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Editor's note: The video in the player above is from a previous report. Court documents revealed horrifying new claims in the killings of two young girls in Delphi, Indiana, alleging the possibility that their deaths were actually part of a "ritualistic sacrifice." The new allegations were made in court filings by attorneys representing Richard Allen, the
man charged with killing 13-year-old Abigail Williams and 14-year-old Liberty German in 2017, which asserted the girls died in a "ritualistic sacrifice" by white nationalists who practice a Norse pagan religion and said their client was not involved. The girls were killed after a relative dropped them off at a hiking trail near the Monon High Bridge just
outside their hometown of Delphi, about 60 miles (100 kilometers) northwest of Indianapolis. Their bodies were found the next day in a rugged, heavily wooded area near the trail. Allen has pleaded not guilty to the charges. The killings have haunted Delphi, a city of about 3,000 where Allen lived and worked at a drug store. Defense attorneys Andrew
J. Baldwin and Bradley A. Rozzi revealed the shocking new claims in a 136-page memorandum, obtained by USA Today, which they said supports Allen's request for a hearing to contest the validity of a search warrant. The filing asserted that several white nationalists practicing the religion Odinism "ritualistically sacrificed" the girls, and nothing
linked Allen to Odinism or any religious cult. Odinisim, according to the Anti-Defamation League, is a term frequently given to a racist variant of the Norse pagan religion known as Asatru -- a religious sect that attempts to revive ancient Norse religious beliefs and practices of pre-Christian Europe. Evidence found at the crime scene consisted of
symbols in the form of runes made up of sticks and fashioned with tree branches, which defense attorneys said were obvious signatures left behind by Odinites. The Carroll County prosecutor’s office didn’t immediately reply to a Monday phone message seeking comment about the defense’s claims. According to the filings, detectives previously
obtained information that connected two groups of men who practiced Odinism to the murders, one in or near Delphi and another that lived in Rushville. Writing in the court documents, defense attorneys stated that a letter regarding the possible connection between the killings and the group practicing Odinisim in Rushville was withheld by the
prosecution. The attorneys accused prosecutors, as well as multiple law enforcement officers, from hiding information about the Odinist connections to the murders, the documents revealed. The two girls were found dead near the Monon High Bridge on Feb. 14, 2017. An autopsy showed that they had been stabbed. In a search warrant request in
March 2017, an FBI agent claimed the girls’ bodies appeared to have been “moved and staged” at the crime scene. Allen, 52, a drugstore worker who had been living in the same small community where the teens resided, was arrested on murder charges in October 2022. Insisting their client is innocent, the defense attorneys stated that it wasn't
plausible that one person was responsible for the murders of Libby and Abby, listing 92 reasons in support of their claim. Early on in the investigation, authorities consulted with a Purdue University professor concerning what resembled possible Odinism signatures left behind at the crime scene, the defense attorneys wrote. But that angle was
"essentially abandoned" after the professor told law enforcement "it was not Odinism or any type of cult worshipping or any type of group that would have conducted the crime," as stated in the filing. According to the memorandum, as of Sept. 7, the investigators claim they can't identify who the purported professor is, have no reports from the
purported professor and have indicated they may never be able to figure out who the person is. Authorities failed to "arrest or even properly investigate" multiple "obvious suspects" who had connections to Odinism, attorneys stated in the documents. "Yet, law enforcement in charge of the Delphi investigation seemingly, and quickly, abandoned the
obvious correlation between the crime scene and Odinism, despite an obscene amount of evidence linking Odinism to the crime scene, and even in spite of powerful evidence linking specific Odinites in and around Indiana to the murders," the attorneys stated in the filings. The defense claimed in the memorandum that the Carroll County Sheriff lied
about evidence to obtain a search warrant at Allen's property and asked the judge to deem the search warrant "illegal" and to suppress what was obtained when it was executed. Defense attorneys said no forensics, including DNA, and no electronic data extracted from computers or phones or from social media linked Richard Allen to the crime scene.
Furthermore, he had no connection to the Odinist suspects, according to court documents. "Richard Allen had nothing to do with this crime, but rather is an innocent man; a patsy for the police, arrested 26 days before an election," the attorneys asserted. Allen's trial is scheduled for January 2024. Evidence in the Delphi, Indiana, double murder case
was unsealed by a county court on Tuesday, revealing key new details, including that suspect Richard Allen's gun was linked to the crime scene.But many questions still remain around the murders of Abby Williams, 13, and Libby German, 14.Here's what we've learned and what remains unclear:Allen places himself at the scene Abby and Libby, best
friends in the eighth grade, were on a hiking trail in rural Delphi when they were killed in February 2017.Allen, a 50-year-old Delphi man, was arrested last month. He's charged with two counts of murder and has entered a not guilty plea.When interviewed by police in 2017, Allen said he was on the trail on the afternoon of the murders, according to
the probable cause affidavit.In an Oct. 13, 2022, interview, Allen told police he saw juvenile girls on the trails east of Freedom Bridge and said he went onto the Monon High Bridge, near where the girls were killed.Flowers sit by a bridge near Delphi, Ind. where Liberty German and Abigail Williams were seen before they were reported missing by
their families on Feb. 13, 2017.This year, Allen "again admitted" to police "that he was on the trail but denied knowing Victim 1 or Victim 2 and denied any involvement in their murders," according to the probable cause affidavit.Allen "has been consistent" in police interviews over the years, former FBI agent and ABC News contributor Brad Garrett
said. "He put himself at the scene, on the bridge."But Garrett said he doesn't understand how it took so long for an arrest."In a small town, in a place where there's a small amount of traffic on this abandoned railroad bridge ... your suspect pool is fairly small," Garrett said, so police likely concentrated their investigation on Delphi and the surrounding
communities.Allen's gun linked to crime scene According to video recovered from one of the victim's phones, Abby or Libby mentioned "gun" as a man approached them, the probable cause affidavit said.A .40-caliber unspent round was found less than 2 feet away from one of the girls' bodies, and that unspent round went through a gun that Allen
owns, according to the probable cause affidavit.Garrett explained that an "unspent bullet is one that has the casing and the projectile still together." To get that, he said one of two things happens: 1.) Someone tries to fire the gun but it's a faulty bullet and it doesn't fire, or 2.) The gun jammed, which Garrett said is common.During a search of Allen's
home on Oct. 13, 2022, officers found knives and guns, including a "Sig Sauer, Model P226, .40-caliber pistol," the probable cause affidavit said.Richard Allen, 50, was charged with the murders of Abby Williams, 13, and Libby German, 14, in Delphi, Ind., in February 2017.Indiana State Police's analysis of Allen's gun "determined the unspent round
