Corps Scout Snipers (MOS 0317) The Marine Corps has a unique way of consolidating the role of a scout and sniper into one MOS. The U.S. Army, for
example, divides the job duties of a scout and sniper into two different military jobs. However, the Marine Corps expects MOS 0317 to perform both sniper duties and reconnaissance work for its battalion. Therefore, the responsibility and expectations of a Marine Scout Sniper is far higher and more demanding compared to other military branches.
Marine Scout Snipers were originally part of the Surveillance and Target Acquisition (STA) units yet have transitioned into more specialized Scout Sniper Platoons (SSP). Surveillance and Target Acquisition (STA) Platoons originate from shortly after the Gulf War where the unit was tasked with intelligence gathering and long-range precision
operations. The shooter and spotter relationship in every SSP team is not always permanent. Some units have the team members switch off while other battalions establish a specific position for each member. Related Article - Marine Corps Tow Gunner (MOS 0352): Career Details Special Application Scoped Rifles (SASR) Every platoon in the Marine
Corps is assigned four Special Application Scoped Rifles (SASR). All Marine SASR weapons are chambered in the .50 caliber and include powerful rifles like the M107 and M82. SASR weapons are issued to sniper teams by commanders in order to take out heavy equipment or armored vehicles. SSP Platoons are capable of taking out targets with an
M40 from 1,000 yards. Meanwhile, the M82 has the capability of effectively taking out targets from 1.25 miles. Some teams are also trained specifically to perform night operations using night vision scopes and infrared laser equipment. Reconnaissance Operations Marine Corps Scout Snipers (MOS 0317) are adept with surveillance in addition to
serving as highly skilled marksmen. The stealth and concealment of snipers allow them to serve as effective intelligence gatherers. The information they collect can greatly assist commanding officers in determining and planning follow-up operations. Scout Snipers can also compromise critical command and control equipment of the enemy. Air
defense radar and missile launchers are two examples of enemy equipment that requires the use of precision rifle fire to neutralize. Related Article - Marine Corps Mortarman (MOS 0341): Career Details What does a Marine Corps Scout Sniper make? Pay begins at the rank of E-3 for Marine Corps Scout Snipers. Image: Marine Corps Base Hawaii
Marines are paid based on rank and years of service, not Military Occupational Specialty (MOS). However, since a Marine Corps Scout Sniper (MOS 0317) must have the rank of E-3 or higher, you can expect your monthly salary to begin at least the designation of Lance Corporal: InsigniaPay GradeRankAbbreviation2023 Minimum Monthly Pay E-1 +4
monthsPrivatePvt$1,917.60 E-2Private First ClassPFC$2,149.20 E-3Lance CorporallL.Cpl$2,259.90 E-4CorporalCpl$2,503.50 E-5SergeantSgt$2,730.30 E-6Staff SergeantSSgt$2,980.50 E-7Gunnery SergeantGySgt$3,3445.80 E-8Master SergeantMSgt$4,957.20 E-8First Sergeant1stSgt$4,957.20 E-OMaster Gunnery SergeantMGySgt$6,055.50 E-
9Sergeant MajorSgtMaj$6,055.50 E-9Sergeant Major Of The Marine CorpsSgtMaj$6,055.50 Benefits The Marine Corps provides several different benefits to its soldiers: Medical Insurance Vacation Time Special Pay Retirement Affordable Life Insurance Housing: Allowances for living expenses, utilities, and maintenance. Food: Allowance for the on-
base dining hall and access to tax-free department and grocery stores. Education: Marines can earn full-tuition, merit-based scholarships, allowances for books and fees, plus annual stipend for living expenses. Job Reviews The overall reviews for a Marine Corps Scout Sniper (MOS 0317) on GlassDoor.com are positive. You can find general job
reviews about what it is like to serve the Marine Corps on Indeed.com. The bond you make with fellow Marines is a lifelong brotherhood and one of the biggest advantages to joining the military. Related Article - Marine Counterintelligence (MOS): Career Details Civilian Job Opportunities There is no direct civilian job equivalent to performing work as
a Scout Sniper (MOS 0317) in the Marine Corps. However, the experience, discipline, and leadership you acquire while serving the Marines can translate well to a number of different careers. Former Scout Snipers can find comparable work serving as a big game hunting guide or marksmanship instructor. Others may choose to work in law
enforcement or security for another government agency. Summary A Marine Corps Scout Sniper (MOS 0317) is very needed during times of war and combat. Scout Snipers are skilled in enemy surveillance, stealth, and concealment, as well as long-range marksmanship. Marine Corps Scout Snipers are deployed to both urban population centers and
rural landscapes to effectively engage individual targets. Resources: General FAQHow long does it take to become a Marine scout sniper?If you qualify, you'll need to complete Scout Sniper School, which is 79 days at Quantico in Virginia. How do you become a Marine scout sniper?Marine Corps Scout Sniper is considered a secondary MOS not open
to new recruits. If you are an E-3 or higher, obtain a Secret clearance, and score 100 on the General Technical portion of the ASVAB, you may qualify. How much are Marine Corps Scout Snipers paid?Marines are paid according to rank and time in service. As an E-3 or above, you can expect a minimum base pay of about $2,000 a month plus benefits.
