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Driver's	license	dmv	eye	test	machine

I	think	we	can	all	agree,	but	taking	a	driver’s	eye	exam	is	not	a	pleasant	experience.	You	can	get	nervous	or	stressed	out	beforehand,	and	it	can	severely	impact	your	overall	performance.So	to	help	you	take	the	stress	off,	you	can	make	a	few	simple	changes	and	learn	how	to	pass	a	driver’s	license	eye	exam	with	flying	colors.Now,	you	might	be
wondering	how	on	earth	do	you	pull	it	off?	Well,	if	you	want	to	find	out	—	keep	on	reading.Now,	all	50	states	in	the	U.S.,	along	with	the	District	of	Columbia,	have	their	own	specific	vision	requirements.	However,	most	often,	they’ll	do	a	test	based	on	the	Snellen	Visual	Acuity	Scale.For	example,	in	California,	you	need	to	have	at	least	20/70	vision,	and
if	you	have	20/200,	you	won’t	be	eligible	to	drive.	On	the	other	hand,	Kentucky’s	DMV	will	let	you	drive	with	20/200	vision,	provided	that	you	wear	corrective	lenses.So	even	though	all	tests	are	different,	most	states	require	you	to	have	at	least	20/40	vision	in	both	eyes,	with	or	without	corrective	lenses.	Also,	once	you	reach	the	age	of	70	or	75,	you’ll
have	to	retake	the	eye	exam	every	three	to	four	years.But	if	you	want	to	know	what	your	state’s	DMV	requirements	are,	you	can	either	go	to	their	official	website	or	check	out	this	link	for	more	information.If,	during	the	exam,	the	doctor	concludes	that	you	have	to	wear	corrective	lenses	to	pass	the	test,	they’ll	put	a	“B”	restriction	on	your	driver’s
license	or	learner’s	permit.	The	two	most	common	restrictions	are	Telescopic	Lenses	and	Daylight	Driving	Only.Telescopic	lenses	are	much	more	potent	than	regular	contact	lenses	or	eyeglasses.	If	you	have	this	restriction,	you’ll	have	to	fill	out	the	Eye	Test	Report	for	Medical	Review	Unit	form.Once	you’ve	done	that,	you	have	to	send	it	to	the	DMV’s
Medical	Review	Unit,	and	they’ll	tell	you	how	to	proceed.	Now,	you	can	get	this	restriction	lifted	if	you	correct	your	vision	in	the	meantime.	So	if	you	don’t	need	to	wear	telescopic	lenses	anymore,	send	an	MV-80L	form	to	your	local	DMV.You’ll	get	a	Daylight	Driving	Only	restriction	if	the	eye	care	professional	concludes	that	your	night	vision	is
impaired.There	are	three	ways	you	can	remove	your	restrictions:At	the	DMV	office	in	personBy	mailOnlineIf	you	can,	I	recommend	going	directly	to	the	DMV	office	and	doing	an	eye	test	there.	It’s	the	easiest	route,	and	once	you’ve	submitted	the	necessary	forms,	they’ll	remove	your	restriction	right	away.However,	if	you	want	to	do	it	by	mail,	you
have	to	obtain	proof	that	you	no	longer	need	telescopic	or	corrective	lenses	and	order	a	replacement	document.For	online	submissions,	your	eye	care	professional	has	to	be	enrolled	in	the	DMV	Online	Vision	Registry.	Then,	they’ll	notify	the	DMV	that	you	don’t	need	lenses	anymore,	and	your	restriction	will	be	immediately	lifted.Most	eye	tests	start
with	the	eye	care	professional	asking	you	for	your	medical	history.	For	your	DMV	exam,	one	of	these	professionals	has	to	perform	it:A	physician	or	a	physician’s	assistantOpticianOptometristOphthalmologistA	registered	nurse	or	nurse	professionalDepending	on	the	state	where	you’re	taking	the	exam,	you	can	expect	to	take	either	of	these:Visual
acuity	testVisual	field	testColor	vision	testingDepth	perception	testFor	the	visual	acuity	part,	the	eye	care	professional	will	have	you	stand	a	few	feet	back	from	a	board	or	look	through	a	machine.	Then,	you’ll	have	to	identify	each	letter	or	number	that	they’re	pointing	to	while	having	one	eye	covered.	Once	you’ve	done	that,	they’ll	cover	the	other	eye
and	repeat	the	test.You	can	also	get	a	field	test	that	will	measure	your	perimetry.	In	essence,	it	will	examine	what	you	can	see	on	the	left	and	right	side,	without	moving	your	eyes.The	most	basic	type	of	visual	field	exam	is	the	confrontation	test.	A	professional	will	cover	one	eye	and	ask	you	to	look	straight	ahead.	Then,	they’ll	tell	you	to	notify	them	as
soon	as	you	see	their	hand	in	the	corner	of	your	eye.If	you’re	applying	for	a	heavy	vehicle	license,	you	might	need	to	do	color	vision	testing.	Even	though	they	won’t	test	true	color	perception,	you	do	have	to	recognize	and	distinguish	between	green,	amber,	and	red.As	part	of	your	eye	exam,	a	couple	of	states	in	the	U.S.,	like	West	Virginia	and
Mississippi,	will	test	your	depth	perception.	They	can	do	so	by	showing	you	an	image	of	a	few	street	signs,	seemingly	floating	in	open	space.	Your	job	is	to	discern	which	street	sign	is	closest	to	you.Now,	there	are	no	hacks	that’ll	make	you	pass	your	eye	exam.	I	also	don’t	recommend	guessing	or	memorizing	the	charts	because	your	eye	care
professional	will	see	right	through	it.	Not	only	that,	but	if	you	drive	with	impaired	vision,	you	can	seriously	hurt	or	even	kill	someone	on	the	road.Instead,	here	are	three	things	you	can	do	to	make	your	test	go	more	smoothly.First,	go	to	an	eye	care	professional	that	you	like	and	check	your	vision	there	first.	If	you	can,	try	to	find	one	that’s	enrolled	in