located within two feet" of one of the victims "had been cycled through Richard M. Allen's Sig Sauer Model P226," the probable cause affidavit said."When asked about the unspent bullet, [Allen] did not have an explanation of why the bullet was found between" the girls' bodies, the probable cause affidavit said.When Allen voluntarily spoke to police
on Oct. 26, 2022, he said he never allowed anyone to borrow that gun, which he said he owned since 2001, the document added.Garrett said he doesn't understand why it took police so many years to match an unspent round from the crime scene to a gun owned by a man who lives in Delphi.Garrett said he hopes investigators went to all of the local
gun stores to see their records of sales of .40-caliber-type weapons. Garrett said he's solved homicide cases that way, because typically a perpetrator buys a gun legally near his or her home, he said.While it's unclear if police did go to gun stores, Garrett think it's unlikely because there was no mention of a gun in the case until the probable cause
document was released Tuesday.How did the girls die?Despite mention of a gun, it's not clear if Abby or Libby died from gunshot wounds. Police still have not released their causes of death.The probable cause affidavit did reveal that clothes belonging to the girls were found in a creek south of where their bodies were discovered.Photos of Abby
Williams, left, and Libby German, right, at police headquarters in Delphi, Indiana.Lindsey Jacobson/ABC News, FILE"I've always been concerned about how these two youngsters died. The police have put a .40-caliber weapon into the case," Garrett said. "You have this unspent shell casing near the victims' bodies, but you also have things that are
really troubling to me: [The girls] are in one place and their clothes are in another. ... Unless he made them undress -- which I guess is possible -- was there some other weapon used?"Investigators also cite a witness who saw Allen walking with "clothes that were muddy and bloody," according to the probable cause affidavit.According to Garrett, it's
unlikely Allen would be bloody if a gun was the only murder weapon, unless Allen handled the bodies in some manner.Garrett said it's possible that the gun jammed and the Killer turned to another weapon.Knives were also found at Allen's home, according to the affidavit."Why would the police withhold [the cause of death]? The only thing I can think
of is it was too gruesome, in their mind, to release," Garrett said. "It seems like there is something more to it than just a gun."Police believe Allen is the man in suspect photo Video from one of the victim's phones shows a man on the trail wearing dark jacket and jeans. An image taken from the video was released years ago as police asked for
information to help them find the unknown suspect.Investigators said in the probable cause affidavit that they believe Allen is the man seen on the video.This Feb. 13, 2017, file photo released by the Indiana State Police shows a man walking along the trail system in Delphi, Ind., authorities say is the suspect in the killings of two teenage girls.Indiana
State Police via AP, FILEAllen told investigators on Oct. 13, 2022, that he wore jeans and a blue or black Carhartt jacket that day, according to the probable cause affidavit. Allen's wife confirmed to police that he owns a blue Carhartt jacket, the document said.Investigators also claim Allen forced Abby and Libby down the hill to the spot where they
were killed, according to the document.Allen's lead defense attorney Brad Rozzi did not respond to a request for comment and fellow attorney Andrew Baldwin declined to comment.Indiana State Police told ABC News on Tuesday: "Out of respect for the prosecutorial process, which is being led by the Carroll County prosecutor, we are refraining from
making any public statements and are going to allow the probable cause affidavit to stand on its own. As this continues to be an active and ongoing investigation, the Indiana State Police will continue to provide any and all resources available to assist in the prosecution of this case."Carroll County Sheriff Tobe Leazenby said the information in the
probable cause affidavit is "self-explanatory" and declined to comment further. The two teenage girls who were found brutally murdered near a creek in Delphi, Ind., in 2017 had their throats cut, prosecutors said at the trial of Richard Allen, who is charged with the murders. Prosecutors revealed the details of the deaths of Liberty “Libby” German,
14, and Abigail “Abby” Williams, 13, during opening statements, which commenced on Friday, Oct. 18, according to the Associated Press, Fox 59 and the Indianapolis Star. The girls were found slain near the creek in February 2017. For years, no suspect had been identified until Allen was arrested in 2022, and charged with four counts of murder,
according to court records. Fox 59 and the Star, citing prosecutors, reported that Libby was found naked and covered in blood, while Abby was found wearing Libby's clothes. Prosecutor Nick McLeland told the jury on Friday that they would be shown graphic crime scene photos during the trial, Fox 59 reported. Police claimed at the time of Allen's
arrest that they had searched his home and found several knives and a gun that was allegedly linked to a bullet found at the scene, according to the AP. Want to keep up with the latest crime coverage? Sign up for PEOPLE's free True Crime newsletter for breaking crime news, ongoing trial coverage and details of intriguing unsolved cases. Previously,
prosecutors had claimed that Allen had confessed to the murders during a jailhouse call with is wife, according to the AP, CNN and Fox 59. But the defense has sought to have those alleged confessions thrown out, claiming that Allen was in a bad mental state at the time. During his opening statements, defense attorney Andrew Baldwin said Allen's
alleged confessions were caused by a "mental health crisis," and that witness descriptions of the suspect were not consistent, according to Fox 59. Baldwin also said a hair found on Abby's hand was not a match for Allen, the Star reported. In previous motions filed by the defense, which were reported by the AP and CNN, among other outlets, Allen's
attorneys have claimed he is innocent of the murders, which they say were actually committed by Odinists — members of a Norse pagan religion that is linked with White nationalism — as part of a ritual sacrifice. DELPHI, Ind. - Gruesome new details in the Delphi double murder trial were revealed on Monday. The courtroom was filled with gasps as
prosecutors showed crime scene photos, revealing the horror of what happened to two teenage girls. Investigators say Richard Allen brutally killed Abby Williams and Libby German in 2017. Both were found on a hiking trail with their throats slashed. "The last thing the girls saw was Richard Allen’s face," Carroll County prosecutor Nicholas McLeland
said. And they heard his "chilling words: ‘Girls, down the hill,”" while Allen was wielding a gun, McLeland said. "Out of fear the girls complied." He said an unused bullet discovered at the "gruesome" scene between the girls’ bodies came from a gun that belonged to Allen, and that his grainy image and voice were captured by German on her phone. A
short video released in 2019 that also came from German’s phone showed a suspect walking on Monon High Bridge. McLeland said that man was Allen. Investigators searched Allen’s home in 2022 and seized a .40-caliber pistol. Prosecutors disclosed in court documents released several weeks after his arrest that testing determined that an unspent
bullet found between Williams and German "had been cycled through" Allen’s pistol. McLeland told jurors that in addition to the bullet evidence, they would also hear incriminating statements Allen made to correctional officers, inmates, law enforcement, and even his wife. "They had details that only the killer would know," the prosecutor said.