How many scout snipers are in the Marine Corps?The Marine Corps currently only has about 300 Scout Snipers, which may force the Corps to open the MOS to new recruits in the near future. Can you be a Marine sniper with glasses?If your vision is correctable to 20/20 in both eyes, you can become a Marine Corps Scout Sniper with glasses. Affiliate
Disclosure: This post may contain affiliate links. If you click and purchase, I may receive a small commission at no extra cost to you. I only recommend products I have personally vetted. Learn more. You may be an amazing shot in “Call of Duty,” but what about transitioning this into real life? Well, you could. In the Marine Corps, there is a job called
Scout Sniper. This could be the perfect role for you if you have the required skills. That’s why I decided to explore what a Marine Corps Scout Sniper (MOS 0317) does, the qualifications and training needed, what you can expect to be paid, and where you’ll be stationed. Is this article helpful to you? What is a Marine Corps Scout Sniper? A Scout
Sniper is a highly trained Marine who specializes in long-range precision shooting. They provide an invaluable role within the Marine Corps, using their exceptional skill and training to support Marines during combat operations. Scout Snipers are experts in camouflage, field craft, and marksmanship. Additionally, they are capable of operating
independently for extended periods in all types of terrain and weather conditions. They are also adept at collecting intelligence and providing close support to ground troops. What Does a Marine Corps Scout Sniper Do? The primary role of a Marine Corps Scout Sniper is to provide accurate and timely long-range precision fire. They are also
responsible for gathering intelligence and performing close support tasks when requested. In this role, you can expect to be on the battlefield, often in exceedingly challenging conditions. The daily duties of a Marine Corps Scout Sniper: Provide accurate and timely long-range precision fire. Gather intelligence. Perform close support tasks when
requested. When out on deployment, the duties include: Training. Mentoring. Weapons maintenance. Scout Sniper Platoon (SSP) This is the infantry unit to which all Scout Snipers belong. SSPs are typically composed of 8-10 Marines, led by a staff sergeant, and include a sergeant as the platoon’s second-in-command. The team consists of a Scout
Sniper and Spotter section. A spotter’s role consists of providing security, collecting intelligence, and acting as a forward observer to direct artillery or air support when necessary. Special Application Scoped Rifles (SASR) This is the primary weapon used by Scout Snipers. SASRs are precision-rifle systems chambered for 7.62 mm or .50-caliber
ammunition. They are equipped with high-powered, long-range optics, suppressors, and bipods to enable long-range shooting. What is the Difference Between a Marine Corps Scout Sniper and an Army Sniper? See 3,000+ New Gun Deals HERE They may seem the same, but there is an enormous difference between the two roles. The Marines have
combined the job of Scout and Sniper into one - MOS 0317. The Army uses the MOS 19D for their Cavalry Scouts and then has a separate MOS 18B for their snipers. So, the Army splits up the responsibilities, while the Marines have found that it works better to have one MOS that is responsible for both roles. Marine Corps Scout Sniper (MOS 0317)
- Qualifications and Training Enlisting You must be between the ages of 17 and 29 and have a high school diploma or equivalent to enlist in the Marine Corps. Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery All candidates must take the ASVAB test to determine if they meet the aptitude requirements for enlistment. Training It is impossible to become a
Scout Sniper immediately after training; it is only available to those ranked E-3 or higher with at least 18 months of time-in-service. Therefore, you will have to pursue Marine Infantry or Marine RECON roles before applying for this role. Basic skills learned at Boot Camp include: See 3,000+ New Gun Deals HERE Shooting. Surveillance. Patrolling.