the	DMV	Online	Vision	Registry.	In	addition	to	those	four	exams	I	mentioned,	they	can	also	do	some	further	testing	to	see	how	good	your	eyesight	is.	Also,	if	you	have	any	problems,	the	professionals	will	tell	you	the	best	ways	to	correct	your	vision.At	least	one	week	before	your	eye	exam,	start	drinking	plenty	of	water	and	hydrating	yourself.	Now,
there’s	no	exact	answer	to	how	much	water	you	should	be	drinking,	as	it’ll	depend	on	your	gender,	age,	weight,	and	more	factors.However,	the	best	rule	of	thumb	is	to	drink	water	when	you’re	thirsty	or	around	eight	8-ounce	glasses	a	day.	By	doing	so,	you’ll	prevent	your	eyes	from	quickly	drying	out,	and	they	won’t	get	tired	or	strained	as	fast.But	if
you	haven’t	had	time	to	hydrate	yourself	during	the	week,	you	can	try	out	some	eye	drops.	They’ll	help	moisturize	your	eyes,	and	you	can	buy	them	over-the-counter	at	any	drugstore.Now,	I	know	how	this	sounds,	but	you	wouldn’t	believe	how	many	people	forget	to	blink	when	taking	their	eye	exams.	When	you	don’t	blink,	the	tension	around	your	eyes
increases,	and	it	can	reduce	your	overall	vision,	as	well	as	strain	your	eyes.On	the	other	hand,	blinking	helps	with	eye	lubrication,	and	you’ll	be	able	to	see	more	clearly.	However,	don’t	squeeze	your	eyes	shut	during	the	exam,	as	that	can	have	the	opposite	effect.Don’t	worry;	even	if	you	fail	your	eye	exam,	it’s	not	the	end	of	the	world.	Simply	schedule
an	appointment	with	an	ophthalmologist	and	follow	their	advice.	Once	you’re	fitted	with	glasses	or	lenses,	go	back	to	the	DMV	and	ask	to	retake	the	test.If	you	also	need	some	help	with	taking	your	driving	exam	online,	I	might	be	able	to	help	there	too.	By	following	this	link,	you’ll	learn	more	about	how	to	prepare	for	the	test	and	what	to	expect.The
final	piece	of	advice	I	can	give	you	for	passing	your	eye	exam	is	not	to	stress	yourself	out	too	much.	All	of	these	tests	are	pretty	straightforward	and	don’t	require	any	advance	prep.Even	if	you	fail,	you’ll	be	able	to	retake	it	as	soon	as	you	correct	your	vision.	So	stay	hydrated,	blink,	and	always	follow	the	advice	of	your	eye	care	professional.RELATED
POSTS:	A	DMV	vision	test	checks	your	vision	to	make	sure	that	you	are	fit	to	operate	a	vehicle	safely.		Driving	with	poor	vision	is	unsafe.	You	can	put	yourself,	your	passengers,	and	other	drivers	in	danger	if	you	cannot	see	well	while	driving.	Every	state	has	a	DMV	vision	test	you	must	pass	to	obtain	your	driver’s	license	or	renew	an	expiring	one.	The
DMV	defers	to	the	eye	doctor	to	do	the	DMV	Vision	test.	The	eye	doctor	will	indicate	on	a	DMV	vision	form	whether	or	not	you	have	any	eye	conditions	that	could	be	concerning	for	driving.		A	vision	examination	is	simple	at	the	eye	doctor.	The	test	checks	whether	or	not	you	have	common	eye	conditions,	such	as	the	following:1	Refractive	errors.	These
include	myopia	(near-sightedness),	hyperopia	(farsightedness),	or	astigmatism	(distorted	vision)	Age-related	macular	degeneration.	A	deterioration	of	vision	caused	by	aging	Cataracts.	A	condition	characterized	by	clouding	of	the	eye’s	lenses	Diabetic	retinopathy	(DR).	A	common	symptom	of	diabetes	Glaucoma.	A	serious	condition	that	can	damage
the	optic	nerves	in	the	eyes	Amblyopia.	Also	known	as	“lazy	eye”	Strabismus.	An	imbalance	in	how	the	two	eyes	are	positioned	While	many	people	live	with	a	vision	condition,	it’s	important	to	have	corrective	lenses	or	treatments	before	driving.2	The	DMV’s	vision	screening	standard	requires	it.	More	than	4.2	million	Americans	who	are	40	years	and
older	are	either	legally	blind	or	have	low	vision	(less	than	20/40,	according	to	the	Snellen	Visual	Acuity	Scale)	in	the	better-seeing	eye.1	To	pass	a	DMV	vision	test,	you	must	pass	a	series	of	eyesight	checks.	These	will	check	your	near	vision	and	your	distance	vision.	To	pass	a	DMV	vision	test,	you	need	to	meet	the	minimum	visual	acuity	standard	on
either	or	both	eyes.	This	can	be	with	or	without	corrective	lenses,	like	glasses	or	contact	lenses.	Standards	vary	by	state.	New	York,	Florida,	and	California	require	20/40	vision,	while	New	Jersey	requires	20/50.3,	4,	5,	6	Some	states,	like	New	York,	allow	you	to	take	a	vision	test	at	a	local	DMV	office	or	submit	your	vision	test	results	to	the	DMV.3	If
you	submit	the	results	of	your	vision	screening,	you	must	do	so	in	one	of	two	ways:3	Send	them	electronically	via	an	eye	care	provider	who	is	enrolled	in	the	DMV	Online	Vision	Registry.	Send	a	Vision	Test	Report	by	PDF	or	mail,	completed	in	English	by	a	Physician	Physician's	assistant	Ophthalmologist	Optometrist	Optician	Registered	nurse	Nurse
professional	If	you	are	someone	with	low	vision,	there	are	some	restrictions.3	For	example,	if	you	need	telescopic	lenses	(which	are	stronger	than	normal	glasses)	to	pass	a	vision	test,	you	must	send	the	Eye	Test	Report	for	Medical	Review	Unit	form	(MV-80L)	to	the	DMV's	Medical	Review	Unit.3	If	your	eye	care	professional	or	a	vision	specialist
indicates	that	you	have	impaired	vision	in	low	light,	you	might	have	a	“daylight	driving	only”	restriction	put	on	your	driver's	license.3	You	must	pass	your	vision	test	at	the	DMV	to	be	able	to	obtain	your	license	or	renew	it.		The	DMV	will	schedule	a	Supplemental	Driving	Performance	Evaluation	(SDPE)	to	see	if	you	can	compensate	for	your	condition.