"Richard Allen is the man on the bridge." Allen shook his head at times while McLeland spoke, and his wife, seated in the gallery, did the same when the prosecutor said her husband had confessed to her. Defense attorney Andrew Baldwin told the jury there’s plenty of reasonable doubt. He said Allen’s statements were made under the stress of being
in a tiny cell while under constant watch following his arrest. Baldwin noted that Allen mentioned shooting the girls in the back, though that wasn’t how they died. He said some police officers had believed that one person could not have committed the homicides alone. "Richard Allen is innocent," Baldwin told the jury. "He is truly innocent." The
teens, known as Abby and Libby, were found dead Feb. 14, 2017. They went missing a day earlier while hiking the trail on a mild winter’s day off school. Within days, police released files found on German’s cellphone. Investigators also released one sketch of a suspect in July 2017 and another in April 2019, along with the bridge video. After more
years passed without a suspect identified, investigators said they went back and reviewed prior tips. Investigators found that Allen had been interviewed in 2017. He told an officer he had been walking on the trail the day Williams and German went missing and had seen three "females" at a bridge called the Freedom Bridge but did not speak to them,
according to an affidavit. Allen also told the officer that as he walked from that bridge to the Monon High Bridge he did not see anyone but was distracted, "watching a stock ticker on his phone as he walked."Police interviewed Allen again Oct. 13, 2022, when he said he had seen three "juvenile girls" during his walk in 2017. Investigators searched his
home within days, a search that led to the discovery of the .40-caliber pistol. At earlier hearings, Allen’s attorneys had sought to argue that the girls were Kkilled in a ritual sacrifice by members of a pagan Norse religion and white nationalist group known as the Odinists. Several relatives of the girls testified Friday afternoon, including German’s
grandmother, Becky Patty, who told jurors the two friends were so close that Williams once joined their family on a trip to Florida. She choked up as she recalled her last conversation with her granddaughter on the morning the girls left for their hiking trip to the Monon High Bridge, dropped off there by German’s older sister, Kelsi. Patty said she
told her granddaughter to dress warmly for their excursion despite the mild weather. "The last thing she said to me was, ‘Grandma, we’ll be OK,’" Patty said. Allen, a pharmacy technician, was arrested in October 2022, more than five years after the deaths of 13-year-old Abigail Williams and 14-year-old Liberty German, a case that had vexed police
and inspired much speculation by true-crime enthusiasts. The outsized media attention in the small community prompted a specially appointed judge to pick jurors in Fort Wayne, nearly 100 miles away. They’ll be sequestered for what could be a monthlong trial, banned from watching the news and allowed only limited use of their phones to call
relatives while monitored. The Associated Press contributed to this report. IndianaCrime and Public SafetyNews Richard Allen, the man charged in the 2017 killings of two teenage girls in Delphi, Indiana, confessed to the crime during a phone call with his wife while in custody, a newly unsealed court document alleges. Allen was arrested in October
and faces murder charges in the killings of Abigail Williams, 13, and Liberty German, 14, whose bodies were found a day after they went for a hike along Delphi Historic Trails. He pleaded not guilty. His arrest followed a five-and-a-half-year nationwide search for a suspect. Details of the alleged phone call were included in a large number of
documents unsealed Wednesday by Judge Frances C. Gull, the special judge who has been assigned to oversee the case. On April 3, Allen called his wife, Kathy Allen, one document states. “In that phone call, Richard M. Allen admits several times that he killed Abby and Libby,” according to the document. “Investigators had the phone call transcribed
and the transcription confirms that Richard M. Allen admits that he committed the murders of Abigail Williams and Liberty German. He admits several times within the phone call that he committed the offenses as charged. His wife, Kathy Allen, ends the phone call abruptly,” the document went on to say. Allen’s attorneys previously said their client
“has nothing to hide,” and they planned to make “a vigorous legal and factual challenge” to the prosecution’s claims. The investigation began after then teens went for a hike during a day off from school on February 13, 2017, and didn’t show up at a previously arranged time to meet Libby’s dad, police said. Their bodies were found the next day in a
wooded area near the trail, about a half mile from the Monon High Bridge where they’d been dropped off. Abby posted a photo to Snapchat of the girls crossing the railroad bridge shortly before they were killed, police said. Indiana State Police investigators released a grainy, pixelated image of a man in a blue jacket and jeans on the bridge, along
with a recording of a man’s voice. Investigators said they believed the man was a suspect in the double homicide. A probable cause affidavit released by a judge in November revealed evidence that led investigators to believe Allen forced the girls down a hill and to the location where they were killed, including a .40 caliber unspent round from the
scene that was tied to Allen, according to the affidavit. CNN’s Emma Tucker, Raja Razek, Drew Iden and Barbara MacDonald contributed to this report. Reddit and its partners use cookies and similar technologies to provide you with a better experience. By accepting all cookies, you agree to our use of cookies to deliver and maintain our services and
site, improve the quality of Reddit, personalize Reddit content and advertising, and measure the effectiveness of advertising. By rejecting non-essential cookies, Reddit may still use certain cookies to ensure the proper functionality of our platform. For more information, please see our Cookie Notice and our Privacy Policy. 2017 murder case in