Map reading. Fieldcraft. Qualifications To pursue this role, you must first be selected by your battalion. To be eligible, you must pass the USMC physical fitness standards and combat training and have a rank of E-3 or above. Once they’ve met those qualifications, then it’s off to Base Quantico, where a 79-day long course will prepare you in precision
rifle shooting skills as well as learning how to be a better Marine. The training is extremely challenging, both physically and mentally, but it will prepare you for the demands of the role. There are also a few qualifications you will need to be eligible for this branch of the Marine Corps: 20/20 vision: This is important for a sniper. However, if you don't
have it, you may still be able to qualify with corrective lenses. Marksmanship: You will need to be an excellent shot to qualify for this role. Intelligence: You will need to be able to understand and execute complex orders. Patience: As a sniper, you will often be in hiding for extended periods, waiting for the perfect opportunity to take your shots. You
will need to be able to remain calm and patient during these times. Physical fitness: This is essential for all Marines, but it is especially important for snipers who often operate in challenging conditions. Secret Service Security Clearance: You must be able to obtain a secret-level security clearance from the US government. No history of drug abuse:
You must be able to pass a drug test and have no history of illegal drug use. No history of mental health illnesses: You must be able to pass a psychological evaluation as you are handling high-stress situations. What Does a Marine Corps Scout Sniper Get Paid? Your salary as a Scout Sniper will depend on your rank and years of experience. You cannot
be in this role unless you are Rank E-3 which has a salary of $2,160.60 per month. With experience, this will increase. Along with your salary, you will also receive a housing allowance and food allowance. As well as other benefits such as free healthcare and 30 days of paid vacation per year. See 3,000+ New Gun Deals HERE Where are Marine Corps
Scout Snipers Stationed? Scout Snipers can be stationed anywhere in the world where the Marine Corps has a presence. This could be in the United States, on a ship, or deployed to a combat zone. Due to the nature of the role, you should expect to be deployed frequently. Preparing For a Career If you are interested in becoming a Marine Corps Scout
Sniper, it is important to start preparing yourself both mentally and physically. Here are some ways you can begin your training: Civilian Career Opportunities Many civilian careers would be suitable for someone with the skills and experience of a Scout Sniper. Although, do not expect the roles to be the same. Some examples include: Law
Enforcement: Working as part of a SWAT team will utilize many of the same skills, such as surveillance and patience. Private Security: Providing security for high-profile individuals or events. Military Contractor: Working for a company that provides services to the military. Similar Careers There are many careers in the military that are similar to this



role. Some examples include: Infantry: The role of an infantry soldier is similar to that of a Scout Sniper. Although, they are not trained in long-range precision shooting. Recon: Marine Recon Units conduct many of the same tasks as Scout Snipers, such as intelligence gathering and close support. Special Forces: There are many similarities between
these roles, such as operating behind enemy lines. Thinking About a Career in the US Military? If so, take a look at our detailed articles on Marine Corps Military Police (MOS 5811), USMC Combat Engineer (MOS 1371), Army Cavalry Scout (MOS 19D), Army Counterintelligence Agent (MOS 35L), and Army Human Intelligence Collector (MOS 35M)
for more career opportunities. Also, check out our in-depth reviews of the Best Sniper Rifles, the Best Sniper Scopes, the Best Tactical Rifle Scopes, the Best Shooting Rests, and the Best Range Bags For Shooting you can buy in 2024. Marine Corps Scout Sniper (MOS 0317) - Final Thoughts So, if you’re looking for an exciting and challenging career
that will keep you on your toes, working as a Marine Corps Scout Sniper might just be the perfect fit for you. But make sure you have excellent marksmanship skills, tolerance for prolonged periods of boredom, and nerves of steel before signing up. Until next time, good luck, and thanks for serving.