You	will	be	able	to	try	again	with	glasses	or	contact	lenses	to	correct	your	vision.	To	prepare	for	your	DMV	eye	test,	make	sure	that	you	have	an	updated	prescription	if	you	wear	glasses	or	contacts.	A	DMV	vision	test	is	just	an	assessment	of	your	eyesight	to	ensure	that	you	are	safe	to	drive.	The	test	does	not	require	much	preparation,	but	if	you	wear
prescription	glasses	or	contacts,	you	should	make	sure	that	they’re	up	to	date.	Eye	doctors	recommend	that	you	have	an	annual	eye	exam	to	keep	on	top	of	your	eye	health.	Updated	on		February	20,	2024Dr.	Melody	Huang,	O.DMedical	ReviewerMelody	Huang	is	an	optometrist	and	freelance	health	writer.	Through	her	writing,	Dr.	Huang	enjoys
educating	patients	on	how	to	lead	healthier	and	happier	lives.	She	also	has	an	interest	in	Eastern	medicine	practices	and	learning	about	integrative	medicine.	When	she’s	not	working,	Dr.	Huang	loves	reviewing	new	skin	care	products,	trying	interesting	food	recipes,	or	hanging	with	her	adopted	cats.	Quick	Tests	–	Fast	Results	Lightweight	and
portable	No	moving	parts	Night	vision	Test	Standard	Peripheral	test	standard	Headrest	switch	activator	ensures	the	subject’s	head	is	properly	positioned	Remote	control	panel	with	push	button	switches	Instant	access	to	individual	test	targets	No	training	or	certification	required	OVER	18,000	UNITS	SOLD	TO	DRIVER’S	LICENSE	FACILITIES!
Department	of	Motor	Vehicle	laws	in	every	state	require	that	you	pass	a	vision	test	to	get	or	renew	a	driver’s	license.	While	state	laws	may	vary	slightly,	they	typically	call	for	visual	acuity	of	at	least	20/40	in	either	or	both	eyes,	with	or	without	corrective	eyeglasses,	and	peripheral	vision	of	140	degrees.	Understand	Vision	Test	RequirementsDriver’s
license	vision	screening	focuses	on	visual	acuity,	peripheral	vision	and	in	some	states,	the	ability	to	see	colors.	Check	the	laws	in	your	state,	as	colorblindness	may	result	in	an	automatic	failure	in	some	states.	Examiners	use	a	Snellen	eye	chart	to	measure	visual	acuity	--	distance	vision	--	and	a	computerized	machine	to	test	peripheral	vision.	If	you
normally	wear	corrective	lenses,	bring	them	with	you,	as	you	must	wear	them	during	the	exam.Correct	Vision	Problems	Before	the	Test	DayGet	an	eye	exam	from	a	qualified	eye	care	professional,	such	as	a	board-certified	ophthalmologist	or	optometrist	before	or	instead	of	taking	a	vision	test	at	your	local	DMV.	If	you’re	renewing	an	existing	license,
your	state	may	be	able	to	provide	your	doctor	with	a	form	to	fill	out	to	prove	you	meet	the	vision	requirements	for	your	state.	This	is	especially	important	if	you	haven’t	had	a	professional	eye	exam	within	the	past	year	and	may	have	issues	that	require	correction.Remember	to	BlinkForgetting	to	blink	and	squeezing	your	eyes	are	common	problems
during	a	vision-screening	test.	Staring	at	a	DMV	eye	chart	without	blinking	increases	tension	around	your	eyes,	which	reduces	vision	and	leads	causes	eye	strain.	Blinking	also	increases	eye	lubrication,	which	can	significantly	improve	your	ability	to	see	clearly.	According	to	Dr.	Edward	Kondrot,	a	board	certified	ophthalmologist	and	homeopathic
physician,	the	keys	are	to	​blink	lightly	and	often	and	do	not	squeeze	either	eye	shut	during	the	test.​Drink	Plenty	of	WaterKeeping	your	body	hydrated	helps	prevent	lack	of	tear	production.	When	your	eyes	stop	producing	tears,	dry	eye,	eyestrain	and	vision	problems	often	follow.	Dr.	Kondrot	recommends	that	you	drink	at	least	half	your	body	weight	in
ounces	of	water	each	day.	For	example,	if	you	weigh	120	pounds,	drink	60	ounces	of	water	each	day.	​Start	at	least	one	week	in	advance,	as	this	tactic	won’t	work	if	you	wait	until	the	day	of	the	vision	test.​	September	30,	2022	How	to	pass	the	vision	test	at	the	DMV?	One	of	the	minimum	eye	requirements	for	getting	a	driver's	license	is	passing	a	DMV
vision	test.	To	renew	their	licenses,	certain	persons	must	also	pass	an	eye	exam.	To	obtain	a	driver's	license,	you	must	have	visual	acuity	of	20/40	or	better	to	qualify	for	an	unrestricted	license.	The	specifics	vary	by	state,	whether	it	be	natural	or	corrected.	As	a	result,	anyone	who	has	20/40,	20/30,	or	20/20	vision	(or	better)	while	wearing	any
necessary	glasses	or	contact	lenses	should	be	able	to	pass	the	state's	DMV	vision	test.	The	majority	of	DMV	eye	exams	are	simple	and	short	in	duration.	Your	vision	test	could	take	less	than	a	minute,	depending	on	your	condition	(and	vision).	How	beat	the	eye	test	at	the	DMV	Use	the	instructions	on	our	eye	chart	to	test	your	vision	at	home	after
printing	it	off.	The	DMV	eye	test	should	be	passed	if	you	can	read	the	"20/40"	row	or	lower	and	have	acceptable	peripheral	vision.	Schedule	an	eye	checkup	with	a	doctor	if	you're	unsure	whether	your	vision	is	sufficient	to	pass	or	if	you	wish	to	enhance	your	vision	measurement.	You	may	usually	schedule	an	examination	with	an	optometrist	within	a
day	or	two.	The	cost	of	eye	exams	will	vary	depending	on	where	you	have	them	conducted	and	your	insurance	coverage.	It	might	be	as	easy	as	getting	a	pair	of	prescription	glasses	to	improve	your	vision.	The	doctor	will	assess	your	vision	and	provide	you	with	a	current	prescription	for	glasses	or	contacts,	as	well	as	suggestions	on	improving	your