Indiana, US Murders of Abigail Williams and Liberty GermanLiberty German (left) and Abigail Williams (right)DateFebruary 13, 2017Time2:07 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. (EST)LocationNear Monon High Bridge,Deer Creek Township, Carroll County, Indiana, U.S.Coordinates40°3520.7"N 86°38'34.2"W / 40.589083°N 86.642833°W / 40.589083;
-86.642833TypeChild murderPerpetratorRichard Matthew AllenDeathsAbigail Joyce WilliamsLiberty Rose Lynn GermanBuriallOOF Memorial Gardens (Liberty German)[1]IOOF Riverview Cemetery (Abigail Williams)CoronerJordan Cree, Carroll CountyConvictionsMurder (2 counts), felony murder (2 counts)[2]Sentence130 years in prison The murders
of Abigail Williams and Liberty German, also known as the Delphi murders, occurred on February 13, 2017, in Delphi, Indiana. Their bodies were discovered near the Monon High Bridge Trail, part of the Delphi Historic Trails, from where the girls disappeared the previous day. The murders received extensive media coverage, in part due to video and
audio recordings released by law enforcement that came from German's smartphone, which recorded an individual believed to be the killer.[4][5][6] The case remained unresolved for five years until 2022 when Richard M. Allen was arrested and charged with the murders.[7] He was found guilty in 2024 and sentenced to 130 years in prison.[8][9] At
1:35 p.m. on February 13, 2017, 13-year-old Abigail Joyce Williams (born June 23, 2003) and 14-year-old Liberty Rose Lynn German (born December 27, 2002) were dropped off by German's older sister, Kelsi German, on County Road 300 North, east of the Hoosier Heartland Highway. The girls were hiking on the Monon High Bridge over Deer Creek,
among woodland in remote Deer Creek Township. At 2:07 p.m., German used social media to post a photo of Williams walking the bridge; after this incident, they were not heard from again.[10] They were reported missing at 5:30 p.m. after they had failed to meet German's father at 3:15 p.m. The families initially searched for the girls themselves
before calling the police. Authorities searching the area did not initially suspect foul play in the disappearance. This changed when the bodies of the girls were found around noon the next day, about 0.5 miles (0.80 km) east of the abandoned Monon High Bridge.[11] The bodies were found on the north bank of Deer Creek. Police did not initially
release details of how the girls were murdered.[12] As early as February 15, 2017, Indiana State Police began circulating a still image of an individual reportedly seen on the Monon High Bridge Trail near where the two friends were slain; the grainy photograph appears to capture a Caucasian male, hands in pockets, head down, walking on the rail
bridge, towards the girls.[10] A few days later, the person in the photograph, dubbed the "Bridge Guy",[13] was named the prime suspect in the double-homicide.[11] On February 22, law enforcement released an audio recording during which the voice of the suspect, although muffled, is heard to say, "Down the hill."[14] At this news conference,
officials credited the source of the audio and imagery to German's smartphone and further regarded her as a hero for having had the presence of mind and fortitude to secretly record the exchange. Police indicated that additional evidence from the phone had been secured, but would not release further details so as not to "compromise any future
trial." By this time, the reward offered in the case was set at $41,000.[11] Delphi murder suspect sketch On July 17, police distributed a composite sketch of someone sought as a person of prime interest in the murders. The sketch was apparently created from eyewitness accounts of a hiker on the Delphi Historic Trails the day the girls vanished.[11]
On April 22, 2019, Indiana State Police announced a "new direction" in the case and released a new sketch of the suspect, while urging the public to look at the sketch, listen to the audio, watch how the man walks on the bridge and send tips to the tipline email.[15][16][17] Investigators stated they had reason to believe that the suspect might be
hiding in plain sight and was almost certainly familiar with the Delphi area, from living there, working there or for other reasons.[18] An additional plea was made for help in identifying the driver of a vehicle left abandoned off the Hoosier Heartland Highway in Delphi, at the former Child Services office, between noon and 5 p.m. on the day of the
murders.[19] In September 2022, investigators reviewed a misfiled tip after a volunteer file clerk discovered the error. Richard Allen's last name was recorded incorrectly on the tip when submitted, and the file was therefore wrongly marked as "cleared";[20] the file clerk deduced that the tip from years earlier was regarding Richard Allen, and
brought it to the case's investigator.[21] In the tip, Richard Allen self-reported three days after the murders to being on the trails on the day of the murders and seeing three girls on the trails.[22] On October 26, 2022, Richard Allen was taken into custody and appeared in court on October 28.[23][24] On October 31, Indiana State Police announced
that Allen had been charged with two counts of murder in the case. He had pled not guilty. Time described the arrest as "the first major break in a case that has captivated national attention for nearly six years."[25] His trial, originally scheduled to start March 20, 2023, was postponed to allow the defense team to review discovery materials.[26][27]
[28] Two public defenders were appointed to represent Allen.[29][30] On November 29, 2022, Judge Frances Gull issued an order to unseal the probable cause affidavit that led to Allen's arrest. According to the redacted document, video footage recovered from German's phone showed one of the victims mentioning "gun" as a man wearing a dark
jacket and jeans approached them and ordered them to go "down the hill." Investigators believe Allen is the man seen in the video.[31] Investigators also found a ".40-caliber unspent round" less than two feet from one victim's body, but between the two victims. It was later determined that the round came from a gun owned by Allen.[32] A witness
said she saw a man walking away from the bridge "wearing a blue colored jacket and blue jeans and was muddy and bloody." Another witness and a tip mentioned that a car was parked "oddly" and appeared to be parked in a way as if to hide its license plate. Investigators said the description of the vehicle matched a vehicle that Allen owned in 2017.
