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The brawling Montagues and Capulets demonstrate a tragic inability to resolve their long-standing feud, with Benvolio serving as the voice of reason in efforts to quell the violence. The quotation "Part, fools! Put up your swords. You know not what you do" showcases Benvolio's attempt to intervene, highlighting the senseless nature of the conflict.
###ARTICLEIf ever you disturb our streets again, / Your lives shall pay the forfeit of peace.” After breaking up the fight, the Prince threatens the Montagues and Capulets. They have fought three times in the streets of Verona and caused huge disruptions. If they fight again, he will have them put to death. ‘Peace! I hate the word, as I hate hell, all
Montagues, and thee. Have at thee, coward!’ Tybalt is very different to Benvolio. At first, Tybalt mocks Benvolio for trying to make peace. Tybalt hates peace (and the Montagues) a lot. This shows how aggressive he is. In Elizabethan society, hell would have been a bad thing but here, Tybalt encourages strong hatred in society. Tybalt uses the noun
‘coward’ to try and make Benvolio angry and provoke him into fighting. The best way to revise quotations is to group them by character, or theme. Below you will find definitions and analysis of the best quotations, arranged by the following themes:Romeo and Juliet is known for its theme of love but it’s also a tragic tale of woe and conflict. Paired
quotations are from Act 1 Scene 1 “Here’s much to do with hate, but more with love” - Romeo Montague, Act I, Scene 1“O brawling love, o loving hate” - Romeo Montague, Act I, Scene IMeaning and contextIn the first scene Benvolio informs Romeo there has been a fight. Romeo says he believes the feud is fuelled by hatred stemming from love
Shortly after discussing the feud, Romeo confides in Benvolio about his deep thoughts that love is painful and difficultAnalysisAudiences are introduced to Romeo as a character who understands the connections between love and hate This scene shows love and hate side by side. Romeo uses an oxymoron (“loving hate”) to show his contrasting
feelings, beautifully describing his inner conflict and the strength of his feelings. The parallels drawn by Romeo at the start of the play foreshadow the violence of the love between Romeo and JulietAct 1 Scene 5 quote“Did my heart love till now? Forswear it, sight! For I ne’er saw true beauty till this night” - Romeo Montague, Act I, Scene VMeaning
and contextWhen Romeo sees Juliet at the masked Capulet ball he believes her to be the most beautiful girl he has seen He suggests any previous love, such as his love for Rosaline which the audience has just seen him troubled over, was not true loveAnalysisHere, Shakespeare shows Romeo as a character obsessed with courtly love Audiences have
just seen Romeo profess a broken heart over Rosaline’s unrequited love and will judge him for his change of heartShakespeare presents Romeo’s fatal flaw, his fickle impulsivenessFriar Laurence and Juliet both criticise Romeo for his inconstant and rash actions which lead to his (and Juliet’s) downfallShakespeare suggests that courtly love was
superficial and fleeting Shakespeare comments here, and in much of his writing, on pure love being constant love. Act 1 Scene 4 quote“Under love’s heavy burden do I sink” - Romeo Montague, Act I, Scene IVMeaning and contextRomeo tells Mercutio he is unable to go to the Capulet Ball as he is heartbroken As seen earlier in the scene, Romeo
believes love to be a heavy burden to carryAnalysisRomeo alludes to the dark moods the audience has seen he is prone to in Act I, Scene I Romeo uses metaphor to show the pain associated with love: he likens his heartbreak to a pressure weighing him downShakespeare shows Romeo as sensitive and prone to depression, subverting gender
stereotypes and commenting on pressures for young men. Act 1 Scene 5 quote“If love be rough with you, be rough with love. Prick love for pricking, and you beat love down” - Mercutio, Act I, Scene VMeaning and contextHere, Mercitio is trying to lighten Romeo’s mood before the Capulet ballHe advises Romeo to beat love’s pain by being casual with
it, by fighting back AnalysisHere, Mercitio advises Romeo to be less sensitive about love, using the metaphor of a thorny roseShakespeare uses Mercitio’s dialogue to provide comedic and light relief from the intensity of other scenes Shakespeare often uses puns in Mercitio's bawdy, humorous dialogue to play on the double meanings of words Here,