vision's	quality.	How	can	I	test	my	vision	for	driving?	If	you	have	trouble	reading	the	eye	chart,	you	could	be	requested	to	do	extra	distance	vision	tests	on	a	testing	device.	A	visual	field	test,	which	is	used	to	assess	for	peripheral	(side)	vision	loss,	may	also	be	required	in	some	states.	During	a	visual	field	test,	you	will	stare	straight	ahead	while	keeping
an	eye	out	for	lights	to	the	sides	of	your	field	of	vision.	What	does	the	DMV	eye	chart	look	like?	A	Snellen	eye	chart	is	a	common	component	of	vision	exams	for	the	DMV.	These	charts	may	be	a	familiar	sight	if	you've	ever	had	an	eye	exam.	They	have	multiple	rows	of	progressively	smaller	letters	below	and	one	large	letter	at	the	top	to	test	your	visual
acuity.	You'll	be	asked	to	read	a	few	rows	by	a	DMV	staff	member	to	see	how	well	you	can	identify	the	characters	on	the	chart.	They	can	measure	the	sharpness	of	your	eyesight	based	on	the	smallest	row	of	letters	you	can	read.	Can	you	wear	reading	glasses	for	the	DMV	vision	test?	During	the	eye	exam,	you	may	wear	your	reading	glasses,	glasses,	or
contact	lenses.	However,	you	should	only	wear	them	at	the	DMV	if	you	also	need	to	wear	them	while	driving.	In	this	case,	you	will	receive	a	restricted	license	by	the	state	requiring	you	to	always	drive	with	your	prescription	glasses	on.	Failed	vision	test	at	DMV:	what	to	do?	If	you	don't	pass	the	eye	test,	the	DMV	staff	may	consider	several	factors
before	deciding	what	to	do	next.	These	problems	could	involve:	The	severity	of	your	visual	impairmentHow	your	central	and	peripheral	eyesight	is	impactedWhether	any	illnesses	you	have	has	an	impact	on	one	or	both	eyesWhether	or	not	the	issue	is	treatable	with	glasses,	contacts,	or	vision	surgeryWhether	the	state	of	the	vision	will	get	worse	with
time	The	state	may	restrict	your	license	depending	on	your	circumstances.	Restrictions	might	apply	to:	If	wearing	corrective	lenses	is	necessaryLimiting	the	locations	or	hours	at	which	you	can	legally	driveGranting	a	license	for	a	certain	time	You'll	receive	a	specific	document	from	the	DMV	that	must	be	filled	out	and	signed	by	your	eye	doctor.	If	you
can't	see	clearly	while	using	contacts	or	glasses,	your	prescription	might	not	be	up	to	date.	If	so,	you	should	make	an	appointment	for	a	thorough	eye	examination	so	that	an	eye	doctor	can	assess	your	vision	and	write	you	a	new	prescription	for	glasses	or	contacts.	When	you	return	to	the	DMV,	wear	your	new	glasses	or	contacts,	and	don't	forget	to
carry	the	form	that	your	eye	doctor	has	signed.During	this	visit,	your	vision	will	be	tested	once	again.	You	might	occasionally	need	to	take	a	driving	test	to	show	the	DMV	that	you	can	drive	safely.	You	might	have	to	pay	a	fee	if	you	have	one	of	these	restrictions	and	are	stopped	by	the	police	without	your	corrective	lenses.	Don't	forget	your	glasses	or
contacts	because	failing	to	wear	corrective	lenses	while	driving	can	result	in	jail	time	in	several	states.	When	you	arrive	at	the	DMV	for	your	eye	test,	the	process	is	straightforward.	1.	Position	Yourself:	Upon	arrival	at	the	DMV,	sit	or	stand	at	the	designated	distance	from	the	eye	chart.	Ensure	you	are	comfortably	positioned	and	ready	for	the	test.
Test	One	Eye:	Cover	One	Eye:	Follow	the	examiner’s	instructions	to	cover	one	eye.	Focus	on	reading	the	smallest	line	of	letters	you	can	clearly	see	on	the	chart.	Switch	to	the	Other	Eye:	After	completing	the	test	with	one	eye,	cover	the	opposite	eye	and	repeat	the	process	to	assess	the	vision	of	your	other	eye.	2.	Test	Both	Eyes	Together:	Uncover	both
eyes	and	read	another	line	of	letters	with	both	eyes	open.	Concentrate	on	reading	the	smallest	line	you	can	see	clearly	to	assess	overall	visual	acuity.	3.	Check	Peripheral	Vision	(If	Applicable):	If	required,	follow	the	examiner’s	guidance	to	test	your	peripheral	vision.	This	may	involve	identifying	lights	or	objects	in	your	side	vision	without	moving	your
head.	Tips	to	Pass	the	DMV	Eye	Test	When	preparing	for	an	eye	test,	it's	crucial	to	ensure	that	you're	in	the	best	possible	condition	for	accurate	results.	Here	are	some	specific	tips	to	help	you	perform	well:	Wear	Corrective	Lenses:	If	you	usually	wear	glasses	or	contacts,	make	sure	to	have	them	on	during	the	test.	Do	not	attempt	to	pass	the	eye	test
without	any	corrective	lenses	if	they	are	normally	required.	Be	Well-Rested	and	Alert:	Take	the	test	when	you	are	fully	rested	and	alert.	Fatigue	can	affect	your	concentration	and	visual	acuity,	so	it’s	important	to	be	in	the	best	mental	state.	Maintain	Proper	Posture:	Look	straight	ahead	while	holding	your	head	still.	Avoid	swaying	or	moving	your	body
around	as	you	read	the	letters	on	the	chart.	Take	Your	Time:	Read	each	line	of	letters	slowly	and	carefully.	Pause	for	a	few	seconds	before	moving	on	to	the	next	line	to	ensure	you	are	seeing	clearly.	Focus	on	Details:	Pay	close	attention	to	the	details	of	each	letter,	such	as	its	shape	and	size,	rather	than	quickly	guessing	what	the	letter	might	be.