[31] According to a probable cause affidavit, Allen was interviewed by the police in 2017, and said he was on the trail that afternoon for around two hours.[32] The document also said that in a subsequent interview in October 2022, Allen told authorities he had worn "jeans and a black or blue jacket" that day and had gone to the bridge to "watch fish."
[31] Richard Matthew Allen (born September 1972)[33][34][35] grew up in Mexico, Indiana. Allen was a student at North Miami Middle/High School in neighboring Denver where he participated in football, track and field until graduating in 1991. Allen attended Ivy Tech Community College where he studied accounting, and had a short stint in both
the U.S. Army and National Guard. Allen was later married and had one daughter. From 2003 until 2013, he worked as a store manager at a Logansport Walmart. He later worked at two CVS Pharmacy stores, one in neighboring Peru and the other in Delphi, before receiving his pharmacy technician license in February 2018.[36] Public records show
that Allen relocated to Delphi from Mexico in December 2006.[37] Shortly after his arrest, Allen told authorities that on the day of the murders he was at his mother's house in Peru while his wife was working. Allen estimated that he left the house around 11:15 a.m., and arrived on the Monon High Trail around an hour later. Allen said that he saw
three girls passing by on the trail, before stating that he did not see anybody else afterward. Allen said he then went on his phone to watch the stocks ticker while walking on the trail. Shortly after the murders, Allen told his wife that he was on the trail the day the girls went missing. His wife mentioned that the police were looking to talk to people
who may have information. He then self-reported to a Department of Natural Resources officer three days after the murders.[38] On December 2, 2022, Judge Gull issued a gag order until January 2023. Allen's defense attorneys argued in a motion to move the trial out of Carroll County, based on concerns about juror bias due to what the attorneys
described as the "extensive media attention" and the "highly publicized nature of the case" in the local area.[39][40] In October 2023, Judge Gull removed the defense attorneys, citing gross negligence due to crime scene photos being leaked from their office. The attorneys' removal was appealed to the Indiana Supreme Court in which the justices of
the Indiana Supreme Court reinstated the defense attorneys to the case.[41][42] The trial began on October 18, 2024, in Delphi. During the trial, prosecutors stated both girls had their throats cut.[43][44] Williams was found fully clothed in German's clothing, whereas German was discovered nude.[44] An unspent .40 caliber bullet was discovered
between the bodies, and was later linked to Allen's gun through the "quality and quantity of marks" according to a police firearms examiner.[44] Prosecutors said that Allen had admitted to the murders more than 60 times while incarcerated, confessing to "his wife, his mother, family members, the prison warden, the psychologist who treated him in
prison, other prison employees and other inmates."[45] The confessions were made in person, over the phone, and in writing.[46] Prosecutors told the jury that Allen was the "Bridge Guy" after showing them a digitally enhanced 43-second version of the cellphone video recorded by German.[46][47] A State Police Master Trooper, who had listened to
more than 700 of Allen's prison phone calls, testified that "the voice of the 'Bridge Guy' is the voice of Richard Allen".[48] A clinical psychologist who worked for the Indiana Department of Corrections Behavioral Health testified on behalf of the defense that Allen was "diagnosed with a serious mental illness" and that he had a "grave disability".[49]
She testified that Allen told her that he had "originally planned to sexually assault the victims but ran away when he saw a van nearby, and he had cut the girls' throats and covered their bodies with sticks."[50] The defense hired a neuropsychologist from Carmel, Indiana who testified at trial that Allen had "pretty severe depression" and work-related
stress and anxiety.[51] The jury, which had been sequestered during the trial, began deliberations on November 7.[2][52] On November 11, 2024, Allen was convicted on all counts.[9] On December 20, 2024, Judge Gull sentenced Allen to 65 years for the murder of German and 65 years for the murder of Williams, with the terms to be served
consecutively, resulting in a total of 130 years in prison.[8][53] Allen was then transported to Westville Correctional Facility (and later the Pendleton Correctional Facility), where he is serving his 130-year sentence.[54] On April 9, 2025, the Indiana State Police interrogation video and prison confession of Richard Allen were released to the public. In
one of the videos, Allen is seen denying the murders the day of his arrest. Another video features eight phone conversations between Allen, his wife, and his mother, where he is heard confessing to the murders. This was the first time the recordings had been made public, though they had previously been heard during Allen's trial for the murders.[55]
[56]1[571[58] In response to a request from German's mother in 2017, homeowners across central Indiana installed orange lights on their front porches, to commemorate the girls as well as to indicate that the murderer remained at large at that time.[59] In August 2017, the families announced their plans to build a sports complex for Delphi in memory
of the girls.[60] A non-profit organization, L. & A Park Foundation, was formed to "celebrate and commemorate the lives of Libby German and Abby Williams by creating a place for the appreciation of nature, art, play, and athleticism for generations to come."[61] A site was procured a mile north of Delphi, and in the years following the girls' deaths,
continued progress has been made in the development of Abby and Libby Memorial Park.[62] In 2020, the L & A Park Foundation was named a recipient of the NBA All-Star 2021 Legacy Grant.[63] The Delphi Community Middle School, which both girls attended at the time of their murders,[64] renamed the school's library to the "Abby and Libby
Memorial Library".[65] Law portallndiana portal List of murdered American children List of solved missing person cases Murder of April Tinsley Deaths of Kris Kremers and Lisanne Froon ~ "Family and friends say goodbye to Delphi teens at private funerals". FOX59. February 19, 2017. Archived from the original on November 6, 2022. Retrieved
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Police Information Sought in Investigation into Deaths of Liberty German and Abigail Williams - FBI Indianapolis Field Office Seeking Information on Unknown Suspect in Indiana Double-Murder Investigation - Federal Bureau of Investigation Retrieved from " By ALEX OLIVEIRA FOR DAILYMAIL.COM Published: 15:58 BST, 18 May 2022 | Updated:
22:38 BST, 18 May 2022 A man who owned the land where the teenage victims of the Delphi Bridge murders were found may have been the voice recorded by the girls in their final moments.The FBI search warrant disclosed that Ron Logan couldn't be definitively ruled out as the man heard saying 'Down the hill,' to Abby Williams and Libby German