Mercitio uses the double meaning of the word ‘prick’ to connote thorns and sex, suggesting Romeo uses sex to overcome painful loveLater, Mercitio delivers a soliloquy about Queen Mab; the speech suggests daydreams and fantasies about love are a waste of timeMercitio advises RomeoThe complexities of love in Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet are
conveyed through the contrasting attitudes of its characters, particularly Romeo and Mercutio. In Act 2 Scene 2, Romeo exclaims to Mercutio, "O, swear not by the moon, th' inconstant moon," a quote that resonates deeply with Juliet Capulet's dialogue from Act II, Scene I. Juliet poignantly states, "My only love sprung from my only hate." This
oxymoron highlights the intricate relationship between love and hate, reflecting the danger of loving an enemy. Shakespeare employs celestial imagery to illustrate the fleeting nature of stars and planets, which contrasts with the enduring power of human emotions. When Juliet asks Romeo to swear his love by something more constant, she subtly
critiques the changing moon, underscoring her desire for stability in their relationship. This critique is echoed in Friar Laurence's warning that "these violent delights have violent ends." As the friar marries the star-crossed lovers, he cautions them about the destructive nature of passion. These lines foreshadow the tragic fate that awaits Romeo and
Juliet, as they ultimately succumb to their all-consuming emotions. The chorus sets the tone for the play, stating, "Whose misadventured piteous overthrows do with their death bury their parents' strife." This warning informs audiences of the rebellion that will unfold, as the young lovers defy the status quo and ultimately meet a tragic end. The use of
the word "bury" foreshadows the sacrifices Romeo and Juliet will make for their families. Throughout the play, Shakespeare challenges Elizabethan audiences to consider the violence that comes from civil war and the devastating impact it has on innocent citizens, particularly young people. By exploring the complexities of love and hate, Shakespeare
creates a tragic narrative that lingers long after the curtain falls. In Romeo and Juliet, Shakespeare employs oxymorons to highlight the contradictions between opposing forces, as well as dark imagery to foretell a tragic outcome. The play's themes of love, honour, and conflict are woven together through the character of Friar Lawrence, who presents
the idea that opposing forces in nature can coexist. The ancient feud between the Capulets and Montagues serves as the catalyst for the tragic events that unfold. The "ancient grudge" creates a sense of continuity and tradition, yet also perpetuates hatred and violence. This theme is echoed in the chorus's warning that "civil blood makes civil hands
unclean," suggesting that the conflict will lead to further harm and violence. The use of sonnets by Shakespeare adds a layer of complexity to the play's themes. The traditional form of Italian poetry about courtly love is subverted by the exploration of honour, family loyalty, and the consequences of feuding. The "ancient grudge" remains unknown
throughout the play, challenging Elizabethan perspectives on family honour and highlighting the patriarchal hierarchy. In Act II, Scene II, Juliet's soliloquy highlights the importance of names in love, as she asks Romeo to deny his family name and take hers instead. This scene is significant because it challenges values about family honour and shows
Juliet's determination to follow her heart. The use of metaphorical language and imperative verbs emphasizes the strength of her feelings. Tybalt Capulet's character serves as a foil to Romeo, highlighting the intensity of hatred in the feud. His dialogue is dramatic and intense, using rhetorical questions to express his shock and offence at the
suggestion of peace. The verb "strike" suggests the violence inherent in Tybalt's words, emphasizing the connection between sin and family honour. A pivotal scene in Shakespeare's tragic love story, Act 3 Scene 1 of Romeo and Juliet is marked by intense emotions and a profound curse delivered by Mercutio. The scene serves as a plot twist,
showcasing the devastating consequences of the feud between the Capulet and Montague families. Perceiving a foreboding sense of fate instinctively resonated within themSourcesWells and Taylor's comprehensive compilation, published in 2005 by Oxford University Press, shed light on The Complete Works of The Oxford Shakespeare (Second
Edition)
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