Techniques	to	Reduce	Anxiety	and	Improve	Focus	Feeling	anxious	can	affect	your	performance	on	the	DMV	eye	test.	Here	are	some	techniques	to	help	you	stay	calm	and	focused:	Deep	Breathing:	Take	slow,	deep	breaths	to	calm	your	nerves.	This	helps	reduce	anxiety	and	keeps	you	focused.	Positive	Visualization:	Visualize	yourself	passing	the	test.
Positive	thinking	can	boost	your	confidence	and	improve	your	performance.	Practice	Reading:	Familiarize	yourself	with	eye	charts	online.	Practice	reading	them	from	a	distance	to	build	confidence.	Stay	Hydrated:	Drink	water	to	keep	your	body	and	mind	in	good	condition.	Dehydration	can	cause	fatigue	and	affect	your	focus.	By	using	these
techniques,	you	can	reduce	anxiety	and	improve	your	focus,	making	it	easier	to	pass	the	DMV	eye	test.	What	Happens	If	You	Fail	the	Test?	Immediate	Steps	to	Take	if	You	Fail	the	DMV	Eye	Test	Failing	the	DMV	eye	test	can	be	disheartening,	but	it’s	not	the	end	of	the	road.	1.	Stay	Calm	and	Focused:	Take	a	deep	breath	and	remain	calm.	Understand
that	failing	the	test	is	manageable	and	can	be	corrected.	2.	Understand	Your	Test	Results:	Pay	close	attention	as	the	DMV	examiner	explains	the	areas	where	your	vision	did	not	meet	the	standards.	Ask	questions	if	anything	is	unclear	so	you	fully	understand	what	needs	improvement.	3.	Consult	an	Eye	Doctor:	Immediately	schedule	an	appointment
with	an	eye	doctor	for	a	comprehensive	eye	exam.	You	can	do	this	by	calling	your	optometrist	or	using	online	appointment	scheduling	through	their	website.	If	you	don’t	have	an	eye	doctor,	search	online	for	local	optometrists	and	book	the	earliest	available	slot.	4.	Get	a	New	Prescription:	If	your	eye	doctor	determines	that	you	need	corrective	lenses,
obtain	a	new	prescription	for	glasses	or	contact	lenses.	Ensure	that	your	eyewear	is	ready	before	your	retest.	5.	Apply	for	a	Medical	Exemption	(If	Applicable):	If	your	vision	issues	cannot	be	fully	corrected	but	are	within	a	safe	range	for	driving,	ask	your	eye	doctor	if	you	qualify	for	a	medical	exemption.	Submit	the	necessary	medical	documentation	to
the	DMV	as	per	your	state’s	guidelines.	6.	Schedule	Your	Retest:	After	addressing	your	vision	issues,	contact	the	DMV	to	schedule	a	retest.	You	can	do	this	online	through	the	DMV’s	website,	by	phone,	or	by	visiting	the	DMV	office	in	person.	Make	sure	to	bring	your	new	corrective	lenses	and	any	required	medical	documentation	to	your	retest.	7.
Prepare	for	Your	Retest:	Before	the	day	of	your	retest,	practice	good	eye	care	habits,	such	as	getting	adequate	sleep	and	staying	hydrated,	to	ensure	your	eyes	are	in	optimal	condition.	Possible	Restrictions	or	Conditions	Placed	on	Your	Driver’s	License	Failing	the	DMV	eye	test	may	result	in	certain	restrictions	or	conditions	being	placed	on	your
driver’s	license.	For	example,	you	might	be	required	to	wear	corrective	lenses,	such	as	glasses	or	contact	lenses,	whenever	you	drive.	This	restriction	will	be	noted	on	your	license.	In	some	cases,	if	your	vision	cannot	be	corrected	to	meet	the	standard	requirements,	you	might	be	limited	to	driving	only	during	daylight	hours	or	within	a	certain	distance
from	your	home.	These	conditions	aim	to	ensure	your	safety	and	the	safety	of	others	on	the	road.	If	your	vision	improves	over	time,	you	can	request	a	reevaluation	to	remove	or	adjust	these	restrictions.	The	DMV	requires	all	new	drivers	and	license	renewals	to	take	a	vision	test.	However,	if	you’re	worried	about	passing	and	you’re	wondering	about
‘how	to	beat	the	eye	test	at	the	DMV’,	here	are	some	quick	tips	and	hacks	on	how	to	pass	the	DMV	eye	test:Get	an	eye	exam	before	taking	the	DMV	vision	testUse	proper	lighting	to	improve	your	vision’s	clarityKnow	the	Snellen	chart	and	understand	how	it	worksWear	corrective	lenses	if	you	need	toShould	you	fail,	check	if	you	qualify	for
exemptionsTo	become	a	proactive	and	safe	driver,	you	need	to	have	good	eyesight	to	achieve	the	standard	vision	required	for	driving,	as	well	as	good	peripheral	vision	and	clarity	of	your	surroundings	on	the	road.	It’s	worth	noting	that	color	blindness	does	not	affect	driving	ability.	However,	you	should	be	able	to	recognize	the	various	colors	of	street
lights.In	short,	you	need	to	have	20/40	visual	acuity	in	both	or	either	of	their	eyes.	Meanwhile,	senior	citizens’	vision	tests	are	more	critical,	as	they	should	have	a	score	of	20/50.	If	you	fail	the	DMV’s	eye	test,	you	need	to	see	an	ophthalmologist	for	vision	correction,	allowing	the	doctor	to	evaluate	your	vision	and	determine	if	you	require	corrective
lenses.If	you’re	worried	about	passing,	then	worry	not,	because	our	checklist	gives	you	everything	you	need	to	know	to	improve	your	chances	of	passing	the	DMV’s	eye	test:What	Is	A	DMV	Vision	Test?After	passing	their	written	driving	examinations	and	practical	road	evaluations,	new	drivers	must	pass	a	vision	test	to	complete	the	driver’s	license