shortly before they died.Logan died in 2020, and was never formally named as a suspect in the February 2017 murders. Meanwhile, on Wednesday it emerged that Williams and German were found covered in blood - and their killer took a twisted souvenir, a search warrant has revealed.Delphi Bridge murder victims Abby Williams, 13, and Libby
German, 14, were found to have lost a large amount of blood when discovered dead close to an Indiana hiking trail in February 2017.'A large amount of blood was lost by the victims at the crime scene,' an FBI search warrant read. It did not note how the girls had been wounded, but noted that there were no signs of a 'struggle or fight.'The

warrant, obtained by the Murder Sheet podcast and released to Indianapolis FOX59, offered no further information on a murder weapon or cause of death.Police have never disclosed how the two friends died after being stalked by their killer on a hiking trail, with information on the bloody crime scene offering a gruesome new detail. Their Kkiller
likely got his victims' blood on his clothes, the warrant also revealed, although no-one has ever been charged with the double-homicide. Indiana State Police said in February they know who Kkilled the girls, but say they have insufficient evidence to make an arrest. Libby Williams, 13 (left), and Abby German, 14, (right), were found bloodied and
murdered after going missing on February 13, 2017, in Delphi, IndianaChillingly, FBI investigators believe the young friends' killer took a souvenir from their corpses to provide a warped memento of his appalling crimes. The warrant offered no further detail on what the souvenir was, although it did say that 'the rest of (the girls') clothing was
recovered,' implying that the killer had taken something they'd been wearing. And sickeningly, the murderer 'staged' the girls' bodies in a particular way after killing them, although it remains unclear exactly how he did this. Investigators believe photographs or videos were likely shot of the grotesque set-up to 'memorialize' the crime scene. The
warrant further revealed that the FBI had probable cause to search the home and property of Ron Logan.He was the owner of the land where the girls' bloodied bodies were found. They were discovered about 1,400 feet from Logan's house. Logan was arrested shortly after the Kkillings, but was never charged, and died in 2020. He was a habitual
traffic offender who served time behind bars for his crimes, but is not considered a suspect in the murders of Williams and German. The 2017 murder of Abby, 13, and Libby, 14, became notorious after investigators released chilling footage the girls recorded of a man following and approaching them across the Manon High Bridge in the woods of
Delphi, Indiana. A brief snippet of audio was released, of the man saying 'Down the hill.' The full clip is 43 seconds long, but its contents are believed to be too disturbing to share in full. The voice in the clip was described as being 'not inconsistent' with that of Logan, the FBI investigation concluded. A brief clip of the man walking towards the girls on
the Monon High Bridge Trail was released too. A newly obtained FBI warrant from the investigation into the murders of Abby Williams, 13, and Libby German, 14, reveal that investigators wanted to search the property of Ron Williams (above, in a 2017 mugshot for a parole violation), who owned the land where the girls' bodies were found for any
evidence connected to the crime Footage found on the girls' phone showed a man following them down the train tracks they were walking on. He can be heard telling them 'Guys, down the hill.' Police suspect he is the killer Just before the girls disappeared they posted photos and video to social media showing them walking down the train tracks
near the Monon High Bridge Trail (above) A shot of the Monon High Bridge Trail that the girls posted on social media before their disappearance. Their bodies were found 1,400 feet from Ron Logan's home The FBI agent who wrote the warrant said that she had probable cause to search the property of Logan, including his house, any outbuildings,
and his car for anything that might be linked to the murders, including bodily fluids, hair, and guns or cutting instruments. The FBI also wanted to check for cameras or anything where photos or videos could be stored.The document also stated that Logan's 'voice is not inconsistent with that of the person in the video,' and that he was known to own
numerous handguns and knives.The warrant also revealed that Logan lied about his alibi to police, noting that he had told investigators that on the day of the murder on February 13 a friend had picked him up and driven him to a store between '2pm and 2:30pm.'Logan reached out to a family member the following morning on February 14 and asked
them to tell police about his trip the previous day, and to say he returned home between 5pm and 5:30pm. Ron Logan spoke with reporters on his property days after the girls' bodies were found. He told them he had no idea how they could have gotten to where they were found Logan was arrested in April 2017 after confessing to violating parole
related to serial traffic violations. He was never named as a suspect in the killings of the girls and died in JanuaryThe family member Logan asked to lie for him told police Logan's lie on March 7, 2017, then two days later admitted he'd lied because Logan asked him to, adding that Logan 'had never asked [him] to lie in the past.'Investigators noted
that Logan appeared to have asked the family member to lie for him before the crime had even been discovered. The warrant wrote that Logan made 'statements that were found to be factually false and intentionally designed to deceive.'A search of Logan's property in March 2017 turned up a receipt timestamped 5:21pm from a town 30 minutes from
his house, making his return home at the time he reported in his alibi doubtful.Cellphone data also revealed Logan to be in Delphi and near the Monon High Bridge where the girls went missing on the afternoon of their disappearance.In April of 2017 Logan was arrested after he confessed to violating a parole related to serial traffic

violations. Suspected pedophile Kegan Kline talked to Libby German using a fake Instagram account. He denies murdering the girls, and said his father could be involved In December, police revealed the girls may have been communicating with someone online using these photos. It was a fake account and the pictures belong to a model and cop
who lives in Alaska. The information about the fake Instagram account led to 'a tremendous number of leads' but police still have not made any arrestsin March, Kegan Kline was named as a possible suspect in the girls' murders.Kline, 27, Peru in Indiana, is said to have admitted talking to Libby German using a fake Instagram profile called

Anthony shots.The suspected pedophile - who is heavy-set and pasty-faced - used an image of a ripped and muscular young man to trick underage girls into speaking to him.Kline is said to have arranged to meet with Libby on the Delphi High Bridge the day before she was murdered while walking along it. But he is also said to have shared his