application	procedure.	Because	vision	deteriorates	with	age,	licensed	drivers	must	take	a	vision	exam	every	time	they	renew	their	driver’s	license.One	of	the	requirements	for	getting	your	driver’s	license	is	beating	the	eye	test	at	the	DMV.	As	such,	it	proves	that	you	have	good	eyesight	before	you	even	allow	yourself	to	drive	on	public	roads,	which
mainly	puts	you	through	four	main	examinations….	1)	visual	acuity	test,	2)	visual	field	exam,	3)	color	vision	test,	and	4)	depth	perception,	among	others.For	example,	all	driver’s	licenses	in	New	York	are	valid	for	eight	years.	Older	drivers	do	not	need	to	renew	their	licenses	or	have	their	vision	tested	more	frequently.	To	pass	the	DMV	vision	exam,
your	visual	acuity	score	must	be	at	least	20/40	in	one	or	both	eyes,	with	or	without	corrective	lenses.NOTE:	You	will	not	need	to	wear	glasses	or	contact	lenses	while	driving	if	you	fulfill	the	minimal	requirements	without	corrective	lenses.How	To	Beat	The	Eye	Test	At	The	DMV	–	Snellen	Vision	Test	ChartA	Snellen	eye	chart	is	used	in	almost	all	DMV
vision	testing.	These	charts	may	be	recognizable	to	you	if	you’ve	ever	had	an	eye	exam.	They	have	one	large	letter,	typically	an	“E”	at	the	top,	and	several	rows	of	more	minor	characters	below.	A	DMV	official	will	ask	you	to	read	specific	rows	to	see	how	well	you	know	the	characters	on	the	chart.They	can	assess	your	eyesight	sharpness	by	looking	at
the	minor	row	of	letters	you	can	read.	During	this	stage	of	the	eye	exam,	you	may	wear	your	glasses	or	contact	lenses.	However,	only	wear	them	at	the	DMV	if	you	also	need	to	wear	them	while	driving.	The	state	will	restrict	your	driver’s	license,	requiring	you	to	wear	your	prescription	lenses	at	all	times	when	driving.How	Does	The	DMV	Vision	Test
Work?The	license	bureau	will	examine	a	person’s	vision	when	they	go	to	receive	their	new	license.	The	first	test	consists	of	enormous	letters	or	numerals	that	get	smaller	on	each	line	as	you	approach	closer	to	the	bottom.	This	exam	is	identical	to	what	you’d	get	from	an	optometrist.	To	make	things	easier,	some	DMV	offices	include	a	directory	where
you	can	get	a	vision	test.The	person	being	examined	will	read	aloud	the	letters	or	numbers	to	establish	how	well	they	can	see.	Like	at	the	doctor’s	office,	the	system	counts	the	results	and	assigns	a	score	with	a	top	and	bottom	number,	such	as	20/20	or	20/40.The	second	test	entails	staring	into	a	machine	and	looking	for	a	moving	flashing	light.	The
DMV	vision	test	machine	aims	to	assess	your	peripheral	vision;	hence,	it	moves	from	the	front	to	the	side.	It	informs	you	how	well	you	can	see	cars	and	lights	from	the	side	in	reality.What	Kind	Of	Exams	Are	Done	At	The	DMV?Each	state	in	the	United	States	has	its	own	vision	requirements	for	obtaining	a	driver’s	license.	On	the	other	hand,	their
exams	are	primarily	based	on	the	Snellen	Visual	Acuity	Scale.	You	can	usually	expect	the	following	exams	to	be	done	at	the	DMV,	depending	on	where	you	live:How	To	Beat	The	Eye	Test	At	The	DMV	(Exam	1):	Visual	AcuityThis	is	the	first	major	obstacle	in	figuring	out	how	to	beat	the	eye	test	at	the	DMV.	The	eye	doctor	will	ask	you	to	stand	a	few	feet
away	from	the	machine.	Then,	to	stare	through	it	for	this	test.	With	one	eye	closed;	you’d	have	to	recognize	each	alphabet	or	number	that	they	point	at.How	To	Beat	The	Eye	Test	At	The	DMV	(Exam	2):	Visual	Field	ExamA	visual	field	exam	would	be	used	to	determine	your	perimeter.	This	test	will	look	at	what	you	can	see	on	the	right	and	left	sides
without	moving	your	eyes.	The	most	basic	visual	field	exam	is	the	confrontation	test.	You	should	look	straight	ahead	as	the	professional	covers	one	of	your	eyes.	You	will	be	prompted	to	notify	them	when	you	can	see	their	hand	without	turning	your	head.How	To	Beat	The	Eye	Test	At	The	DMV	(Exam	3):	Color	Vision	TestApplicants	for	a	heavy	vehicle
license	must	submit	to	a	color	vision	test.	Although	it	is	not	a	genuine	color	perception	exam,	the	participant	must	be	able	to	tell	the	difference	between	red,	amber,	and	green.How	To	Beat	The	Eye	Test	At	The	DMV	(Exam	4):	Depth	PerceptionPeople	in	several	states	in	the	United	States,	such	as	Mississippi	and	West	Virginia,	must	take	a	depth
perception	test.	You	will	be	shown	photos	of	street	signs	that	appear	to	float	in	the	open	area.	You	must	determine	which	street	sign	is	closest	to	you.For	added	context,	we’ve	done	some	research	and	created	this	handy	little	table	for	you	to	showcase	the	vision	requirements	across	all	50	states.	Of	course,	please	note	that	specific	requirements	may
vary	slightly	and	your	local	state	DMV	might’ve	even	updated	it	by	the	time	you’re	reading	this.	So,	be	sure	to	contact	your	local	DMV	office	for	more	specific	details.Vision	Requirements	By	StateStateMinimum	Visual	AcuityPeripheral	Vision	RequirementDepth	Perception	TestAdditional	Requirements	for	Older	DriversAlabama20/40Not
specifiedNoNoAlaska20/40	in	your	best	eyeNot	specifiedNoNoArizona20/40Not	specifiedNoNoArkansas20/40Not	specifiedNoNoCalifornia20/40	in	both	eyes;	20/40	in	one	eye	and	20/70	in	the	otherNot	specifiedNoNoColorado20/40Not	specifiedNoNoConnecticut20/40Not	specifiedNoNoDelaware20/40Not	specifiedNoNoFlorida20/70	in	either	eye	or