Anthony shots password with others - including his father - and said his dad could be a prime suspect in the killings.Kline is being held in jail after being arrested on separate child porn charges in 2020. Neither he nor his father have been arrested over the Delphi Bridge killings, which police continue to investigate. Kegan Kline Kegan Kline, 27, of
Peru, Indiana, was named as a possible suspect in the girls' murders. He is said to have admitted talking to Libby German using a fake Instagram profile called Anthony shots. The suspected pedophile - who is heavy-set and pasty-faced - used an image of a ripped and muscular young man to trick underage girls into speaking to him.Kline is said to
have arranged to meet with Libby on the Delphi High Bridge the day before she was murdered while walking along it. Kegan Kline, 27, (right) confessed to talking to Abby and Libby online before they were murdered. He posed as the ripped gentleman online when speaking to the girlsBut he is also said to have shared his Anthony shots password
with others - including his father - and said his dad could be a prime suspect in the killings.Kline is being held in jail after being arrested on separate child porn charges in 2020. Neither he nor his father have been arrested over the Delphi Bridge killings, which police continue to investigate.James Chadwell II James Chadwell 11, 43, was characterized
as 'absolute evil' by his own brotherJames Chadwell, 43, was added as a suspect in 2021 after he was arrested and convicted for luring a nine-year-old girl to his home where he sexually assaulted and strangled her in his basement, 20 miles from where Abby and Libby were murdered. The girl survived, and Chadwell is currently serving a 90-year
sentence for the attack.In an interview with DailyMail.com in 2021, Chadwell's brother characterized him as being 'pure evil,' and more than capable of the Delphi murders.Authorities have released no connections between Chadwell and the Delphi murders. Thomas Bruce, a killer and former pastor, resembled the man in the Delphi videoThomas
BruceThomas Bruce, a former pastor, was charged with fatally shooting one woman and sexually assaulting two others at a Catholic Supply store in St. Louis, Missouri, in November 2018.Bruce was noted for having a similar stature to the man seen in the Delphi video, and also wore similar clothes during his St. Louis crime as the man in the video
Libby and Abby took.Indiana police looked into Bruce in connection to the Delphi murders, but no charges have been handed down. He is currently serving life in prison for his St. Louis crime.Charles EldridgeCharles Eldridge was arrested in Union City, Indiana, in 2019, after he arranged to meet somebody he thought was a teenage girl for
sex.Charles Eldridge (left) bore a striking resemblance to a preliminary police sketch of the Delphi suspect (right). The sketch was later updated to show a clean-shaven manHe was charged with child molestation, and was linked to the Delphi murders because of his strong resemblance to the man in the Delphi video, and a preliminary police sketch
investigators had circulated of the suspect. Police say they ruled Eldridge out as a suspect, and that he did not match an updated sketch of the suspect.John Miller John D. Miller was arrested in 2018 for the 1988 murder of an 8-year-old girl, and threatened to kill again over the yearsJohn Miller, 63, was arrested in 2018 for the 1988 cold-case rape
and murder of 8-year-old April Tinsley. Miller lived two hours from Delphi at the time of his arrest. In the years before his arrest, Miller had left numerous notes in public places saying the killer of Tinsley would strike again. "I kill 8-year-old April Marie Tinsley. I will kill again,' one note found in 1990 read. No charges have been issued against Miller
in relation to the Delphi case.Daniel NationsDaniel Nations, a registered Indiana sex-offender, was arrested in Colorado in September 2017 after threatening hikers with a hatchet. It was also reported that a cyclist was murdered on the same trail around the same time Nations was threatening the hikers. Nations was connected to the Delphi murder
because of the similarities between the crimes, and because he bore a strong resemblance to the preliminary police sketch of the Delphi suspect. Police cleared nations as a suspect. Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format for any purpose, even commercially. Adapt — remix, transform, and build upon the material for any
purpose, even commercially. The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms. Attribution — You must give appropriate credit , provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made . You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use. ShareAlike
— If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you must distribute your contributions under the same license as the original. No additional restrictions — You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally restrict others from doing anything the license permits. You do not have to comply with the license for elements of the
material in the public domain or where your use is permitted by an applicable exception or limitation . No warranties are given. The license may not give you all of the permissions necessary for your intended use. For example, other rights such as publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how you use the material. DELPHI, Ind. — Attorneys for a
northern Indiana man charged with killing two teenage girls contend in court documents filed Monday that their client had nothing to do with the crimes and that the girls died as part of a ritual sacrifice.Attorneys Andrew Baldwin and Brad Rozzi, who represent Richard Allen of Delphi, said in a 136-page document that 13-year-old Abigail Williams
and 14-year-old Liberty German were killed by members of a pagan Norse religion and white nationalist group known as Odinists.They also requested a hearing to present evidence that the search warrant for Allen’s house was based on faulty probable cause and should be suppressed.Officers escort Richard Matthew Allen out of the Carroll County
courthouse following a hearing, in Delphi, Ind., in 2022.Darron Cummings / AP file"Members of a pagan Norse religion, called Odinism, hijacked by white nationalists, ritualistically sacrificed Abigail Williams and Liberty German," the attorneys said in the filing."Absolutely nothing links Richard Allen to Odinism or any religious cult," they wrote.The
attorneys claim that two groups of Odinists, one from the Delphi area and one from the Rushville area in southeastern Indiana, were investigated for their involvement in the crimes. They say investigators found multiple ritualistic symbols at the crime scene, including the way Liberty’s body was positioned.The Carroll County prosecutor’s office didn’t
immediately reply to a Monday phone message seeking comment about the defense’s claims.The two girls were found dead near the Monon High Bridge on Feb. 14, 2017. An autopsy showed that they had been stabbed.Liberty German and Abigail Williams.via NBC Chicagoln a search warrant request in March 2017, an FBI agent claimed the girls’