both	eyes	together;	if	one	eye	is	20/200	or	worse,	the	other	must	be	20/40	or	betterNot	specifiedNoNoGeorgia20/60	in	one	eyeNot	specifiedNoNoHawaii20/40Not	specifiedNoNoIdaho20/40Not	specifiedNoNoIllinois20/40Not	specifiedNoYes	(more	frequent	vision	tests	after	age	75)Indiana20/40Not	specifiedNoNoIowa20/40Not
specifiedNoNoKansas20/40Not	specifiedNoNoKentucky20/40Not	specifiedNoNoLouisiana20/40Not	specifiedNoNoMaine20/40Not	specifiedNoYes	(vision	test	required	at	every	renewal	after	age	40)Maryland20/40Not	specifiedNoNoMassachusetts20/40Not	specifiedNoNoMichigan20/40Not	specifiedNoNoMinnesota20/40Not
specifiedNoNoMississippi20/40Not	specifiedNoNoMissouri20/40Not	specifiedNoNoMontana20/40Not	specifiedNoNoNebraska20/40Not	specifiedNoNoNevada20/40Not	specifiedNoNoNew	Hampshire20/40Not	specifiedNoNoNew	Jersey20/50Not	specifiedNoNoNew	Mexico20/40Not	specifiedNoNoNew	York20/40	in	either	or	both	eyesNot
specifiedNoNoNorth	Carolina20/40Not	specifiedNoNoNorth	Dakota20/40Not	specifiedNoNoOhio20/40Not	specifiedNoNoOklahoma20/40Not	specifiedNoNoOregon20/40Not	specifiedNoNoPennsylvania20/40Not	specifiedNoNoRhode	Island20/40Not	specifiedNoNoSouth	Carolina20/40Not	specifiedNoNoSouth	Dakota20/40Not
specifiedNoNoTennessee20/40Not	specifiedNoNoTexas20/40Not	specifiedNoNoUtah20/40Not	specifiedNoNoVermont20/40Not	specifiedNoNoVirginia20/40	in	one	or	both	eyes70	degrees	horizontal	vision;	if	your	vision	is	in	one	eye,	40	degrees	temporal,	and	30	degrees	nasalNoNoWashington20/40Not	specifiedNoNoWest	Virginia20/40Not
specifiedNoNoWisconsin20/100	in	at	least	one	eye20-degree	field	from	the	center	in	at	least	one	eyeNoNoWyoming20/40Not	specifiedNoNoFailing	The	DMV	Eye	Test	Due	To	Bad	EyesightThe	authorities	will	give	you	a	grade	once	you	complete	the	vision	screener	test.	Each	state	sets	its	own	rules	for	determining	whether	you	pass	or	fail,	as	well	as
what	happens	if	you	don’t.	The	typical	rule	for	how	to	beat	the	eye	test	at	the	DMV	and	obtain	your	driver’s	license	is	20/40	in	one	or	both	eyes.	You	can	achieve	this	with	or	without	the	use	of	glasses	or	corrective	lenses.If	the	test	results	fall	outside	of	this	range	but	remain	within	a	safe	range,	the	state	may	grant	you	a	limited	license.	The	limits	and
allowed	scores	differ	per	state.	A	restricted	license,	for	example,	might	be	given	if	your	vision	is	between	20/50	and	20/70.	Restrictions	may	include	driving	only	during	daylight	hours,	not	in	severe	weather,	or	at	top	speed.Other	states	may	require	you	to	take	a	driving	test,	and	the	restrictions	may	be	considerably	stricter.	The	constraints	may,	for
example,	limit	your	ability	to	drive	to	the	grocery	store	or	the	doctor’s	office.	If	you	fail	the	test,	you	must	see	an	ophthalmologist	for	vision	correction.Before	you	can	retake	the	driver’s	license	vision	test,	if	you	fail	to	beat	the	eye	test	at	the	DMV,	the	doctor	will	evaluate	your	vision	and	determine	if	you	require	corrective	lenses.	They	will	be	able	to
warn	you	if	you	have	any	visual	problems	so	you	can	drive	securely	and	see	where	you’re	going.What	To	Do	Now	If	You	Failed	The	DMV	Eye	Test?If	you	fail	to	beat	the	eye	test	at	the	DMV,	the	DMV	clerk	may	examine	a	number	of	factors	before	deciding	what	to	do	next.	These	problems	could	include:The	seriousness	of	your	vision	problem.The
disease	affects	your	central	and	peripheral	eyesight.The	disease	affects	one	or	both	eyes.Glasses,	contact	lenses,	or	vision	surgery	can	remedy	the	problem.Is	there	a	chance	that	the	visual	problem	will	get	worse	over	time?The	state	may	impose	restrictions	on	your	license	based	on	your	specific	circumstances.Restrictions	Could	Include	The
FollowingRequiring	corrective	lenses	to	be	wornPutting	restrictions	on	where	and	when	you	can	legally	driveObtaining	a	license	for	a	shorter	period	of	timeThe	DMV	will	provide	you	with	particular	paperwork	to	fill	out	and	have	signed	by	your	eye	doctor.	This	form	may	be	referred	to	as	a	“Report	of	Vision	Examination”	or	“Explanation	for	an	Eye
Specialist”	or	similar.	Your	prescription	may	be	obsolete	if	you	fail	the	eye	test	at	the	DMV	while	using	eyeglasses	or	contacts.In	that	scenario,	you’ll	need	to	make	an	appointment	for	a	full	eye	exam.	During	this,	an	eye	doctor	will	assess	your	vision	and	offer	you	a	new	prescription	for	glasses	or	contacts.	When	you	return	to	the	eye	test	at	the	DMV,
wear	your	new	glasses	or	contact	lenses.	And,	don’t	forget	to	bring	the	signed	form	from	your	eye	doctor.During	this	visit,	we	will	test	your	vision	again.	In	some	situations,	the	DMV	may	require	you	to	take	a	driving	test	to	demonstrate	that	you	are	capable	of	driving	safely.	Remember	that	if	you	need	glasses	or	contacts	to	pass	your	vision	exam,	you
must	also	use	them	while	driving.	The	DMV	will	show	this	as	a	restriction	on	your	driver’s	license.What	to	Do	If	You	Fail	the	DMV	Vision	TestIf	you’ve	failed	the	DMV’s	vision	test,	then	don’t	fret,	as	it’s	not	completely	over!	You	should	remember	that	failing	a	DMV	vision	test	doesn’t	necessarily	mean	you	lose	your	driving	privileges.	In	fact,	each	state