bodies appeared to have been "moved and staged" at the crime scene.The defense filing claims possible "Odinism signatures,” including ritualistic symbols, were left at the crime scene but that investigators abandoned that angle.Allen’s attorneys also named several potential suspects who have not been charged in the case.The girls were killed after
a relative dropped them off at a hiking trail near the Monon High Bridge just outside their hometown of Delphi, about 60 miles northwest of Indianapolis. Their bodies were found the next day in a rugged, heavily wooded area near the trail.Allen has pleaded not guilty to the charges.The killings have haunted Delphi, a city of about 3,000 where Allen
lived and worked at a drug store. New details about the 2017 murders of teen friends Liberty "Libby" German, 14, and Abigail "Abby" Williams, 13, are coming to light as the trial of Richard Allen continues. The double murder case against the 52-year-old former pharmacy technician continues in the Carroll County Courthouse in Indiana, where Allen
is accused of murdering the middle school students on February 13, 2017. That day, the girls opted to spend their day off school walking the historic Delphi Trails, about 70 miles north of Indianapolis, before they ultimately went missing. Their bodies were found the next day, less than one mile from the Monon High Bridge, where German’s phone
captured the suspect walking and saying, “Guys, down the hill,” as widely publicized nationwide. The full 43-second clip, never released to the public, was shown to jurors on Tuesday, October 22, 2024, as reported by Oxygen.com. Jury selection began on Oct. 14, 2024, and new details about the murders — much of which was previously concealed
from the public — continue to be revealed in trial. Here’s what we know:Abigail Williams and Liberty German's Cause of DeathAlthough an unspent .40 caliber casing found at the crime scene connected Allen to the murders, semi-retired forensic pathologist Dr. Roland Kohr testified that both the girls died after their throats had been cut, according to
The Indianapolis Star. His testimony matched what 2023 court documents — obtained by Indianapolis’s WISH-TV — revealed, noting the girls died of “wounds caused by a sharp object.”Dr. Kohr, who’s performed more than 7,700 postmortem examinations during his extensive career, performed both the girls' autopsies, and testified that Williams
sustained a fatal, two-inch laceration that wounded the teen’s jugular.German, on the other hand, suffered no less than four overlapping cuts to the neck, two of which would have proven deadly, per the Indianapolis Star. On the second day of testimony, Carroll County Prosecutor Nick McLeland said German was discovered nude and that Williams
was found wearing German'’s clothes, according to Fox Indianapolis affiliate WXIN. On the fourth day, Indiana State Police (I.S.P.) crime scene investigator Brian Olehy testified that one could make the “logical assumption” that German “was disrobed.”However, Dr. Kohr said there was no apparent evidence that either girl had been sexually
assaulted. He added that “no trauma was left,” suggesting that such an assault could have taken place, but that they didn’t have evidence to prove it, according to the Indianapolis Star.Furthermore, Dr. Kohr stated that blood found on German’s hands suggested German possibly reached for her throat after the injuries were inflicted. He opined that
both girls survived approximately four to 10 minutes after the fatal cuts, though both would have likely lost consciousness before succumbing to the injuries. RELATED: Delphi Murder Suspect Richard Allen's Attorneys Claim Victims Were Sacrificed By PagansThe Evidence Taken from Libby German’s PhoneLibby German’s iPhone, which infamously
captured the girls’ suspected killer as he purportedly followed them on Monon High Bridge shortly before their deaths, has become a crucial piece of evidence in the ongoing murder trial.I.S.P. Sgt. Christopher Cecil confirmed on Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024 that German’s phone received no incoming SMS messages between 4:06 p.m. on Feb. 13, 2017,
and 4:33 a.m. on Feb. 14, 2017. The phone did receive iMessages, meaning messages that came through via an internet connection as opposed to cellular service, according to the Indianapolis Star. Fifteen SMS messages reached German’s phone at 4:33 a.m., indicating the phone gained enough signal to receive previously sent messages. Cecil said
there was nothing to suggest the phone had been turned off. Per the Indianapolis outlet, on Feb 13, 2017, German placed a call to her father to confirm a pick-up time later that day. Minutes later, at 1:41 p.m., German took multiple selfie snaps, which showed Williams in the background.German posted a photo of the bridge at 2:05 p.m., before “a
video was recorded” of the murder suspect on the bridge at 2:13 p.m., Cecil told the court. According to the Indianapolis Star, jurors saw the full video of the man following Williams.An Apple Health app recorded the phone’s final movements at 2:32 p.m. That was where the phone allegedly stopped and remained at Deer Creek, where the girls were
later found dead, according to ABC Chicago affiliate WLS-TV. Investigators said German’s phone was discovered underneath Williams’ body. At 4:06 p.m., a text from German’s grandmother, Becky Patty, stated, “You need to call me now,” followed by several exclamation points. RELATED: Who Was Rodney Alcala? A Look at the “Unequivocal
Carnage” of the Dating Game KillerThe Defense's Odinism TheoryAttorneys Andrew Baldwin of The Criminal Defense Team and Brad Rozzi have maintained that Williams and German were Kkilled as part of a neo-Pagan sacrifice, pointing away from their client as the possible culprit, as reported by Oxygen.com. They claim Odinists — those who revere
the Norse god, Odin — reportedly killed the girls, positioned their bodies, and made symbols with sticks in ritualistic fashion. On September 4, 2024, Special Judge Fran Gull blocked the alternate theory from being introduced at the trial. However, on Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024, citing Allen’s constitutional rights, attorneys filed a motion so that they
could bring in Odinism expert Dr. Dawn Perlmutter to take the stand, according to the ABC affiliate. The new motion came one day after investigator Olehy said someone used sticks as an “attempt at concealment.” In Wednesday’s filing, defense attorneys claimed, “the sticks on the girls appear to be arranged in a pattern/arrangement or (at a
minimum), using a person’s own eyeballs, common sense, logic, and reason, could cause a reasonable person to believe that the sticks were formed into some pattern/arrangement and weren’t being used to conceal the bodies," according to NBC Indianapolis affiliate WTHR. Experts state Odinism is a focus for white supremacist gangs inside Indiana’s
prisons, though County Prosecutor previously referred to the defense’s theory as “a fanciful defense for social media to devour,” per WXIN. The judge has yet to rule on the recent motion.