has	a	process	for	retesting	or	obtaining	medical	clearance.	So,	here’s	what	you	need	to	do	next:1)	Check	Retesting	EligibilityFirst	and	foremost,	you	need	to	understand	why	you’ve	failed.	The	DMV	will	typically	inform	you	if	your	visual	acuity,	peripheral	vision,	or	depth	perception	doesn’t	meet	the	required	standards.	This	should	give	you	a	clearer
idea	of	why	you’ve	failed.	Moreover,	some	states	allow	corrective	lenses	to	improve	results.If	you	need	to	retake	the	vision	test,	here’s	what	you	need	to	know:Many	states	allow	same-day	retests	if	you	wear	corrective	lenses	and	meet	the	minimum	requirements.Elsewhere,	if	you	need	further	evaluation,	you	may	have	to	visit	an	eye	specialist	for	a
vision	report	before	retesting.Additionally,	some	states	enforce	a	waiting	period	(e.g.,	7–30	days)	before	retesting.2)	Obtain	a	Vision	Report	from	an	Eye	DoctorYou	might	also	need	to	get	a	vision	report	from	an	eye	doctor:If	required,	you’ll	have	to	schedule	an	eye	exam	with	an	optometrist	or	ophthalmologist.Your	doctor	will	fill	out	a	DMV	vision
report	form	confirming	whether	corrective	measures	(glasses,	contacts,	or	surgery)	improve	your	eyesight	to	meet	legal	standards.You	could	then	submit	the	form	to	the	DMV	before	scheduling	a	retest.If	applicable,	you	could	submit	for	medical	exemptions	with	the	DMV.	For	instance,	there	are	drivers	with	certain	vision	impairments	(e.g.,	monocular
vision)	that	may	need	a	medical	exemption	or	restricted	license	(e.g.,	daylight-only	driving).	However,	some	states	require	that	you	take	a	functional	driving	test	in	addition	to	medical	documentation.3)	Schedule	and	Retake	the	Vision	TestOnce	all	that	is	settled,	you	can	reschedule	and	make	a	return	to	the	DMV	for	a	retest.	If	you	pass,	you’ll	be	able
to	receive	or	renew	your	driver’s	license.Some	DMVs	will	charge	you	a	nominal	retesting	fee	(e.g.,	$5–$25	per	attempt).Fees	vary	by	state,	and	in	some	cases,	the	first	retest	is	free.Corrective	Lens	RestrictionIMPORTANT:	You	may	be	obliged	to	pay	a	fee	if	you	have	one	of	these	restrictions	and	are	stopped	by	a	police	officer	without	your	corrective
lenses.	Driving	without	corrective	lenses	is	illegal	in	several	places,	so	bring	your	glasses	or	contacts	with	you.If	you	can’t	meet	the	minimum	visual	acuity	standards	without	corrective	lenses,	that	is,	if	you	need	to	wear	your	glasses	or	contact	lenses	to	score	at	least	20/40	on	your	DMV	vision	test.	A	corrective	lens	restriction	will	be	placed	on	your
driver’s	license.	Thus,	requiring	you	to	wear	corrective	lenses	at	all	times	when	driving.If	you’re	renewing	and	have	a	corrective	lens	restriction,	you	should	take	the	vision	exam	with	your	glasses	or	contacts	on.	If	you	wear	corrective	lenses	but	don’t	have	a	corrective	lens	restriction	on	your	driver’s	license	yet.	You	should	try	to	complete	the	vision
test	without	them	to	avoid	getting	one.Vision	Test	With	Corrective	LensesYou	must	demonstrate	that	you	are	capable	of	passing	a	vision	test	without	the	use	of	corrective	lenses.	This	is	another	facet	of	understanding	how	to	beat	the	eye	test	at	the	DMV	that	most	folks	often	forget.1.	Remove	The	Restriction	From	The	InternetIf	the	DMV	Online	Vision
Registry	registers	your	vision	test	provider,	you	can	remove	the	restriction	online.	You	will	remove	the	restriction	when	you	renew	your	license	online.	Then,	an	enrolled	provider	electronically	notifies	you	that	you	can	pass	a	vision	test	without	corrective	lenses.2.	The	Restriction	Can	Be	RemovedYou	can	take	a	vision	test	or	verify	that	you	meet	our
vision	criteria	by	producing	a	Vision	Test	Report	(PDF)	(MV-619)	completed	by	a	competent	eye	care	provider	when	you	renew	or	replace	your	DMV	document	at	an	office.If	your	vision	care	provider	enrolls	in	the	DMV	Online	Vision	Registry	and	electronically	submits	your	vision	test	results	to	the	DMV,	you	will	not	need	to	provide	proof	or	take	a
vision	exam.3.	By	Mail,	Remove	The	RestrictionYou	must	obtain	documentation	that	shows	you	do	not	require	corrective	lenses	and	order	a	replacement	document	if	you	want	to	remove	a	corrective	lens	limitation	before	you	renew	your	driver’s	license.	Proof	can	be	provided	to	the	DMV.A	vision	care	practitioner	who	is	a	member	of	the	DMV	Online
Vision	Registry,	orBased	on	the	results	of	a	vision	test	(PDF)	(MV-619)	performed	by	a	physician,	a	physician’s	assistant,	an	ophthalmologist,	an	optometrist,	and	a	registered	nurse.You	must	complete	the	following	tasks	to	remove	the	restriction.	These	items	should	be	mailed	to	your	local	DMV	office	(for	example,	here’s	how	it’s	done	in	New
York).Complete	a	Permit,	Driver	License,	or	Non-Driver	ID	Card	Application	(PDF)	(MV-44)Pay	a	$12.50	document	replacement	fee.Submit	a	completed	Vision	Test	Report	in	PDF	format	(MV-619)	if	your	eye	doctor	isn’t	a	member	of	the	DMV’s	Online	Vision	Registry.The	Vision	Test	Report	(MV-619)	is	valid	for	six	months	after	the	date	of	the	eye	test.
If	the	print	date	on	the	form	is	later,	the	vision	care	professional	checks	a	box	to	indicate	whether	the	form	is	valid	for	six	months	or	12	months	after	the	eye	test.


